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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW - TW - A325
Washington, D.C. 20554

DOCKET RLE COpy ORIGINAl

579 D'Onofrio Drive Suite 10
Madison, WI 53719-2838

Phone (608) 827-5200
Fax (608) 827-5260

Re: Promotion of Competitive Networks in Local Telecommunications Markets,
WI Docket No. 9.9-217./Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions
in the Teiccommunic.rtions Act of 1996, CC Docket No. 96-98

Dear Ms. Salas:

I am writing in response to the FCC's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking released on
July 7. 1999. regarding forced access to buildings. I have enclosed six (6) copies of this
letter, in addition to the original.

[ believe that, if enacted, the actions proposed by the FCC will effect a taking of my property
without just compensation. Such actions will not only interfere with my business operations
and give my propeliy to large and wealthy telecommunications firms, such actions will
unnecessanh and unfairly hurt my business, place the residents at a competitive disadvantage
for the purch,lse of telecommunications services, and needlessly raise additional legal problems
as a result or Ihls unprecedented government action.

My compan,.1 8: C Management Services, [nc., is in the business of providing rental
multiEllllily homcs in Wisconsin and Illinois. We manage 25 properties.

Issues Raised hv FCC Notice

I am concerned about the proposed rule. It seeks to give a permanent easement to any
telecOmnlLl11ications provider that has an interest in selling services to my tenants without my
consent. II purports to do this in the name of consumer protection, hoping to provide less
expenSI\'c sen Ices to tenants through a system you have called "non-discriminatory access."
I believe this practice is misguided, is unnecessary, and will harm the residents in my properties.
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First, ]et me assure you that my company is doing everything it can to meet our tenants' needs
and demands I'"r access to a wide range of telecommunications services. Ours is an extremely
compellll\ c induslry. We compete with other multifamily properties in every community in
which our pl\)perties are located, In addition to competing on unit size, location and lay-out,
one or Ihe primary arcas of competition is the set of amenities we can provide to our tenants,
One oCthe most important of these is telecommunication services.

In each of my properties, in each market in which we are located, my company studies the
market. analY/cs the best package of telecommunications services available, determines what
our tenants "'lilt and negotiates vigorously with providers of these services, If tenants with
month-to-month or one year tenancies are forced to negotiate directly with national or
international tclccommunications firms, they will be at a decided disadvantage. My company
has the negotiating strength afforded one who represents hundred of tenants. No individual
can strike as good a deal as we can in this collective manner.

Furthermore, oncc a telecommunications firm has entered and wired one of our buildings,
other plm ick'rs may be less interested in incurring the cost to compete. Thus, it is likely that
one or nh)l,' 01' the large firms will obtain an effective monopoly on providing services to our
tenants at" hat will be Car from an am1s-1ength, negotiated rate. We have all seen what has
happcned to cable TV rates where cable TV companies have acquired monopolies in
communities across the country. Is it necessary to create such a system when we already have
the incenti\c Il) negotiate for, and provide the most effective, extensive and competitive set
of sen,ccs in our competitive business?

Imusl note that the proposed rule raises the following additional concerns: it would expand
the scope 01' c\ isting easements; and it may expand the satellite dish rules to include non-video
serVIces.

In summarY, I am \ery much opposed to the proposed rule and urge the FCC to refrain from
issuing it in linal Corm, Thank you for your consideration of my views.

SincerelY,
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