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Dear Ms. Salas:

Re: CS Docket No. 98-821and MM Docket No. 92-262
NOTICE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATION

On September 29, 1999, undersigned counsel, on behalf of The Wireless
Communications Association International, Inc. ("WCA"), met with Rick Chessen, Legal
Advisor to Commissioner Gloria Tristani, to discuss issues raised in WCA's reply
commen1s in the above-referenced proceeding. Specifically, undersigned counsel
reiterated WCA's concern as to the effects that any liberalization of the Commission's
horizontal ownership rules for cable television systems would have on the ability of
alternative multichannel video programming distributors to obtain full and fair access to
programming. WCA noted that, as previously recognized by the Commission, cable's
control over local distribution, not vertical integration, is the true source of the program
access problem. WCA further argued that to the extent the Commission's horizontal
ownership rules enable the cable MSOs to increase their already substantial control over
local distribution, they further empower the MSOs to dictate whether programmers may
sell their product to competing MVPDs on nondiscriminatory terms and conditions. In
support, WCA cited marketplace evidence indicating that the Commission's concerns
about this problem continue to be more than justified, and that the program access issue
therefore must be given significant weight in any evaluation of whether the Commission
should liberalize its horizontal ownership attribution standards and/or liberalize the
horizontal ownership cap for cable television systems at this time.

Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(2) of the Commission's Rules, an original and one
copy of this notice has been submitted for filing.
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Should there be any questions concernmg this matter, please contact the
undersigned,

Very truly yours,

Robert D, Primosch
Counsel for The Wireless Communications
Association International, Inc,

cc: Rick Chessen
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