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We are wriiing io commend the Commission for taking aciion on an isstie M v /é(’{’m
of great importance to us — improving access 1o our airwaves for our

local communities. Ye have become increasingly concerned about the M devh
growing concenirgiion of the media it owr counity snd are pletsed that

the Commission is taking action to incrcasc oppottunitics for local - M
coramunifies io use ol radio airwaves,

e of the fundamental tenets of cur democracy is to ensure that ?
diverse inieresis have opporiumies 10 express themselves ai m W
gifferent lovelg, and that they are nof locked out in a monopolistic,

glohalized fashion. It is as fundamental as free speech. Radio is

pethaps the most gualitied of any media outlet 1o provide community

geeess. s a relatively inexpensive medium o produce and is 7
well sulted 1o cover community issues end local music. Unfontunately,

nasy's racio is the most concenfrated and formuiaic medium in the

country. Providing licenses 1o low power I'M radio stations would
crecte noew oppertunitics for locel voices to be heard in their 7
COYTIUNRICS, 7 ?

Alowing low power FM radio stations on the air would empower local
brosdeasicrs 1o serve theit cormimuniiies with g vuriely oi now voices
and scrvices. Low power radio stations would be able to address
specific groups — including minority groups, the religions commumify,
atwd linguistic mihoritics — and provide a forum for debate about
important local issucs. These Kinde of stations would strengthen
cormrpuniy identily in urban neighborhoods, nral iowns and other
cornmunitics which arc currently too small {o win much attention from
"meinstream,” ratings-driven media.

rurther thoy would provide an outlet for the diverse, local voices and
musicizns thid are presently priced out of the market. 't hese stations
woilid also provide advertising options for local businesses and
increased employment opportunities in these communities.

‘the sirong inierest in independent radio siations shows that the
crestion of low power 1&dio service would have wide suppori. The No. of Copies rec'd ( S
iremendous public demand for microradio is demonsiraied by the List ABCDE

prafiferation of llogal radio siations, whose operatars broadeast ai
the risk of financial losses and, in somc cascs, imprisonment.
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Again, we applaud the Commission's willignness 1o address this issue.
W arc hopctul thal the crcation of & now class of low powcer FM radio
sarvice will soon become a reality. We ook forward to working with
vou on eking the siwaves more aceessible 10 ow local cotmrmunilies.

sinceraly, %




