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At our Board ofDirectors meeting last week the Coalition ofWisconsin Aging Groups
voted to support the proposed Ameritech merger with SBC. In general, we believe that
Ameritech and SBC should be able to compete on even terms with other telecommunications
firms. While endorsing the proposed merger, CWAG's Board members did express concerns
about the need for more consumer education in telecommunications, especially for residential
customers, and that the merger will result in more jobs in Wisconsin as well as other states in the
Ameritech region.

CWAG is a statewide nonprofit, nonpartisan federation of 640 member organizations-­
the largest such coalition in the country. Ameritech has been a major supporter ofCWAG
through sponsorships ofoUf annual convention since 1989. Recently Ameritech made a
commitment of $1 00,000 over four years to help CWAG develop an Intergenerational Center in
Madison that will include consumer education on telecommunications issues. We are pleased
that the CEO at SBC has committed to continue a high level of charitable contributions to
nonprofit organizations. I have also worked with Ameritech representatives on Wisconsin's
Universal Service Fund Council where we have worked successfully to expand life-line and link­
up programs to lower-income consumers in Wisconsin.

On behalf of CWAG, I urge FCC approval of the proposed merger between Ameritech
and SBC.

Sincerely,

7?~\
ThomasL.~
Executive Director
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