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¥Ull reccnllv asked the queStion about lower W~tt radio :;tations ami the lle~,J CUI l,;VIlUI1UlJilic:~ ur I.:ulor. arllJ/ur Nau... t
..(JIllIllUlliLi~~ to have; acccss to such l!t~lion" and how and who might benefit?

A~ past President of the Native AmeriCan Journalists Association, and UNIT"{ 99 coalition of Black, Hispanic,
A.,iall mld Nalive journalisl$ -- the opporluniLy for II limited rAdio broadcast is of spocinl interest to me. Our
cCltllmuhitie5 continue, 1(1~ lInr.l~r ~f".rYr,c1 in n'\:ln)' WllY~, in n~w~. mmic IInrl access,

lluough-oUllhc Ullited State,. and Canada, there Me many Native communities in p:micular. and in general.
comnlunities of c(llor, that art still undtr sE',rvp.d or ul.i:ml, on cr,lmmp.rr.i:lls .d~rion" for rhl'! rheir lisll'!ning inrel'esrs,
IJnrllrlunately. the commercial stations' have never served intellectual stimulation very well, and presem public radio
station :;iling. 1,;"l-'t::l1l/e), et~., a~ cost 'prohibitive lO, mlln)' of our communjti~3,

The n~l.ure of many reservations. their population' centers both on'the reservation and tn urban centers is conducjve, I
hclicve lO low'"l Wll.ll. lvw~" cost radio broadcasts that focus on ioeal femily, neighborhood rcpQrtinglcQvcrngc, whilu
:Hill hnving a capability to bring programs that ArE', (\th~J"I,'isp, 1,,~Jcjng inlo Iht~~r. r:nmmnniry cnc:l;lVe~. Low wan,
l!lwer cmling slallons can benefit. what tends to be these smaller knit communities in many ways, l'ocusing lin Lhc

problems and t:halJ\jn~ ...~ ur d Lcn mile radius of listenen ,has tOl.be C3.sier than fueusing 1\ 60..70 mile (udiu:" such af,
WOJB-FM at Lue C~)u ..le Oreilles that I have bean affiliated with for over a drJ,""dp.

We arc constantly worried about pitying lltl: VI)Wel \jill. ~v\lel'agc of events that cost lrhe1 and 5tllff --- when. bclieve
thl: real fucus lind power of,the station is \Vilhin the fringes of the reservaliOl\. $ay 20-30 mile radiu~. including h(llh

Indian :md Mn-":lliv!': Ii~rcn~rs. That is where we do our best job. As SUCh. I believe with a SI1U1IJ slafr, small
hudgcl. we could do just as well of li job covering a 10 J1lile radius of the rC/icrvatlon population ccnrcl' 1I~ we do the
lJl\)i:ltler job. and if wo:: flre valunble. utilize lihk6. or on-line streaming 10 build II coalition in ord"r to provirk c:m~~

coverage ~tom different cnrnmllnirieit rillher lhan redundant efforts.,

Al any rau:. \IIilh~,uL thinking of all the options that would make it work, licensing low watt stations :and reserving a
portion of the licen~(:£ for C~llllmunities of color CWMl\1I wonkl ~ ;j posilive ac'uon that the fCC could takt: lo give
bar:1c I',nnrm! of ~ome ot' 1I1e airwaves to slmUier constituencies. Many of Lhese: L:lJlIslilUefll.:ic:~. I illl~illc all.: not
communities or color, bUl repIC)r:;ul mAny legitimate community "~Iices Lhot we c3n not nuw find ,In Lhe dial

PICl\S~. (1",1".1 frt'.e rn ~h;\re my thoughts wilh the FCC or other advocates.
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