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V\l~ Rr~ writing to ,.(lmm('.nd the Commission for tAking Action on An issue
of great import:mcc to us - improving access to our airwuYcs for our
focal communities. We have become increftsingly concerned about the
urowiflu COflC(:;f1lJuiioll oi U.e rnoolu ifl our counlry. ami arc plet.a-ieu lhat.
\ ~ . .

the Commis!;ion is taldng action to incrcasc opportunities tor local
f:orn,mmiH~ in U~~ ottr rRoio airwaYt*',

One of the fundamental tenere of our democracy is to ensure that
lliv~rs~ irli~rtffi'i.lS hav~ (Jppor{umti~s to t:!xprass th~nlStl'Ivt:tS ~1

different levelb, and that they are not locked out in a monopolistic,
O'obRIi7f!d fflr-hion. It i~ ~r- fundAmentAl A~ tree ~p~h. HArtio i~

perhaps the most qualified 01 arty media outlet to provide community
acws-s. It is a relatively inexpensive medium to produce and is
t.llICl!· suited to cover community Issues and local music, Unfortunately,
roor-y's mdio is thfi' most concc-.otrate-,o and formuiaic. medium in the
i.;ountry. Ploviding licenses to low power fM radio s1~ti(>ns would
crCLt!t.: new opportunities for local voices to be heard in their
r.(lmm"niti~s.

!\tkl\¥iny low powt'f. FM radio stations on the oir would empower local
broudC'dti'icr~ to ~CIVCU.ei. (.'tJrmnuniii~ with C::i vurit:Jiy oi flUW voices
tmd services. Low power mdio stations V/Outd be able to address
s~mr. grotJ~ - 'nr.tuoing minority groups, the rp.fjgious {'.ommunity,
and lin9uit:.tic lninoritics - and provide a forum for deoote about
important for-al if,f.uCf.. These kinds of stations would strengthen
(;omrJlunny idttnhly in urbttn nt:H9hborh()(}(ls, rur~1 towns ~nd uH,tt'
l,;onlfnunili(,~ which ure currently too small to win rnueta attention from
"mf'ltn~frE-..flm,u rattnG~-drMa.n media.

further they woulu provide an outlet for the diverse, local voices and
musici{;ns thnt arc p'E.'Scmly priced out 01 the market. "hese stations
WOI !Id also provioe. advertising options for local businesses and
incrtxised employment opportunities in these communities.

i h~ siron9 ml~r$t in Ind~pp..ndMt radio stations shows that th~
tJE:.f({tion of luw pOW~J ladio ~(;!Jvi(;awould have wide ~uppoli. The
!remenoous puNic demand for m;c.mrad;o is demonstrated by the:
prolij~~ration oj iIIngRI r~dio stations. whose operators brMd,.ast at
the risk of financial lOSGCS and, in some eascs, impriGonment.
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Ag~in, ~ ~ppl~ud Ut~ CommissiOn's willtgnness t(l address this issue.
We tI(e hopeful thul the creation of a OC'W cll.i&G of low power FM radio
~~rvi('...e \tl.1n f.(}on tlf'...("'..('lmE! f' rMJity. WE! look forward to working with
VOU Off m~klJJ» the allwaws mOJe ~~~it"tf tu OOJ kJ(.-al WJnrnunt1..~.


