programming included five workshops and weekly and monthly usage by such groups as
the Youngstown Youth Academy, Mahoning County Joint Vocational School Jobs Club, -
and children’s groups from the Youngstown Parks & Recreation Department. This urban
center’s 6-month demographic report included an unduplicated count of first time users of
1306 and a 3072 duplicated count of repeat visits. This report indicates an average 71%
of users to this center are within their targeted low-income range.

The Akron Community Services Center and Urban League began receiving funding from
Ameritech for a community computing center in November, 1995. Two sites encompass
this program. The first is located at the Akron Community Services Center and Urban
League, 250 East Market Street and the second is located at the Akron Urban League’s
United Services for All at 470 Wooster Avenue, Akron. The centers opened in February,
1996. Within the last reporting period of July - December, 1997 the centers were opened
55 hours per week and reported a combined unduplicated total of 331 first time users and
a duplicated count of 2027 visits. Thirteen workshops were conducted in conjunction
with other regularly scheduled programming which includes GED classes; Basic Literacy -
and Remediation, Business Technology, ASSET, After School Recreation, ACT/SAT
Proficiency Test Preparation, and a very strong and active seniors program. The centers -
report 100% of users are from their targeted low-income range.

The Information Technology Center (ITC) is located within the Frederick Douglas
Community Center at 1001 Indiana Avenue, Toledo. This center began receiving its
Ameritech funding through the Toledo Area Black Data Processing Association (BDPA)
in January, 1996 and opened in June, 1996. The center is open 25 hours a week. During
this reporting period 12 workshops were conducted including workshops, and on-going
programs for after-school, visual basic programming with the BDPA junior computer
club, web design, and desktop publishing for children and adults. During this reporting -

- period the center had an unduplicated count of 542 first time visits, and a duplicated

count of 3,609 repeat visits, 64% of the users are from their targeted low-income range.

The North Education Community Computing Center began receiving funding from
Ameritech in January, 1996 and opened in April. The center is located in the Columbus
Public Schools North Education Center (NEC) at 100 Arcadia Avenue, Columbus. It is
open 36 hours a week for open access and 11 hours a week for special programming. The

- most recent six month report covers July 1 - December 31, 1997. During this period the

center offered four workshops and programming which includes: Black Data Processing
Association (BDPA) Youth Program and Adult Basic Literacy Education. In addition,
NEC nursing classes, and heating and cooling training programs utilize the center. The
center has forged collaborative partnerships with the Ohio State University Campus
Partners, BDPA, Homeless Children’s Project, Job Connection Project, Columbus
Employment Consortium, and Columbus Free-Net. During this six-month reporting
period the center had an unduplicated count of 240 first time users and a duplicated count
of 961 repeat visitors. 87% of those using the center are from the targeted low-income
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population.

EdgeNet Community Computing Center began receiving funding from Ameritech in

“April, 1996 and opened in May. The center is located within the Edgemont

Nelghborhood Coalition at 919 Miami Chapel Road, Dayton. In their last six-month
report covering the time period between April 1 - September 30, 1997, this center had a
309 unduplicated count of first time participants and a 1,864 duplicated count. The center
is open for 32 hours a week for open access and 12 hours per week for special
programming. During this reporting period the center conducted 10 workshops including
sessions for adults obtaining computer skills, preschool, and school age day camps, and a
summer employment program. Collaborations and networking with other groups include:
West Dayton Youth Services Coalition, Community Advisory Council of Bank One, City
of Dayton’s CitiPlan 2000 Committee, Miami Valley Literacy Council, Project READ,
Dayton Legal Aid Society, and the Catholic Social Services. The EdgeNet computer
center reports 70% of their users are within their targeted low-income range.

The Otterbein Computer Center is located at 111 Xenia Avenue, in Dayton, Ohio. This
center is located within the Otterbein Methodist Church building and began receiving its - -
funding from Ameritech in May, 1996. The center held its grand opening in September,
1996. In its last six month reporting period, the center is open 30 hours a week for open-
access and programming. Their programming includes sessions for seniors, after-school,
and an office education course. During this reporting period the center had an
unduplicated count of 170 first time users and a duplicated count of 648 visits. The

Otterbein Computer Center reports 64% of their users are within their targeted Iow-
income range.

The Westside Neighborhood Computer Center is located at the Volunteer’s of America at
379 West Broad Street, Columbus. This center is situated in an area called Franklinton
and is part of the VOA programs which includes an emergency shelter. The computer
center began receiving its Ameritech funding in October of 1996 and opened in
November, 1996. The schedule includes 44 hours of open access and programming.
During its last six-month reporting period the center conducted 14 workshops which
included; Windows tutorials, a VOA tutoring program for VOA Shelter children, adult
education/life skills, basic computer skills, and a production workshop to create the VOA
Shelter Newsletter. There were 696 first time participants and a duplicated count of
2,363 return visits with 76% of users from their targeted low-income range.

The Columbus Urban League is located at 788 Mt. Vernon Avenue in Columbus. It
began receiving its Ameritech funding in October, 1996 and opened in December, 1996.
The most recent six-month report for this center includes April 1 - September 30, 1997.
The center is opened for 13 hours a week open access and 34 hours a week for scheduled
programs. During this reporting the period the center conduced five workshops and
programs which included: Basic Skills/GED test preparation, after-school, math and
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science tutoring, and summer camp. Collaborations and/or networking efforts include
relationships with Champion Alternative Middle School, PC Allies, Columbus
Metropolitan Housing Authority, and Columbus Public Schools. During this reporting
period an unduplicated count of 174 first time participants came to the center and a

duplicated count of 2,241 repeat visits took place. On average, 90% of participants are
from their target low-income range.

The Akron Urban Minority Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Outreach Program’s Lawton
Street Computer Learning center is located at 1225 Lawton Street, Akron. This center
began receiving funding from Ameritech in January, 1997 and opened in March, 1997.
The most recent six-month report covers July 1 - December 31, 1997. The center is open
40 hours a week with day, evening, and weekend hours available for open access,
workshops, and programming. During this time penod the center conducted 11
workshops collaborating with organizations such as Summit County Volunteer Center
Alpha Phi Alpha’s Mother to Son program, and the Betty Shabazz Academy. The center

- is currently in the process of opening a second center to be located at the Akron .

UMADAOP, 665 W. Market Street, Akron. The center reports and unduplicated count of
507 first time participants and a duplicated count of 922 repeat visits for its duplicated :
count with 64% of participants from within their low-income range. -

The Community Computing Center at the Friendly Inn Settlement House began receiving
its Ameritech funding through the Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority in
November, 1996. Their center opened in June, 1997 and is located at 2382 Unwin Road,
Cleveland. The center is open 55 hours a week for programming and open access. This
includes evening and weekend hours. During the last six-month reporting period, August
1, 1997 - January 31, 1998, the center offered 4 workshops. During this same time their
on-going programming includes: GED preparation sessions, after school, evening, parent -
education and support, and preschool programs. During this reporting period the
unduplicated count of first time participants was 360 and the duplicated count of repeat

visits was 2,717. This center reports that 100% of their participants fall within the low-
income range.

The Salvation Army-Cleveland Temple Corps Computer Center is located at 17625
Grovewood Avenue, Cleveland. It began receiving its funding from Ameritech in April -
1997 and opened in September, 1997. The center is open 17 hours a week for open
access and 41 hours a week for scheduled programs. The open access hours include days,
evenings, and weekend time slots. The last six-month reporting period includes August
1, 1997 - January 31, 1998. During this time the center conducted 3 workshops and on-
going program which includes: Head Start, Latch Key, Seniors, meals-on-wheels, job
training, and a computer course which focuses on lessons using Office’97. The center
has formed collaborative relationships with Cleveland State University, and their local
schools and libraries. This last report shows an unduplicated count of 438 of first time
participants and a duplicated count of 2,280 of repeat visits. Their is an average 70% of
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users from their low-income range.

The Westside Community Computing Center began receiving its Ameritech funding in
July, 1997 through Merrick House in Cleveland. The center opened in October, 1997 and
is located at 6209 Storer Avenue, Cleveland and is a project of the West Side Community
Computer Partners, a coalition of community based organizations which include: Merrick
House, Stockyard Area Development Association, May Dugan Center, Westside
Industrial Retention and Expansion Network, Neighborhood Family Practice, Westside
Community House, Cudell Improvement, West Town Community Development
Corporation, El Barrio, Saint Colman Computer Lab, Saint Malachi Center, Detroit-
Shoreway Community Development Organization, and other community organizatioris of
Cleveland’s West Side. The Westside Community Computing Center is open 39 hours a
week, which includes days, evenings, and weekend hours. The last six-month reporting
period covered July, 1, - December 31, 1997. During this time the center conducted 8
workshops which included basic introductory courses to computers and the internet, and
several on-going after-school programs, and programs for adults and students in spanish.

" . During this reporting period there were 280 first time (unduplicated count) users and -

1,170 repeat visits (duplicated count). On average, 64% of the users are from their target .
low-income range. ,

The Computer Technology Center at the YMCA of Greater Toledo’s Wayman Palmer
Community YMCA is located at 2053 N. 14th Street, Toledo. This center began
receiving Ameritech funding in June, 1997 and opened in October, 1997. The center is
open 48 hours a week of which 13 hours a week are dedicated to open access. The last
six-month report covered the period of July 1, - December 31, 1997. During this period
the center conducted 4 workshops which include the following programs: Professional
Office Skills Classes (in collaboration with Owens Community College), and Kids Labs.
All of the YMCA programs utilize the center including the pre-school, after-school, and
tutoring programs. The center has developed collaborative relationships with the Toledo
Area Private Industry Council, the Department of Human Services, and H.O.P.E. Center
at Owens Community College. During this time period the center reported an
unduplicated count of first time participants of 186 and a 586 duplicated count of repeat
visits. On average 99% of users are from within their targeted low-income range.

he Ohio Community Computing Center Networ

In addition to writing an RFP and choosing sites, the Network Board has played an

active role in overseeing each centers’use of the funds. The board designed several evaluation

tools. (Attachment 5). The centers submit quarterly, semi-annual, and annual reports according

to a schedule based on their opening dates. Each month the board .reviews wriﬁen reports from
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centers and hears reports from staff members who have visited them. Based upon these reports,
the committee votes twice each year on whether to allocate further operating funds to each
center.

In most instances the written rel.)orts and the staff’s observations showed that the centers
were making great progress. Most funding checks were released on time, occasionally
accompanied by a letter stating certain concerns or suggestions. ‘Intwo instances, checks were
held up. In one case, the fiscal agent delayed passing funds to the center operator and seemed
intenf on iniposingAbureaucratic delayé on the prbj ect The Board was able to reSvaé the
problem and the center has:opened.and is now ﬂoﬁsMg. In:the other instance, a center had.

hired a director who was proceeding far too slowly. The center did very little publicity, was -

- open too few hours, and had not purchased adeqﬁate software. The OCCCN Board and staff

worked closely, first with the center’s director, then with the center’s board to resolve these

problems. The result was that the initial director left, and a new director was hired. The center

has made remarkable progress under the new leadership.

In addition to this funding review and oversight, the Network board has focused on

providing technical and material assistance to the centers. The staff p'ublishes'a quarterly

‘newsletter, hosts on-line discussions for center staff, and holds quarterly sta_.tewide meetings and

- an annual conference which features a‘variety of workshops and speakers. In addition, the

Network administers a VISTA project which provides volunteers to the centers. The staff has
.also secured a variety of hardware and software donations for the céntérs. These activities have
attracted 13 other centers, doing similar work but not funded from the Ameritech settlément.
OCCCN is the first and only organization of its kind in Ohib. It is a vital organization
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because of the unique needs of community computing centers. In order to do their work
effectively, centers need'e:gperﬁse in programming, outreach, social service and computer
technology. This requires staff with a far broader array of skills than is found in most
community-based service agencies. The centers have found it is much more efficient and cost
effective for them to share knowledge and resources with each other than it is for each to go it
alone. The OCCCN supports the centers’ needs for training, information, fundraising, program
deVelopment and advocacy, allowing the cénters to devote their time and resources to
imﬁleméhting programs for end-users. |
la the Futu
- The Board has implemented a s&ategicphmﬁng process designed to transform the -: -
Network into a self governing organization that would pursue the mission of
continuing support of existing, and the ongoing development of new, Community
Computing Computing Centers throughout Ohio. These centers provide opportunity and
support to those who typically lack access to computer and telecommunications
technology. OCCCN will provide technical, program, and fund raising support,

advocacy, and develop and encourage communication and collaboration among
organizations and communities.

A strategic plan has been drafted. (Attachnient 6). By-iaws, establiéhing a new structure

_ for the Network, were adopted November 22, 1997 (Attachment 7 ), and at this year’s annual

meeting, in June, 1998, the Network’s Board wﬂl be reformed under these by-laws. Most of the
original members will stay , but the boérd will expand to add repx;esentatives of the centers and
other important constituencies. The Network recently incorporated and received. its own 501C(3) .
tax exémpt status. | |

The originally mandated allocation committee will remain as a wmﬁiﬁee of the Network
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to discharge any remaining respoﬁsibilities related to the Ameritech funds.

The work of the Network has been financed from $100,000 set aside for this purpose in
the Ameritech Alternative Regulation settlement. These funds are now almost exhausted and the
staff has been writing grant proposals and engaging in other fund raxsmg Many of the cities - -
which have centers have made contributions. All of the centers and other organizations which

“support the Network’s work will begin to pay dues in 1998.
B Conclusion
WHm the PUCO approved the Ameritech settlement it Eecame the first Public Utility

- Commission to adopt funding that enables low income-neighborhoods ta have access to-the: - - -.

: -~ information super highway through community computer centers. . Since then; Ameritech-has:... ..- -

lived up to the letter and spirit of the agreement. The company has provided additional
resources, materials, and support to foster the work of the OCCCN Board and the Centers.' Asa
result of what has b.ecome ;1 truly cooperative effort, important progress is being made in Ohio.
'fhe centers are thriving, the Network is growing, and through th.lS work, many commqnities
which would otherwise not have access to computer and telecommunication technology are
getﬁng access and training in thé. use of this technology.

Respectfully submitted,

Ellis Jacobs '
s ook (] ,
Ohio Community Computing Center Network

May 4, 1998
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Attachment 1
Page 1 of 2
COMMUNTTY COMPUTER CENTERS .

Community Computer Centers bring together hardware, software,

. network access and training in a tutorial and workshop atmosphere. To be

eligible for funding, a Center shall be housed in a location that is
readily accessible to the Community it serves, such as a schocl,
library, church or community center, shall be cpen after schoecl hours,
shall be located in 2 low income neighborhood, and shall contain an
appropriate number of computer workstatioms. ' :

fhere will be 14 such centers, lccated as follows§

Logcation - # of Centers
‘Cleveland
Columbus
Dayton
Toledo
Akron
Youngstown
Marietta

HEPEMNNWW

The centers will be phased in.
center will be funded in each city.
additional centers will be funded.

In the first year of the Plan one
In the second year of the Plan the

-Each'center will rece

ive $40,000 start-up costs at the start of its
first year. . ’

$ 560,000

‘Each center will receive operating funds for three years. For the
first two years that each center is funded, each center will receive a

$40,000 per year annual grant. In the third year, each center will
recieve a $30,000 annual grant. o

$ 1,540,000

All funds described herein are to be expended by the Company. All
operating and start-up funds shall be made available beginning on the -
effective date of this Plan and on the anniversary of that date every
Year thereafter pursuant to the schedule set forth above. Should a

‘center not be ready to receive funding in a particular year, that money

will be made available in subsequent years. Monies not claimed by the
beginning of the fourth year shall be made available to existing

operating centers. All centers shall be notified of that availability

and the decision on how the funds shall be allocated shall be made by
the committee described below. ' o




Page 2 of 2

The entities to receive funding for community computer centers and
the use of these grants shill be determined solely by a committee '
composed of one representative each from the Company, the City of

Cleveland, Greater Cleveland Welfare Rights Organization, the City of
Columbus, the City of Toledo, the Edgemont Neighborhoed Coalition, and a
representative to be selacted, by those Stipulating Parties who will be
_part of the Committee, from each of the cities of Akron, Youngstown and
- Marietta. The Committee will be convened and initially chaired by the
Edgemont . Neighborhoed Coalition. » '

The Committee and each center will have equal access to funds to
hire a consultant for a period of four years to provide assistance in
choosing the entities to be funded and to assist in program design and
implementation. Consultant expenditures shall be decided on and

allocated by the Committee and shall become available on the effective
date of the Plan and on the anniversary of that date every year

thereafter pursuant to the following schedule: funding for the
consultant shall be $30,00Q0 for year 1 and 2, and $20,000 for years 3
and 4 of this program. _ '

$ 100,000
§ 2,200,000
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'D ata Processing Assaciates Instructs Brittany Ngi'wood on the computers.

‘Central-city community set

to learn how to surf the net

BY NANCY COSTELLO

GLADE STAFF WRITER

Residents of i central-city
neighborhdod will be surfing the .
net, trolling computer-based ency:...
clopedias, and clicking through on-

line data bases as the first .

Ameritech-funded community -
computer center plugs into Toleda. -

“We have. been screaming for -
technology in the commumity,” said
Ann Mogre, board president of
ONYX, Organized Neighborhood
Yielding eXcellence. “There’s: a
lack of it; we don’t have it. And that
shuraus-otf to the rest of the
wo .

“For us to have equal footin, ;
and step off into t.hezm'cenwrjgr

— this is it” Mrs. Moore said,.:

making a sweeping gesture toward

information center at the
Frederick Douglass Community
Center,

The center targets youth . d
adults with the goal ﬁwm:oi?ng

computer literacy. - .

Fifteen c6?npufers
_areiin place at the

.+ Frederick Douglass .

~Community Center. . -

day from 3 to 8'p'.m'. and Saturdays

*. from noon to 3 p.m. Users will:"
include members of youth'organi- * -

zations, churches, social service

es, S0
_-agencies, and adults in high schaol

diploma programs. . - -

" +“The importance of this center.
cannot be overstated,” Mayor
Carty Finkbeiner said at the rib-

. bon-cutting Friday. “We cannot
" allow the lack of a computer in the
“heme to jeopardize- the: future
the 15 computers lning the new -

employability of our-young people
S el b those adalts who seek
new job skills®* " " .

-To ldunch the center, ONYX
teamed up with the Toledo Chap-
ter of the national Black Data Pro-

* cessing Associates, a group of voi-

Instructors will provide S ~-g~,“-,’5unteem.,emplayed-.as- computer; .

aoar using keyboards, creating

tabases, doing word processing, -
producing spreadsheets, _us_ing.gj

graphics and

and using the Internet. .
Computer training and use of =

the computers are free. The center

.p;of?dsi&}xals. '.l‘}:e".vﬂgnteers'de-
signed the facility:and organized
computer and software purchases.

.-, Ameritech provided a three-

year, $150,000 grant 't pay . for
equipment and staff. The project is

“one of ‘14’ community computer
centers in the state slated for low -

2 e % B

that Ameritech will fund.

The program falls under an
agreement negotiated by Toledo
and other customer groups in 1994
when the telecommunications’
company was deregulated. A sec-
-ond center- will be located: .ln
Toledo, but a sponsoring organiza-
tion has not been chosen.

Sixteen-year-old Brittany- Nor-
wood, who started tapping on a

shortly after the press
conference, said she hopes to
serve as computer trainer at the
center on weekends. -

The high school junior uses a
computer at home to do research

_for science projects and scan for
information on colleges and-ca-
reers, but computers at the center
offer ' mare online services.

“You need to be informed about
computers because that's what the
future is about,” she said. “You
might as well start learning about
them when yow're young.”

Ameritech officials say they are
glad to aid. that learning process.

: > "“Youths *have:to« adjust their-

sights to compete in a world that is
no longer what it used to be,” said

_ -James Dennis, director of external

orograms for Ameritech. “They
h vemto move down th‘gismfom~
on highway. Perha ‘compu-
ter center will ﬁllpisn the chuck
holes and straighten out the hair-

v A am
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2 - he Totomims Dispateh

Kimberly Price, 12, o!Columbus works on a school paper

mMDﬁpuldl
looArudhAve.Computu'msofmsldnlevdm

at the computer center at the former North High School, invited to the center Monday andWednsdayevanngs.

Free Ameritech computer center
gives users quick trip to Internet

m Volunteers show initi-
ates how to use the top-of-
the-line equipment, while
veremnscangoztalone.

Byh!aty!aomzdmrds
Dispatch Schools Reporer

"Every Monday and Wednesday

evening, a window to the world
opens at North Education Center for
anyone who wants to get online.

The Ameritech Community
Computer Center has open-access
night 4-9 p.m. Anyone, from the
most keyboard-impaired neophyte
to the seasoned bytehead whe wants
to use better stuff than he has at
home, can link up with a sophisticat-

~-~—-¢d computer tetwork with the help

uof volunteers.

Kimberly Price, 12, lives near
the center n t’ne former North. High
3chool at 100 Arcadia Ave. and is a
‘najor fan.

“l come here every Monday,”
Kimberly said recently as she tn-
kered with lettering styles and page
design on a story she was writing for
a school project. “Fist, I do my
homework, and then 1 play games
when I'm done.”

Kimberly and her sister Tif-
famie, 10, walk to the center fivm
*heir home a few blocks away.

The girls said they enjoy taking
pictures and videos of themselves

‘milliory on the centers: as

atop a computer terminal Playing m‘eﬂxereforsnnplewurdpmeessmg
on the computers alsopaysdass— ortypmglesaons.
room dividends, bert Thomas, 51, read about
“WeEEtmmmrhavmg the emtermaNorﬁxHighSchool
dnngStYPGdOHt."Kimbeﬂysmd. alummi newsletter. He has a comput-
The center 3 one of.three i erathome,butxtdoan’tdomn&
Culumbus and 14 statewide. Ameri- _more than word processing.
tech agreed in 1994 to spend $22 °  “I'm kind of exploring what the
a3 part of 'a poss:biliﬁes- are,” smd Thomas, 3

pact with the Public Utilittes Coms.

Ameritech in providing new teleeum- regular uﬁg
xmnm:ihnns services.” . h urban-plannmg simulation
of Columbus chose the Smeity,T}mmasquklygotmtex'-
opened - ested. -

mJamm-y the others mare recently Ru:l’m'd,ZU who'didn't want, ks
at the Calumbus Urban 788 last name used, is a -mativd; of a
Mount, Vernon Ave, and Vo " Russian republic who i8 in thé Unit-
UfAmmmWBmads. ed States to study English, Thraugh
“The idea i to ensure access to - e-mail, the center allows hmito ex-
technology far low-income and - dis- gemwsagathhb:s Gr
advantaged people,” said Leshe badc}mme—bothqmdcb'aggy free.d‘
“I..come. every Mon an

mhont‘cholmnbusPnhthchools. Wﬂ’Wednwﬂxy Eesaxd:“lusuallyhave

Most days, the center
Horgbym is re- maiLNotmmgﬁt,t}mgh

classes and commumif grams; -
butonhlmdaymdwmyeve-"

mngs anymemuseﬂxeeqmpmmt"
with the help of a

coordinatar
through the federal VISTA -
unteers,

gram, as well ag vol Bre
Software written for those age 4
and older is available. Twelve IBM-
compatible computers with Windows
Sﬁamtxedmanctwm-kﬂmmh
user names and swordss two of
those are con to the Internet.
Another five Macintosh com; comput-
ers run a variety of stand-alone bro- |
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'ﬂm EdgeNet -
mmunity Computer
p.nler gives Edgemont
Idents publlc access.

ymuk Al
AYTON DALY NEWS

Access to the information
rhighway becomes a reality
ay for residents of the Edge-
ont Neighborhood as the com-
unity celebrates the opening of

the EdgeNet Community Com-

. puter Center.

An open house and ribbon cut-
ting will be held at the computer
center, 919 Miami Chapel Road,
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. today.

"EdgeNet is the first of Dayton's
two grass roots community com-

. puter centers funded through

Ameritech’s $2.2 million Advan-
tage Ohlo Program. Organizers of
the Otterbein United Methodist
Church's computer center are
still putting their center together.
Linda Broadus, executive

dixector of the Edgemont Neigh-
barhaod Coalition, said EdgeNet
allows peaple in the communi
to use computers who would o

* erwisehave no access,

Residents will be able to use
the center’s eight computers
freely through the summer, but
technical assistance will be avail-
able. In the fal), siructured
instruction courses will be
offered. :

The Edgemont Neighborhood

- Coalition has recelved $60,000 so

far from Ameritech for comput.

:& software, operating expenses
support services. Eventually,
Edgemont will receive a tom of

$140,000 to Ednmom
Market Place to accommodats
ths computer center.

Edgemont and Otterbein are
among 14 Ohio communities to
get computer canters under
Advantage Ohlo. Tha plan was

’ 0150.000. The clty

- theresult of a 1084 settlement

that would allow Amavritech to

set its own prices for certain ser

vicss in return for freezing basic

N elghborhood gains computer edg

phone rates and providing other
services.

Ameritech has continued the
g;omdnplhaumhom

urt suling that
struck down Advantage Ohlo.
Ameritech Spokesman David
Kandel said the case was thrown
out on a technicality beca!
Ameritech asked the Puhllc Utill-
ties Commission of Ohio for &
decrease in phon- Tates, but Ohlo
law anly allows for increases,

“The court ruled PUCO failsd to

strictly follow state hyv when it

approved the Ameritech plan lh
November 18684 and remanded

the case back to PUCO for recoq
sideration. -

Kandelsaida blll introduced
the Ohlo House of Representa....
tives on Tuasday would change
the law and allow Amomech to-
docum rates.

: Meanwhile, Kandel uld.
"Ammuch has maintained m

E‘mt during this interim
e are soeking a solu.
uon that would put Advanml

.Ohto tunlhlr again.”

.



YOUNGSTOWN — \//4 0 ‘3/"“‘“/ 76

Main library set to dedlcate
community computer center

M The library becomes an - Ameritech has provided $60, cmseda'ydsomeﬁmsleﬁmg:mg

access ramp today to the in-  which is designed to provide an op-
formation superhighway. = portunity for hands-on

pectedtoatmndtoday’sribbon-cut “ exposure to infor “Abﬂitytoancesstheinfonﬁa-
ting ceremony. mation M J’o those tion highway is becoming a neces-.
t: I who have no other access.” sity for the success of our young |
: jﬁl?'mjg:to!:fth%e Ami:rz His assistant, Edna D. Pincham, nities like those offered by this
oint pro e library, . X
tech and the Ohio Community said the center is especially benefi- community center,” said Craig
Computer Center Network. ; cial “for those who are disenfran- Glazer, PUCO chairman.
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'.> Dayton reSldents can -

“enhance their job skills at the
Amentech funded center. '{

.

By Jim Dillon
DAYTON DAILY NE‘VS

g

In Dayton s Twin Towers nexghbor-',' _

hood, where JOb skills and incomes;
often lag, there is a new place where
residents can boost their computen‘ht—
eracy and their chances of exce]lmg
in the alectronic age.

Dayton's second community com-
puter center, opened Thursday.in the -
former Boy Scout meeting room at-.
Otterbein United Methodxst Chm'ch,
111 Xenia Ave.

The first center opened May 16 in
Dayton’s Edgemont neighborhood.

.Both were funded by $150,000 grants’ -
from Ameritech Corp. The grants.
. cover start-up costs and expensesfor

)y .

Nick Colariccl dlrector of the seconq communxty computer center. speaks about its usefulness at Otterbem Unsted
Methadist Church in, the Twin Towers neighborhood. . The fi irst center opened in the. Edgemont neighborhood:

three years

“Ameritech agreed two years agoto -

prowde $2.2 million for 14 such cen- -

 ters throughout Ohio in exchange for -

> less strmgent over31ght by state regm
lators. =

‘The church’s center has 10 personal

computers loaded with work-oriented .

"ward processing, spreadsheet and
database software. Educational games

and other software will be added, said -

Nick Colaricci, the center’s director.
The computers also are linked in a
small network so they can share files
Colaricei said. -
The center will be used to teach
neighborhood residents- the basic -
computer skills necessary to succeed '

in today’s-job market, Pastor Harvey
Stmth said.

of us know that computers are -

so important in our lives today If you
don’t have some skills, you're in trou-
" ble. You may not be hu-ed," Smith™

v

" BILL ns:mca/mmm DAILY NEWS

said. ’ :
Colaricci called the center a “com-
mumty data center” where individu-
:als can walk in and learn how, to use,
"different programs and access the *
Intemet or other eomputer networks.

" In addition, neighborhood church-
és, schools and businesses can send
pecple to the center to get supervised
computer training from vol\mteers
" Colaricci said. .

Dayton City Comxmssmner Abner
- Orick praised Ameritech for funding
. the center. Such efforts help reduce
the technological disparity between’
poorer neighborhoods, where “the .
Internet is a rumor,” and wealthier
neighbeorhoods, where “pecple get
aggravated when the Internet doesn’t
‘wark fast enough for them.” .

The centéer will be open to nelghbor-
hood residents Monday through Fri-

day from 3 to 9 p.m. and to special .
interest grouns fram @ ~ =~ ¢~ 2= ~




