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BY HAND DELIVERY o 91999
Magalie Salas, Esquire — COnes
Secretary m“"%

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
Re: WT Docket Nos. 98-20 and 96-18V
Dear Ms. Salas:

Enclosed for filing with the Commission are the original and eleven copies of the "Reply of
Comsearch to Comments on Petition for Partial Reconsideration" in the above-referenced dockets.

Kindly date-stamp and return the extra copy of this cover letter.
If there are any questions about this filing, please call me at the number above.
Respectfully submitted,

Mty (2

Mitchell Lazarus
Counsel for Com

Enclosures
cc: Service List
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Before the
Federal Communications Commission RECE i VE ™y
Washington DC 20554 MAR =
91999
Rotmy gy
In the Matter of ) %wmm o,
)
Biennial Regulatory Review — Amendment )
of Parts 0, 1, 13, 22, 24, 26, 27, 80, 87, 90, )
95, 97, and 101 of the Commission's Rulesto ) WT Docket No. 98-20
Facilitate the Development and Use of the )
Universal Licensing System in the Wireless )
Telecommunications Services )
)
Amendment of the Amateur Service Rulesto ) WT Docket No. 96-188
Authorize Visiting Foreign Amateur Operators ) RM-8677
to Operate Stations in the United States )
REPLY OF COMSEARCH
TO COMMENTS ON

PETITION FOR PARTIAL RECONSIDERATION

Pursuant to Section 1.429(g) of the Commission's Rules, Comsearch hereby replies to
comments filed in response to its Petition for Partial Reconsideration in the above-captioned

dockets.!

! Comsearch filed its Petition on January 13, 1999, seeking partial reconsideration

of Development and Use of the Universal Licensing System in the Wireless Telecommunications
Services, 13 FCC Red 21027. Comsearch also participated in the earlier phases of this
proceeding. Comments of Comsearch (filed May 22, 1998); Reply Comments of Comsearch
(filed June 5, 1988), responding to Development and Use of the Universal Licensing System in
the Wireless Telecommunications Services, 13 FCC Rcd 9672 (1998) ("Notice").

Comsearch is an independent engineering firm that specializes in spectrum management
of terrestrial microwave, satellite, and mobile telecommunications systems. Comsearch provides
consultant services to all classes of users, including those regulated under Part 101 of the
Commission's Rules. Comsearch's expertise in the issues discussed here derives from its
experience in database development and management, frequency engineering and coordination,
and FCC application preparation




Comsearch's Petition asked that applications for “minor” changes to a Fixed Service
license not automatically be excluded from frequency coordination. Some changes that are
“minor” for filing purposes can nonetheless yield a serious increase in potential for interference.
Examples include location changes of 5 seconds or less in latitude and longitude, antenna
changes that do not increase the beamwidth, azimuth changes of 1 degree or less, and reductions
in bandwidth. Comsearch agrees there is no need to put minor changes on public notice, and
licensees should be able to implement them without prior Commission approval. But any change
that increases the interference potential for other users should be conditioned on prior notice to
those users, as the Rules formerly required. Notice merely to coordinators does not suffice. In
the Fixed Service it is the end users, not the coordinators, who are responsible for identifying

potential interference cases.’

All of the parties commenting on the merits of Comsearch's Petition express unqualified
support.’ No party opposes. The National Spectrum Managers Association (NSMA) filed its

own Petition for Reconsideration that closely parallels Comsearch's.*

2 In addition, to resolve a circularity in the Rules, Comsearch asked the
Commission to delete Section 1.929(a)(5).

3 Comments of the Association of American Railroads at 3-4 (filed Feb. 24, 1999);
Comments of US West Communications, Inc. (filed Feb. 24, 1999); Comments of UTC, The
Telecommunications Association at 5-6 (filed Feb. 11, 1999).

4 Petition for Reconsideration of National Spectrum Managers Ass'n (filed Jan. 13,
1999).
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One comment asks the Commission to exclude geographically specified area-wide

licenses from any grant of the Comsearch and NSMA Petitions.” In reply, Comsearch clarifies
that it did not intend area-wide licenses to come within the scope of its Petition, except to the
extent that changes to such licenses can increase the interference potential to other licensees. For
example, a change that alters the direction or increases the power of a beam transmitted across a
license area boundary should be coordinated with other licensees that may be affected.
CONCLUSION
Inasmuch as no party opposes Comsearch's Petition, intended to prevent otherwise minor

changes from causing increased interference, the Commission should proceed to amend

Section 101.103 to require prior notice to all affected users of any technical changes.

Respectfully submitted,

Leonard R. Raish

Mitchell Lazarus

FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, P.L.C.
1300 North 17th Street, 11th Floor
Arlington, VA 22209

703-812-0400

March 9, 1999 Counsel for Comsearch

Comments of WinStar Communications, Inc. (filed Feb. 24, 1999).
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Delphine I. Davis, a secretary for the law firm of Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C,,
hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing "Reply of Comsearch to Comments on Petition
for Partial Reconsideration” was sent this 9th day of March, 1999, via first class, United States
mail, postage prepaid to each of the following:

Chairman William E. Kennard*
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Harold Furchtgott-Roth*
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Michael Powell*
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness*

Federal Communications Commission
445 12 Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani*
Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Thomas J. Sugrue, Bureau Chief*
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Room 3C242

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

*via hand delivery




David Furth, Chief*

Commercial Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Wilbert E. Nixon, Jr.*

Staff Attorney

Policy and Rules Branch

Commercial Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

D’Wana Terry, Chief*

Public Safety & Private Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission

4™ Floor

445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Ramona Melson, Chief*

Policy and Rules Branch

Public Safety and Private Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission

445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

John J. Borkowski, Chief*

Policy and Rules Branch

Public Safety and Private Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission

445 12% Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

*via hand delivery




Susan Magnotti*

Staff Attorney

Policy and Rules Branch

Public Safety and Private Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission

445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Ira Keltz*

Engineer

Public Safety and Private Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission

445 12™ Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Lisa M. Higginbotham Fowlkes, Esq.

Verner Liipfert Bernhard McPherson & Hand
901 15" Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20005-2301

Counsel for Association of American Railroads

Jeffrey L. Sheldon, Esq.
Thomas E. Goode, Esq.

uTC

1140 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 1140

Washington, DC 20036

Jeffry A. Brueggeman, Esq.

1020 19* Street, NW

Suite 700

Washington, DC 20036-6101

Counsel for US West Communications, Inc.

*via hand delivery




Philip L. Verveer, Esq.

Angie Kronenberg, Esq.

Sophie J. Keefer, Esq.

Willkie Farr & Gallagher

Three Lafayette Centre

1155 21* Street, NW

Washington, DC 20036-3384

Counsel for WinStar Communications, Inc.

Robert J. Miller, Esq..
Nicole S. Batten, Esq.

Gardere & Wynne, L.L.P.

1601 Elm Street, Suite 3000

Dallas, TX 75201

Counsel for National Spectrum Managers Association

o £ S5

elphine I. Davis
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