
THE ACADIANA
APARTMENT ASSOCIATION

Augu.t 1,1'"

•••••g.". Rom.n S.I••
Secret.ry
FecI.ral Communlc.tlon. Commission
44I12t.. St....t, aw, TW·A321
W....lngton, D. C. 20514

R.: Promotion of Competltltv. Networks In Loc.1 T.I.communlc.tlon•••rket., WT Dock.t N9Y/
;'..217; Ampl.m.ntatlon of tb. Loc.1 Competition Provl.lon. In the T.lecommunlc.tlon.Act
of 1"1, CC Docket No••••••

D••r ••• S.I••:

W. writ. In respon.. to the FCC's Notlc. of Propos.d Rul.maklng rel••••d on July 7, 1"',
regarding forc.d .cc••• to building.. W••nclosed .Ix (I) copi.s of tbis lett.r, In .ddltion to
this origin.l. W••re conc.m.d that any .ctlon by the FCC reg.rdlng .cc.ss to prlvat. prop.rty
by larg. numbers of communications comp.nles may Inadv.rt.ntly and unn.c....rlly .dv.rs.ly
aff.ct the conduct of our busln.ss .nd n••dl.s.ly raise addltion.1 I.gal Issu.s. Th.
Commission's public notic. al.o rais.s a numb.r of otb.r issu.s that conc.m us.

Th. Acadian. Ap.rtm.nt Associ.tlon is in t... multihousing Industry .nd re.1 .stat. busln.ss.
W. r.present .pproximat.ly 10 ap.rtm.nt communlti.s .nd th.ir own.rs, with .pproxlm.t.ly
9300 units In th.se communities. AAA works tow.rd the b.tt.rment of the multihouslng industry
and works closely with l.glsl.tiv. issu.s tbat aff.ct th.ir busin.sses.

First and for.most, w. do not b.li.ve the FCC ne.ds to act in this fi.ld b.caus. w. are doing
everything we c.n to satisfy our residents' dem.nds for .ccess to t.lecommunic.tions. In
addition, the FCC's r.qu••t for comm.nts rais.s the following issu.s of particular concem to us:
"nondiscriminatory" access to private property, .xpansion of tb. scop. of existing .asem.nts;
location of tb. d.marcatlon point; .xclusive contracts; and .xpanslon of t"e .xlsting satellit.
dish or "OTARD" rul.s to includ. nonvideo services.

FCC Action is Not Necessaay We are aware of the importance of telecommunications services
to resld.nts, and would not Jeopardize our rent revenue stream by actions that would displease
our resid.nts. We comp.te against many other properties in our market, and w. have a strong
incentive to keep our properti.s up to dat••

"Nondiscriminatory" Access: We must have control over sp.ce occupied by providers, especially
wh.n th.re are multiple provid.rs involv.d. W. must hay. control ov.r who .nt.rs • building
because w. fac. liability for damage to the building, leased premises, and faci~ities~ 00:j-...£O

No. c~ Cop~e. reed
ListABCDE

P. O. Box 53741 • Lafayette, Louisiana 70505 • Phone: 318/989-8001 • Fax: 318/989 9G94



Page 2

providers, and for personal injury to residents and visitors. We are also liable for safety code
violations. Qualifications and reliability of providers are a real issue. What does
"nondiscriminatory" mean? Contract terms vary because each contract is different. A new
company without a track record poses greater risks than an established one.

Scope of Easements: If we had known governments would allow other companies to piggy-back,
we would have negotiated different terms. Expanding rights now would be a taking.

Demarcation Point Current demarcation point rules work fine because they offer flexibility;
there is no need to change them.

Exclusive Contracts They generally work to the benefit of our residents and they give
competitors a chance to establish a foothold in our area.

Expansion of Satellite Dish Rules We are opposed to the existing rules because we do not
believe Congress mean to interfere with our ability to manage our properties. The FCC should
not expand the rules to include data and other services.

We believe no further action on these key issues is needed.

Thank you for your attention to our concerns.

Sincerely,

~~
Chris Thibodeaux
1999 President


