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WRITER'S DIRECT

March 2, 1999

VIA HAND DELIVERY
Ms. Magalie Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington DC 20554

Re: NGSO FSS Systems Co-Frequency with GSO and Terrestrial Systems,
ET Docket No. 98-206

Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of the Fixed Point-to-Point Communications Section, Wireless Communications
Division of the Telecommunications Industry Association, I enclose for filing with the
Commission the original and eight copies ofComments in the above-referenced proceeding,

Kindly date-stamp and return the extra copy of this cover letter.

If there are any questions about this filing, please call me at the number above.

Respectfully submitted,

...........

~Ug
Mitchell Lazaro ----------_._-_.. ~_._.--

Enclosures
cc: Service List
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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington DC 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment ofParts 2 and 25 of the
Commission's Rules to Permit Operation
ofNGSO FSS Systems Co-Frequency with
GSa and Terrestrial Systems in the Ku-Band
Frequency Range

and
Amendment ofthe Commission's Rules to
Authorize Subsidiary Terrestrial Use of the
12.2-12.7 GHz Band by Direct Broadcast
Satellite Licensees and Their Affiliates

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

ET Docket No. 98-206
RM-9147
RM-9245

COMMENTS OF THE
FIXED POINT-TO-POINT COMMUNICATIONS SECTION,

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION OF THE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

The Fixed Point-to-Point Communications Section, Wireless Communications Division

of the Telecommunications Industry Association ("Fixed Section")l hereby submits the

Comments below in response to the Notice ofProposed Rulemaking (Notice) in the above-

captioned proceeding. 2

The Telecommunications Industry Association is the principal industry
association representing telecommunications equipment manufacturers, including manufacturers
of terrestrial fixed point-to-point microwave radio service equipment. Fixed Section members
serve, among others, companies - including telephone carriers, emerging communications
carriers, PCS carriers, cellular carriers, public safety operations, utilities, railroads, and
governments - which are licensed by the Commission to use private and common carrier bands
for provision of important and essential telecommunications services. These Comments reflect
only the views of the membership of the Fixed Point-to-Point Section and do not necessarily
reflect the views of any other members of the Association.

2 NGSO FSS Systems Co-Frequency with GSO and Terrestrial Systems, ET Docket
No. 98-206, Notice ofProposed Rulemaking, FCC 98-310 (released Nov. 24, 1998) (Notice).
The comments below address only issues relating to 10.7-11.7 GHz (11 GHz band). For the



The Fixed Section supports and endorses the Comments filed today by the Fixed Wireless

Communications Coalition (FWCC), concerning sharing between SkyBridge gateway stations

and FS operations in the 11 GHz band.

As a courtesy to the Commission and its staff, the Fixed Section will not here restate the

substance of the FWCC Comments at length. The Fixed Section does, however, wish to

emphasize the following points.

This proceeding responds to SkyBridge's request for a modification of the Rules to

accommodate its NGSO technology into a Ku band already congested with GSO and Fixed

Service (FS) operations.3 SkyBridge has asked the Commission to rely on repeated assertions

that it will not interfere with FS operations.4 The Fixed Section asks only that the Commission

now hold SkyBridge to its promises.

most part these are addressed in paragraphs 16-31 of the Notice. The Fixed Section takes no
position on other issues in this proceeding.

3 Petition for Rulemaking of SkyBridge L.L.C., in NGSa FSS Systems Co-
Frequency with GSO and Terrestrial Systems, RM-9147 (filed July 3, 1997) (SkyBridge
Petition). See also SkyBridge L.L.C., Application for Authority to Launch and Operate the
SkyBridge Satellite System, File No. 48-SAT-PILA-97 at 39 (filed Feb. 28, 1997); Amendment
to SkyBridge L.L.C., Application for Authority to Launch and Operate the SkyBridge Satellite
System, File No. 48-SAT-PILA-97 (filed July 2, 1997) (SkyBridge Amendment).

4 E.g., "As a result of [its frequency usage plan] and the Gateway coordinations that
SkyBridge will undertake, SkyBridge protects FS users from interference with no impact on the
SkyBridge system." SkyBridge Amendment at 10. "The SkyBridge System has been designed to
operate co-frequency with GSa and terrestrial networks while protecting them from
interference." Id. at 20. "The SkyBridge System will not interfere with, and is not requesting
protection from interference caused by, any existing system, whether GSa, NGSO, or terrestrial,
as such systems are currently operated. The SkyBridge System will cause no degradation in the
quality of service of these systems or the availability of satellite and terrestrial communications
links. Furthermore, the SkyBridge System will impose no operational constraints on satellite and
terrestrial operators." Id. at 22. "There should be no significant reduction in the ability of
existing FS operators to add new links to their systems." SkyBridge Petition at 12.
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The Fixed Section is especially concerned about this proceeding because a series of

recent Commission decisions have severely curtailed FS operatorsl access to the spectrum they

need. Examples include reallocation of 1850-1990 and 2110-2200 MHz from the FS to PCS and

mobile satellite services~s the proposed segmentation of the 18 GHz band~6 and the designation of

the upper 6 GHz (6700-7075 MHz) for mobile satellite feeder links. 7 The "shared" 3.7-4.2 GHz

band is effectively unavailable to the FS due to the extremely difficult problems of coordinating

new FS stations with existing licensed earth stations.

To avoid a similar result here, the Commission must establish rules for effective sharing

between SkyBridge and the FS in the 11 GHz band - not only as a policy goal, but in the

specific provisions of the technical and coordination rules. Those rules should include the

following elements:

• limiting the numbers ofNGSO gateways;

• collocating the gateways ofvarious Ku-band NGSO providers~

• siting gateways away from population centers and intercity FS
routes;

• using the largest feasible antennas for gateways;

Redevelopment of the Spectrum to Encourage Innovation in New
Telecommunications Technology, ET Docket No. 92-2, First Report and Order, 7 FCC Rcd 6886
(1992); Second Report and Order, 8 FCC Rcd 6495 (1993); Third Report and Order, 8 FCC Rcd
6589 (1993).

6 Redesignation of the 17.7-19.7 GHz Frequency Band, mDocket No. 98-172,
Notice ofProposed Rulemaking, FCC 98-235 (released Sept. 18, 1998).

Amendment ofParts 2,25 and 97 of the Commission's Rules with Regard to
Mobile Satellite Service Above 1 GHz, ET Docket 98-142, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(released Aug. 4, 1998).

-3-



• shielding gateways;

• minimizing NGSO gateways' use of 11 GHz spectrum; and

• establishing appropriate coordination procedures.

We refer the Commission to the FWCC Comments for detailed discussion of each of these

points.

CONCLUSION

The Fixed Section does not oppose sharing the 11 GHz band with SkyBridge NGSO

gateway stations. Recent experience, however, prompts concerns that "sharing" will tum into the

same kind of sterilization that occurred at 4 GHz. The complete loss of the 4 GHz band, coupled

with inequitable sharing rules in others, has resulted in a critical need to keep the 11 GHz band

-4-
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available for continued FS operation and needed growth. To that end, the Fixed Section asks the

Commission to adopt the proposals set out in the FWCC Comments concerning NGSO gateway

siting, shielding, collocation, antenna size, spectrum efficiency, and frequency coordination.

Respectfully submitted,

FIXED POINT-TO-POINT COMMUNICATIONS
SECTION, WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS
DIVISION OF THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

~ '""'= C. \v /~
Ron Coles, Chairman
Fixed Point-to-Point Communications Section

f:-n\. ~.L .'.. ( [-1
Eric Schimme ,i~e President I --

Telecommunications Industry Association
Of Counsel:

Leonard Robert Raish
Mitchell Lazarus
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC
1300 North 17th Street - lith Floor
Arlington, VA 22209
(703) 812-0400

Mach 2,1999
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Delphine 1. Davis, a secretary for the law firm ofFletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C.,
hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing "Comments of the Fixed Point-to-point
Communications Section, Wireless Communications Division of the Telecommunications
Industry Association" was sent this 2nd day ofMarch, 1999, via Hand-Delivery and/or Fedex to
the following:

Dale Hatfield, Bureau Chief*
Office ofEngineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 480
Washington, D.C. 20554

Rebecca Dorch, Deputy Chief*
Office ofEngineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 480
Washington, D.C. 20554

Bruce Franca, Deputy Chief*
Office ofEngineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 480
Washington, D.C. 20554

Julius Knapp, Chief*
Policy & Rules Division
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 480
Washington, D.C. 20554

Geraldine Matise, Deputy Chief*
Policy & Rules Division
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 480
Washington, D.C. 20554

Charles Iseman, Chief*
Spectrum Policy Branch
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 480
Washington, D.C. 20554



*Denotes via Hand Delivery
Tom Derenge*
Spectrum Policy Branch
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 480
Washington, D.C. 20554

Tom J. Sugrue, Bureau Chief*
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Room3C252
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

D'Wana Terry, Chief*
Public Safety & Private Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W.
Room 8010-E
Washington, D.C. 20554

Herb Zeiler, Deputy Chief*
Public Safety & Private Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission
2025 MStreet, N.W.
Room 801O-D
Washington, D.C. 20554

John Cimko, Chief, Policy Division*
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Room 3C124
Washington, D.C. 20554

Ed Jacobs*
Policy Division
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Room 3Cl62
Washington, D.C. 20554
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"'Denotes via Hand Delivery
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Tom Tycz, Chiefi'
Satellite & Radiocommunication Division
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20554

Cassandra Thomas, Deputy Chiefi'
Satellite & Radiocommunication Division
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20554

Richard B. Engelman, Chiefi'
Planning & Negotiations Division
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20554

Damon Ladson, Deputy Chiefi'
Planning & Negotiations Division
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20554

Ronald Repasi, Chiefi'
Satellite Engineering Branch
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20554

Kimberly Braum*
Satellite Engineering Branch
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20554

*Denotes via Hand Delivery
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Julie A. Garcia*
Satellite Engineering Branch
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20554

Jennifer Gilsenan*
Satellite Policy Branch
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20554

HarryNg*
Satellite & Radiocommunication Branch
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Jeff Silva*
RCR Communications
814 National Press Building
Washington, D.C. 20045

Communications Daily*
2115 Ward Court, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Satellite Times**
P.O. Box 98
7540 Highway 64 West
Brasstown, NC 28902-8079

Wireless Week*
1511 K Street, N.W.
Suite 1156
Washington, D.C. 20005

*Denotes via Hand Delivery
UDenotes via Fedex
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International Transcription Service*
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Telecommunications Reports*
1333 H Street, N.W.
Rm 100 East
Washington, D.C. 20005

Satellite News**
1201 Seven Locks Road
Potomac, "MD 20854-2931

Land Mobile Radio News**
1201 Seven Locks Road
P.O. Box 60043
Potomac,"MD 20859-2931

~CpLJ~
Delphine I. Davis

*Denotes via Hand Delivery
UDenotes via Fedex

C:lMyFiles\WPDOCS\Lazarusl\Certs\COS.Attaclunent.FCC.W1RELESS.M02.wpd
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