DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL
Before the *‘E?E Elg/

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

m
Washington, D.C. 20554 - Aye
'%%
%%%'“‘

In the Matter of )

)
Federal-State Joint Board on ) CC Docket No. 96-45
Universal Service )

)
U.S. Department of Commerce Letter )
Regarding Schools and Libraries )
Universal Support Mechanism )

REPLY COMMENTS
OF THE

UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

The United States Telephone Association {JSTA) hereby submits its reply
comments in response to the comments filed regarding the Commission’s Public Notice
regarding a letter filed by the Department of Commerce on the schools and libraries
Universal Service support mechanism.! USTA is the principal trade association of the
local exchange carrier (LEC) industry. Its members provide over 95 percent of the
exchange carrier provided access lines in the United States. Included in its membership
are those providers who have been actively involved in the schools and libraries program.

The subject letter from the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) of the Department of Commerce advocates Commission adoption
of an “acceptable use” policy requirement for schools and libraries to receive universal
service support for Internet access and internal connections. At the outset, USTA takes

no position on the establishment of an acceptable use policy. However, USTA addresses
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implementation issues as a condition for universal service funding for the schools and
libraries universal service support mechanism that were raised by the Commission in the
Public Notice and that received comment by a number of parties.

The Commission asked for comment on how it should implement the
establishment of an acceptable use policy as a condition for universal service support
given that funding commitment decision letters (FCDLs) are already being issued to
applicants for the second program year. As stated above, USTA takes no position on the
establishment of an acceptable use policy. However, should the Commission decide to
adopt the NTIA proposal. USTA strongly urges the Commission not to implement this
new criteria during the second program year, but instead, to make it a requirement for the
third program year and beyond.

Given the current timeline for issuing FCDLs, it is already apparent that many
applicants will not actually receive their discounts until several months into the program
year. If the Commission withholds disbursement of funds until a fourth step is
completed, i.e., “require applicants to submit a letter to USAC certifying that an
acceptable use policy has been adopted,” then it will further jeopardize the ability of

service providers to deliver discounts to schools and libraries in a timely fashion.

' DA 99-1212, released June 23, 1999.

* A number of parties submitted comments taking this same position. See Comments of American
Library Association at 1,3; Comments of the National Association of Independent Schools at 2; Comments
of International Society for Technology in Education, Consortium for School Networking, National
{:ducation Association. National School Boards Association, American Association for School
Administrators, American Association of Educational Service Agencies, Rural Challenge, and the National
Rura] Education Association at 3; and Comments of GTE Service Corporation at 3.




Based on the above, USTA urges the Commission to wait until the third program

year to implement any acceptable use policy, if it does so at all.

Respecttully submitted.

UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

Its Attorneys. Lawrence E. Sarjeant
Linda L.. Kent
Keith Townsend
John W, Hunter
Julie Rones

1401 H Street, NW
Suite 600

Washington, DC 20005
(202) 326-7375

August 6. 1999
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U.S. Department of the Interior American Foundation for the Blind
Office of the Secrelary 401 N. Michigan Avenue
Washington, D{C 20240 Suite 308

Chicago, IL 60611

Kweisi Miume Norman D. Rasmussen
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