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RESOLUTION ON DEMOCRATIC COMMUNICATIONS

WHEREAS, a counterbalance is needed for the current commercial radio system which has
entirely sbandoned localism and public service and become merely a money-making machine for
large and distant corporations; and .

WHEREAS, there is no rexson why thousands, or even tens of thousands of low-power “micro-
radio” stations could not exist in neighborhoods, apartment houses, communities and small towns
throughout the U.S. No resson except the FCC’s extremely restrictive policies which favor the
large, wealthy corporation and the monopolist, and

WHEREAS, the existence of thousands of uniicensed micro-radio stations around the country has
shown that such stations can exist without causing interference to others. The FCC calls these
stations “pirates”. But the real “pirates™ are those who have tightly monopolized the public
spectrum for their own profit making purposes, and who have largely eliminated iocal
programming, especially local civic programming of any kind, and

WHEREAS, 99.99%: of the American people are LEGALLY BARRED from using radio and TV,
the most effective media in the U.S., to communicate to their fellow citizens. This situation was
greatly aggravated by the Telecommunications Act of 1996, which allowed for a massive
consolidation of radio and TV into the hands of a few wealthy corporations. Can such a state of
affairs be consistent with the First Amendment? Should freedom of press via broadcasting truly
belong to those very few who own a press, or in this case a government broadcast license?, and

WHEREAS, today, radio in the United States has moved very far away from the vision of its
pioneers of a force for democracy. Owned by a tiny number of huge multinational corporations,
the radio outlets in this country seem to have one purpose only, to deliver audience to paying
advertisers. Those advertisers want people 10 buy, yet they show little, if any concern with the life
and needs of working people; therefore be it

RESOLVED that we desperately need 2 system of worker oriented, community based local radio
stations, controlled and operated by the people in the communities they serve; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we urge the FCC to craft a plan for allocating spectrum

space to communities which is simple, straightforward and easy for workers™ groups, unions and
others to use; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that CWA Local 9423 join the Committee on Democratic
Communications and submit this resolution 10 all our labor council affiliates and the 1999 CWA
National Convention for their review and approval.

LHR.¢cs

Anan20/afl_min

.



e W e

1100 LLBARED ROAD - SOV} 19/

SAN AT+ CALLHOIN » W15
R

PEONL. |Aeg) TR 0D
FAR: JORE| W0, 24482
BRI elagpatnethon
ERL: woww. alwyth,ary

L T A I O A

e
tort. - lmesiee e

doon fmuiln, Bunil Cans Wty Lons? T - Procnent
ivting 0. Soomaghons, SH Somd 111 - [t Moy Proskdont
Jun | Sy, bobiling Tonden Coomal - T5 Voo Piaeione

o Inam, VTN gt 128 . Tpioe:
Nocst Pvtom NI Cavnl B - Rosmading boaray
by Eastome. AL By 143 - Sorpnoni-oh-hems

T0Als Nimoges
+ A
13 ek, MEW Lo 1103
teios Lo, Rhows Al 24
oy B, Jr, Labovess Lagei 179
Ronens Fombatey, WO Lonsl 1Y
tat iuchowe. Spmpunst e Locoi 8
Corwion tudongs. P ol 184
Yom Unsbpupes, Poiaton Lonpl D1}
e tgtomy. Suoningw (sl 154
Ly Mot Auiy Uont ey Loowl 1100
Yod Boen, Kigs Dimplng Mind St Lout 410
Tau Sois, ) Lonal S04
Ui Mt jr, COO Loond 432
Yont ing, Nomand i 190
4 Hiplen. XI5 (ot 205
L Sy, I0EW kol 311
Aol Wiiags, Pshun § Dveliien ool 303

PO

B vy LM WAW PDU UQJN

Apr‘-ZS-SS '09:58A cwa local P42z3

ALY FEKUD CLK
408 243 3011

RESOLUTION ON DEMOCRATIC COMMUNICATIONS

Whereas, a countarbalance is needed for the current commercial radio
systern which hag entirgly sbandoned localism and public service and

bacome maerely a money-making machine for large and distant corporations;
and

Whereas, (here is no reason why thousands, or even tens of thoussnds of
low-power *micro-radio” stations could not exist in neighborhoads, apartment
houses, communities and small towns throughout the U.S. No reason except
the FCC's extremely restrictive policies which favor the large, wesithy
corporation and the monopolist; and

Whereas, the existence of thousands of unlicensed micro=radio stations
sroynd the country has shown that such stations can exist without causing
intgrferance 10 others. The FCC cglis these stations “pirates”. But the resl
“pirutes” are those who have tightly monopolized the public spectrum for their
own profit making purposes, and who haves largely elimingted local
programming, especially local civic programming of sny kind, and

Whereas, 99.98% of the American peopie are Legally Barred from using
radio and TV, the most effective media in the U.S., lo communicate 10 thair
feliow citizens. This situation was greatly aggravated by the
Telecommunications Agt of 1996, which allowed for 9 massive conscidation
of radic and TV into the hands of a few weaithy corporations. Can such 2
state of affairs be consistent with the First Amendment? Should freedom of
press via broadcasting truly belong to those very few who own a press, or in
this case s govermnment braadcast license?, and

Whereas, today, radio in the United States has moved very far away from the
vision of its pioneers of a force for democracy. Owned by a tiny nurnber of
huge multinstional corporations, the radio outiets in this country seem o have
one purpose cnly, to deliver sudienca to paying advertisers. Those
advertisers want people to buy, yet they show [ittle. if any concemn with the life
snd naeds of working people; therefore be It

Resolved that we desperately naed a system of worker oriented community
besed Iocsi radio stations, controlled and operated by the people in the
communitigs they serve, and

Be it Further Rasomd that we yrge the FCC to craft a pian for allocating
$pectrum space to communities which is simple, straightforward and easy for
workers’ groups, unions and other to use, and

Be It Further Resoived that the South Bay AFL-CIO Labor Council go on
record supporting this resolution and to communicate to the FCC.

by the South Bly ALP-CIO Labor Councii at the Exacutive Bosrs Maeting
on April 7, 1999,
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Central Labor Council
of Alameda County

AFL-CIO
o g3

OAKLAND, CALIVFORNIA 94621 Telephone {310) 632-4242

DOROTHY FORTIER
L President
o ."' JUDITH M. GOFF i T
IR Executive Secretary-Treasurer Lot
RESOLUTION OF CENTRAL LABOR COUN%IL OF ALAMEDA COUNTY, AFL-CIO
IN SUPPORT OF THE LEGALIZATION OF MICRO-POWERED RADIO

WHEREAS, since 1978, the Fedoral Communications Commission (FCC) has refused to license
FM radio stations pro;:oaing to broadeast with less than 100 watts of power, and has put other
impediments in the way of the establishment of low cost, community based radio stations;

WHEREAS, that policy bus offcotively limited access to radio broadeasting to large
corporations and wealthy individuals;

AND WHEREAS, it 15 [requently impossible to reach union workers and poicntial union
members through the prees or the comumercial mass media,

, AND WHEREAS, the poor, minorities, workers, community ‘gtoups and people with alterative
viewpoints have been largely dented oecoss to the airwaves because of these FCC regulations;

AND WHEREKAS, for organizing drives and for communicating with workers on the job in their
cars and in their homes, low power, communily based radio operated by union locals, ¢

oncerncd
workers, and others provide an ideal means of providing communication and information of intereat to
workers and their familics;

AND WHEREAS, most {ull power stations fail to adequately report news of intcrest to workers
and members of unions, and an expansion of diversily in radio broadcasting thet low power radio would
make possible is likely to promote the distribution ofyinformation about the labor movement;

AND WHEREAS, the lack of low power stations has robbed local communities of radio

programming which addresses local concerns, substituting instcad rcgional radio mcga-stations mostly
programming frora thousends of miles away;

AND WHEREAS, the 1996 T'elecommunications Act has further and dramatioally concentrated
ownership of the broadcast media into a fow massive corporations, squcezing out local volices;

AND WHEREA%. new technology in transmitters and radio receivers is such that there is spage
ec

on the radio gpectrum for hundreds of new low power radio stations, each of which could be set up casily
and for less than $2,000;

AND WHEREAS, in responsc Lo the forcgoing, the FCC has issued a Notice of Proposed
Rutomaking (NPRM) which pro 03¢cs the legalization of I'M stations under 100 watts and which asks the
publi¢ to comment on how such licensing should take place;

THEREFORE BE I'T RESOLVED, that the Exccutive Scorctary-Treasurer of the Central
Labor Couneil of Alameda County, AFL-CIG shell submit the following as comments to the FCC's

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (RM 99-25), using the F'CC’s procedure for submitting Comments
clectronicelly at www.foc.gov: ]

1. The Central Labor Council of Alamcda County, AFL-CIO sup: licensing as many new,
n

) rts
smail FM radio stations as possible to sccure the benefits of loc‘:?ly oriented radio for owr
. community. _

2 The ncw Low Power FM stations should be non-commercial to provide the maximum
diversity of voices on these new stations. :




wa-ce- AT T WISOMIDY 8 300LLA NOt exceed 10fHwatts so that there cagbe g space)
PR on the TRdio dial allowing thc maximum number of new stations. - e

4. No person or group should own more than one new station and station owners should be
bascd in the community the station would scrve.

5. We also join with and support the more detailcd comments to this pro¢eeding which are being
submitted by the Natiopal Lawyers’s Guild’s Committee on Democratic i
Communications.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, a counterbalance is needed for the current commerocial radio system
which has entirely abandoned localism and public service and become merely a money-
making machine for large and distant corporations; and

WHEREAS, there i3 no reason why thousands, or even tens of thousands of low-
power “micro-radio” stations could not exist in neighborhoods, apartment houses,
communities and small towns throughout the U.S. no reason except the FCC's extremely
restrictive policles which favor the large, wealthy corporation and the monopolist; and

WHEREAS, the existence of thousands of un-licensed micro-radio stations around
the country has shown that such stations can exist without causing interference to others.
The FCC calls these stations “pirates,” but the real “pirates” are those who have tightly
monopolized the public spectrum for their own profit making purposes, and who have
largely eliminated local programming, especially local civic programming of any kind; and

WHEREAS, 99.99% of the American people are legally barred from using radio
and TV, the most effective media in the United States, to communicate with their fellow
citizens, this situation was greatly aggravated by the Telecommunications Act of 1996,
which allowed for a massive consolidation of radio and TV into the hands of a few
wealthy corporations. Can such a state of affairs be consistent with the First Amendment?
Should freedom of press via broadcasting truly belong to those very few who own a press,
or in this case a government broadcast license?, and

WHEREAS, today, radio in the United States has moved very far away from the
vision of its pioneers of & force for democracy owned by & tiny number of huge
multinational corporations, the radio outlets in this country seem to have one purposs
only, to deliver audience to paying advertisers. Those advertisers want psople to buy, yet
they show little, if any, concern with the life and needs of working people;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, we desperately need & system of
worker oriented, community based local radio stations, controlled and operated by the
people in the communities they serve, and :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the San Francisco Labor Council urge the
FCC to craft a plan for allocating spectrum space to communities which is simple,
streightforward and easy for workers’ groups, unions and others to use; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the San Francisco Labor Council hereby go
on record supporting this Resolution and communicate our position to the FCC. _

Adopted by the Executive Committee of the San Francisco Labor Council at their

meeting on June 2, 1999.

Walter L. Jo n
Secretary-Treédsurer
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To Mr. William Kennard, Chair
Federal Communication Commission
445 - 12% Strect, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Resolution of Local 510 Sign Display and Allied Trades of IBPAT in support of the legalization
of micro-powercd radio

WHEREAS, since 1978, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has refused to license
FM radio stations proposing to broadcast with less than 100 watts of power, and has put other
impediments in the way of the establishment of low cost, community based radio slations;

WHEREAS, that policy has cffectively limited access to radio broadcasting to large corporations
and wealthy individuals;

AND WHEREAS, it is frequently impossible to reach union workers and potential union
membcrs through the press or the commercial mass media;

AND WHEREAS, the poor, minoritics, workers, community groups and people with alternative
viewpoints have becn largely denied access to the airwaves because of these FCC regulations;

AND WHEREAS, for organizing drives and for communicating with workers on the job, in their
cars and in their homes, low power, community based radio operated by union locals, concerncd

workers, and others provide an ideal means of providing communication and information of
interest to workers and their familics,

AND WHERLEAS most full power stations fail to adequately report news of interest to workers
and members of unions, and an expansion of diversity in radio broadcasting that Jow power radio

would make possiblc is likely to promote the distribution of information sbout the Jabor
movement;

AND WHEREAS the lack of low power stations has robbed local communities of radio
programming which addresscs local concerns, substituting instead regional radio mega-stations
mostly programming from thousand of miles away;

AND WHEREAS the 1996 Telecommunications Act has further and dramatically concentrated
ownership of the broadcast media into a few massive corporations, squeezing out local voices;

AND WHEREAS new techuology in transmitters and radio receivers is such that there is space

on the radio spectrum for hundreds of new Jow power radio stations, each of which could be set
up casily and for less than $2,000;
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AND WHEREAS in response 1o the foregoing, the FCC has issued a Notice of Proposed

Rulemaking (NPRM) which proposcs the legalization of FM stations under 100 watts and which
asks the public to comment on how such licensing take place;

THEREFORE, be it rcsolved that the President of Local 510 Sign Display of IBPAT shall submit

the following as comments to the FCC's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (RM 99-25), using the
FCC’s procedurc for submitting comments electronically at www.fuc -B ( St

1. ‘The Union Local 510 Sign Display supports licensing as many new, smull FM radio stations

as possible to secure the benefits of locally oriented radio for our community.

2. The new Low Powcr FM stations should be non-commercial to provide the maximum
diversity of voices on these new stations.

3. Power levels for the new stations should not cxceed 100 watts so that there cun be more
space on the radio dial allowing the maximum number of new stations.

5. No person or group should own more than onc now station and station owners should be
bascd in community the station would serve,

6. We also join with and support the more dctailed comments to this procecding which are
being submitted by the National Lawyer’s Guild’s Committee on Democratic
Communications.

Adopted by Local 510 May 12, 1999.

Pat Wright, President
Local 510
Sign, Display and Allied Crafis, IBPAT

2660 Newhall Street, Room 104
San Francisco, Ca 94124-2527




RESOLUTION OF THE MARINE CLERKS ASSOCIATION, LOCAL 63, OQF
THE INTERNATIONAL LONGSHORE AND WAREHOUSE UNION, IN
SUFPPORT OF THE LEGALIZATICON CF LOW PCWER AND MICRO.RADIO

(LPFM)
WHEREAS :

AND WHEREAS:

AND WHEREAS:

AND WHEREAS:

AND WHEREAS:

the stated goals of the Federal
Communications Ceommissicn (FCC) to
democratize opportunities for LPFM, to
promote diversity in radio voices are in
keeping with the ILWU's guiding principle to
foster control from below through active
rank-and-file participation, mutual respect
for diverse opinions whether religious or
political and of differences cof races,
color, creed and national origin;

current FCC policy limits radio station
ownership to large corporations and wealthy
individuals contrary to the ILWU's guiding
principle that the concentration of power
amongst the few must be opposed if the
welfare of the rank-and-file worker is to be
fostered;

the exponential concentration on radio
ownership in the United States--especially
after the misconceived 1996
Telecommunications Act--has eliminated what
minute access workers and non-profit
community organizaticns, including unions,
nad to the airwaves;

since 1978, FCC rules have prevented the
participation of the poor, minorities,
workers, community groups and others from
access through LPFM which access would
provide unions together with other
non-profit community groups like schools,
the opportunity to communicate
community-building information to workers
at the jobsite or at home;

there has been a national groundswell of
requests to the FCC for access to LPFM and
for station licenses; and new technology
exists in transmitters and radio receivers
to provide the space on the radic spectrum
for hundreds of new inexpensive LPFM
stations that would permit citizens to set
up staticns to serve local communities
providing a voice to the voiceless;




AND WHEREAS: a counterbalance is needed to the current
corporate commercial radio system, which
now has even co-opted "Public Broadcasting",
and forsaken programming which addresses
local concerns in favor of filler and fluff
transmitted from regional mega-staticns
thousands cf miles away;

AND WHEREAS: 1in response to the foregoing, the FCC has
issued a Notice of Propocsed Rulemaking
(NPRM) which proposes the legalization of FM
stations under 100 watts and which askg the
public to comment on how such licensing
should .take place;

THEREFORE EBE

IT RESQLVED: that the Secretary of the Marine Clerks
Association, Local 63, ILWU, shall submit
thre following as comment to the FCC's Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking (RM 99-25), using the
FCC's procedure for submitting Comments
electronically at www.fcc.gov:

i. the Marine Clerks Association, Local 63, ILWU,
supports licensing as many new small (100 watt or
less) FM radio stations as possible to secure the
benefits of community oriented non-profit
NON-COMMERCIAL radio in our community.

2. such 100-watt or less stations would assure more
space on the radio dial for the maximum number of
new stations and maximum opportunities for
diverse viewpoints.

3. the new stations should be protected from being
forced off the air by higher-watt stations by
being considered a "Primary Service", not as a
"Secondary Service", under FCC rules.

4. no personh or group should own more than one new
gstation, and station owners should be based in the
community the station serves.

5. people whe have struggled to bring low-power radio
to their communities since 1978, when none was
available, should not be prohibited from
participating in this new opening up of the FM
channels for they have much knowledge and
creativity to contribute.

6. we also join with and support the more detailed
comments to this proceeding which are being
submitted by the Committee on Democratic
Communications of *the National Lawyers' Guild.




ATTACHMENT TO RESOLUTION filed as public comment by Local 63, Marine Clerks
Association, International Longshore & Warehouse Union, 707 West “C” Street, Wilmington,
Ca., 90744, on MM Docket No. 99 - 25 regarding FCC proposal to Create Low Power FM Radio
Service for Local Communities. '
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ATTACHMENT TO RESOLUTION filed as public comment by Local 63, Marine Clerks
Association, International Longshore & Warehouse Union, 707 West “C” Street, Wilmington,

Ca., 90744, on MM Docket No. 99 - 25 regarding FCC proposal to Create Low Power FM Radio
Service for Local Communities.
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ATTACHMENT TO RESOLUTION filed as public comment by Local 63, Marine Clerks

Association, International Longshore & Warehou

Ca., 90744, on M
Service for L(_)cal
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Resolution 61A-99-9
Democratic Communications

A ctounterbalance is needed for the current commerciat racio system which- has ontirely
abandoned localism and public service and become merely a money-making machine for large and
distant corporatiens. There is no reason why thousands, or even tens of thousands af low-power’
“micro-radio” stations could not exist in neighborhoods, apartment houses, communities and small
towns throughout the U.5. No reason except the FCC's extremaly restrictive policios which favor the
farge, wealthy corporation,

The existonce of thousands of unlicensed micro-radio stations around the country has shown
that such stations can exist without causing interference to others. The FCC calls these stationg
“pirates”. But the real "pirates” are those who have tightty monagpolized the public specﬁ}um for their
own profit making purposes, and who have largely eliminated local programming, especially local civic 10
programming of any kind. ‘ 1

99.99% of the Amaerican peopie are legally barred from using radio and TV to communicate to 12
their fellow citizens. This situation way greatly aggravated by the Telecommunrnications Act of 1996, 13
which allowed for a massive consolidation of radio and TV into the hands of a few wealthy 14
corporations. Can such a state of affairs be consistent with the First Amendment? Should, freedom of 15
press via broadcasting truly belong to those very few who own @ press, or in this case, a government 16
broadcast licernse? 17

Today, radio in the United States has moved away from the vision of its pioneers as a force for 18
democracy. Owned by a tiny number of huge mwultinational corporations, the radio ouglets in this 19
country seem to have one purpose only, to detiver audience to paying advertisers. Those advertisers 20

DO AERWN =

want peopic 1o buy; yet they show little, if any, concern withr the life and’naedscf'wo-rking people, 21
RESOLVED: That we desperatoly need a system of worker-oriented, community-based local 22
radio stations; controled and operated by the people in the communities they serve, 23
RESOLVED: That CWA urge the FCC to craft a plan for sllocating spectrum space to 24
comimunitics whichr is simpte; straightforward and easy to use. 28

10
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.\‘atioﬁal‘;:C‘ouncil of the Churches of Christ in the USA

Statement of the Rev. Dr. Joan Campbell, General Secretary, the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA to William E. Kennard,

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission Regarding Low Powered
Radio.

Mr. Chairman, we are delighted and grateful that you have responded favorably to
the invitation of the National Council of Churches and the other Cathelic and -~
Protestant bodies gathered here to discuss low powered radio with us. Rev. Randy
Naylor will introduce my colleagues shortly. I think it is fair to say that our

membership loosely encompasses the vast majority of America’s practicing
Christians. ' :

Of course, we did not invite you to meet with us to try to persuade you to
support low powered radio. That would be preaching to the converted. We asked
for a face-to-face meeting, so we could assure you that the religious community--
which is not without influence--wants to see the FCC authorize low powered radio
stations and license them as widely as possible in communities throughout the
United States. We have come to offer our support to you and the other FCC
Commissioners to bring that about.  ~

We hope and we urge that the new low powered stations will be licensed to
non-commercial broadcasters who will both represent and cater to local community
needs and interests. Schools and community colleges; libraries; medical and other
agencies that serve homebound people; child care and senior citizen centers; civic
and civil rights groups; churches come to mind. Our citizens have the right to
exchange ideas and wrestle with local problems through the media. There is a

,crying need for people to be able to get accurate, unbiased news and information
about their localities, down to the smallest neighborhood units. We know that our
churches have this need, especially those with minority membership. Indeed, we
believe there should be priority treatment of minorities. In many communities
minorities will be found to have no voice at all on the commercial radio stations,
and certainly no ownership of radio facilities.

Mr. Chairman, in justification of the policies we advocate for low power
radio, I cannot help but remind you that Congress and predecessor Commission
majorities have virtually abandoned radio ownership restrictions and consequent
attention to public interests, needs and necessities. In our view, the present
concentration of control of radio stations in a handful of powerful corporations is a
threat to our democratic institutions. For commercial purposes, audiences are
deliberately segmented by age, sex, race, and ethnic origin--even by political bias.
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Scores, or even hundreds, of stations owned by a single corporation are managed
from a distant city, with satellite delivered programming and national advertising.
Many such stations ignore information and news stories that are important to our
members and the people we serve. Many churches have programming material
that they cannot place on currently available radio outlets, and I am sure other
local public groups suffer from the same neglect.

One piece of evidence, already in the Commission’s hands, underscores my
argument. In a filing in your current rulemaking inquiry on Equal Employment
Opportunity, a group of commercial radio station managers made individual
statements opposing the proposed rule. They argue that diversity in the work force
is undesirable, since it cannot bring about diversity in programming, because so
few of their programs originate locally. They report that local origination of

programs ranges from a low of one percent to six percent, nine percent, ten
percent, and for one station, 15% - 20%.

This neglect of their communities of license is not just a matter of economic
justice. It is a lesson we need to learn about democratic self-governance. As you
may have heard, I was a member of the delegation that traveled to Yugoslavia and
succeeded in freeing our soldier prisoners. There, I was reminded of the heroic
men and women who operated small scale broadcasting stations in Eastern Europe
against first the Nazi, then the Communist dictators, keeping democracy alive in
the minds of the people. Democracy depends on any informed citizens. We have
groups among us who have been disenfranchised, or never were “enfranchised” by

the electronic media. By creating a community-based microradio service, we can--
and we should--set an example for the rest of the world.
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Mr. Tom Ness
Jam Rag Press
Box 20076

Ferndale, Michigan 48220

Dear Mr. Ness:

.S, Bouse of Repregentatives

Conmittee on Commerce
Room 2125, Rapburn Frouge ©Llice Building
TWaghington, BE 205156115

May 18, 1999

Thank you for your letter regarding low-power radio broadcasting. I appreciated hearing from

you.

I commend your efforts in Michigan, and I am pleased to note that the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) launched a rulemaking on January 28, 1999, that is intended to provide greater
opportunities for community-oriented broadcasters. 1 support the FCC’s efforts, provided that existing
licensees are protected from interference. The rules are expected to lead to the creation of several hundred

medium- and low-power FM broadcast stations.

I, too, support a robust local market for radio and television broadcasting. During the debates
surrounding passage of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, I argued strenuously against further
concentration of radio broadcast ownership at the local level. Unfortunately, the Congress succeeded in
completely removing the national ownership caps and significantly expanding the local station limits for
individual radio broadcasters.

As a result, the country has experienced an unprecedented degrec of ownership concentration of
radio stations. This concentration is leading both to higher advertising rates and an increasing bias toward
national programming. I continue to believe that neither result is in the public interest.

I agree with the concerns you have raised and will continue to support the protection of
programming diversity at the local level. 1f I can be of further assistance, please let me know.

With every good wish.

JOHN D. DINGELL
RANKING MEMBER
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Fairness & Aocouraoy In Reporting

To whom it may concemn:

This letter is submitted as 2 show of support for Free Radio Santa Cruz, a micro-radio
station operating in your area, Like other micro stations, Free Radio SC has taken a
daring—and illegal.;éstand, provoking the Federal Communications Comenission (FCC) to
re-gvaluate their own licensing guidelines, It is in that spirit that FAIR supports their
actions, especially as they relate to a national (and international) movement to educate and
inform the public on the issues of radio ownership, freedom of speech, and the rights of
citizens to communicate with one another.

Other micro-powered stations have faced harassment and even arrest for continuing to
broadcast without a license, The FCC, after spending years chasing down unficensed
broadcasters, now appears réady to make some compromise to allow low-watt stations to
broadcast free of harassment.

I am including an article from the latest issue of Extra!, FAIR's magazine, It addresses
one of the FCC’s chief cofnplaints about micro-radio: the claim that such broadcasting
creates “interference” problems with licensed stations, as well as aviation equipment. As
the article points out, this argument is not supported by the evidence.

I encourage the City Council in Santa Cruz to express their support for the station,
especially as this ,issuAe attracts more attention throughout the country. This dedication to
providing community-oriented broadcasting in the face of such adversity should not go

unrecognized.

Sincerely,
Peter Hart

F4m . ' ' o i

1

'21?..633.57007 fax 212.727.7668 fale@tair.org www.fail.efg
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MICHIGAN
HouseE OrF REPRESENTATIVES

P.0. Box 30014
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7514

April 13, 1999

The Honorable William E. Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Inre: RM9242
Dear Chairman Kennard:

We are writing in support of the Commission’s proposed rules to license new low power FM
radio stations, which would improve airwave access in local communities.

As the rate of consolidation of radio broadcast markets has increased, fewer and fewer local
stations exist with close connections to communities and neighborhoods. This has resulted in a
less diverse media market. Licenses for low power FM radio stations would allow more local
groups -- minorities, the religious and educational communities, and non-"mainstream” voices
-- to be heard in urban as well as rural markets.

The public airwaves could better serve the public by having a wider assortment of local forums
for both listeners and market owners. Allowing LPFM stations could increase local presence

and provide more choices to the public, better reflecting the character of the communities they
serve,

We urge you to restore approval for low power FM radio broadcasting as a relatively
affordable, more community-based service to include regional issues and local music more
effectively in the radio markets.

Sincerely,

Paul Gieleghem— ) Patricta Godchaux
State Representative State Representative
31st-District 40th District
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March 8, 1999

Mr. William Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of:
Proposal for Creation of Low Power FM (LPFM) Broadcast Service
FCC RM-9242, the "Skinner” petition

Dear Mr. Kennaf&:

We, members of the Michigan State Senate, would like to take this opportunity to express our
support for RM-9242 which would help to create a new service of small, locally owned FM
stations.

As you know, twenty years ago, the Federal Communications Commission (F.C.C.) stopped
issuing new "Class D" broadcasting licenses (stations of less than 100 watts). Today to launch a
station the F.C.C. will consider licensing a minimum investment of $80-100 thousand, making it
too difficult for the general public to launch a radio statio. A national grassroots movement has
emerged to re-legalize community radio.

We believe allowing low power FM Radio will achieve several worthwhile goals; providing
more choice to the public, diversity of ownership, increased local presence in the medja and a
better reflection of the character and needs of the community.

Therefore, we support RM-9242 and hope that you will consider adopting this rule on behaif of

local musicians, community groups and individual citizens throughout the igan and
the country.
Respectfully,

TY———A-
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Members of the Michigan State Senate who signed this letter are:

Ken DeBeaussaert ~~  Walter H. North
Joe Young, Jr. ~~ John D. Cherry, Jr.

-. Burton Leland . Gary C. Peters

- Raymond Murphy ~~ Alma Wheeler Smith
Mat Dunaskiss " Phil Hoffiman

-~ Christopher D. Dingell
John J. H. Schwarz

All can be contacted at
P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909-7536

O
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Congress of the %’(uitcﬁ States
Bouse of Repregentatives
®@ashington, BC 20515

March 16, 1999

The Honorable William E. Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Strect, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

We are writing to commend the Commission for taking action on an issue of
great importance to us — improving access to our airwaves for our local
communities. We have become increasingly concemed about the growing
concentration of the media in our country and are pleased that the Commission is
taking action to increase opportunities for local communities to use our radio
airwaves.

One of the fundamental tenets of our democracy is to ensure that diverse interests
have opportunities to express themselves at different levels, and that they are not.
locked out in a monopolistic, globalized fashion. It is as fundamental as free speech.
Radio is perhaps the most qualified of any media outlet {o provide community access.
It is a relatively inexpensive medium to produce and is well suited to cover
cominunity issues and local music. Unfortunately, today’s radio is the most
concentrated and formulaic medium in the country. Providing licenses to low power
FM radio stations would create new opportunities for local voices to be heard in their
communities.

Allowing low power FM radio stations on the air would empower local
broadcasters to serve their communities with a variety of new voices and services.
Low power radio stations would be able to address specific groups — including
minority groups, the religious community, and linguistic minorities — and provide a
forum for debate about important local issues. These kinds of stations would
strengthen community identity in urban neighborhoods, rural towns and other
communities which are currently too small to win much attention from *“mainstream,”
ratings-driven media.
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‘I'he Honorable William E. Kennard
March 16, 1999
Page two

Further, they would provide an outlet for the diverse, local voices and musicians
that are presently priced out of the market. These stations would also provide
advertising options for local businesses and increased employment opportunities in
these comumunities.

The strong interest in independent radio stations shows that the creation of low
power radio service would have wide support. The tremendous public demand for
microradio is demonstrated by the proliferation of illegal radio stations, whose
operators broadcast at the risk of financial losses and, in some cases, imprisonment.

Again, we applaud the Commission’s willingness to address this issue. We are
hopeful that the creation of a new class of low power FM radio service will soon
become a reality. We look forward to working with you on making the airwaves
more accessible to our iocal communities.

Sincerely,

o s ]t S
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List of Cosigners
on the
Bonigr Low Power Radio Letter
EL .
FCC Chairman Kennard

David E. Bonior (MI} —
Lincoln Diaz-Balart (FL) ™
Rosa L. DeLauro (CT)

Alcee L. Hastings (FL) —
{leana Ros-lehtinen (FL) —
Lucilte Roybal-Allard (CA) —
James E. Clybum (5C)

Marcy Kaptur (OH)

George E. Brown, Ir. (CA) —
Carlos A. Romero-Barcelo (PR)
Eni F.H. Faleomavaega (AS)
Peter DeFazio (OR)

John Conyers, Jr. {MI) —
Robert A. Underwood (GU)
Patsy T. Mink {(HI)

Anna G. Eshoo (CA) —
Robert Wexler (FL)} —

Max Sandlin (TX)

Shelia Jackson-Lee (TX)
Albert Russell Wynn (MD)
Chaka Fattah (PA)

Elijah E. Cummings (MD)
Janice D. Schakowsky (IL)
Lynn N. Rivers (MI) —
Ronnie Shows (MS3)

Grace F. Napolitano (CA)™
Silvestre Reyes (TX)

27 total signatures.
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The Honorable William E. Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
(919 M Streel, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of:
Proposal for Creation of the Low Power FM (LPIFM) Broadceast Service
FCC RM-9242, the “Skinner” petition

Dear Chairman Kennard:

I am writing as part of the reply comment period for FCC RM-9242. Pleasc
make these comments part of the official record.

I support the “Skinner” petition because I believe it can improve access to our
airwaves for local communities without interfering with cx1stmg service. I am deeply
concerned about the growing concentration of the media in this country and believe,
that as we see tremendous consolidation within the industry, many voices and
viewpoints are being priced out of the market.

With the elimination of “Class D” licenses, or those under 100 watts for smail,
community radio stations, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) began the
process of silencing community voices. Since tlie passage of the 1996
telecommunications bill, it is clear that more and more of our radio stations are being
gobbled up by a small group of owners who have little connection or desire to serve
local public interest. Communities are losing their identity and local voice, as owners
whao live hundreds of miles away deprive them of local on-air persona]itics and
programming and replace them with cookie-cutter formats taped in far off studios.

One of the fundamental tenets of our democracy is to ensure that divetrse and
minority interests have opportunities to express themselves at differenit levels, and that
they are not locked ouit in a monopolistic, globalized fashion. It is as fundamental as
the right of free gpeech.

Radio is perhaps the most suitable of ady media outlet to provide community
access. It is a relatively inexpensive medium to produce and is well suited to cover
community issues and local music. Unfortunately, today’s radio is the most
concentrated and formulaic medium in the country. In fact, cominercial stations in the
Detroit metro area devote far less than one percent of their air titrie to local,
independent music.

FRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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The Honorable William E. Kennard
FCC RM-9242

July 22, 1998

Page two

Because of market concentration and difficult FCC licensing criteria, it is now
estimated that an investment of $80,000 to $100,000 is needed before the FCC will
even consider granting a broadcasting license. I believe this process must not freeze
ottt community, locally-owned and operated radio. In the public airwaves, surely we
can carve out a piece of the broadcasting spectrurn for community-level Low Power
M (LPFM) radio stations as the “Skinner” petition proposes. Further, I believe this
petition would fulfill the FCC’'s mandate to “serve the public interest, necessity and
convenience.” I support this petition and believe we owe the public some access to
the airwaves they own. Ihope the FCC will consider RM-9242 favorably.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,

&

David E. Bonior
Democratic Whip
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H.S. Bousge of Vepresentatives
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May 7, 1998

The Honorable William E. Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairmian Kennard:

[ am writing to ask you for your help and guidance on an issue of great importance to
me -— improving access to our airwaves for our local communities. I zm especially concerned
about the growing concentration of the media in this country and would like a chance to discuss
with you the prospects of freeing up our radio airwaves.

As you know, the Federal Communications Commission {FCC) eliminated “Class D"
licenses, or those under 100 watts, for small, community radio stations. Since Class D licenses are
unavailable, creative talent at the local level has little access to our airwaves. One of the
fundamental tenets of our democracy is to ensure that diverce interests have opportunities to express
themselves at different levels, and that they arc not locked out in a monopolistic, globalized fashion.
It is as fundamental as the right of free speech.

Radio is perhaps the most qualified of any media outlet to provide community access. Itisa
relatively inexpensive medium to produce and is well suited to cover community issues and local
music. Unfortunately, today’s radio is the most concentrated and formulaic medium in the country.
In fact, commercial stations in the Detroit metro area devote far less than one percent of their air
time to local, independent music,

Because of the criteria established by your agency, it is now estimated that an investment of
$80-100 thousand dollars is needed before the FCC will even consider granting a broadcasting
license. That is particularly troubling in an era when more and more of our media outlets are owned
by fewer and fewer mega-corporations. Qur nalion’s airwaves are dominated by six media
multinationals which continue to consolidate their control of the market nearly every day. I donot
believe our airwaves should be reserved only for wealthy media moguls.

I understand you have indicated a willingness to consider relicensing one-watt stations for
community access. This would be a small step in the right direction. I would like to discuss with you
further the possibility of increasing opportunities for citizens to use our airwaves and would like to
schedule a meeting with you in the near future.

Thank you again for you willingness to address this issue. I look forward to working with you
on ways to help make our airwaves more accessible to our local communities.

Sincerely,

C 080,
David E. Bonior
Democratic Whip




CITY OF HAZEL PARK

MURNICIPAL OFFICES
111 East Nine Mile Road * Hazel Park, Michigan 48030

February 4, 1999

Michigan Music is World Ciass Campaign
c/o Jam Rag

PO Box 20076

Ferndale M| 48220

On behalf of our Hazel Park citizens, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hazel Park
are in favor of F.C.C. to re-legalize community radio and we support the adoption of
FCC RM-2242,

We believe it can improve access to our afrwaves for all local residents without
interfering with existing service. Radio is the most suitable of any media outlet to
provide community access. [t is relatively inexpensive to produce and is well suited
to cover community issues and local music.

We support this petition and believe we owe the public some access to the airwaves
they own. We hope the FCC will consider RM-9242 favorably.

Yours truly,

Ben Colley
Mavyor
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Feb. 15, 1999
To Whom it May Concern,

The FC.C. is cunrently considering re-legalizing community radio, a move which | believe will benefit society in general
and the religious community specifically. All FCC. regulations are mandated to serve the public interest, necessity and
convenience; as such the agency urges members of the community to participate in their Rule-Making procedures, and
will accept public comments on community radio untl (). | hope you will take a few minutes to file an official
comment on behalf of your church or organization. 4-12-99

In the words of F.C.C. Chairman William Kennard, ‘Radio has become the province of multi-billion dollar corporations..the
foss of small religious stations and local programiming is very unfortunate_in a society where most people get all their
news and information from the broadcast industry, how can we have a strong democracy when the media is concentrated
in the hands of a few people?. This issue cannet come down to g battle between the rich and the very wealthy, as do so
many of the battles we have in Washington. These issues are fundamental to our democracy.”

Across the country, there are hundreds of religious stations operating without licenses, as acts of civil disobedience. They
serve an essential, specific and unique need unfulfilled by the titanic corporate broadcasters. For this service they risk fines,
forfeiture and prison. For example, Arthur Kobres of Lutz Community Radio (a "Christian Constiutionalist”) was recently
convicted for operating a 10-watt station out of his garage without a license, and faced a possible sentence of 28 years
{he was let off with house armrest and probation). The F.CC. has shut down some 300 stations over the last year.

Other segments of society that would benefit from the legalization of community radio include ethnic minorities, cultural
groups, political groups {especially third parties), etc.

Today, experts estimate that to launch a station the F.C.C. will consider licensing requires a minimum investment of $80-
F00 thousand dollars. With community radio, the threshold will be lowered to a few thousand dollars.

To participate in the Comment p;ocess, go to www.fccgov/mmb/prd/tpfm/. Or contact the Michigan Music Campaign
at 248-542-8090

We should reward those who want to participate in political debate, not throw them in prison. We should create the
conditions for a diverse cultural atmosphere. And we should allow independent broadcasters the same economic
opportunities currently enjoyed exclusively by our largest corporations. We do not want a nation of mindless, passive
consumers — let’s create avenues for an active, participatory democracy. Let the public use the public airwaves!

Respectfully,

G v e Leod o

Bishop Thomas Gumbleton
Archdiocese of Detroit

1234 WASHINGTON BOULEVARD M DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226-1825 M TEL: 313.237-5848 A FAX 313-237.5844




Subject: support from labor
Date: Mon, 03 May 1999 19:47:21 -0700
From: Peter Franck <pfranck@culturelaw.com>
To: microradio@tao.ca
CC: alpersyko@earthlink.net

The following letter was sent last week to Kennard from the IUE (International
Union of Blectrical Workers) supporting non-commercial, local micros

April 20, 1999

William Kennard, Chair

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear William Kennardi

This letter is submitted to the Federal Communications Commission as it reviews
ite rules with regard to low power FM radio.

Today radio in the United States has moved away from the vision of its pioneers
as a forcea for democracy. Currently owned by ‘a tiny number of huge
multinational corporations, the radio outlets in this country now predominantly
deliver an audience to paying advertisers.

We desperately need a system of worker oriented, community based local radio
gtations, controlled and operated by the pecple in the communities they serve.
I urge the Commisson to consider among the alternatives in your forthcoming
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, the option of completely noncommercial, locally
owned and local programmed micro radio.

I also urge you to craft a plan for allocating spectrum space to communities
which is simple, straightforward and ease for users such as 1UE's members and
community representatives to master. Consideration for these principles would
pernit Local Unions and labor councils and similar community organizations to
consider utilizing some form of low powsr broadcasting directly.

Very truly yours,

Paetar Mitchell

Assigtant to the President,
and General Counsel




May 22, 1999

Senator Barbara Boxer
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Boxer:

As a Senator who has championed policy for the people in the past, I request your support in
petitioning FCC Chairman Kennard and his Commission to set a policy that will make radio a
powerful force for democracy by favoring community-based not-for-profit low power radio
(LPFM) that is affordable.

January 28, 1999, The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) proposed to re-open the
low-power radio band which had been closed since 1978. The FCC is inviting comment on its
proposal.

In March of this year 27 Congress persons sent a letter to FCC Chairman William Kennard
expressing strong support for its proposal to legalize LPFM. Since then, more voices in
Congress and in the Senate have added their support.

There is a debate on how the FCC’s proposal should be implemented. Corporations which
already own hundreds of stations nationally in the 50 to 120,000-watt range now clamor to
extend their control even at 1,000 watts of power into local communities which would proscribe
smaller community-based stations in the 100 watts and less range. We request you join those
who believe that the low-power spectrum should be designated instead for community-based
groups to hold licenses on a non-commercial not-for-profit basis as residents of those
communities.

I urge you to contact FCC Chairman William Kennard requesting that the Commission decide in
favor of devoting the low-power spectrum to stations of 100 watts or less (rather than at the 1,00
watt level) so that more slots on the spectrum will be available for community use.

At the 100-watt level, stations would be affordable to numerous worker, minority and other
community-based groups whose local issues are not currently covered by big commercial radio.

Sincerely,
Brian Kiely

5160 E. Atherton St. #70
Long Beach, CA. 90815



May 22, 1999

Congressman Steve Hom

38th District, California

438 CanonHouse Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515-0538

Dear Representative Horm:

January 28,1999, The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) proposed to re-open the low-
power radio (LPFM) band which had been closed since 1978. The FCC is inviting comment
on its proposal.

In March of this year 27 Congress persons sent a letter to FCC Chairman William Kennard
expressing strong support for its proposal to legalize LPFM. Since then, more voices in
Congress and in the Senate have added their support.

As Chairman of the House’s Government Management, Information, and Technology
Subcommittee, you have the expertise to appreciate the powerful force of radio for democracy at
the local level where low power radio is especially needed.

There is a debate on how the FCC’s proposal should be implemented. Corporations which
already own hundreds of stations nationally in the 50 to 120,000-watt range now clamor to
extend their control even at 1,000 watts of power into local communities which would proscribe
smaller community-based stations in the 100 watts and less range. We request you join those
who believe that the low-power spectrum should be designated instead for community-based
groups to hold licenses on a non-commercial not-for-profit basis as residents of those
communities.

I urge you to contact FCC Chairman William Kennard requesting that the Commission decide in -
favor of devoting the low-power spectrum to stations of 100 watts or less (rather than at the 1,00
watt level) so that more slots on the spectrum will be available for community use.

At the 100-watt level, stations would be affordable to numerous worker, minority and other
community-based groups whose local issues are not currently covered by big commercial radio.

Sincerely,
Brian Kiely

5160 E. Atherton St. #70
Long Beach, CA. 90815




May 23, 1999

Public Comment submitted as €lectronic file

via the Internet to - <http://www.fcc.gov/e-file/ecfs. html>
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW, Room TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Report No. MM 99-1; MM Docket 95-25

Dear Chairman Kennard &Commissioners:

I wholeheartedly support the opening up of LPFM opportunities for increased radio broadcast
diversity as stated in the Commission’s declared goals:

...provide new opportunities for community oriented radio broadcasting

...foster opportunities for new radio broadcasting ownership

...promote additional diversity of voices and program services

The democracy envisioned by some framers of our Constitution and Bill of Rights are noble and
integral to true democracy. Unfortunately, they have been consistently undermined by the first
Communications Act of 1934, and even more blatantly by the Telecommunications Act of
1996. The complete opposite of the above espoused goals have for too long been legislated,
mandated.

The American public airwaves were handed over to an exclusjve commercial broadcasting elite
in 1934, This elite have propagated itself under the myth of the commercial marketplace while -

plundering the public airwaves for financial gain. Their product has never been so lacking in
content or principle as it is today. Our very democracy depends upon a diverse and open
exchange of ideas which sadly does not exist. The current media ( broadcasting being the most
obvious) alongside newspapers, magazines, book publishing, cinema et al monopolies have
become so concentrated and controlled by a handful of owners and their executives that the
possibility of the free flow of information so necessary to a viable democracy is undermined.

I am a businessman. But I do not believe that the profit motive is the only, or even the main,
raison d’etre for human existence. I implore you, Chairman Kennard and your Commissioners,
to redeem the Commission’s sorry record , and the consistent betrayal of the public’s airwaves by
legislators, by strongly supporting the licensing of new low power FM radio stations in a manner
that favors their assignment to non-commercial community-oriented organizations and
individuals. The focus must be on non-commercial entities which possess a longer-term vision
that this year’s balance sheet




We desperately need a system of community oriented and based local radio stations that are co-
operatively owned and operated by community members with a stake in and who reside in the
communities they serve.

We do not need the commercial wasteland of large absentee commercial broadcast chains to
extend their control into our communities on the low power spectrum at the proposed 1,000 watt
level. Rather, we need the spectrum to be 100 watts or less, to be local and small, so that many
more community-based groups can be represented on the FM band where they live and work
together.

We urge you to craft a plan that allocates the spectrum space in a manner that is straightforward
and friendly to the use of ordinary folks in such community-based groups.

Respectfully submitted,
Brian & Elba Kiely

5160 E. Atherton Street #70
Long Beach, Ca. 90815
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNLCAIIQ_SS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C, 20554

[n the Matter of ) W Docket No. 99-25
) :

Crestion-of a Low Power - Y RM-9208

Radio Service ) RM-9242

Comments of
Communications Workers of America

Debbie Goldman
George Kohl

501 Third St N.W,
Whashington, D.C, 20001
(202) 434-1194 (phonc)
{202) 434-1201 (fax)

. duﬂ?ie@cygmnion.org

Dated: July 26, 1999
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The Communications Workers-of America (CWA) is & labor organization representing 630,000
workers employed. in radiv-and television broadeasting, cable television, \elecommunications,
publishing, and other public and private sector industries. CWA members are also consumers of

broadcast services.

CWA fully supports action by the Commission to establish rulés anihorizing the aperation of
new, low power FM (LPFM) radio stations. Low power radio will enhance demouratic
communications by facilitating a systeny of community-based local radio stations, controfled and
operated by the people in the communities they serve. Low power radio offers exciting potential
to provide workcr. und cominunity-oriented radio broadcasting sewiegs as a counter to the

corporate domination of the public airwaves.

Over the past three years, there bias beer rapid consolidation of radio owngrship in response to
the relaxation of the radio muliiple ownership rules under Section 202(b) of the
Telecommunications Act.of 1996. According to-a Commission staff repen\ between March 1996
and November 1897, the number of owners of commercial radio stations declined by 11.7
percent, primarily due to mergers. In 1997, the top four radio owners in cach Metro market
account for 90 percent of total revenucs, up from 80 percent the year before.! As a result of this

consolidation, radio has transformed from our mnstlocagmedium, substituting national

! In-the Matter of 1998 Bienntat Regulatory Review--Review of the Commission)s Broadcast Ownership
Rules and Other Rules Adopted Pursuani 1o Section 202 of the Telecommaunications Act of 1996, MM Docket No.
98e35,.Mm:\h 13, 1998 (rel), 18-19.
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management for local decision-making, eliminating newscasts, and imposing bland cookie-cutter

program formats,

This consolidation weakens democracy. Without locally owned and programmed outlets, citizens
cannot Jearn about important issues in their communities, and therefore are less able to
participate fully in civic life. Furthermore, concentrated ownership reinforees the economic
barricrs keeping the voice of the less powerful--including workers, minoriqes, and women-~-off

the air.

One result of consolidation and corporatization of radio owncrship in recent years has been
reduced radio coverage of worker issucs. CWA is exciled by the new communications
possibilities that lower power radio would open up for our union, for vur members in their
communities, and for other labor and community groups. We envigion a union local working
with other community groups to establish a low power station directed to the concerns of the
workforce and the surrounding commmumity, giving voice'to‘infonqgtion exchange and

enteriainment that is now absent in the community.

Inthe past, locat stations provided a portal and training ground for workersyn the industry. This
path to good, career jobs is being undermined by consolidation and centralization which has
resulted in job loss for many workers i the industry. Micro-radio offers the possibility of a new

training ground [ur new entranis into the radio industry workforce.
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Today, radio has moved far away fromr the vision of its piomcers as & forcefor democracy. This -
medium, which is so well-suited to provide inexpensive, local programming of diverse voices, is
instead becoming a- medium [or programming developed thousands of mﬁegs away by corporate
owncrs. Low power radio would providc an important counterbalance to today’s commercial

radio system which has abandoned localism.

Therefore, CWA encourages the Commission to move forward expcdiﬁou'sly to write rules to

establish a new system of low .powet,c.omml‘mity-oricnted radio.

Respectfully submitted,

Communications \{Vorkers of America

By
George Kohl AN
Scnior Exceutive Pirector

Dated: July 26, 1999




From: Peter Franck To. Alan Korn Date. 7/26/99 Time: 10:40:.12 PM

SENT BY:CKA 7 7T-26-99 5 14:29 ;  CWA RESEARCH DEPT-*&EI&%S*#?E]D

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that 1 have duly served these comments upon these parties on

July 26, 1999, by depositing copics of same i the United States mail, addressed as follows:

Aphner

Angela Turner

Ms, Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary
Federal Communigations Commission

445 Twelfth Strect, 8.W., Room TW-A325
Was}\ington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Paul Gordon

Federal Co ications Commission
445 Twelfth Streef, S.W., Room 2C223
Wasqington, D.C. 20554

Mr, Bruce Romano

Federal Commumnications Commission
445 Twelfth Streei, S.W.
Wasmnmon, D.C. 20554

Mr. Keith A. Larson

Federal Commmigations Commission
445 T'welfth Streef, S.W.

Wafl"ington, D.C. 20554

Ms. Judy Boley

Federal € weations Cominission
445 ‘I'welfth Street, S.W. Room C-1804
W&sﬁington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Timothy Fain

OMB Desk Officer
725-17th Strect, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20503

Internationa! Transcription Service, Inc.
1231 20™ Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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k6T



From: Peter Franck To. Alan Xern Date. 7/268/99 Time, 10:40:12 PM

SENT BY:CWA ; 7-26-90 7 14:23 7 (WA RESEARCH DEPTF-8002054730

Hqsolution 61A-99-9
‘ Democratic Cl'.‘mmunications

A counterbalance is needed for the current commercial radio system which has entirely
abandoned localism and public service and become merely a money-making machine for Iargg and
distant corporations, There is no reason why thousands, or even tens of thousands of low-power
"micro-radin” stations could not exist in neighborhgods. apartment houses, communmnities and small
towns throughaut the U.S, No reason except the FCC's extremely restrictive policies which favor the
large, wealthy corporation.

The existence of thousands of unlicensed micro-radio stations around the country has shown
that such stations can exist withgut causing imerference to others. The FEC caﬂs-ghase stations
"pirates”. But the rgal "pirates” are those wha have tightly monopolized the public spectrum for their
own profif making purposes, and'wlio have fargely eﬁminated’locarprugranmﬁng;espeeielly local civic
programming of any kind.

99.99% of the American peopte are fegally bammed frony using radio and TV to municate to
their fellow citizens. This situation was greatly aggravated by the Telecommunications Act of 1996,
which allowed for a massive consolidation of radio and TV into the hands of a few wealthy
corporations. Can such a state of affairs be consistent with the First Amendment? Should freedom of
press via broadcasting truly belong to those very few who own a press, or i thiscase,.a government
broadcast licensa?

Taday, radio in the Ynited States has moved away from the vision of ifs piom as a force for
democracy. Owned by a tiny number of huge multinational corporations, the radio Gutlets in this
country seem to have one purpose only, to deliver audience 10 paying advertisers. Thase advertisers
want people to buy, yet they show little, if any, concern with the life and needs of working people.

RESOLVED: That we desperately need a sysfem of worker-oriented, comntunity-based local
radia stations, controlled and operated by the people in the communitieg they serve.

RESOLVED: That CWA urgs the FCC to craft a plarm for attocating: spectf\um space 10
communities which is simple, straightforward and easy to use.

‘P&GQ&P Ly ot Nedioead [ﬂuwvllﬂu, f/l‘f‘}’ﬁ
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Proposed Resolution from the Green Party of Michigan

Resolution in Support of New Licenses for Low Power FM Community Radio

WIIEREAS, the Green Party of Michigan is committed to the principles of free speech guaranteed in the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution; and

WHEREAS, citizens of our community hold the broadcast airwaves to be public property and a public trust; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commisston (FCC) has not made alfordable, Low Power (<100 walts) FM brmdcast frequencies
available for community usc since 1978 when regulatory changes eliminated Class D FM licenses for [0 watts of power; and

WHEREAS, the passage of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 has led to an unprecedented consolidation of broadeast industry ownership,
and a marked decrease in both local and minorily ownership of radio stations and origination of programming; and

WHEREAS. the rights of [ree speech and a free press are thrcatened when access to communications medta is concentrated in the hands of the
few; and

WHEREAS, the FCC is now hearing public comment on a preposal to once again offer simple, alfordable, commercial and non-commercial Low
Power FM broadcast licenses (FCC's MM Docket No. 99-25); and

WHEREAS, commercial and non commercial radio stations operating under such a license could provide a community voice to individuals,
musicians, artists, writers, activists, students, and points of view which are presently economically barred from access to their own above-
mentioned airwaves; and

WHEREAS, issuance of said licenses would constitule a net benefit to the social, cultural, and political life of the State of Michigan and its
citizens, and the U.S ;

Therefore be it Resolved, that the Green Party of Michigan supports the concept of Low Power radio stations, and urges the FCC to fulfill its
mandate as guardian of a public resource, and to enact 2 licensing regulation to grant affordable, simple, commercial and non-commercial
broadeast licenses to citizens of this and other communities in this country;

And be it Further Resolved, that the Green Party of Michigan supports the elforts of those who endeavor to advocate such regulatory change, and
to enrich the life of our diverse community through legally eslablishing commercial and nor-commercial public-access radio outlet:

And be if Finally Resolved, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to FCC Chairman Witliam Kennard, to Michigan Senators Spencer
Abraham and Carl Levin, and the Michigan Congressional Delegation with the request that they support the FCC's proposal to reintroduce Low
Power FM radio broadcasting to our countey.

Pl
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PROOF OF SERVICE

I, DONNA PLANTE, declare as follows:

I am an employee of Berchenko & Korn in San Francisco County, California. I am
over the age of eighteen (18) years and am not a party to the within-entitled action; my
business and employment address is 240 Stockton Street, Third Floor, San Francisco,
California 94108.

On July 30, 1999 I caused to be served a true copy of the following:

SUPPLEMENTAL FILING OF NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD COMMITTEE
ON DEMOCRATIC COMMUNICATIONS

by causing one original and four copies to be sent by Federal Express delivery on the

address as follows:

Magalie Roman Salas

Office of the Secretary

TW-A306

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20054

I declare under penalty of perjury of the law of the State of California that the

foregoing is true and correct. Executed on July 30, 1999 at San Francisco, California.

Al

'‘DONNA PLANT

PROOF OF SERVICE - PAGE 1




