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OFRCE OF ‘
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Joseph A. Belisle, Esquire
Leibowitz & Associates

Sun Trust International Center
One S.E. Third Avenue

Miami, FL 33131-1715

Re: Request for Reduction of Regulatory Fee
Southern Broadcast Corporation of Sarasota
Fee Control # 9809168835231007
Fee Paid: $4,052

Dear Mr. Beligle:

This is in response to your Petition for Reduction of the Fiscal
Year (FY) 1998 Regulatory Fee, filed on behalf of Southern
Broadcast Corporation of Sarasota (SBC) licensee of UHF
Television Station WWSB(TV), Sarasota, Florida.

The Nielson television ratings place WWSB in the Tampa - St.
Petersburg market, the 15th largest television market. You
maintain that WWSB does not serve Tampa - St. Petersburg, and
that based on the number of television households within its
service area, it should be assessed the regulatory fee for a
television station serving a market in the 51st to 100th largest
market category. Accordingly, SBC tendered a regulatory fee of
$3975 for WWSB, the regulatory fee for a UHF TV Station serving a
market in the 51st to 100th market category, and $77 in
regulatory fees for its affiliated Broadcast Auxiliary Stations.

When a television licensee argues that it does not adequately
cover its designated service area, our policy is to calculate the
licensees annual regulatory fee on the number of television
households served. The Television and Cable Fact Book, Vol. 66,
A-293 (1997), indicates that WWSB’s service area encompasses
approximately 421,990 television households, the equivalent
number of households in the Sl1st to 100th largest markets.
Television and Cable Fact Book, Vol. 66, A-2. Under these
circumstances your request will be granted. SBC will be assessed
a regulatory fee of $3,975, the fee for a UHF Television Station
serving one of the 51st to 100th largest markets, and the fee
submitted will be accepted in satisfaction of SBC’s FY 1998
regulatory fee obligation.




Joseph A. Belisgle, Esquire 2.

If youy have any questions‘concerning the regulatory fees, please
call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-199S.

Financial Officer
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September 14, 1998
VI4 FEDERAL EXPRESS
Federal Communications Commission
Attn: Petitions
PO Box 358835

Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5835

RE:  Southern Broadcast Corporation of Sarasota

Ladies and Gentlemen:

plus four copies of a Petition for Reduction of Fee with respect to thé 1997 ual Regulatory Fee for
Station WWSB, Sarasota, Florida.

Transmitted on behalf of Southern Broadcasting Corporati@ta, please find an original
99
Pursuant to Rule 1.1166(d), this Petition is accompanied by the full fee payment less the amount
of the requested reduction and FCC Form 159. Consistent with the FCC’s action in letter dated April 18,
1997 from Marilyn G. McDermett, Associate Managing Director for Operations to Joseph A. Belisle, the
FCC Form 159 has been filled out using the payment type code for UHF television stations in markets
51-100." If you have any questions concerning this Petition for Reduction of Fee or the enclosed FCC

Form 159 or the enclosed check payable to the Federal Communications Commission in the amount of
$4,052.00, please contact me.
-:.w

Sincerely yours,

%Ww

Joseph A. Belisle
Counsel for
Southern Broadcast Corporation of Sarasota

cc: Mr. Manny Calvo
Office of Managing Director

CAI36\998\SBCS\09-98\Letters\FCC-Petitiond: RedOfFee 0902 wpd
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Before the
Federal Communications Commission
ATTN: Petitions
PO Box 358835
Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5835

In Re Request of:

)
)
Southern Broadcast Corporation )
of Sarasota for Reduction of )
Annual Fee for Station WWSB(TV), )
Sarasota, FL )

TO: Managing Director
Petition for Reduction of F
=~ Pursuant to Rule 1.1166(d), Southern Broadcast Corporation of Sarasota (“SBC"”)
requests that the Annual Regulatory Fee for Station WWSB(TV), Sarasota, Florida be reduced
from $10,725' to $3,975.2
Station WWSB is the ABC affiliate in the Sarasota, Florida ADI. This is the 153" largest
television market as such markets are measured by Arbitron.> The Tampa-St. Petersburg ADI is
the 16" largest Arbitron television market.* Until 1996, Station WWSB paid a regulatory fee

based upon its Arbitron market ranking.

In 1996, the Commission began assessing regulatory fees on the basis:3¥ Nielsen

television markets, instead of Arbitron television markets. Nielsen’s market definitions, so

!This is the fee for UHF television stations in market numbers 11-25.
This is the fee for UHF television stations in market numbers 51 through 100.
3See Exhibit A.

4See Exhibit B.

C:\I36\1998\SBCS\Exhibits\Petition-ReductionOfFee.0901.wpd 1




called “DMAs,” consolidate the Sarasota and Tampa-St. Petersburg markets into the Tampa St.
Petersburg - Sarasota DMA, the 15® largest DMA. This change in Station WWSB’s market
designation would have resulted in an enormous increase in Station WWSB’s regulatory fee,
without any sort of improvement in the station’s ability to compéte in the Tampa-St. Petersburg
ADI. In fact, SBC objected to use of DMA market rankings to assess regulatory fees. The
Commission directed SBC to consider petitioning for a fee reduction. See Report and Order,
FCC 96-295, released July 5, 1996 at §32.°
SBC followed the Commission’s advice and petitioned for é reduction of its 1996 Annual
Fees. The Commission determined that Station WWSB'’s service area encompasses
apPr_oxhnately 335,650 television households, the equivalent number of households in the 51 to
100 largest markets. It was assessed a 1996 regulatory fee on this basis.
SBC submits that the Commission’s determination on Station WWSB’s 1996 Petition for
Reduction of Fee was well founded; that the facts underlying that determination remain true; and
“that reduction of Station WWSB’s 1998 Annual Regulatory Fee is warranted.
Specifically, Station WWSB does not serve the Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota DMA. It
serves the Sarasota ADI. Station WWSB is the ABC affiliate in the Sarasota ADI. Station
WEFTS, Tampa, Florida is the ABC affiliate in the Tampa-St. Petersburg ADI_,IP,m—c;; time

periods, Station WWSB’s rating in the Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota Nie_l;en surveys is either a

The Commission continues to implement this policy of case-by-case relief from the results of improper

classification and financial hardship. See Assessment and Collection of regulatory Fees for Fiscal year 1997, FCC
97-215, released Jure 26, 1997 at 55.

8See letter dated April 18, 1997 from Marilyn A. McDermett, Associate Managing Director for Operations
to Joseph A. Belisle appended hereto as Exhibit C.

C:\136\1998\SBCS\Exhibits\Petition-ReductionOfFee.0901.wpd 2



one or an unreportable amount.” The highest rating the statibn achieves in the DMA isatwo. In
the Sarasota ADI, however, Station WWSB is a powerful competitor, regularly é,chieving the
highest ADI ratings for its newscasts and providing strong support for ABC’s prime time lineup.®
In fact, Station WWSB’s amended ABC network affiliation agreement is premised on the station
performing well in Sarasota and achieving little or no ratings in the core counties of the Tampa-
St. Petersburg ADL® Indeed Station WWSB performs so well in Sarasota that the Tampa-St.
Petersburg ABC affiliate’s unopposed request to modify its ADI to include Sarasota County was

denied by the Cable Services Bureau. See Memorandum Opinion and Order, DA 96-761,

released May 29, 1996.

Station WWSB is truly a station based solely in the Sarasota ADI, the 153" television

market. Its annual fee should be reduced in a manner consistent with the Commission’s 1996 fee

reduction for the station.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph A. Belisle
Counsel for
Southern Broadcast Corporation of Sarasota
Leibowitz & Associates, P.A. =
One S.E. Third Avenue, Suite 1450
Miami, Florida 33131-1715
(305) 530-1322 Telephone

"See Exhibit D.
8See Exhibit E.

9See Exhibit F.

C:\136\1998\SBCS\Exhibits\Petition-ReductionOfFee.0901.wpd 3




EXHIBIT A

Sarasota ADI
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ArDitron AD) Market Alve

San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose {Sar

Rosa & Vallejo), Calif.

ADI! TV Households: 2,225,500

KTVU Oakiand, Cafil., ch. 2, Fox
KRON-TV San Frandisco, ¢h. 4, NBC
KPiX San Francisco, ch. 5. C8S
KGO-TV San Fancisco, ch. 7, ABC
KFWU Font 8ragg, Calif . ch. 8, ABC
*KQED San Francisco, ¢ch. 9, ETV
KNTV San Jose, Caiil., ch. 11, ABC
KDTV San Francisco, ch. 14, IND
KOFY-TV San Francisco, ch. 20, IND
*KRCB-TV Cotati, Cali., ch. 22, ETV
KTSF San Francisco, ch. 26, IND
*KQEC San Frangtisco, ¢ch. 32, ETV

ADi v
i Counties State Households
Alameda CA 483,600
Contra Costa East CA 47,900
Contra Costa West CA 268,600
Lake CA 22,100
Marin (o7 S 96,800
Mendocino CA 30,300

Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-San Luis
Obispo (Oxnard), Calif. (112)

ADI TV Households: 210,700

KEYT-TV Santa Barbara, Caiif., ch. 3, ABC
KSBY-TV San Luis Obispo, Calil., ch. 6, NBC
KCOY-TV Santa Maria, Calif., ch. 12, CBS
KADE San Luis Obispo, Calif., ch. 33, IND
KADY-TV Oxnard, Calil., ch. 63, IND

AD! T TV
Cmntia_s Siare Househoids
San Luis Obispo CA 80,900
SantaBabaraN. CA 60,600
Santa BarbaraS. CA 69,200

® Mo armewn Cogury

()

KICU-TV San Jose, Caif., ch. 36,
KCNS San Francisco, ch. 38, ING
KFCB Concord, Calif., ch. 42, INp
KBHK-TV San Francisco, ¢h. a4,
KSTS San Jose, Cakil., ch. 48, IND
KFTY Santa Rosa, Calil., ch. 50, 1
*KTEM San Jose, Caiil., ch. 54, ET
"KCSM-TV San Mateo, Cakl., ch_ g
KLXV-TV San Jose, Calil., ch. 65
KPST-TV Valiejo, Caiil., ch. 66, IND
KWOK Novato, Caiif., ch. 88, IND

Napa CA .
San Francisco CA =
San Mateo CA Py
Santa Clara West CA @
Solano West. CA 5
Sonoma CA 15

Sarasota, Fla. (153)

ADI TV Households: 133,500~

WWSB Sarasota, Fla., ch. 40, ABC ~—*
WBSW-TV Venice, Fla., ch. 62, INO™

AD! v
Counties State Households

Sarasota FL 133,500

Broadcasting & Cable Yearbook 1994
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EXHIBIT B

Tampa - St. Petersburg ADI
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Tallahassee, Fla.-: ‘ﬁomasville, Ga.
(Bainbridge, Ga.) (115)

ADI TV Households: 201,100

WCTV Thomasvile, Ga..cn.6.C8S |
“WFSU-TV Taltahasses, Ra_, ch. 11, ETV
WTXL-TV Tallahasses, Fla., ch. 27, ABC
WTWC Tallahasses, Fla., ¢h. 40, NBC
WTLH Bainbridge, Ga., ch. 49, IND
WFXU Uive Oak, Fla., ch. 57, IND

ADI . ™v

Counties State Households

Franidin FL 3.600 Wakulia FL 5.500

Gadsden FL 13,700 Brooks GA 5,300

:hlt'ﬂlon :IL. gg Oecatur GA 9,100

efferson Echol

Lafayette FL 1,900 " Ga 800
Grady GA 7.400

Leon FL 80.000

Madison FL s'sw Lowndes GA 26,900

Suwannee FL 10,700  Miler GA 2,300

Taylor FL 6.500 Thomas GA 14,500

3

© ™o cmovn Campuny

Tampa-St. Petersburg (Lakeland), Fla. (ﬁ
ADI! TV Households: 1,266,600 . .

;xIEDU Tm\plT . FIIF.‘.. ch.3,ETV WTMY Lakeland, Fla., ch. 32, IND
FLA-TV Tampa, Fla., ch. 8, NBC WTTA St. Petersburg, Fla., ch. 38,
WTSP-TV St Pelersburg, Fia..oh. 10,ABC  wroa St Petersouny. Fi., o 44, o
WTVT Tampa, Fla., ch. 13,C8S WBHS T Fla . so le *
*WUSF-TV Tampa, Fla., ch. 16, ETV ampa, Fla.. ch. 50,
WCLF Clearwater, Fla_, ¢h. 22, IND WGOX Invemess, Fla., ch. 64, IND
WFTS Tampa, Fla., ch, 28, Fox WTBG Bradenton, Fla., ch. 86, IND
ADI Tv
Counties State Households
Citrus FL 45,500
De Soto FL 8.600
Hardee FL 6,500
Hemando FL 48,400
Highlands FL 31,800
Hilsborough FL 341,500
Manatee FL 97,100
Pasco - R 129,200
Pinelias FL . 393,000
Polk - FL 165,000 ‘
Terre Haute, Ind. (138)
ADI TV Households: 156,100 o
WTWO Terre Haute, ind., ch. 2, NBC 3 «URBA
WTHLTV Terre Haute, Ind., ch. 10, CBS Y CHAMPN cancek
*WUSLETV Oiney, I, ch. 16, ETV -
*WVUT Vincennes, ind., ch. 22, ETV I
WBAK-TV Terre Haute, Ind., ch. 38, ABC SN EC0s I parse] E o
ADI v Coies : é =
Counties State Households . Vige L&
Clark } o TERAE HA
Clark L 6,200 Clay IN 9,400 Cumbe¢- xé:
Cla i 5500 Daviess IN 9,900 oD H
CIa!v!ord L 7.400 Greene IN 12,300 Jaspe . , R °
Cumberiand [y agop Knox IN 15.000 Clay ¢
artin IN 3,700 i x"'
Edgar L 7600 pake IN 5,700 : ¥ [§
Jasper L 3900  syivan IN 7.200 Weyne T 2 -
Lawrence L 6.000 Vermilion IN 6,500 Pike
Richtand I 6200 Vigo IN 39,600

@ ey coes Loy

Broadcasting & Cable Yearbook 1934
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EXHIBIT C

1996 Fee Reduction



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

April 18, 1997
OFFICE OF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Joseph A. Belisle, Esquire
Leibowitz & Associates

Sun Trust Internatiocnal Center
One S.E. Third Avenue

Miami, FL 33131-1715

Re: Request for Reduction of Regulatory Fee.
Southern Broadcast Corporation of Sarasota
Fee Control # 9609268835296010
Fee Paid: $2,140

Dear Mr. Belisle:

This is in response to your Petition for Reduction of the Fiscal
Year 1996 (FY 1996) Regulatory Fee, filed on behalf of Southern
Broadcast Corporation of Sarasota (SBC), licensee of UHF
Television Station WWSB(TV), Sarasota, Florida.

Sarasota was fcrmerly rated as the 153rd largest television
market by Arbitron. Because Arbitron no longer rates television
stations by market, regulatory fees are now premised on the
Nielson rating service for television markets. You assert that
the Nielson ratings combine Sarasota with the Tampa - St.
Petersburg market, placing WWSB in the 15th largest market. You
maintain that WWSB does not serve Tampa - St. Petersburg, and
that it should be assessed the regulatory fee for a television
station serving the 153rd largest or remaining markets.
Accordingly, SBC tendered a payment of $2,000 for WWSB, _the
regulatory fee for a remaining market UHF TV Station, and $140 as
the regulatory fee for four affiliated Broadcast Aux¥Fliary
Stations. ' —

When a television licensee contends that it does not adequately
cover its designated service area, our policy is to calculate the
licensee’s annual regulatory fee on the number of television
households served. The Television and Cable Fact Book, Vol. 65,
A-291 (1997), indicates that WWSB's service area encompasses
approximately 335,650 television hcuseholds, the equivalent
number of households in the 51 to 100 largest markets. )
Television and Cable Fact Book, Vol. 65, A-2. Under these
circumstances, your request will be granted to the extent that
SBC will be assessed a regulatory fee of $7,000, the fee for a

UHF Television Station serving one of the 51 to 100 largest
markets.




Joseph A. Belisle, Esquire
Page 2 '

Crediting your $2,000 payment previously submitted for WWSB(TV),
a balance of $5,000 remains and is now due. This unpaid balance
should be filed, together with FCC Form 159 (copy enclosed),
within 30 days from the date of this letter.

If you have any questions concerning SBC’s regulatory fee, please
call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

Marilyn J. McDermett
e Associate Managing Director
for Operations

Enclosure




EXEIBITD
Nielsen Media Research Data
Tampa - St. Petersburg (Sarasota), Florida
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EXHIBITE

Nielsen Media Research Data
Sarasota County, Florida




