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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Dr. and Mrs. Walter T. Schoen
11 Shadow Drive

Whispering Pines, NC 28327
910-949-2414

Federal Communication Commission
CS Docket #98-~
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

cc: Prime Time 24
153 East 53rd Street
59th Floor
New York, NY 10022

Dear Commission Members:

We are very upset at the unilateral actions of officials of CBS, NBC, ABC and Fox in
preventing us by Federal Court injunction from receiving their television signals over our
satellite system. .

We are unable to receive a viewable picture from these networks because of our physical
location from Raleigh-Durham and Fayetteville, where distances of at least sixty miles
apply. We live in an area where very tall pine trees are abundant, and these interfere and
distort these signals.

Moreover, we do not understand the reasons behind the network decisions to terminate
our network satellite signal. First of all, we understand and have been told repeatedly
that "the airwaves belong to the people." Secondly, wouldn't these networks want to
expand their viewership numbers? It makes no sense to us for the networks to refuse to
provide their signal to viewers who wish to view their offerings. More viewers usually
mean more advertising dollars which benefit the networks.

Most of our townspeople are senior citizens whose health prohibits us from installing
outside antennas ourselves even if the picture were satisfactory. Living on a fixed
income makes it impractical for us to pay someone to install antennae, particularly when
the quality of the picture we would obtain is so poor.
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We respectfully urge you to restore the airwaves to us so that we can receive the network
signals. Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

cc: Congressman Howard Coble
Senator Jesse Helms
Senator John Edwards


