
RECEIVED

APR 51999

FCC MA\L ROOM

Federal Communications Commission
CS Docket #98-201
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Attn: Chairman William E. Kennard

Dear Sir:

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Saturday, March 13,1999

I am writing to you concerning my inability to receive an acceptable picture (I can not receive any picture
or even ghost of a picture) from any local network station. I live in a rural area at HCR 2, Box 1, Oil City,
PA 16301, Venango County. I live in a narrow river valley along the Allegheny River. I purchased my C
Band dish in December of 1985 and until that time I could not get any TV reception. I have never had
cable at my home. Prior to my purchase of a satellite dish in 1985, we attempted to raise an antenna up in
the air approximately 75 feet. We received absolutely nothing. It was then we decided that the expense ofa
satellite dish was the only recourse we had for us to receive a signal.

The terrain surrounding our home is very mountainous. I am enclosing topographic maps of our property.
One is a greater magnification than the other. I believe this will give you a clear picture of my problem.
We live in a narrow river valley back from the river where the mountains are at least 200 feet high.

I would like to request that you implement a fair eligibility system that will allow access to network
programming. I feel that the ordeal I am going through with the local affiliates of the networks should not
be taking place. I have spent many hours and dollars just trying to get waivers. Now I have discovered that
I must also contact any station, which I might conceivably be able to receive the signal and get waivers
from each. I have contacted every station, which might be in the category, but I have no way ofknowing if
I have contacted them all. This is horrendous! !! To date, and I have not heard from them all, I have only
been denied by WPIX-TV in Pittsburgh. The infonned me that I would have to get signal intensity
measurements from Prime Time 24. Prime Time 24 states that they can't do it and they know of no one
who provides this service to residential homes. I have sent WPIX-TV the same maps I include here and
have asked them to reconsider. For the above reasons, I urge you to oppose the networks' proposal that
they determine the subscriber eligibility.

It doesn't take a genius to see that should this mess continue I would be back to receiving no TV again.
I ask you to please do something to correct this nightmare.

Sincerely,

~~
Judy Ifft
HCR2,Box 1
Oil City, PA 16301
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