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The
School
District
of

June 14, 1999

Federal Communications Commission ’F(’(" X\,ﬁ‘m* -

~ Office of the Secretary
445 12th Street, S.W.
Room TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir or Madam:

W ﬂ“ﬁg’ﬂ

In the matter of: Request for Review by Joplin R8 School District of Decision of
Universal Service Administrator. Reference FCC Docket Nos. 97-21 #nd 96-45.

This letter concerns both the Joplin R8 School District, The Schools and Libraries
Division (SLD) and Empire Electric Co. The following information may be useful to you:

Applicant Name:

SLD Form 471 Application No.:
SLD Billed Entity No:

Contact Information:

Joplin R8 Schools
82921
137286
Angela Neria
Director, Technology Services
Joplin R8 Schools
P.O. Box 128
Joplin, MO 64802
417.625.5200
417.625.5210 fax
i il joplin.k1 0}

SLD Funding Request No. being appealed: 82636

SLD Service Provider SPIN:
SLD Service Provider Name:

143008207
The Empire District Electric Company

No. of Copies ecd O

List ABCD




Joplin R8 School District applied for funding for the services provided by Empire District
Electric Company under the category of telecommunication services. The Schools and
Library Division (SLD) changed the category to internal connections. We appealed this
change based on the belief that the appropriate category is telecomm services as this is
the lease of fiber optics for our district’s wide area network. This is very similar to the
leasing of telephone lines for the same purpose. The lease of these fiber optics cables is
the most economic way to provide internet and other wide area network services to the
Joplin R8 facilities.

We received a letter from the SLD dated May 26, 1999 (enclosed) that stated that “...the
request for leased fiber through Empire District Electric Company was inadvertently
changed to Internal Connections. It will be placed in the Telecommunication Service
category to reflect how it was originally submitted. Unfortunately, the status will still
remain denied because Empire District Electric Company is not a registered
telecommunications provider with regard to this program.”

We are now sending this letter to you based on the last sentence the SLD’s denial. We
feel that Empire District is a registered telecommunications provider with regard to this
program. We believe that the following information should lead you to investigate their
decision to deny Joplin R8 Schools ERATE assistance.

1. Empire District Electric Company has been assigned a SPIN (143008207) by the
SLD.

2. Empire District Electric Company has been approved as a service provider for
another local school district by the SLD (see enclosed 3 page letter on USAC
letterhead to Empire District regarding the approval of the Galena, KS school district)

3. Empire District is certified as both an interexchange telecommunications and local
exchange telecommunications provider (see attached memorandum).

Please feel free to contact me if you have further questions or comments.

pectfully,
i

Angela Neria
Technology Services

R




UNIVERSAL SERVICE

ADMINISTRATIVE CO.
SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES DIVISION
Box 125 - Comespondencs Unkt
100 South Jeflerson Road ’
Whippany, New Jersey G701
Administrator’s Decision on Appeal
May 26, 1999
Ross Lauck
Joplin R8 Schools
1717 E. 15™ Street, Post Office Box 128
Joplin, MO 64802
Re: Billed Entity Number: 137286
Application Number: 82921

Funding Request Number(s): 82636
Your Correspondence Dated: February 26, 1999

After thorough review and investigation of your appeal, the Schools and Libraries Division (SLD) of
the Universal Service Administrative Company has resolved your appeal which seeks approval of
additional discounts for the first program year. This letter addresses our decision concemning each
Funding Request Number that was included in your letter of appeal for the above referenced
Application Number. If your letter of appeal addressed more than one Application Number, a
separate letter will be issued to inform you of our decision on the appeal of each Application Number
included in your appeal.

Funding Request Number: 82636
Decision on Appeal: Denied in Full.

The following explanation is provided to inform you of the reason for our decision on appeal of this
Funding Request Number.

Denial Reason:
JAVAVAS
— The request for leased fiber for through Empire District Electric Company was inadvertently
changed to Internal Connections. It will be placed in the Telecommunication Service category to
reflect how it was originally submitted. Unfortunately, the status will still remain denied because
Empire District Electric Company is not a registered telecommunications provider with regard to
this program. NPz

If you feel further examination of your application is in order, you may file an appeal with the Federal
Communications Commission, Office of the Secretary, 445 12™ Street, SW, Room TW-A325,
Washington, DC 20554. Before preparing and submitting your appeal, please be sure to review the
FCC rules concerning the filing of an appeal of an Administrator’s Decision, which are posted to the




SLD Web Site at < www.sl.universalservice.org >. You must file your appeal with the FCC no later
than 30 days from the date of the issuance of this letter, in order for your appeal to be timely filed.

bnce this appeal decision letter is issued to you, we can and will process invoices that may be
submitted for Funding Request Numbers approved for discounts in the Funding Commitment
Decisions Letter that was originally issued to you.

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company
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Box 125 - Correspoadence Unit
100 South Jefferson Road

Phone: 88$8-203-8100

The ire District EBlectric C
Tm?uu

PO_BOX g’l
JOPLIN 64802-0127

April 01, 1999

Subject: Approval of Billed Entity applicant Reimbursement Pora

The Ewmpire District Electric Co.
Service Provider Idcntiﬁcation Number: 143008207

471 %Fliﬁtﬂt
UNIFIED SCHOOL DIST 499

Tim Karshall
702bst7th8ttoot
Galena, KB 656739

Billed &tity Number: 137714
!!om Amount of msmnt , sguggapayuntz 3580480
m

cﬁm t lulbor: 13375 '
Con for ns.uea Bntity ?{pucant Reimbursement Form:s Tim Marshall
Contact Info: dmse bogreenmun.org

As yon xnw from a "rnndinq Commitment Decisions" letter prov;l.ously sent to
you, the SLD has committed to reimbursing you for the discounted
eligible services provtdod to eng:ble enuuu gnrsmt to Form(s) 471 fned
% the 471 named above. !ou “Yorm 4986

fication httnr also sent to Ltaat this 411 lpplica.nt has
f£iled a Porm 486 advising the SLD tumm
delivered. Yon have also worked with thn471 cmn

sepent to 47‘1

Entd :!pumtmmn mmnng
oftg wmtuportionofbiulpam full to you since the eff
date of the discount.

The SLD har processed tho B:llled Enti :gsuant Reimbursement. Form and found

it to be in compliance wi ions con:.uioa (FCC) rules.- - .-
Pursuant to the safv:l.« Prw:l.dcr Aotuov t page 0f the Billed Entity
Applicant Reimbursement Form, which you si cd. you must remit to the 471
Applicant as soon as possible the amount shown as "Total Amount of
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forP t‘m.mmmmntumtmm

roeug: of the discounts from the
!nu.verlu umnsrativc - You also agreed not to tender or
mmw discounts issued the Universal

Service remi
Billed Entity mt% ml}mt of Reimbursement Approved for
Payment® is of the "Total Commi

Decision®™, I!u-.!.nrul. Service Mministrative ‘will issue a
wmummmtmmmm-mmmm tnnt-muoa'

To provj.de tho discount =“Total AmO of nnilmr ement lpprovad
for i:othcron?'};, ﬁum:n Appuun service provider
may (1 :I.uue a check, or (2) issve a 4'51 Applicant's bill.

Outuetm 8 Lsause rono:ItoulSandls rccmtu
uwm() im of '

the tm Q?gg) “;assl' each FRN. eﬂ%it‘.o thgn is
!m 8 .ml‘ ral other mntify ieces
mfomuon. sach PRN, the él:.n will deduct the amount ed for

t from the Punding Commitment Decision it has @ for tha FRN, so
that the lu.ulul resaining amount to be paid will be the original commitment
less the amount approved for reimbursement to the 471 Applicant. ‘

ﬁ tion of Information Provided in Approval of Billed Entity Appncant
senent Form Letter

On the following vide you With identifying information’ for ‘the
FRNs for which the 71 % icant is seeking reimbursement. To help: umerstand
this synopsis the following definitions are provided:

» PFunding Request Mumber (FRN): A number assigned by the SLD that .'I.d‘n‘l:ifies a
Funding Roquast. A Punding Request is a single row of Item 15 or 16.

= 471 Applicati Oon Number: The Form 471 Application Number assignad by the SLD
to the Form 471, from Item 3D of the Form 471.

= Punding Yeacr: m funding year for which discounts have been approved

« Provider Contract Number: The number of the contract between the e:u.qm.
plrty m the service provider. This will be present only if a contra.ct

was provided on Form 471.

« Total Funding Commitment Decision: This represents the total. amounit of
dimmuforthofnndmgyﬁrthnh has reserved to pay the
discounted cost of this service.

= Reimbursement Amount for this FRN: This is the amount of reimbursement to
the 471 licant that has been approved for the FRN. This amount will be
deducted from the Total Funding Commitment Decision.

» Reimbursement Request Decision Explanation (ir licable): This is the
reason(s) that a Reimbursement Request may be reduced or rejected.

Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Paqé 2 of 3 BEAR Ltr. 04/01/199%
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Synopsis of Approved Applicant Reimhursament Amounts by PRN

Funding Request Number: 107669
471 Application : 1066
Ffunding Year: 01/1998 - 30/1999
Provider Contract Numbers T .

Total Commitment Decision: $792.00
Reimpursewment Amount for this FPRN: $580.80

CC: GALENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DIST 499

Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 3 of 3 BEAR Ltr. 04/01/1999

@oo4
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L 7OL/16788  09:36 ' ©E736350427 BRYDON S¥EARENGN Zo
037004
- o FILED
JAN 1 4
AMENDED 3998
cand Ce ,
mwsamcs‘“"
' CoOMMISEI0N
0: Missouri Public Sexviecs Camuission Official Case File

Case Mo. TA-98-233 File Me. 9800469
Applicant: The Empire District Efectric Company

FRORS: Philip M. Garcia

SUBJECT: Staff Amended Recommendatien for Approval of Cartificate

mlic_luon/!'n‘itt‘
DATE: January 12, 1908
Date Assigned: Decenber S, 1997,

§taff Deadline: Junuary 14, 1998

The Telscammunications Department Staff (Staff) reccmmends the applicant
be granted the following certificate(s), as indicated by check marks, to
be effective on the same date the tariff becomes effective:

@:ﬁ:ﬁ.fic&to to provide intarexchange telecommunications services.
*local

ificate to provide local exchange telecommunications services.~
exchange authority should be restricted to dedicsred, private
line services.

Staff recommends the applicant receive competitive classification.
FTurthermore, Staff recommends approval of the applicant’s proposed
tariff, PSC MO No. 1, with a proposed effective date of %ﬁ%}%—_
;Zn ;dditién. Staff recommends approval of the wajivers listed in the
otice.

Is there an attachment te this recommendation indicating any sdditional
recommandations or special considerations? s i}w-
Avanded Application submitted 1/02/58 to include Cartificate of . -
- te 2 iy 2

TEIS NGENDED MEMORANDTM INCORPORATES CORRECTED ORIGINAL SEEET #22

copies: Director - Otility Opezaticns Division
Director - Advisory & 2Public Affairs Division
Director = Dtility Serviees Division '
General Counsel
Office of the Publiec Counsel

Attorney for Applicant -~ Paul A. Ssudreau ﬁ E BELIY &
pecorn 0 “

BRYDON, SWEARENGEN X ENGLAND PC;
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