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Dear Mr. Winslow, . OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

You recently asked the question about lower watt radio stations and the need for cutngnunities of color, and/or Native
Lommunitics to have access to such stations, and how and who might benefit? ‘ .

As past President of the Native Amerlcan Journalists Association, and UNITY 99 coalition of Black, Hispanic,
Asiau and Native )ournahsls -- the opporlumly tor a limited radio broadcast is of special interest to me. Our
communities continye to be under served in many ways, in news, music and access.

Tiough-vut the United States, and Canada, there are many Native communities in partcular, and in general,
communitics of color that are still under served or reliani on commercials stations for the their listening interests.
Unlortunately, the commercial stations have never scrved intellectual simulation very well, and present public radio
stalion siling. vapenses, etc.; are cost prohibitive to many of our communitics.

The nature of many reservations, their population centers both on‘the reservation and in urban cencers is conducive, 1
helicve to lower wat, lower cost radio broadcasts that focs on Tocal family, neighborhood reporting/coverage, while
still having a capability to bring programs that are otherwise lacking inio these community cnclave: [.ow wart,
Inwer costing stauons can benefit. what tends to be these smaller knit communities in many ways. Focusing on the
problems and challeuyes of a ten mile radius of listeners has tabe casicr than focusing a 60-70 mile radius, such as
WOJIB-FM st Loc Courte Oreilles that I have been affiliated with for over a decade:

We arc constantly worried about paying the puwer liill, cuverage of events that cost travel and staff -~ when I believe
the real focus and power of the station is within the fringes of the reservation, say 20-30 mile radius, including hoth
Indian and non-native listeners. That is whete we do our best job. As such, T believe with a small staft, small
budgel, we could do just as well of 4 job covering a 10 niile radivs of the reservation population center as we do the
Inoader job. dnd if we arc valuable, utilize links, or on-line streaming 10 build a coalition in order 1o provide crosy
coverage ftom different communities rather than redundant efforls.

Al any rate, without thinking of all the options that would make it work, licensing low watt stations and reserving a
portion of the licenses for coramunities of color overall would he a posilive action that the FCC could 1ake Lo give

hack control of some of the airwaves 1o sinalier constiluencies, Many of these cunstitenvies, T imagine are agt
communitics of color, but repiesent many legitimate community voices that we cah not now find on the dial

Please feel feae to share my thoughts with the FCC or other advocates.
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