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RE:

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Salas:

Enclosed please find BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.'s ("BellSouth") Response to
the Order dated July 19, 1999 (DA 99-1406) released by the Common Carrier Bureau requesting
certain line count information from non-rural local exchange carriers and holding companies in
regard to the referenced dockets. BellSouth's filing is considered confidential and proprietary
business information, and therefore, no spreadsheets are included in this public version. This
filing is made pursuant to the Protective Order issued by the Common Carrier Bureau in the
above referenced proceedings. I A "Designation of Confidential Information" is attached. •

The Commission has requested line counts for non-rural local exchange carriers as a part
of the second stage of the proceeding to select input values for the Universal Service Model. The
Commission asked for line counts in two formats: line counts based on circuit equivalent
channels and line counts based on facilities. BellSouth has provided line counts in both requested
formats. However, BellSouth fails to understand the usefulness of line counts based on circuit
equivalents in the Commission's model. Such a measure of line counts will result in
inappropriate quantities of facilities being placed and will also result in inappropriate expenses on
a "per line" basis. The result of all this would be an understatement of cost on a per line basis.

Finally, information provided by BellSouth in response to the FCC's request resides with
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. and not with BellSouth Corporation.

Sincerely,

::::!:~4-
Vice President - Federal Regulatory

Enclosure
cc: Sheryl Todd, Accounting Policy Division

International Transcription Service

In the Matter ofFederal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and Forward
Looking Mechanism for High Cost Support for Non-Rural LECs, CC Docket Nos. 96-45
and 97-160, Protective Order, 13 FCC Rcd 13910 (1998).



DESIGNATION OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

I hereby certify that the information designated as confidential in the attached
response(s) to thIs-Data Request is protected by BellSouth Telecommunications,
Inc.(narne of company) as confidential or financial information:

TITLE:

ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE:

FAX:

Vice President - Federal Regulatory

1133 21 51 Street NW, Suite 900

Washington, DC 20036

202-463-4115

202-463-4198
•

On a separate sheet of paper, please list the responses designated confidential, by chart
number and column letter, a statement of the reasons for withholding the information
from the public record, and the facts on which those reasons are based.

Approved by OMB
3060-0902
Expires 01/31/2000
Burden hour per respondent: 112 average.
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BeliSouth requests confidential treatment for all numerical data included in its response
to the FCC's July 19,1999 Order, DA 99-1406 in CC Docket 96-45 and 97-160. The
data in Columns B, C, D, E, and F for Question I and Columns B and C for Question 2
are confidential to BellSouth as set forth below.

Columns B, C, IJ,E, and F for Question I
Columns B and C for Question 2
The attached information provides line counts by class of customer at the wire center
level. Disclosure of this confidential and proprietary information could substantially
harm the competitive position of BellSouth by assisting competitors in analyzing market
opportunities, and in preparing marketing strategies to use in direct competition with
BeliSouth. Additionally, such data is not typically released outside the company or made
public by BellSouth.
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