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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED Keith H. Fagan

Associate General Counsel

July 23, 1999

Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex Parte Notification

Direct Access to the INTELSAT
IB Docket No. 98-192~

6560 Rock Spring Drive
Bethesda. MD 20817

Telephone 301 2143457
Fax 301 2147145

Telex 197800
Internet keith.fagan@comsat.com

Application of Lockheed Martin Corporation and
Regulus, LLC for Authority to Purchase and Hold Shares
of Stock in COMSAT Corporation
File No. SAT-ISP-19981016-00072

Dear Ms. Salas:

On July 22, 1999, Larry G. Schafran, a member of COMSAT
Corporation's Board of Directors, sent the attached letter to
FCC Commissioner Susan Ness in which he expressed the view that
the FCC should postpone action in the above-referenced direct
access proceeding in deference to Congress in view of the
Senate's passage of S. 376. Mr. Schafran also expressed the
view that the Commission should act by early September on the
above-referenced Lockheed Martin-COMSAT application.

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's Rules, the
original and one copy of this letter and its attachments are
being submitted to the Office of the Secretary.

Respectfully submitted,

~,tK)(.~
Keith H. Fagan

cc: Commissioner Susan Ness

No. of Copies rec'd a t r
UstA BC DE

....... __._.. . ._ .._-------------._---------------------------



L. G. Schafran

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20024

Fax-Mail (6 pages)

July 22, 1999

RECEIVED
JUL 23 1999

FEO~fJAL COM

DFFICE~~~COMMISSloAi
-"""(MY

202.418.2821

Re: COMSAT, Inc./FCC-Dlrect Access, Lockheed Martin Application

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I telephoned, and write (as I understand that you are on "Travel
Status·), as a Director of COMSAT, Corp., to share my view that the FCC
should postpone action on the INTELSAT Direct Access proceeding in
deference to Congress.

You probably already know that the U. S. Senate, on July 8th,
unanimously passed a bill that would bar Direct Access until July 1, 2001 or
until INTElSAT privatizes. The Direct Access proposal now before the FCC
is inconsistent with this bill and would impede Congressional efforts to
legislate on this matter.

You may also already know that the leadership of both parties of the
Senate Committee on Science, Commerce and Transportation, Senators
McCain, Bums and Hollings, have stated to Chairman Kennard that
"because Congress intends to speak definitively on direct access this year in
new legislation, it would be highly inappropriate for the Commission to move
fOlWard with a rulemaking on this subject at this time.· (Copy of letter
attached.) Similar letters urging that the FCC not act prematurely on Direct
Access were sent, respectively by Senators Mikulski and Sarbanes, as well
as by distinguished members of the Congressional Black Caucus, (Copies
attached.)
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Page Two
The Honorable Susan Ness
July 22, 1999

Accordingly, I urge postponement of the Direct Access rulemaking.

Further, I refer to the pending Lockheed Martin • COMSAT
Application, which needs to be aded upon by early September. Unlike
Direct Access. FCC approval of the lockheed Martin Application is fully
consistent with the Senate bill. The Lockheed Martin - COMSAT transaction
is of personal importance to me and, I believe, to all COMSAT shareholders,
and I urge the FCC to ad on the Application by early September.

Lastly, I thank you for considering my views. assure you that I would
be pleased to elaborate at your convenience, and remain,

Very truly yours.

N. B.: In accordance with Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rUles,
two (2) copies of this letter, with attachments, are being submitted to the
Office of the Secretary.

Attachments (3, 4 pages)

._-_.._. ----._._- --------------------
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"If TNTELSAT$y#e",,1B DocwNo. ~J.192 (rtI1a1ed Oe!Dber 21, 1991). Well'l extrauly
OOftCenIft lb. the CommilltoD u II\OY.I fbi MII'd It I dale '"'lin COQIRU Ia K1\ve.,. .....·'DI
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