
The request of the petitioner has merit, and should be granted.
My reasoning in support of the petition follows.

(1) In fact, amateur licensees using FM voice mode are utilizing the
frequency segment traditionally used for SSB operations as well as
clear down to the CW subband limit of 144.1 mHz.  These FM signals
interfere with other communications that are more appropriate for the
lower frequency segments, as delineated in the ARRL's own band plans.
I am in a relatively unpopulated area and I can hear numerous FM
simplex voice signals in the referenced SSB segments with a modest
vertical antenna.

(2) I believe that the ARRL's proposal that claims they will attempt
to pass-the-word to amateurs suggesting that FM not be used in the
lower 2 meter SSB segments will be ineffective because: (a) many of
the FM users are Technician class amateurs who are not members of the
ARRL, have no respect for same, and would ignore the ARRL suggestion.
(b) the ARRL may not try very (or real) hard to suggest to the
amateurs operating voice FM in the band plan SSB segment to avoid
those style of amateur operations.  (c) the ARRL/ITU already has a
Region 1 band plan for 6 meters, 2 meters, and above in place -  for
numerous years, well advertised - and it is questionable if ARRL can
and will make that plan work better. (d) the amateur radio "self
policing" claims are factually weak and ineffective and I personally
welcome the Riley Hollingsworth investigation and enforcement
activities - they have been needed for quite a few years.   Sincere
thanks to the Commissioners for reinstituting FCC policing of the
amateur rules and regulations.

(3) It is not a hardship on any U.S. amateur for the Commission to
specify a SSB voice only segment on the VHF and above amateur bands,
just as has been done for CW in the 6 meter and 2 meter bands.

My 2 meter operating activities are FM voice in the ARRL suggested
band plan scheme.   I do listen to other portions of 2 meters and can
vouch that the current trend is that FM voice is everywhere on the
2 meter band, perhaps mainly because there is a great growth of
amateur operators that are limited to, or prefer, FM voice on the
2 meter band.

I support the petitioners and request that the Commission grant the
petition.

/s/  Peter J. F. Shaw  - licensed as K4LDR in 1956


