
ORIGINAL

~OO\G\NAl
) [j)C'A(E1' F\LE.
) CC Docket No. 97-181
)
)

Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

Defining Primary Lines

In the Matter of

To: The Commission

REPLY TO OPPOSITIONS TO PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION

1. Moultrie Independent Telephone Company ("Moultrie"), a rural independent local

exchange carrier ("ILEC") serving 800 access lines in central Illinois, hereby replies to the

Opposition ("Opposition") filed by AT&T to Moultrie's Petition for Reconsideration ("Petition")

of that aspect of the Report and Order & Further Notice ofProposed Rulemaking in the above-

referenced proceeding! that permits primary line treatment to be given to only one telephone line

per student dormitory room. 2

2. In its Petition, Moultrie noted that the practical result of this limitation is both

fundamentally unfair to students and administratively impractical for educational institutions,

where telephone service is typically provided to student dormitory rooms on a master account

which is billed by the local exchange carrier to, and paid by, a college or university. The Petition

! Defining Primary Lines, Report and Order & Further Notice ofProposed Rule Making, CC
Docket No. 97-181, FCC 99-28 (released March 10, 1999) ("Primary Lines Order").

2 AT&T implies in note 2 of its Opposition that Moultrie's Petition has limited relevance
in this proceeding because Moultrie is a price cap LEC not subject to the primary/non-primary
line distinction adopted herein. Moultrie has an interest in this proceeding because (i) it may
establish precedent for the subsequent proceeding in which the same issue will be considered
for rate-of-return LECs, and (ii) a number of Moultrie's employees have family members
pursuing higher education at various universities in exchange service areas of price cap LECs.
Many of those family members' educations are financed with educational loans.
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further stated that the revised rule discriminates between similarly situated students and works a

hardship on financial aid students, many of whom would qualify for Lifeline Support were they

not residents of dormitory rooms. In its Opposition, AT&T denounces Moultrie's claims of

unfairness, arguing that the per line differential between a primary and non-primary residential

line is a mere $42.48 per year, a de minimis cost which a university can recover simply by raising

its rates for dormitory rooms. 3 AT&T's attempt to sweep the issue of fundamental fairness in

distributing costs under a rug by urging the imposition of additional non-primary line costs on

students is unacceptable.

3. AT&T's calculations suggest that, under the new rules, the additional cost for a second

line into a student's dormitory room is $42.48 per year or $3.54 per month, which in most cases

will be passed on to the resident(s) of the room through an increase in tuition or other

administrative charge. It might be administratively easier to accept AT&T's argument that in the

entire array of costs that must be paid in order to receive a quality college education in today's

world, an additional $42.48 per year is a small amount of money to expect a student to pay.

However, the Commission's charge is not to choose the easiest among various regulatory options,

but instead to choose the one that best serves the public interest, even if that choice is more

difficult to implement in practice.

4. Many (if not most) of today's college students fund their education by taking out

government and/or private loans. While it is certainly easy to merely require each of these

students to borrow another $42.48 per year to pay for the passed-through cost of a second line in

3 Opposition at 1 (note 1) and 4.
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his or her dorm room, it is not fundamentally fair to impose this requirement. The cost of

borrowing the additional $42.48 on an annual basis amounts to yet another $3.61 per year in

interest (assuming 8.5 % interest accruing per year), for a grand total of $46.09 for the year (or

3.84 per month), which does not even include the compound interest that will accrue on that

additional amount until the loan is repaid. If the FCC allowed in another proceeding an additional

charge of $3.84 per month on residential phone bills generally, it would be vehemently challenged

by the adversely affected portions of the telephone industry as well as consumers. Similarly, the

administratively easier pass-through solution suggested by AT&T, which puts an unfair burden

directly on students who presumably are not in the position to pay for it or adequately to defend

their positions at the federal agency level, should not be sanctioned in this proceeding.
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4. For these reasons, as well as those stated in the Petition, Moultrie urges the

Commission to reconsider its decision to restrict university dormitories to one primary line per

room or suite and instead allow for one primary line per student, or alternatively, to count all

telephone lines to dormitory rooms as primary.

Respectfully submitted,

Da A. Irwin
Elizabeth S. Houlton

Counsel for Moultrie Independent
Telephone Company

Irwin, Campbell & Tannenwald, P. C.
1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036-3101
(202) 728-0400 (phone)
(202) 728-0354 (fax)

July 6, 1999

- 4 -



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Jennifer N. Reyes, hereby certify that on this 6th day of July, 1999, copies of the
foregoing "Reply to Oppositions" have been served by U.S. first-class mail, postage prepaid,
upon the following:
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•
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Judy Sello & Mark C. Rosenblum
Room 324511
295 N. Maple Ave.
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Buck Bayliff, President
ACUTA
152 West Zandale Drive, Suite 200
Lexington, KY 40503

Beverly E. Ledbetter, Esq.
Vice President and General Counsel
Brown University
PO Box 1913
Providence, RI 02912-1913

Peter Arth, Jr.
Lionel Wilson
Ellen S. Levine
People of the State of California and the

California State Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94102

Thomas A. Padja
Alfred G. Richter, Jr.
Roger K. Toppins
Michael J. Zpevak
One Bell Plaza, Room 3003
Dallas, Texas 75202

Sheryl Todd
FCC
Accounting and Audits Division
Universal Service Branch
2100 M St., NW Room 8611
Washington, DC 20554

ITS
1231 20th St., NW
Washington, DC 20036

Richard McKenna HQE03J36
GTE Service Corporation
PO Box 152092
Irving, TX 75015-2092

Gail Polivy
1850 M St., NW
Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20036

Linda Kent
Keith Townsend
Hance Haney
United States Telephone Association
1401 H St., NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005

Werner K. Hartenberger
JG Harrington
Laura H. Phillips
Attorneys for Cox Communications Inc.
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson
1200 New Hampshire Ave., NW, #800
Washington, DC 20036

US WestInc
Richard A. Karre
1020 19th Street, NW #700
Washington, DC 20036

MCI Telecommunications Corp
Bradley Stillman
Don Sussman
Alan Buzacott
1801 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20006

New York State Telecommunications Assn.
100 State Street, Room 650
Albany, NY 12207



Stephen G. Kraskin
Thomas J. Moorman
Kraskin & Lesse, LLP
2120 L St., NW
Suite 250
Washington, DC 20037

Bell Suoth Corporation
Bell South Telecommunications Inc.
M. Robert Sutherland
Richard M. Sbaratta
1155 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 1700
Atlanta, GA 30306-3610

Margot Smiley Humphrey
Koteen & Naftalin LLP
1150 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036

David Cosson
NTCA
2626 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036

Ronald Vickery
404 Benton Drive
Rome, GA 30165

Lisa M. Zania
Steve Pastorkovich
OPATSCO
21 Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

Michael S. Pabian
Counsel for Amertech
Room4H82
2000 West Ameritech Center Dr.
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196-1025

Leon Kestenbaum
Jay C. Keithley
H. Richard Juhnke
1850 M Street, NW
11 th Floor
Washington, DC 20036

Edward Shakin
Donna Epps
Attorney for the Bell Atlantic Telephone Companies
1320 North Court House Rd.
Arlington, VA 22201

Chief
Competitve Pricing Division
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Fifth Floor
Washington, DC 20554

Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
FCC
445 12th Street, NW
Room TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Karen P. Strauss
Legal Counsel for Telecommunications
Policy
National Assn of the Deaf
814 Thayer Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

National Exchange Carrier Assoc Inc
Richard Askoff
Regina McNeil
100 S. Jefferson Rd.
Whippany, NJ 07981

Lawrence Walke
Elizabeth Dickerson
Swidler Berlin Shereff Friedman, LLP
3000 K St., NW #3000
Washington, DC 20007-5116

Brenda Battat
Donna Sorkin
Deputy Executive Dir. SHHH
7910 Woodmount Ave., Suite 1200
Bethesda, MD 20814

John Raposa
GTE Service Corp.
600 Hidden Ridge - HQE03J27
PO Box 152092
Irving, TX 75015-2092

David Newburger
Newburger & Vossmeyer
Counsel for Campaign for Telecommunications
Access
One Metropolitan Sq., Suite 2400
St. Louis, MO 63102



Jane Jackson
Competitive Pricing Division
Common Carrier Bureau
FCC
The Portals, 445 Twelfth St., SW
Fifth Floor
Washington, DC 20054


