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March 11,1999

By Hand

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445-12th Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In re: Petition for Rulemaking
to Amend 47 C.F.R. §74.1231(g)
RM-9452
Comments of Cedarville Colleee in
Support of Proposed Amendments

Dear Ms. Salas:

DOCKET FILE copy ORIGINAL

2398.001

Enclosed please find an original and four copies of the supporting Comments of
Cedarville College for filing in the above-captioned proceeding.

Should you have any questions regarding this filing, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Very truly yours,

o:~,v.c~
J~hdChautin, III

JCC,III:gp

cc: Paul Gathany

t:\2398.001 \990311.fcc No. of Copies rec'd~~.
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Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of
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47 C.F.R. §74.1231(g)

)
)
)
)

RM-9452

COMMENTS OF CEDARVILLE COLLEGE

Cedarville College ("Cedarville") hereby submits its comments in support of the

Petition for Rulemaking filed by James H. Facer ("Facer") proposing amendment of 47

C.F.R. §74.1231(g) to allow FM translator stations to originate public service

announcements ("PSAs").' Cedarville is a private post-secondary educational institution

located in Cedarville, Ohio, and operates several FM translator stations in Ohio and

Indiana as part of a noncommercial educational radio network. 2

Cedarville submits that amendment of the Commission's rules to permit the

origination of PSAs by FM translators would be in the public interest because it would

promote the Commission's long-term interest in "localism" in radio. Under the public

interest standard imposed by the Communications Act~ broadcast licensees have an

obligation to be aware of the important problems and issues in the communities their

stations serve and to foster public understanding by presenting programs or

, See Public Notice, Petition for Rulemaking (RM-9452), released January 25, 1999.

2 Cedarville operates FM translators in Columbus and New Paris, Ohio as well as in
Richmond, Indiana. Cedarville also has two applications pending for new FM translator stations
at Athens and Piketon, Ohio (File Nos. 990112TF and 981016TE).



announcements about local issues. Permitting FM translator stations to aIr short

announcements about local events and issues will therefore comport with the

Communications Act's directives by presenting a direct service to the local community

served by the translator.

Cedarville concurs with Facer's conclusion that FM translator-originated PSAs

would not cause significant disruption ofthe primary FM broadcast station or harm other

competing broadcasters. The Commission's rules already permit the origination ofthirty

(30) seconds of programming per hour by FM translator stations for the purpose of

soliciting funds used to maintain the translator station and acknowledging receipt of

those funds. In addition, a FM translator station may interrupt rebroadcasted

programming to air emergency warnings of imminent danger. 3 Neither of these types of

translator-originated broadcasts have created disruptions or harmed competing

broadcasters so as to warrant their elimination. Accordingly, Cedarville submits that the

addition of another thirty (30) seconds of originated programming each hour in the form

of PSAs will not cause such disruptions or harms either.

Cedarville further suggests that it and other translator licensees should have the

option of using all or some of the time allotted for translator-originated PSAs to further

acknowledge contributors to translator stations. Each ofCedarville's translators in Ohio

and Indiana is fully supported by local donors, and therefore, additional opportunities to

acknowledge contributors or solicit funds would guarantee their continued operation.

3 47 C.F.R. §74.1231(g).
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While an additional twelve minutes per day of acknowledgments or solicitations would

be best, should the Commission decide that only a portion of the PSA-origination time

can be used for acknowledgments, Cedarville suggests that translator licensees be given

the option to substitute acknowledgments for PSAs at least 50% of the time (or six

minutes per day).

For the above reasons, Cedarville supports the proposed amendment of47 C.F .R.

§74.1231(g).

R""pectfully SUbmitte.~

C--~,~cck. I

~R~dY
Joseph C. Chautin, III
HARDY & CAREY, L.L.P.
110 Veterans Blvd, Suite 300
Metairie, LA 70005
(504) 830-4646
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Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that a copy of the above and foregoing has been forwarded to
counsel identified below by placing same in the United States mail properly addressed
and postage prepaid this 11th day of March, 1999.

Barry A. Friedman
Lynn B. Taylor
Thompson, Hine & Flory, L.L.P.
1920 N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036


