
pioneers who have suffered government seizure and fines. Their property
should be returned. They should be granted equal opportunity in applying
for and receiving new licenses.

6. Problems, technical or otherwise, should be referred to the local
voluntary micropower organization for assistance or mediation (e.g.
the Ham radio model). The FCC should be the forum of last resort.

7. LPFM must be protected and maintained in the future as radio makes
the transition from analog to digital broadcasting.

8. If the FCC intends to license some commercial stations, they must be
licensed last. In this instance, there should be a 2 year "headstart"
for non-commercial licenses. The right of citizens to communicate is
protected by the Constitution and the FCC's mandate. The right to make
money through local radio is not a protection under the FCC's mandate.

9. Stations should be locally programmed. However recorded materials such
as music, poetry, documentaries, features etc. may be used. Sharing of
program materials and resources among micro and community stations is
strongly encouraged. No more than 20% of air time from off-site feeds
or syndicated tapes.

10. Licenses should be awarded to unincorporated non-commercial
associations, and non-profit organizations.

11. Within two years new spectrum space (including any future digital
spectrum space) should be allocated for continued expansion of microradio
broadcasters so that any community group that wishes to broadcast has
access to available spectrum space (frequencies). Further, all
manufacturers of consumer radio receivers for sale in the United States
should be required to include this spectrum set aside for microradio
broadcasters.

12. Licensing fees should be affordable to all communities.

Again, we commend Chairman Kennard and the Commission for your
willingness to address these issues. We are hopeful that the creation
of a new class of low power FM radio licensing becomes a reality during
the Chairman's present term. We look forward to working on making the
airwaves more accessible for our local communities.

Signed,

MEC Honorary Chair:
Robert W. McChesney, Madison

Steering Committee:
Sara Zia Ebrahimi, Philadelphia
Diane Fleming, Philadelphia
Peter Franck, San Francisco
Amanda Huron, Washington, D.C.
Alan Korn, San Francisco
Greg Ruggiero, New York City

Robert W. McChesney-- University Of Illinois, Urbana



Noam Chomsky--Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Howard Zinn--Professor Emeritus, Boston University
Nancy Kranich--Librarian
Ron Daniels--Executive Director ,Center for Constitutional Rights
George Gerbner--Founder, Cultural Environment Movement
Edward Herman--Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania
Janine Jackson--Faimess and Accuracy in Reporting
Mark Crispin Miller--New York University
Laura Flanders--national producer for Pacifica Radio
David Barsamian--Director, Alternative Radio
Stewart Ewen -- Author
Elaine Bernard--Harvard Trade Union Program
AI Lewis--Organizer ('Grandpa" from the Munsters)
Dee Dee Halleck--Deep Dish TV
Ben Bagdikian--University of California, Berkeley
Loretta Ross--Executive Director, National Center for Human Rights Education
Carl Jensen--Founder, Project Censored
Ellen Braune--Publicist
Jamie Love--Director, Consumer Project on Technology
Dan Simon--Founder, Seven Stories Press
Juliet Schor--Harvard University
Herbert Schiller--Professor Emeritus, University of California, San Diego
Barbara Ehrenreich--Author
Gloria Steinem--Ms.
Mumia Abu-Jamal--Joumalist
Kurt Vonnegut-- Author

Additional Comments=
name=Louis Hiken
street=368 Hayes Street
city=S.F.
state=CA
zip=94102
=Send to FCC
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<kvincent@mmm.com>
K1DOM.K1P01(BKENNARD),ROUTE_A.GWIA1(lmec@tao.cal ,"...
Fri, Jul 9. 1999 9:21 AM
In Support of the MEC Letter on MM Docket No. 99-25

To: The Honorable William E. Kennard Chairman,
Commissioner Gloria Tristani,
Commissioner Michael Powell
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Harold Furchgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals 455 Twelfth Street S.W. Washington, DC 20554

cc: President Clinton, Hillary Clinton, Vice President AI Gore,
Bill Bradley, and George Bush, Jr.

cc: Microradio Empowerment Coalition

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

MM Docket No. 99-25
Regarding The Creation of Low Power FM Licenses: RM-9242, RM-9208

Dear Honorable Chairman Kennard,

We are writing to commend you and the Federal Communications Commission
for taking action on an issue of great importance to us - ending the
21-year ban on community access to the airwaves. We have become
increasingly concerned about the growing concentration of the media
in our country and are pleased that the Commission is responding to
public outcry to increase opportunities for local communities to use
our radio airwaves.

One of the fundamental tenets of our democracy is to ensure that
diverse interests have opportunities to express themselves, not
merely to be the recipients of what a handful of other people tell
them. It is a nonnegotiable component of our right to a free press
and free speech.

Radio is perhaps the most qualified of any media outlet to provide
community access. It is a relatively inexpensive medium to produce
and is well-suited to cover community issues and local culture.
Unfortunately, over the past three years the U.S. radio broadcasting
industry has experienced an unprecedented wave of consolidation and
mergers. As a result, the electronic medium best suited to inexpensive,
local programming has become arguably the most regimented and
centralized of our major media. Even a multimillionaire would have
trouble entering the radio broadcasting industry today, because
economies of scale (permitted by deregulation) demand that a firm
own numerous stations in several markets to be even remotely
competitive. As for the person of average means, their lot is
limited to being a passive consumer of an increasingly monopolistic
industry that has less and less competitive pressure to heed the
diverse, local needs of listeners. And, for poor people and others
who are considered unimportant to the advertising community, radio
increasingly has little to offer. Again, the great tragedy of this
situation is that radio is the ideal medium to provide an accessible
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local service for democratic communications of intereSt'Md value to

";,\
the entire population.

Awarding licenses for new low power FM radio stations would empower
local communities with a new public forum to express its many voices,
cultures, ideas, and needs. Low power radio stations would create much
needed public fora for a variety of groups - including community
activists, youth, ethnic and linguistic minorities, the religious
community, local artists and cultural associations - and provide a
forum for dialogue and debate about important local and public interest
issues. These kinds of stations would strengthen community identity in
urban neighborhoods, rural towns and other communities which are
currently too small to win attention from "mainstream",
profit-driven media.

The strong interest in independent radio stations shows that the
creation of low power radio service would have wide public support.
The tremendous demand for microradio is demonstrated by the emergence
of a national Free Radio Movement, widespread civil disobedience,
constitutional challenges of the Commission's aggressively enforced
21-year ban, as well as the proliferation of unlicensed community
radio stations supported by local government, whose operators
broadcast at the risk of financial losses, seizure of property,
arrest, and in some cases, imprisonment.

In addition, the Commission has stated that in the last year alone,
13,000 people inquired regarding the possibility of obtaining a
license for low power broadcasting in their communities.
In support with the efforts of the Microradio Empowerment Coalition
(mec@tao.ca), we urge you to legalize microradio in order to benefit
non-commercial community groups whose interest in microradio is to
communicate, to educate, and to inform, not to make money. We are
confident you agree that broad citizen access to information and
culture is at the heart of a democratic society.

To support this vision, we urge you to legalize microradio with the
following concerns in mind:

1. Microradio licenses should be awarded for non-commercial use only.
The current radio spectrum is dominated by commercial media.
LPFM licenses should go to non-commercial community groups who
want to use radio to communicate with their neighbors, not make
profit from them.

2. Licenses should be held locally, be non-transferable, affordable
to all communities, easy to apply for and limited to one per license
holder; they should NOT be businesses.

3. Power levels should be up to 100 watts in urban areas and up to
250 watts in rural areas.

4. The Commission should NOT diminish new low-power stations to
"secondary status." It would be a tragedy to take away licenses
from low-power community stations just because the Commission
subsequently granted a power increase to a pre-existing station or
granted a new high power license somewhere nearby.



5. The Commission should grant full amnesty for the microbroadcast
pioneers who have suffered government seizure and fines. Their property
should be returned. They should be granted equal opportunity in applying
for and receiving new licenses.

6. Problems, technical or otherwise, should be referred to the local
voluntary micropower organization for assistance or mediation (e.g.
the Ham radio model). The FCC should be the forum of last resort.

7. LPFM must be protected and maintained in the future as radio makes
the transition from analog to digital broadcasting.

8. If the FCC intends to license some commercial stations, they must be
licensed last. In this instance, there should be a 2 year "headstart"
for non-commercial licenses. The right of citizens to communicate is
protected by the Constitution and the FCC's mandate. The right to make
money through local radio is not a protection under the FCC's mandate.

9. Stations should be locally programmed. However recorded materials such
as music, poetry, documentaries, features etc. may be used. Sharing of
program materials and resources among micro and community stations is
strongly encouraged. No more than 20% of air time from off-site feeds
or syndicated tapes.

10. Licenses should be awarded to unincorporated non-commercial
associations, and non-profit organizations.

11. Within two years new spectrum space (including any future digital
spectrum space) should be allocated for continued expansion of microradio
broadcasters so that any community group that wishes to broadcast has
access to available spectrum space (frequencies). Further, all
manufacturers of consumer radio receivers for sale in the United States
should be required to include this spectrum set aside for microradio
broadcasters.

12. Licensing fees should be affordable to all communities.

Again, we commend Chairman Kennard and the Commission for your
willingness to address these issues. We are hopeful that the creation
of a new class of low power FM radio licensing becomes a reality during
the Chairman's present term. We look forward to working on making the
airwaves more accessible for our local communities.

Signed,

MEC Honorary Chair:
Robert W. McChesney, Madison

Steering Committee:
Sara Zia Ebrahimi, Philadelphia
Diane Fleming, Philadelphia
Peter Franck, San Francisco
Amanda Huron, Washington, D.C.
Alan Kom, San Francisco
Greg Ruggiero, New York City



Robert W. McChesney-- University Of Illinois, Urbana
Noam Chomsky--Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Howard Zinn--Professor Emeritus, Boston University
Nancy Kranich--Librarian
Ron Daniels--Executive Director, Center for Constitutional Rights
George Gerbner--Founder, Cultural Environment Movement
Edward Herman--Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania
Janine Jackson--Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting
Mark Crispin Miller--New York University
Laura Flanders--national producer for Pacifica Radio
David Barsamian--Director, Alternative Radio
Stewart Eweb -- Author
Elaine Bernard--Harvard Trade Union Program
AI Lewis--Organizer ("Grandpa" from the Munsters)
Dee Dee Halleck--Deep Dish TV
Ben Bagdikian--University of California, Berkeley
Loretta Ross--Executive Director, National Center for Human Rights
Education
Carl Jensen--Founder, Project Censored
Ellen Braune--Publicist
Jamie Love--Director, Consumer Project on Technology
Dan Simon--Founder, Seven Stories Press
Juliet Schor--Harvard University
Herbert Schiller--Professor Emeritus, University of California, San Diego
Barbara Ehrenreich--Author
Gloria Steinem--Ms.
Mumia Abu-Jamal--Journalist
Kurt Vonnegut-- Author

Kelly Vincent--Tulsa, Oklahoma
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Subject:

=To: The Honorable William E. Kennard Chairman,
Commissioner Gloria Tristani,
Commissioner Michael Powell
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Harold Furchgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals 455 Twelfth Street S.W. Washington, DC 20554

cc: President Clinton, Hillary Clinton, Vice President AI Gore,
Bill Bradley, and George Bush, Jr.

cc: Microradio Empowerment Coalition
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Sara Malkawi <smalkawi@wireless.tellabs.com>
K2DOM.K2P01 (GTRISTAN),K4DOM.K4P02(MPOWELL,SNESS),R...
Fri, Jul 9, 1999 9:07 AM
In Support of the MEC Letter on MM Docket No. 99-25

RECEIVED

~8I'Muelz-

MM Docket No. 99-25
Regarding The Creation of Low Power FM Licenses: RM-9242, RM-9208

Dear Honorable Chairman Kennard,

We are writing to commend you and the Federal Communications Commission
for taking action on an issue of great importance to us - ending the
21-year ban on community access to the airwaves. We have become '"
increasingly concerned about the growing concentration of the media
in our country and are pleased that the Commission is responding to
public outcry to increase opportunities for local communities to use
our radio airwaves.

One of the fundamental tenets of our democracy is to ensure that
diverse interests have opportunities to express themselves, not
merely to be the recipients of what a handful of other people tell
them. It is a nonnegotiable component of our right to a free press
and free speech.

Radio is perhaps the most qualified of any media outlet to provide
community access. It is a relatively inexpensive medium to produce
and is well-suited to cover community issues and local culture.
Unfortunately, over the past three years the U.S. radio broadcasting
industry has experienced an unprecedented wave of consolidation and
mergers. As a result, the electronic medium best suited to inexpensive,
local programming has become arguably the most regimented and
centralized of our major media. Even a multimillionaire would have
trouble entering the radio broadcasting industry today, because
economies of scale (permitted by deregulation) demand that a firm
own numerous stations in several markets to be even remotely
competitive. As for the person of average means, their lot is
limited to being a passive consumer of an increasingly monopolistic
industry that has less and less competitive pressure to heed the
diverse, local needs of listeners. And, for poor people and others
who are considered unimportant to the advertising community, radio
increasingly has little to offer. Again, the great tragedy of this
situation is that radio is the ideal medium to provide an accessible
local service for democratic communications of interest and value to
the entire popUlation.
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Awarding licenses for new low power FM radio stations would empower
local communities with a new public forum to express its many voices,
cultures, ideas, and needs. Low power radio stations would create much
needed public fora for a variety of groups - including community
activists, youth, ethnic and linguistic minorities, the religious
community, local artists and cultural associations - and provide a
forum for dialogue and debate about important local and public interest
issues. These kinds of stations would strengthen community identity in
urban neighborhoods, rural towns and other communities which are
currently too small to win attention from "mainstream",
profit-driven media.

The strong interest in independent radio stations shows that the
creation of low power radio service would have wide public support.
The tremendous demand for microradio is demonstrated by the emergence
of a national Free Radio Movement, widespread civil disobedience,
constitutional challenges of the Commission's aggressively enforced
21-year ban, as well as the proliferation of unlicensed community
radio stations supported by local govemment, whose operators
broadcast at the risk of financial losses, seizure of property,
arrest, and in some cases, imprisonment.

In addition, the Commission has stated that in the last year alone,
13,000 people inquired regarding the possibility of obtaining a
license for low power broadcasting in their communities.
In support with the efforts of the Microradio Empowerment Coalition
(mec@tao.ca), we urge you to legalize microradio in order to benefit
non-commercial community groups whose interest in microradio is to
communicate, to educate, and to inform, not to make money. We are
confident you agree that broad citizen access to information and
culture is at the heart of a democratic society.

To support this vision, we urge you to legalize microradio with the
following concerns in mind:

1. Microradio licenses should be awarded for non-commercial use only.
The current radio spectrum is dominated by commercial media.
LPFM licenses should go to non-commercial community groups who
want to use radio to communicate with their neighbors, not make
profit from them.

2. Licenses should be held locally, be non-transferable, affordable
to all communities, easy to apply for and limited to one per license
holder; they should NOT be businesses.

3. Power levels should be up to 100 watts in urban areas and up to
250 watts in rural areas.

4. The Commission should NOT diminish new low-power stations to
"secondary status." It would be a tragedy to take away licenses
from low-power community stations just because the Commission
subsequently granted a power increase to a pre-existing station or
granted a new high power license somewhere nearby.

5. The Commission should grant full amnesty for the microbroadcast



pioneers who have suffered government seizure and fines. Their property
should be returned. They should be granted equal opportunity in applying
for and receiving new licenses.

6. Problems, technical or otherwise, should be referred to the local
voluntary micropower organization for assistance or mediation (e.g.
the Ham radio model). The FCC should be the forum of last resort.

7. LPFM must be protected and maintained in the future as radio makes
the transition from analog to digital broadcasting.

8. If the FCC intends to license some commercial stations, they must be
licensed last. In this instance, there should be a 2 year "headstart"
for non-commercial licenses. The right of citizens to communicate is
protected by the Constitution and the FCC's mandate. The right to make
money through local radio is not a protection under the FCC's mandate.

9. Stations should be locally programmed. However recorded materials such
as music, poetry, documentaries, features etc. may be used. Sharing of
program materials and resources among micro and community stations is
strongly encouraged. No more than 20% of air time from off-site feeds
or syndicated tapes.

10. Licenses should be awarded to unincorporated non-commercial
associations, and non-profit organizations.

11. Within two years new spectrum space (inclUding any future digital
spectrum space) should be allocated for continued expansion of microradio
broadcasters so that any community group that wishes to broadcast has
access to available spectrum space (frequencies). Further, all
manufacturers of consumer radio receivers for sale in the United States
should be required to include this spectrum set aside for microradio
broadcasters.

12. Licensing fees should be affordable to all communities.

Again, we commend Chairman Kennard and the Commission for your
willingness to address these issues. We are hopeful that the creation
of a new class of low power FM radio licensing becomes a reality during
the Chairman's present term. We look forward to working on making the
airwaves more accessible for our local communities.

Signed,

MEC Honorary Chair:
Robert W. McChesney, Madison

Steering Committee:
Sara Zia Ebrahimi, Philadelphia
Diane Fleming, Philadelphia
Peter Franck, San Francisco
Amanda Huron, Washington, D.C.
Alan Korn, San Francisco
Greg Ruggiero, New York City

Robert W. McChesney-- University Of Illinois, Urbana



Noam Chomsky--Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Howard Zinn--Professor Emeritus, Boston University
Nancy Kranich--Librarian
Ron Daniels--Executive Director ,Center for Constitutional Rights
George Gerbner--Founder, Cultural Environment Movement
Edward Herman--Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania
Janine Jackson--Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting
Mark Crispin Miller--New York University
Laura Flanders--national producer for Pacifica Radio
David Barsamian--Director, Alternative Radio
Stewart Ewen -- Author
Elaine Bernard--Harvard Trade Union Program
AI Lewis--Organizer ("Grandpa" from the Munsters) ,,:'
Dee Dee Halleck--Deep Dish TV
Ben Bagdikian--University of California, Berkeley
Loretta Ross--Executive Director, National Center for Human Rights Education
Carl Jensen--Founder, Project Censored
Ellen Braune--Publicist
Jamie Love--Director, Consumer Project on Technology
Dan Simon--Founder, Seven Stories Press
Juliet Schor--Harvard University
Herbert Schiller--Professor Emeritus, University of California, San Diego
Barbara Ehrenreich--Author
Gloria Steinem--Ms.
Mumia Abu-Jamal--Journalist
Kurt Vonnegut-- Author

Additional Comments=
name=Sara Malkawi
street=36 Gill Rd
city=Waltham
state=MA
zip=02453
=Send to FCC
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Jim Foster (jwfoster97@aol.com) writes:

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

ORIGINAL
Jim Foster <jwfoster97@aol.com>
K1 DOM.K1 P01 (BKENNARD)
Wed, Jun 23,199910:28 PM
Comments to the Chairman

RECEIVED

JUL 13 1999 ~~
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Thank you for your support of LPFM. I have been waiting for so long for my dream of owning a radio
station.

Server protocol: HTTP/1.0
Remote host: 152.163.197.192
Remote IP address: 152.163.197.192
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I am writing you to urge you to consider the Proposed Rule for establishment
of a LowPower Radio Service (in FCC Dockets RM-9208 and RM-9242) also known
as MM Docket 99-25. I support licensing for both commercial-airing AND
commercial-free LPRS stations. I am urge for protection of stations at 100
watts or less from being "bumped" by larger stations. Further, I support
licensing stations in the range of 1 to 10 watts. I hope you will work to
protect and support low power and micro radio. Thank you.

...-w. ~.J:ATlOWi COiilft.tlll.u
ePPlCE IJf TN!: ff!Clmit

"Kyle Browning" <browning@cjnetworks.com>
K1 DOM.K1 P01 (FCCINFO,BKENNARD),K2DOM.K2P01 (GTRISlJANJ. 3 1999
Tue, Jun 22, 1999 8:26 PM
Support MicroRadio!!!

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Kyle Browning
browning@cjnetworks.com
1421 West 7th #2
Lawrence I KS 66044
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I am writing in support of the FCC's efforts to allow more low power FM
broadcasting (LPFM).

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Bruce Houghton <skylineb@together.net>
K1 DOM.K1 P01 (BKENNARD) ,ROUTE_A.GWIA1("Infor")
Wed, Jun 23, 1999 6:36 AM ..-w.. .MI!lr.l'"Ji:neMl~••1
FCC AND LOW POWER FM ~t!1/¥ fIltMrfW

As a community activist and business person in rural northern NH
(Lancaster) I have seen our airwaves taken over by companies who
increasingly beam their programing in from elsewhere or create it in a
computer. The era of live programing with local news and info is virtually
dead here.

The community deserves a way to recapture it's airways, and since the FCC
has virtually eliminated local content rules for radio this has become even
more essential.

Please allow LPFM. The airwaves belong to the people not just big business.

Bruce Houghton
PO Box 31
Lancaster, NH 03584
BRUCE HOUGHTON
bruce@skylineonline.com
SKYLINE MUSIC
http://www.skylineonline.com
ph 603.586.7171
fax 603.586.7068
PO Box 31
Lancaster, NH 03584

EX PARTE OR LATE FtLEO
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"Edward A. Gray" <edgray@avalon.net>
·K2DOM.K2P01 (GTRISTAN),K4DOM.K4P02(MPOWELL,SNESS),K...
Sun, Jul 11, 1999 7:39 PM
In Support of the MEC Letter on MM Docket No. 99:-25

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

=To: The Honorable William E. Kennard Chairman,
Commissioner Gloria Tristani,
Commissioner Michael Powell
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Harold Furchgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals 455 Twelfth Street S.W. Washington, DC 20554

cc: President Clinton, Hillary ClintonVice President AI Gore,
Bill Bradley, and George Bush, Jr.

cc: Microradio Empowerment Coalition

MM Docket No. 99-25
Regarding The Creation of Low Power FM Licenses: RM-9242, RM-9208

Dear Honorable Chairman Kennard,

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

We are writing to commend you and the Federal Communications Commission
for taking action on an issue of great importance to us - ending the
21-year ban on community access to the airwaves. We have become
increasingly concerned about the growing concentration of the media
in our country and are pleased that the Commission is responding to
public outcry to increase opportunities for local communities to use
our radio airwaves.

One of the fundamental tenets of our democracy is to ensure that
diverse interests have opportunities to express themselves, not
merely to be the recipients of what a handful of other people tell
them. It is a nonnegotiable component of our right to a free press
and free speech.

Radio is perhaps the most qualified of any media outlet to provide
community access. It is a relatively inexpensive medium to produce
and is well-suited to cover community issues and local culture.
Unfortunately, over the past three years the U.S. radio broadcasting
industry has experienced an unprecedented wave of consolidation and
mergers. As a result, the electronic medium best suited to inexpensive,
local programming has become arguably the most regimented and
centralized of our major media. Even a multimillionaire would have
trouble entering the radio broadcasting industry today, because
economies of scale (permitted by deregulation) demand that a firm
own numerous stations in several markets to be even remotely
competitive. As for the person of average means, their lot is
limited to being a passive consumer of an increasingly monopolistic
industry that has less and less competitive pressure to heed the
diverse, local needs of listeners. And, for poor people and others
who are considered unimportant to the advertising community, radio
increasingly has little to offer. Again, the great tragedy of this
situation is that radio is the ideal medium to provide an accessible
local service for democratic communications of interest and value to
the entire population.

_.__._•.._------
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Awarding licenses for new low power FM radio stations would empower
local communities with a new public forum to express its many voices,
cultures, ideas, and needs. Low power radio stations would create much
needed public fora for a variety of groups - including community
activists, youth, ethnic and linguistic minorities, the religious
community, local artists and cultural associations - and provide a
forum for dialogue and debate about important local and public interest
issues. These kinds of stations would strengthen community identity in
urban neighborhoods, rural towns and other communities which are
currently too small to win attention from "mainstream",
profit-driven media.

The strong interest in independent radio stations shows that the
creation of low power radio service would have wide public support.
The tremendous demand for microradio is demonstrated by the emergence
of a national Free Radio Movement, widespread civil disobedience,
constitutional challenges of the Commission's aggressively enforced
21-year ban, as well as the proliferation of unlicensed community
radio stations supported by local government, whose operators
broadcast at the risk of financial losses, seizure of property,
arrest, and in some cases, imprisonment.

In addition, the Commission has stated that in the last year alone,
13,000 people inquired regarding the possibility of obtaining a
license for low power broadcasting in their communities.
In support with the efforts of the Microradio Empowerment Coalition
(mec@tao.ca), we urge you to legalize microradio in order to benefit
non-commercial community groups whose interest in microradio is to
communicate, to educate, and to inform, not to make money. We are
confident you agree that broad citizen access to information and
culture is at the heart of a democratic society.

To support this vision, we urge you to legalize microradio with the
following concerns in mind:

1. Microradio licenses should be awarded for non-commercial use only.
The current radio spectrum is dominated by commercial media.
LPFM licenses should go to non-commercial community groups who
want to use radio to communicate with their neighbors, not make
profit from them.

2. Licenses should be held locally, be non-transferable, affordable
to all communities, easy to apply for and limited to one per license
holder; they should NOT be businesses.

3. Power levels should be up to 100 watts in urban areas and up to
250 watts in rural areas.

4. The Commission should NOT diminish new low-power stations to
"secondary status." It would be a tragedy to take away licenses
from low-power community stations just because the Commission
subsequently granted a power increase to a pre-existing station or
granted a new high power license somewhere nearby.

5. The Commission should grant full amnesty for the microbroadcast



pioneers who have suffered government seizure and fines. Their property
should be returned. They should be granted equal opportunity in applying
for and receiving new licenses.

6. Problems, technical or otherwise, should be referred to the local
voluntary micropower organization for assistance or mediation (e.g.
the Ham radio model). The FCC should be the forum of last resort.

7. LPFM must be protected and maintained in the future as radio makes
the transition from analog to digital broadcasting.

8. If the FCC intends to license some commercial stations, they must be
licensed last. In this instance, there should be a 2 year "headstart"
for non-commercial licenses. The right of citizens to communicate is
protected by the Constitution and the FCC's mandate. The right to make
money through local radio is not a protection under the FCC's mandate.

9. Stations should be locally programmed. However recorded materials such
as music, poetry, documentaries, features etc. may be used. Sharing of
program materials and resources among micro and community stations is
strongly encouraged. No more than 20% of air time from off-site feeds
or syndicated tapes.

10. Licenses should be awarded to unincorporated non-commercial
associations, and non-profit organizations.

11. Within two years new spectrum space (including any future digital
spectrum space) should be allocated for continued expansion of microradio
broadcasters so that any community group that wishes to broadcast has
access to available spectrum space (frequencies). Further, all
manufacturers of consumer radio receivers for sale in the United States
should be required to include this spectrum set aside for microradio
broadcasters.

12. Licensing fees should be affordable to all communities.

Again, we commend Chairman Kennard and the Commission for your
willingness to address these issues. We are hopeful that the creation
of a new class of low power FM radio licensing becomes a reality during
the Chairman's present term. We look forward to working on making the
airwaves more accessible for our local communities.

Signed,

MEC Honorary Chair:
Robert W. McChesney, Madison

Steering Committee:
Sara Zia Ebrahimi, Philadelphia
Diane Fleming, Philadelphia
Peter Franck, San Francisco
Amanda Huron, Washington, D.C.
Alan Korn, San Francisco
Greg Ruggiero, New York City

Robert W. McChesney-- University Of Illinois, Urbana



Noam Chomsky--Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Howard Zinn--Professor Emeritus, Boston University
Nancy Kranich--Librarian
Ron Daniels--Executive Director,Center for Constitutional Rights
George Gerbner--Founder, Cultural Environment Movement
Edward Herman--Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania
Janine Jackson--Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting
Mark Crispin Miller--New York University
Laura Flanders--national producer for Pacifica Radio
David Barsamian--Director, Alternative Radio
Elaine Bernard--Harvard Trade Union Program
AI Lewis--Organizer ("Grandpa" from the Munsters)
Dee Dee Halleck--Deep Dish TV
Ben Bagdikian--University of California, Berkeley
Loretta Ross--Executive Director, National Center for Human Rights Education
Carl Jensen--Founder, Project Censored
Ellen Braune--Publicist
Jamie Love--Director, Consumer Project on Technology
Dan Simon--Founder, Seven Stories Press
Juliet Schor--Harvard University
Herbert Schiller--Professor Emeritus, University of California, San Diego
Barbara Ehrenreich--Author
Gloria Steinem--Ms.
Mumia Abu-Jamal--Journalist
Kurt Vonnegut-- Author
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Form Response

+=To%3A+The+Honorable+William+E.+Kennard+Chairman%2C+%OD%OA++++Commissioner+GI
oria+Tristani%2C+%OD%OA++++Commissioner+Michael+Powell+%OD%OA++++Commissioner+
Susan+Ness+%OD%OA++++Commissioner+Harold+Furchgott-Roth+%OD%OA++++Federal+Comm
unications+Commission+%OD%OA++++The+Portals+455+Twelfth+Street+S.W.+WashiRgton
%2C+DC+20554%OD%OAcc%3A+President+Clinton%2C+Hillary+CIinton%2C+Vice+President
+AI+Gore%2C+%OD%OA++++Bill+Bradley%2C+and+George+Bush%2C+Jr.%OD%OAcc%3A+Micror
adio+Empowerment+Coalition+%OD%OA%OD%OAMM+Docket+No.+99-25%OD%OARegarding+The+
Creation+of+Low+Power+FM+Licenses%3A+RM-9242%2C+RM-9208%OD%OA%OD%OA%OD%OADear
+
Honorable+Chairman+Kennard%2C%OD%OA%OD%OAWe+are+writing+to+commend+you+and+the
+Federal+Communications+Commission+%OD%OAfor+taking+action+on+an+issue+of+grea
t+importance+to+us+-+ending+the+%OD%OA21-year+ban+on+community+access+to+the+a
irwaves.+We+have+become+%OD%OAincreasingly+concerned+about+the+growing+concent
ration+of+the+media+%OD%OAin+our+country+and+are+pleased+that+the+Commission+i
s+responding+to+%OD%OApublic+outcry+to+increase+opportunities+for+local+commun
ities+to+use+%OD%OAour+radio+airwaves.%OD%OA%OD%OAOne+of+the+fundamental+tenet
s+of+our+democracy+is+to+ensure+that+%OD%OAdiverse+interests+have+opportunitie
s+to+express+~hemselves%2C+not+%OD%OAmerely+to+be+the+recipients+of+what+a+han

dful+of+other+people+tell+%OD%OAthem.+lt+is+a+nonnegotiable+component+of+our+r
ight+to+a+free+press+%OD%OAand+free+speech.%OD%OA%OD%OARadio+is+perhaps+the+mo
st+qualified+of+any+media+outlet+to+provide+%OD%OAcommunity+access.+It+is+a+re
latively+inexpensive+medium+to+produce+%OD%OAand+is+welI-suited+to+cover+commu
nity+issues+and+local+culture.+%OD%OAUnfortunately%2C+over+the+past+three+year
s+the+U.S.+radio+broadcasting+%OD%OAindustry+has+experienced+an+unprecedented+
wave+of+consolidation+and+%OD%OAmergers.+As+a+result%2C+the+electronic+medium+
best+suited+to+inexpensive%2C+%OD%OAlocal+programming+has+become+arguably+the+
most+regimented+and+%OD%OAcentralized+of+our+major+media.+Even+a+multimilliona
ire+would+have+%OD%OAtrouble+entering+the+radio+broadcasting+industry+today%2C
+because+%OD%OAeconomies+of+scale+%28permitted+by+deregulation%29+demand+that+
a+firm+%OD%OAown+numerous+stations+in+several+markets+to+be+even+remotely+%OD%
OAcompetitive.+As+for+the+person+of+average+means%2C+their+lot+is+%OD%OAlimite
d+to+being+a+passive+consumer+of+an+increasingly+monopolistic+%OD%OAindustry+t
hat+has+less+and+less+competitive+pressure+to+heed+the+%OD%OAdiverse%2C+local+
needs+of+listeners.+And%2C+for+poor+people+and+others+%OD%OAwho+are+considered
+unimportant+to+the+advertising+community%2C+radio+%OD%0Aincreasingly+has-tmtt
le+to+offer.+Again%2C+the+great+tragedy+of+this+%OD%OAsituation+is+that+radio+
is+the+ideal+medium+to+provide+an+accessible+%OD%OAlocaI+service+for+democrati
c+communications+of+interest+and+value+to+%OD%OAthe+entire+population.%OD%OA%O
D%OAAwarding+licenses+for+new+low+power+FM+radio+stations+would+empower+%OD%OA
local+communities+with+a+new+public+forum+to+express+its+many+voices%2C+%OD%OA
cultures%2C+ideas%2C+and+needs.+Low+power+radio+stations+would+create+much+%OD
%OAneeded+public+fora+for+a+variety+of+groups+-+including+community+%OD%OAacti
vists%2C+youth%2C+ethnic+and+linguistic+minorities%2C+the+religious+%OD%OAcomm
unity%2C+local+artists+and+cultural+associations+-+and+provide+a+%OD%OAforum+f
or+dialogue+and+debate+about+important+local+and+public+interest+%OD%OAissues.
+These+kinds+of+stations+would+strengthen+community+identity+in+%OD%OAurban+ne
ighborhoods%2C+rural+towns+and+other+communities+which+are+%OD%OAcurrently+too
+small+to+win+attention+from+%22mainstream%22%2C%OD%OAprofit-driven+media.%OD%
OA%OD%OAThe+strong+interest+in+independent+radio+stations+shows+that+the+%OD%O
Acreation+of+low+power+radio+service+would+have+wide+public+support.+%OD%OAThe
+tremendous+demand+for+microradio+is+demonstrated+by+the+emergence+%'I~f!~"rec'd D-t
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national+Free+Radio+Movement%2C+widespread+civil+disobedience%2C+%OD%OAconstit
utional+challenges+of+the+Commission%27s+aggressively+enforced+%OD%OA21-year+b
an%2C+as+well+as+the+proliferation+of+unlicensed+community+%OD%OAradio+station
s+supported+by+local+govemment%2C+whose+operators+%OD%OAbroadcast+at+the+risk
+of+financial+losses%2C+seizure+of+property%2C+%OD%OAarrest%2C+and+in+sorne+cas
es%2C+imprisonment.%OD%OA%OD%OAln+addition%2C+the+Commission+has+stated+that+i
n+the+last+year+alone%2C+%OD%OA13%2COOO+people+inquired+regarding+the+possibil
ity+of+obtaining+a+%OD%OAlicense+for+low+power+broadcasting+in+their+communiti
es.%OD%OAln+support+with+the+efforts+of+the+Microradio+Empowerment+Coalition+%
OD%OA%28mec@tao.ca%29%2C+we+urge+you+to+legalize+microradio+in+order+to+benefi
t+%OD%OAnon-commercial+community+groups+whose+interest+in+microradio+is+to+%OD
%OAcommunicate%2C+to+educate%2C+and+to+inform%2C+not+to+make+money.+We+are+%OD
%OAconfident+you+agree+that+broad+citizen+access+to+information+and+%OD%OAcult
ure+is+at+the+heart+of+a+democratic+society.%OD%OA%OD%OATo+support+this+vision
%2C+we+urge+you+to+legalize+microradio+with+the+%OD%OAfollowing+concems+in+mi
nd%3A%OD%OA%OD%OA1.+Microradio+licenses+should+be+awarded+for+non-commercial+u
se+only.+%OD%OAThe+current+radio+spectrum+is+dominated+by+commercial+media.+%O
D%OALPFM+licenses+should+go+to+non-commercial+community+groups+who+%OD%OAwant+
to+use+radio+to+communicate+with+their+neighbors%2C+not+make+%OD%OAprofit+from
+them.%OD%OA%OD%OA2.+Licenses+should+be+held+locally%2C+be+non-transferable%2C
+affordable+%OD%OAto+all+communities%2C+easy+to+apply+for+and+limited+to+one+p
er+license+%OD%OAholder%3B+they+should+NOT+be+businesses.%OD%OA%OD%OA3.+Power+
levels+should+be+up+to+100+watts+in+urban+areas+and+up+to+%OD%0A250+watts+in+r
ural+areas.%OD%OA%OD%OA4.+The+Commission+should+NOT+diminish+new+low-power+sta
tions+to+%OD%OA%22secondary+status.%22+lt+would+be+a+tragedy+to+take+away+lice
nses+%OD%OAfrom+low-power+community+stations+just+because+the+Commission+%OD%O
Asubsequently+granted+a+power+increase+to+a+pre-existing+station+or+%OD%OAgran
ted+a+new+high+power+Iicense+somewhere+nearby.%OD%OA%OD%OA5.+The+Col1lmission+sh
ould+grant+full+amnesty+for+the+microbroadcast+%OD%OApioneers+who+have+suffere
d+govemment+seizure+and+fines.+Their+property+%OD%OAshould+be+retumed.+They+
should+be+granted+equal+opportunity+in+applying+%OD%OAfor+and+receiving+new+li
censes.%OD%OA%OD%OA6.+Problems%2C+technical+or+otherwise%2C+should+be+referred
+to+the+local+%OD%OAvoluntary+micropower+organization+for+assistance+or+mediat
ion+%28e.g.+%OD%OAthe+Ham+radio+model%29.+The+FCC+should+be+the+forum+of+last+
resort.%OD%OA%OD%OA7.+LPFM+must+be+protected+and+maintained+in+the+future+as+r
adio+makes+%OD%OAthe+transition+from+analog+to+digital+broadcasting.%OD%OA%OD%
OA8.+If+the+FCC+intends+to+license+some+commercial+stations%2C+they+must+be+%O
D%OAlicensed+last.+In+this+instance%2C+there+should+be+a+2+year+%22headstart%2
2+%OD%OAfor+non-commercial+licenses.+The+right+of+citizens+to+communicate+is+%
OD%OAprotected+by+the+Constitution+and+the+FCC%27s+mandate.+The+right+to+make+
%OD%OAmoney+through+local+radio+is+not+a+protection+under+the+FCC%27s+mandate.
%OD%OA%OD%OA9.+Stations+should+be+locally+programmed.+However+recorded+materia
Is+such+%OD%OAas+music%2C+poetry%2C+documentaries%2C+features+etc.+may+be+used
.+Sharing+of+%OD%OAprogram+materials+and+resources+among+micro+and+community+s
tations+is+%OD%OAstrongly+encouraged.+No+more+than+20%25+of+air+time+from+off­
site+feeds+%OD%OAor+syndicated+tapes.%OD%OA%OD%OA10.+Licenses+should+be+awarde
d+to+unincorporated+non-commercial+%OD%OAassociations%2C+and+non-profit+organi
zations.%OD%OA%OD%OA11.+Within+two+years+new+spectrum+space+%28including+any+f
uture+digital+%OD%OAspectrum+space%29+should+be+allocated+for+continued+expans
ion+of+microradio+%OD%OAbroadcasters+so+that+any+community+group+that+wishes+t
o+broadcast+has+%OD%OAaccess+to+available+spectrum+space+%28frequencieso/'i9.+Fu
rther%2C+all+%OD%OAmanufacturers+of+consumer+radio+receivers+for+sale+in+the+U
nited+States+%OD%OAshould+be+required+to+include+this+spectrum+set+aside+for+m
icroradio+%OD%OAbroadcasters.%OD%OA%OD%OA12.+Licensing+fees+should+be+affordab
le+to+all+communities.%OD%OA%OD%OAAgain%2C+we+commend+Chairman+Kennard+and+the
+Commission+for+your+%OD%OAwillingness+to+address+these+issues.+We+are+hopeful



+that+the+creation+%OD%OAof+a+new+class+of+low+power+FM+radio+licensing+become
s+a+reality+during+%OD%OAthe+Chairman%27s+present+term.+We+look+forward+to+wor
king+on+making+the+%OD%OAairwaves+more+accessible+for+our+local+communities.%0
DO/OOAO/OODO/OOASigned%2C%ODO/OOA%ODO/OOAMEC+Honorary+ChairoIb3A+O/OOD%OARobert+W.+McChe
sney
%2C+Madison%OD%OA%OD%OASteering+Committee%3A%OD%OASara+Zia+Ebrahimi%2C+Philade
Iphia%ODOfoOADiane+Fleming%2C+Philadelphia%OD%OAPeter+Franck%2C+San+Francisco%OD
%OAAmanda+Huron%2C+Washington%2C+D.C.%OD%OAAlan+Kom%2C+San+Francisco%OD%OAGre
g+Ruggiero%2C+New+York+City%OD%OA%OD%OARobert+W.+McChesney--+University+Of+111
inois%2C+Urbana%OD%OANoam+Chomsky--Massachusetts+lnstitute+of+Technology%ODO/OOA
Howard+Zinn--Professor+Emeritus%2C+Boston+University%OD%OANancy+Kranich--Libra
rian%OD%OARon+Daniels--Executive+Director+%2CCenter+for+Constitutional+Rights%
OD%OAGeorge+Gerbner--Foundero/o2C+Cultural+Environment+Movement%OD%OAEdward+Herm
an--Wharton+SchooIO/02C+University+of+PennsylvaniaO/OOD%OAJanine+Jackson--Fairness
+and+Accuracy+in+Reporting%OD%OAMark+Crispin+Miller--New+York+University%QD%OA
Laura+Flanders--national+producer+for+Pacifica+Radio%OD%OADavid+Barsamian--~ir
ectoro/o2C+Alternative+Radio%OD%OAStewart+Ewen+--+Authoro/oOD%OAElaine+Bemard--Ha
rvard+Trade++Union+Program%OD%OAAI+Lewis--Organizer+%28%22Grandpa%22+from+the+
Munsters%290/00D%OADee+Dee+Halleck--Deep+Dish+TV%OD%OABen+Bagdikian--University+
of+California0f02C+Berkeley%OD%OALoretta+Ross--Executive+Directoro/o2C+National+Ce
nter+for+Human+Rights+Education%OD%OACarl+Jensen--Foundero/o2C+Project+Censored%
OD%OAEllen+Braune--Publicist%OD%OAJamie+Love--Directorolb2C+Consumer+Project+on+
Technology%OD%OADan+Simon--Foundero/o2C+Seven+Stories+Press%OD%OAJuliet+Schor--H
arvard+University%ODO/OOAHerbert+Schiller--Professor+Emeritus%2C+University+of+C
alifornia%2C+San+Diego%OD%OABarbara+Ehrenreich--AuthoroloOD%OAGloria+Steinem--Ms
.%OD%OAMumia+Abu-Jamal--Journalist%OD%OAKurt+Vonnegut--+Authoro/oOD%OA++++++++++
++&Additional+Comments=&name=Jerold+Starr&street=901 +Old+Hickory+Road&city=Pit
tsburgh&state=PA&zip=15243&+=Send+to+FCC
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To: bkennard@fcc.gov, sness@fcc.gov, hfurchtg@fcc.gov, mpowell@fcc.gov,
gtristan@fcc.gov, President@whitehouse.gov, First.Lady@whitehouse.gov,
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Commissioner Michael Powell
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Harold Furchgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals 455 Twelfth Street S.W. Washington, DC 20554

cc: President Clinton, Hillary Clinton, Vice President AI Gore,
Bill Bradley, and George BuSh, Jr.

cc: Microradio Empowerment Coalition

MM Docket No. 99-25
Regarding The Creation of Low Power FM Licenses: RM-9242, RM-9208

Dear Honorable Chairman Kennard,

We are writing to commend you and the Federal Communications Commission
for taking action on an issue of great importance to us - ending the
21-year ban on community access to the airwaves. We have become
increasingly concerned about the growing concentration of the media
in our country and are pleased that the Commission is responding to
public outcry to increase opportunities for local communities to use
our radio airwaves.

One of the fundamental tenets of our democracy is to ensure that
diverse interests have opportunities to express themselves, not
merely to be the recipients of what a handful of other people tell
them. It is a nonnegotiable component of our right to a free press
and free speech.

Radio is perhaps the most qualified of any media outlet to provide
community access. It is a relatively inexpensive medium to produce
and is well-suited to cover community issues and local culture.
Unfortunately, over the past three years the U.S. radio broadcasting
industry has experienced an unprecedented wave of consolidation and
mergers. As a result, the electronic medium best suited to inexpensive,
local programming has become arguably the most regimented and
centralized of our major media. Even a multimillionaire would have
trouble entering the radio broadcasting industry today, because
economies of scale (permitted by deregulation) demand that a firm
own numerous stations in several markets to be even remotely
competitive. As for the person of average means, their lot is
limited to being a passive consumer of an increasingly monopolistic
industry that has less and less competitive pressure to heed the
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diverse, local needs of listeners. And, for poor people and others
who are considered unimportant to the advertising community, radio
increasingly has little to offer. Again, the great tragedy of this
situation is that radio is the ideal medium to provide an accessible
local service for democratic communications of interest and value to
the entire population.

Awarding licenses for new low power FM radio stations would empower
local communities with a new public forum to express its many voices,
cultures, ideas, and needs. Low power radio stations would create much
needed public fora for a variety of groups - including community
activists, youth, ethnic and linguistic minorities, the religious
community, local artists and cultural associations - and provide a
forum for dialogue and debate about important local and public interest
issues. These kinds of stations would strengthen community identity in
urban neighborhoods, rural towns and other communities which are
currently too small to win attention from "mainstream",
profit-driven media.

The strong interest in independent radio stations shows that the
creation of low power radio service would have wide public support.
The tremendous demand for microradio is demonstrated by the emergence
of a national Free Radio Movement, widespread civil disobedience,
constitutional challenges of the Commission's aggressively enforced
21-year ban, as well as the proliferation of unlicensed community
radio stations supported by local government, whose operators
broadcast at the risk of financial losses, seizure of property,
arrest, and in some cases, imprisonment.

In addition, the Commission has stated that in the last year alone,
13,000 people inquired regarding the possibility of obtaining a
license for low power broadcasting in their communities.
In support with the efforts of the Microradio Empowerment Coalition
(mec@tao.ca), we urge you to legalize microradio in order to benefit
non-commercial community groups whose interest in microradio is to
communicate, to educate, and to inform, not to make money. We are
confident you agree that broad citizen access to information and
culture is at the heart of a democratic society.

To support this vision, we urge you to legalize microradio with the
following concerns in mind:

1. Microradio licenses should be awarded for non-commercial use only.
The current radio spectrum is dominated by commercial media.
LPFM licenses should go to non-commercial community groups who
want to use radio to communicate with their neighbors, not make
profit from them.

2. Licenses should be held locally, be non-transferable, affordable
to all communities, easy to apply for and limited to one per license
holder; they should NOT be businesses.

3. Power levels should be up to 100 watts in urban areas and up to
250 watts in rural areas.

4. The Commission should NOT diminish new low-power stations to



"secondary status." It would be a tragedy to take away licenses
from low-power community stations just because the Commission
subsequently granted a power increase to a pre-existing station or
granted a new high power license somewhere nearby.

5. The Commission should grant full amnesty for the microbroadcast
pioneers who have suffered government seizure and fines. Their property
should be retumed. They should be granted equal opportunity in applying
for and receiving new licenses.

6. Problems, technical or otherwise, should be referred to the local
voluntary micropower organization for assistance or mediation (e.g.
the Ham radio model). The FCC should be the forum of last resort.

7. LPFM must be protected and maintained in the future as radio makes
the transition from analog to digital broadcasting.

8. If the FCC intends to license some commercial stations, they must be
licensed last. In this instance, there should be a 2 year "headstart"
for non-commercial licenses. The right of citizens to communicate is
protected by the Constitution and the FCC's mandate. The right to make
money through local radio is not a protection under the FCC's mandate.

9. Stations should be locally programmed. However recorded materials such
as music, poetry, documentaries, features etc. may be used. Sharing of
program materials and resources among micro and community stations is
strongly encouraged. No more than 20% of air time from off-site feeds
or syndicated tapes.

10. Licenses should be awarded to unincorporated non-commercial
associations, and non-profit organizations.

11. Within two years new spectrum space (including any future digital
spectrum space) should be allocated for continued expansion of microradio
broadcasters so that any community group that wishes to broadcast has
access to available spectrum space (frequencies). Further, all
manufacturers of consumer radio receivers for sale in the United States
should be required to include this spectrum set aside for microradio
broadcasters.

12. Licensing fees should be affordable to all communities.

Again, we commend Chairman Kennard and the Commission for your
willingness to address these issues. We are hopeful that the creation
of a new class of low power FM radio licensing becomes a reality during
the Chairman's present term. We look forward to working on making the
airwaves more accessible for our local communities.

Signed,

MEC Honorary Chair:
Robert W. McChesney, Madison

Steering Committee:
Sara Zia Ebrahimi, Philadelphia
Diane Fleming, Philadelphia



Peter Franck, San Francisco
Amanda Huron, Washington, D.C.
Alan Korn, San Francisco
Greg Ruggiero, New York City

Robert W. McChesney-- University Of Illinois, Urbana
Noam Chomsky--Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Howard Zinn--Professor Emeritus, Boston University
Nancy Kranich--Librarian
Ron Daniels--Executive Director ,Center for Constitutional Rights
George Gerbner--Founder, Cultural Environment Movement
Edward Herman--Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania
Janine Jackson--Faimess and Accuracy in Reporting
Mark Crispin Miller--New York University
Laura Flanders--national producer for Pacifica Radio
David Barsamian--Director, Alternative Radio
Stewart Ewen -- Author
Elaine Bernard--Harvard Trade Union Program
AI Lewis--Organizer ('Grandpa" from the Munsters)
Dee Dee Halleck--Deep Dish TV
Ben Bagdikian--University of California, Berkeley
Loretta Ross--Executive Director, National Center for Human Rights Education
Carl Jensen--Founder, Project Censored
Ellen Braune--Publicist
Jamie Love--Director, Consumer Project on Technology
Dan Simon--Founder, Seven Stories Press
Juliet Schor--Harvard University
Herbert Schiller--Professor Emeritus, University of California, San Diego
Barbara Ehrenreich--Author
Gloria Steinem--Ms.
Mumia Abu-Jamal--Journalist
Kurt Vonnegut-- Author
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cc: Microradio Empowerment Coalition
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MM Docket No. 99-25
Regarding The Creation of Low Power FM Licenses: RM-9242, RM-9208

Dear Honorable Chairman Kennard,

We are writing to commend you and the Federal Communications Commission
for taking action on an issue of great importance to us - ending the
21-year ban on community access to the airwaves. We have become
increasingly concerned about the growing concentration of the media
in our country and are pleased that the Commission is responding to
public outcry to increase opportunities for local communities to use
our radio airwaves.

One of the fundamental tenets of our democracy is to ensure that
diverse interests have opportunities to express themselves, not
merely to be the recipients of what a handful of other people tell
them. It is a nonnegotiable component of our right to a free press
and free speech.

Radio is perhaps the most qualified of any media outlet to provide
community access. It is a relatively inexpensive medium to produce
and is well-suited to cover community issues and local culture.
Unfortunately, over the past three years the U.S. radio broadcasting
industry has experienced an unprecedented wave of consolidation and
mergers. As a result, the electronic medium best suited to inexpensive,
local programming has become arguably the most regimented and
centralized of our major media. Even a multimillionaire would have
trouble entering the radio broadcasting industry today, because
economies of scale (permitted by deregulation) demand that a firm
own numerous stations in several markets to be even remotely
competitive. As for the person of average means, their lot is
limited to being a passive consumer of an increasingly monopolistic
industry that has less and less competitive pressure to heed the
diverse, local needs of listeners. And, for poor people and others
who are considered unimportant to the advertising community, radio
increasingly has little to offer. Again, the great tragedy of this
situation is that radio is the ideal medium to provide an accessible
local service for democratic communications of interest and value to
the entire population.
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