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In the Matter of

Petition for Rule Making to Set Loading
Standards for Earth Stations in the
Fixed Satellite Service that
Share Terrestrial Spectrum

Request for Declaratory Ruling on
Partial-Band Licensing of Earth
Stations in the Fixed Satellite Service that
Share Terrestrial Spectrum

REPLY OF GE AMERICAN COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

GE American Communications, Inc. ("GE Americom"), by its attorneys

and pursuant to Sections 1.2 and 1.405 of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 1.2

& 1.405, hereby replies to the filings of other parties in response to the above-

captioned Request for Declaratory Ruling and Petition for Rule Making of the Fixed

Wireless Communications Coalition ("FWCC Petition" or "Petition"). The record in

this proceeding reflects unanimous agreement that the relief requested in the

Petition is unwarranted and would seriously harm critical earth station operations.

Accordingly, the Commission should summarily deny the Petition without taking

any further action.

In its Opposition to the Petition, GE Americom demonstrated that

flexibility is critical to earth station operators in order to permit them to respond to

customer demands and to restore service in the event of an outage. GE Americom
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Opposition at 5-7. GE Americom showed that the Commission's long-standing

policies for earth station licensing and coordination are properly tailored to the

technical and economic realities of satellite services. Id. Thus, contrary to the

FWCC's assertions, these policies do not favor earth stations over terrestrial

microwave services but reflect basic differences between the two types of operations.

Finally, GE Americom showed that the new policies proposed by FWCC would

significantly burden earth station operators and Commission personnel and would

greatly complicate coordination efforts. Id. at 10-12.

Other parties echoed GE Americom's objections to the Petition. For

example, both HBO and Williams provided concrete evidence concerning the need

for earth station operators to change frequencies quickly in order to provide service

over different satellites or transponders. HBO Opposition at 2, 4-5; Williams

Opposition at 1-2. Sprint demonstrated that the FWCC Petition would prevent

Sprint and other carriers from obtaining circuits from Intelsat for international

service, jeopardizing their ability to serve numerous countries. Sprint Opposition at

3-4. 1/ SkyBridge explained that the Petition's proposals for changes to

coordination procedures are based on incorrect assumptions and would be

unworkable in practice. SkyBridge Comments at 3-6. The Satellite Industry

1/ Sprint suggests that the Commission could put out a Notice of Inquiry to
explore issues relating to licensing and coordination in spectrum shared between
earth stations and terrestrial services. Id. at 4. However, the record here does not
support any move to re-examine the Commission's existing policies.
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Association and COMSAT both presented comprehensive rebuttals to each of the

Petition's arguments.

Meanwhile, not a single entity stepped forward to support the Petition.

In light of the unanimous opposition to the Petition, the Commission should dismiss

the Petition and retain its existing earth station licensing and coordination policies.

Respectfully submitted,

GE AMERICAN COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Philip V. Otero
David J. Lidstone
GE American Communications, Inc.
Four Research Way
Princeton, NJ 08540

By:
Peter A. Rohrbach
Karis A. Hastings
Yaron Dori
Hogan & Hartson L.L.P.
555 Thirteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004
(202) 637-5600

July 27, 1999
Its Attorneys
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certifY that a copy of the foregoing Reply of GE American

Communications, Inc. was hand delivered this 27th day of July, 1999 to:

Donald Abelson, Chief
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Roderick K. Porter, Deputy Chief
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Thomas Tycz, Chief
Satellite & Radiocommunications

Division
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Julius Knapp, Chief
Policy & Rules Division

Office of Engineering & Technology
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

and by first class mail, postage prepaid to:

International Transcription Service
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Jack Keating, President
Association of Public-Safety Communications

Officials International, Inc.
c/o 1666 K Street, N.W. #1100
Washington, D.C. 20006

Clayton Mowry
The Satellite Industry Association
225 Reinekers Lane, #600
Alexandria, VA 22314

Gerald Rosenblatt
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Telecommunications Industry Association
2500 Wilson Blvd., Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22201

Robert S. Koppel
Jennifer A. Manner
MCI WorldCom, Inc.
1133 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

W. Mark McKibben
McKibben Communications
20640 Bahama Street
Chatsworth, CA 91311

Benjamin J. Griffin
A. Sheba Chacko
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.
701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., #900
Washington, D.C. 20004

Philip L. Spector
Jeffrey H. Olson
Diane C. Gaylor
Paul, Weiss, Ritkind, Wharton & Garrison
1615 L Street, N.W., #1300
Washington, D.C. 20036

Patricia A. Mahoney
Iridium LLC
1575 Eye Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

\ \ \DC - 70647/630 - 0904183.02 11



Leon M. Kestenbaum
Jay C. Keithley
Marybeth M. Banks
Sprint Corporation
1850 M Street, N.W., 11th Floor
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COMSAT Corporation
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