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'~ECEIVEL~

OCT 12 1999
1'f'..Jt:AAL COMMUNICATIONS CQMMlSSiv.,

OFACE Of THE SECRETARV

ORIGINAL
flAm qc'l-~S

RECEIVED

JuL 13 IZ 17 PH '99

o-r 'r c 332 Spencer Drive
r Il" : Artih~rseMA 01002,

Tuesday, July 6, 1999

The Hon. William E. Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
425 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Kennard:

It is my understanding that there is a proposal that raises the possibility of licensing
new, low-powered FM stations. Our local Public Radio Station, WFCR, feels that
the creation of such stations might interfere with their broadcasts.

We greatly value our local Public Station. We consider it one of the truly great
assets of our community. We depend upon it for news every morning and every
evening. We often enjoy the classical music that it alone features in the daytime
hours.

I feel it would be a real tragedy if it were interfered with in any way. I hope you
will use your authority to see that this never happens.

Sincerely,
~:.-. ~, j+4 VINJN

Justin J. Hartman

f\!o. of Copies rec'd ", I -J
LlStABCOE ~

--------



19 Cardinal Road

Worcester, Massachusetts 01602-1765

e:c~.. \'J ~J)
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4 oj y\\ ,tjlj

~\)\i 1\\ NASON ARTHUR HURQWITZ

August 27, 1999

The Honorable William E. Kennard
Federal Communicatios Commission
425 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Honorable Kennard:

I am very concerned regarding the low power FM interference that

will be caused to WFCR.

I would trust that you would honor my position !

Respectfully,

NASON ARTHUR HUROWITZ

No. of Copies rec'd_~
Ust ABCDE

.~._-_ .._._-----------

-_.. _----_._--- ----------------------------



OR'(J~ALRECc,vr: ,)
To Williams E. Ken~ar1 4 11 P" '99

Federal communi~Mtl0ns Commission

1919 M Street N.W.

Washington DC 20554

F'X PARTE on LATE FILED

QECEJVED,

OCT 12 1999
CAllOMS CQMMIS51lA

f'1JclW.~1\'IE SECRfTARV

I am writing to you today to address the idea of

bringing localism back to radio. You have the power to

change the current regulations regarding low-power FM

broadcasting. I believe this a necessary step to open the

doors of opportunity to wider variety of voices with no

current outlets. This step will also give the necessary

opportunity to address issues and views significant to the

continued growth and well being of our community.

Supporting our local community radio will also provide

low cost advertising opportunity for local small businesses.

Please take into account these reasons to support low-power

FM radio. I believe that changing the current FCC

regulations in favor of low-power FM radio will strengthen

the bonds that keep communities thriving.

Thank you for your time

No. of Copies rec'd
UstABCDE

--~------



ORIGINAL
Scott '"'inzman 37601 Grantland Livonia, MI 48150-5021

ph. 734-462-2423; Fax 734-432-2624; e-mail: sheinzman@prodigy.net

R£UtlVf!J

Chairman William E. Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street
Washington, DC 20554

JUL 6 3 S5 PM '99
RECEIVED

OCT 12 1999
d:'DElW. COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSiO~
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Dear Mr. Kennard;

I'm writing in support of new services to license new 1000 watt and 100
watt for low power FM (LPFM) stations. I also support a third "microradio"
class for 1-10 watts.

I prefer for LP 100 and 1-10 watt not be held to most radio station
service rules.

I agree with the proposal to not permit LPFM stations to operate as a
translator station retransmitting the programing of full-power stations.

LPFM stations should be allowed to operate commercially to the extent of
covering the costs of operations. In other words, they should be of a non­
profit nature.

Licensees should be limited on the number of stations they can own to one
nationally.

I applaud the FCC for creating new opportunities for community radio.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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To: Chairman William Kennard
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

The Portals A-ECEIV'ED-
445 12th. Street, S.W. i

Washington, D.C. 20554

From: Ward Hodge tfUtlW. COMMUNICAllOMS CQMMIS511N

3959 Peninsular Shores Drive OFRCEOf1'HESECRETARV

Grawn, Michigan 49637-9611
Ph. 616.276.6175 - E-Mail: wdhnorth@juno.com

Dear Sir:

I listened to your AARP legislative commission presentation on C-Span yesterday. You
did a good job_ This helped me to bring the federal proposal for new low-cost radio
stations back into focus. It is of such capital importance that I must follow up my recent
E-Mail letter to you with this additional testimony.

I am told that this proposal is number eight on a recent agenda for commission consider­
ation. What is its progress? When can I apply for one ofthese low-cost, low power
stations to serve rural Ismall town communication needs. This would not be an applica­
tion for a limited liability corporate license. This would be a cooperative venture with the
people who own and operate the station being the same people who OWN AND OPER­
ATE the station. It would be locally owned and locally controlled. I believe this is an
important distinction.While I could pay for the machinery myself, this would not be the
way to go. More local cooperatives will be a step in the right direction ifwe want to
continue to protect and improve our people's quality oflife.

I remember your testimony before the AARP. I may not be as optimistic as you were
before the AARP regarding the long term value of competition, as it is practiced today.
The problem here is the fact that our big corporations today are in it for the long haul-- to
maximize profits and stockholder dividends. However people in our Government who
participate in corporate policy making are not in it for the long haul. They are often there
with short term interests--from election to election and this paints an entirely different
picture for our future. The mergers that you mentioned do not speak well for competition.
They are more likely to promote a monopoly, sometime in the future, which causes me
much concern.

Hopefully, I am not digressing from the main point of this letter and one of the points
which you made in your AARP talk. If citizens are not served well, then our government
is not doing its job. If wisely administered, the introduction ofa new wave of small locally
owned radio stations can only help to promote an improvement in the daily lives of all of
our citizens.
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Will you please place my name on your mailing list and keep me informed about the pro­
gress made toward this excellent idea of licensing small low power radio broadcast
services in America. They l)can be energy efficient, 2)will use limited resources, 3) will
promote pride in local communities, 4) will establish a sound economic base for local
producers and consumers, and 5) will promote a new interest in citizen responsibility at
all levels of our government. Who can be against this?

16ad~
cc: President William J. Clinton, Whitehouse, Washington, D.C.

FCC Commissioner Susan Ness
FCC Commissioner Harold Furchtgott-Roth

FCC Commissioner Michael Powell
FCC Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Tom Ness, Michigan Music is World Class Campaign, Ferndale, Michigan 48220
Americans For Radio Diversity, 2355 Fairview Ave., # 156, Roseville, Mn 55113
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William Kennard
1919 M S1. N.W.
Washington D.C 20504

Dear Sir:
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This letter is written in support of Low- Power FM radio. This fonn of community radio
provides a forum for diversity in the community and broadens the arena for political,
social, and entertainment programming. Low-Power FM radio also provides a low cost
alternative for small business advertising. Not only will free airwaves create new
broadcast ownership opportunities it will address unmet needs for community-oriented
radio broadcasting. As a significant and visible member of our community we please
ask for your support of Low-Power FM radio.

Thank you for Your Sl.J~ort,
(------'\

.....-... .
~
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Chairman William Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554
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Re: Notice of Proposed Rule Maki~g for LPFM

Dear Chairman:

I am concerned about the rule making. I come from the perspective
of a nearly extinct specie, the local broadcaster. We are a non­
profit community involved broadcaster. We have an AM/FM combo in
Tucson. Deregulation has created mammoth broadcast groups. These
groups have successfully gobbled up the local broadcasters. The
diversity has dwindled. Local broadcasters, like us, are dinosaurs.
The minority preferences that hoped to create a diverse broadcast
community has not worked. In Tucson I know of two incidences of
abuse that I believe was common during this preference period. In
one case an African American applied for several frequencies and
won them in comparative hearings. He then sold these stations at a
substantial profit. I am happy that he profited from his
entrepreneurial abilities, but, that did not fulfill the intent of
the FCC to create a diverse broadcast community sensitive to
minori ty issues. In another circumstance a female group
representing an ehtnic mix won a station in a comparative process
under the premiss of providing programming for women. When it came
on the air it was classic rock. Hardly a format for women. They had
an agreement with one of the mammoth broadcast groups and sold the
station after one year of pseudo control. These anecdotal examples
are by no means isolated. Therefore I propose the following
suggestions for the rule making:

1. No transfer of control allowed. If the license holder cannot
continue they must give the license back to the FCC.

2. Stations must have locally originated programming.

3. Licensees must be operators of the station.

(520) 790-2440

GOOD
NEWS

3222 S. Richey Avenue· Thcson, Arizona 85713

No. of Copies rec'd
UstABCDE

Fax \520) 790-2937

-._-_.._.....__._----_..._--------------------------------



I believe this will help to meet the intent of the commission to
provide programming that is diverse and opportunities to those
other that the large broadcast conglomerates.

SiZ7~

Douglas Martin
President/GM
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The Honorable William~t,.I~~,
Commissioner Gloria Trislhl:'" o~ ,~~
Commissioner Michael Powell \'l '\." \
Commissioner Susan Ness 1\\ \1.-

Commissioner Harold Furc~tt~oth .,\~,.v.':'l.
Federal Communications Commission . .
The Portals 455 Twelfth Street S.W. .\YAshifigton, DC 20554
MM Docket No. 99-25 \.' .

Regarding The Creation of Low Power PM Licenses: RM-9242, RM-9208

To:

Dear Honorable Chairman Kennard,

I am writing to commend you and the Federal Communications Commission for taking action on an issue of great
importance to me- ending the 21-year ban on community access to the airwaves. I have become increasingly
concerned about the growing concentration of the media in our country and are pleased that the Commission is
responding to public outcry to increase opportunities for local communities to use our radio airwaves.
One of the fundamental tenets of our democracy is to ensure that diverse interests have opportunities to express
themselves, not merely to be the recipients of what a handful of other people tell them. It is a nonnegotiable
component of our right to a free press and free speech.
Radio is perhaps the most qualified of any media outlet to provide community access. It is a relatively inexpensive
medium to produce and is well-suited to cover community issues and local culture. Unfortunately, over the past
three years the U.S. radio broadcasting industry has experienced an unprecedented wave of consolidation and
mergers. As a result, the electronic medium best suited to inexpensive, local programming has become arguably
the most regimented and centralized of our major media. Even a multimillionaire would have trouble entering the
radio broadcasting industry today, because economies of scale (permitted by deregulation) demand that a firm own
numerous stations in several markets to be even remotely competitive. As for the person of average means, their
lot is limited to being a passive consumer of an increasingly monopolistic industry that has less and less
ompetitive pressure to heed the diverse, local needs of listeners. And, for poor people and others who are

considered unimportant to the advertising community, radio increasingly has little to offer. Again, the great
tragedy of this situation is that radio is the ideal medium to provide an accessible local service for democratic
communications of interest and value to the entire population.
Awarding licenses for new low power PM radio stations would empower local communities with a new public
forum to express its many voices, cultures, ideas, and needs. Low power radio stations would create much
needed public fora for a variety of groups - including community activists, youth, ethnic and linguistic minorities,
the religious community, local artists and cultural associations - and provide a forum for dialogue and debate about
important local and public interest issues. These kinds of stations would strengthen community identity in urban
neighborhoods, rural towns and other communities which are currently too small to win attention from
"mainstream", profit-driven me--l'a.
The strong interest in independent radio stations shows that the creation of low power radio service would have
wide public support. The tremendous demand for microradio is demonstrated by the emergence of a national Free
Radio Movement, widespread civil disobedience, constitutional challenges of the Commission's aggressively
enforced 2I-year ban, as well as the proliferation of unlicensed community radio stations supported by local
government, whose operators broadcast at the risk of financial losses, seizure of property, arrest, and in some
cases, imprisonment.
In addition, the Commission has stated that in the last year alone, 13,000 people inquired regarding the possibility
of obtaining a license for low power broadcasting in their communities. In support with the efforts of the Denver
Radio Coalition, I urge you to legalize microradio in order to benefit non-commercial community groups whose
interest in microradio is to communicate, to educate, and to inform, not to make money. I am confident you agree
that broad citizen access to information and culture is at the heart ofa democratic society.
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This letter is in support of Low-Power FM radio - community radio. This is a great opportunity
for local small buisness. Advertising is important to small buisness and this is a way to provide
it at a low cost.

Local neighborhood events and activities could also be advertised at a low cost. This being
important for people living in certain areas. Also important is community radio can give specific
political, social and entertainment programming for certain small areas. This also allows easy
access for community participation on areas of interest or concern.
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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 121tl Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Chairman:
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Please let me express my concerns about "micorradio." (MM Docket No. 99-25)
f believe that "tow power FM" will be a huge detriment to our business. I don't believe that the subject
has been properly researched, and it makes no sense to me to add a huge number of additional
"micorradio" signals when there are still many AM and FM licenses that are available for application.

Simply put, the Commission's approval of "microradio" is nothing more than legalizing "pirate radio."
Many stations will be moving soon to digital broadcasting, but "microradio" stands to severely inhibit the
ability of digital signals to reach listeners without interference. I see absolutely no benefit for the public,
and certainly not for the radio industry as a whole, from low power FM.

Mr. Chairman, I fervently hope that you and your fellow commissioners will reconsider your current
stance on low-power FM, and put the matter on hold until all of the ramifications can be examined and
dealt with in an unhurried manner. You owe that to legitimate broadcasters, you owe that to the public.

7 you for)""" time and attention

~ /'~ ..=e
cra~~
General Manager
KGYNRadio
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This is a support letter for those trying to make legal low-power FM radio stations. The whole
idea makes sense as it would provide community leaders an opportunity to express their beliefs
and ideas to the community that they are involved with.

To Whom it May Concern:

It would also give small businesses a less expensive form of advertising and cater to their
specific community.

Lastly, local musicians would have the opportunity to have their music be heard without having
to wait for a major recording label to sign them and promote them.

Please consider this favorably when it comes time to make a decision. Thank you for your
support.

Sincerely,

Stacie Glass

~o. of Copies roc'd ~+- J
lJSt ABCDE-l.L!-I--

. __._--_.._ _--------------------



THE =-_ =-=- _=== :;;=_==:::;~ ==
I:Jfti:i:&.1:.
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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

I strongly oppose the move to add any more frequencies to the airwaves for
concept of "Low-Power FM" the following reasons:

1. The FCC proposes to relax interference protection contours that are two and three
frequencies away from any chosen frequency in order to permit the addition of the new
Low Power FM frequencies into the spectrum. The elimination of these interference
protection contours will possibly destroy the integrity of the FM broadcast band as we
know it today. The interference caused by these additional stations will be substantial, and
may preclude America's broadcasters from being able to move into the digital age with
digital FM broadcasting in the future.

2. In the proposed rulemaking, very few, if any, additional frequencies can be allocated to
the major cities of the United States. If it is intended to provide more frequencies to the
very large cities and therefore provide the opportunity for on-air diversity, there cannot be
additional frequencies allocated, under any circumstance. Therefore, the proposed
Low-Power FM stations have to be located in cities and towns other than the largest;
cities such as Lawton, OK; which already provides diversity in programming and
ownership of the stations. Two radio stations in Lawton are owned by an
African-American and the radio station from which I am writing serves the Hispanic
community with a Sunday program of all Spanish language programming.

3. The FCC is strained now to enforce the rules and regulations for the existing Radio and
Television stations. There is NO way for the FCC with the current manpower, funding
and field offices to: allocate, oversee construction, and most importantly police thousands

Ci·
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of new FM radio stations in the country. The proposed rulemaking only offers the
frequencies to persons that have NO broadcast ownership and many that may apply will
have no knowledge ofhow to properly construct and operate a Broadcast station. This
could be a technical disaster.

4. Roy Stewart, Chief of the Mass Media Bureau, The Federal Communications
Commission, said the release of additional frequencies in the early 1980's in the famous
docket 80-90 was the biggest mistake the FCC had ever made. The recent consolidation
in the industry is the final response to the proliferation of the allocation of the thousands of
additional frequencies to the United States. The consolidation was inevitable with the
economic pressure placed upon the radio stations to remain viable, or even to exist.

Also, in the rulemaking proposal I do not understand how the proposed ownership limits
for low-power stations, or the Commission's desire to license a certain favored group, can
be reconciled with the Telecommunications Act of 1996 or the Balanced Budget Act of
1997.

I strongly urge you and your fellow commissioners to stop this action on Low-Power FM.

Cordially,

William R. Fritsch, Jr.
Licensee and General Manager KBZQ-FM Radio Station

........-._-- ..__._--_..,,'-----------------------



l'BJaW.. COMMUNICATIONS COMMJ&jllJ>.,
OFFICE Of 1HE SECRETARY

Douglas F. Sterne

Vice President/General Manager
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February 26, 1999

The Honorable William E. Kennard
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Mr. Chainnan:
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It is with much concern that I write to you regarding the Federal Communications
Commission decision to support an agenda to establish hundreds, possibly thousands, of
new licenses for low-power radio stations. I do not believe that the Federal
Communications Commission should proceed with this matter without first presenting to
Congress a detailed explanation and justification in support of this initiative. The
ramifications of this undertaking, economically and budgetary, are potentially staggering.

I am requesting that you prepare and present a full presentation to the Subcommittee on
Telecommunications, Trade and Consumer Protection, so that concerns can be answered
and addressed. In the meantime I request that you take no further actions on this agenda.
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Chairman William Kennard
FCC, The Portals
445 12th. St. SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:
I am a woman, a licensee of the above stations, and we employ 95%

minority employees. My husband and I have been in the industry some 40 years.

LP radio has gotten much press here because of the operation of 2 prolific pirate~?

My husband and I have fielded some interesting questions from people who
seem to want to apply for LPFM if it becomes available.

These have been troubling questions: " Can I editorialize as I see things? "..... " Can I
play the lllllsic I like without paving royalties to ASC& etc?"... " Since your EM doesn't
have much power can I tap into it and put it on the air in Burnet, Texas?"

We fear LPFM will spawn a variety of operators whose lack ofexperience will bring more
troubling, hard-to-regulate problems than just 'interference'.

How do you regulate despots, narrow minded 'wannabe' opinion makers and just plain
counter-productive, agenda-oriented citizens searching for empowerment for their own
self-interest? Many of these 'would-be' operators currently plague radio station talk shows,
imagine the content if they were permitted their own local station.

These type citizens may only operate in a couple of square miles, but the consequences of
spreading their doctrine to several thousand homes may strain the First amendment.

Most probably the letters you are receiving concern themselves with technical problems. I
urge you to take some time to examine the programming concerns that may arise from LPFM

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

~~~~~~ \rv..c~~
Glo~ Burdette McGregor
CEO, Yellow Rose Communications, Inc. No. of Copies rec'd--O±:i
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Commissioner William E. Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20554 1011 AN '99
Dear Commissioner Kennard, OFF/CE OF l" ,_

It has come to my attention that the FCC is proposi~~~£~~~g low
power community FM stations and I am writing in support of this
proposition. I think it is the right time to be focusing on our
local communities and empowering them to come together and shape their
futures. Providing a medium for which to do this only makes sense. I
hope the FCC will seriously consider legalizing what would in effect
become community radio.

I am sincerely,
Paul Kane tRECEIVED,

OCT 12 1999
I"l:lJdIAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMI:»tU..

OFFICE OF lliE SECRETARY
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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 121h Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:
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I am writing regarding the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking relating to low-power FM

broadcasting that is currently under consideration by the FCC.

I have been contacted by many broadcasters throughout my district and state who have
raised serious concerns with the effect this rule would have on second- and third-channel
interference protections in major markets. They have also expressed their reservations on the
implications ofthis rule for the transition to digital audio broadcasting. As the FCC considers the
future of this proposed rule, I appreciate your careful consideration of these concerns.

If you have any questions or ifJ can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact
me or Paul Yanosy of my staff at: 202225-6030. In advance, thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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May 29, 1999

Chairman Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard,
Thank you for considering opening more of the spectrum to low-power FM

stations. Here are my opinions on licensing low power FM's (currently "Pirates"). I hope
that there will be many small, non-commercial stations as a result of whatever decision
you make. Ideally, I hope that changes to the law would result in local-interest stations
that broadcast material that is not considered commercially viable, or is otherwise not
available through the existing formats. I would hope that there is spectrum space for
many near-hObbyist stations that do not require a great deal of money to operate.

I understand that the current proposal provides for a number of new 1ODD-watt
stations, which may be available as commercial stations, and a much larger number of
10-100 watt stations. If these stations are allowed to be commercial, I hope that they will
be restricted to single-station owners. I would hate to see more of the spectrum in the
hands of large, multi-station conglomerates.

Thank you for opening this matter to consideration.

Sincer~ly,

/.' ~"".'-/
/ .. 1/, / /.'1/.t·"C;~.. 7 /\v , .,/ /,- L/

;Joe Harrl~~ ./
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William E. Kennard, Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street,N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

March 8,1999

Dear Mr. Kennard:

I am writing to support the proposal to localize FM Radio to low-powerl00 and 1000 watts
stations.

It seems that we, as a public, are grounded in our community life while being depersonalized
by mega communication monopolization. Community issues ranging from gang conflicts, public
sponsored sevices, recreation, education, emergencies, health issues,transportation need a voice that
may speak for,by and to them. Please hear my voice and consider voting for this "deregulated"
alternative to the mega commercial music, news, editorials and sales. Thank you very much.

~~nCerelY.' .. )
r:~J C~ .. '
'@_( [,~ 'KJ2l.6-,v--cr!.j~_-Jj

Dr. Carl E.Hollander, M.A., Ed.D., T.E.P.
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William E. Kennard
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Kennard:
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Please add my finn to the list of enterprises interested in operating a low-powered
FM station in Menlo Park, CA. There are a variety of community and commercial
applications I have in mind which would be consistent with the Commission's strategy to
open up the airwaves to small territory broadcasters.

In that regard, would you be kind enough to have one ofyour staff members
provide me an application when they become available?

Yours sincerely,

fZIC~Ji ~ . ltv",(;" iJ ~~W11.~

Richard G. Stevens

RGS:db
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I('() OCT 1 2 1999The Honorable William E. Kennard
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
425 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir:
After reading a letter from the General Manager of my local public radio station,

WFCR, I felt compelled to write to you.
I am opposed to the recent low power FM proposal which the FCC is considering.

I would rather be able to hear one or two stations clearly than not to be able to hear
anything at all because the stations are so close together. Not all of my radios have a
quartz-lock mechanism. This would make all of my analog-tuning radios operate poorly
and would dampen my listening enjoyment if I had to constantly listen to station fade /
tuning anomalies. This condition would be unacceptable whether it affected the
commercial band and / or the public band.

I enjoy listening to alternative thought, but I believe that there are other more
acceptable venues (such asthe Internet, local newspaper, etc) for Americans to express
themselves, without muddying up an arena (radio) which is already densely populated.
Perhaps the radio dial is not as densely populated across the entire nation, which would
obviate my concerns, but seeing as I am blessed to live in the Northeast, my radio dial is
full. Adding more stations where they are already densely concentrated would negatively
affect my ability to physically choose one station over another, given the sophistication of
my equipment.

I do not envy your position, it must be difficult to try to please everyone --­
protecting freedom of speech, while maintaining a high standard ofdecency and quality
over the airwaves. Low power FM may improve freedom of speech slightly, which I
treasure, but at what cost? If it makes existing radio stations untuneable; that impinges
upon freedom of speech, rather than enhancing it.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely yours,

M21r~
Thursday, July 08, 1999

No. of Copies rec'd-m
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News from
Our Nation's Capitol

_Low Power FM Propos~

ew FCC proposal which may initially
appear attractive demands our scrutiny and our
action. This fall the FCC could license hun­
dreds oflow cost, low power "microstations."
The 1\lew York Times Magazine (April 11, 1999)
envisioned that "For around $1,000, amateur
D.J. 's could charge the aif\vaves, creating a mass
medium whose diversity rivals the Internet's­
w'ith treasures found at the press of a seek
button." Commercial broadcasters may push
the FCC to confine micro-broadcasting to the
noncommercial band, where it could affect
public radio stations. Initial studies of the effect
of these low power FM stations on existing
radio stations indicate that they could disrupt
or impair service. In addition, some of the pro­
posed classes ofJow power FM stations could
supplant the translator services that spread the
signals ofmany public radio stations. The FCC
has extended the comment period on this issue
but expects to decide this matter later this year.
National Public Radio and public radio stations
are contesting the proposal, and the concerns
of individual listeners will strengthen our
argument. Please let the FCC and your elected
representatives in Congress know that you are
concerned about potential interference that low
power FM may cause WFCR. Address your
letters to The Honorable William E. Kennard,
Chairman, Federal Communications
Commission, 425 12th Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20554. WFCR's strategic
plan caHs[or WFCR to ~ork with the
community by providing it access to new
technology. It is our belief that this is the way
to provide more programming diversity.

VoI.8/No.6 July/August 1999
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The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

OFf

VI·

9q- 2.J'j

I am writing to express my concerns for the Notice ofProposed Rulemaking that
the FCC has begun on the issue of low-power FM.

The FCC is charged with the enormous task ofmaintaining our broadcast and
other services an interference free environment. By adding these new low-power
stations, it seems to me that the Commission is compromising its task ofprotecting
against interference.

In addition, I see no forethought whatsoever concerning the planned transition to
digital audio broadcasting. Local stations in the future will hopefully add a digital signal
on top of their analog signal, using the same band and channel. This will provide
improved clarity and service to the public. Unfortunately, the addition of the new low­
power stations could possibly impair the ability of the digital signals to reach the public
unimpeded.

Morever, although I understand that many have an interest in becoming
broadcasters, currently there are still AM and FM licences available for application.
Even as the Commission plans to jump ahead into low-power FM, some ofthese
applications are pending.

Many American listeners depend on their local radio stations for local news,
weather, emergency announcements, and other programming. Access to this
programming is being put into jeopardy by implementing the new, untested, and
technically unfeasible low-power FM.

RECEIVED

OCT 12 1999
lZ;/·/ / /
"17~~/~~

(Michael Halloran
President
Halloran Broadcasting Co.
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WILLIAM E. DUNNING
1010 SAN LORENZO DRIVE

SANTA FE. NM 87505-5228 USA
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Still Another Open Letter ~f.\JEffMJ~~3nto3a~5 ~>rI§9

OCT 12 1999Hon. William Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission

Dear Chairman Kennard:

You must be as dismayed as I am to see comments on LPFM degenerating into a fight between the "haves"
and the "have-nots."

Technical surveys to prove how few new stations could exist clearly show that a good many can. The
interference issue is largely a straw-man argument. Current station owners fear that any new stations will
compete by doing what they themselves are doing: giving the listening public more ofthe same. My friend
Richard S. Towne (KUNM-FM, Albuquerque, NM) recently decried the pointlessness of dozens of
satellite-delivery LPFM stations in his coverage area (RW, June 23). He's right; carbon-eopy LPFM
outlets would serve no public-interest purpose whatsoever. Neither do carbon-eopy commercial high-power
satellite-delivery stations - except as cash cows for absentee owners.

~WEDUNNING@EARTHLlNK.NET

~o. of Copies rec'r:tP 'U
m(505) 471-18'11t ABCDE

LPFM won't be that. And it shouldn't be. The point of LPFM is to provide a place for "little guys" to say
what they like, musically, culturally, and artistically as well as politically. The Dunifers, Strawcutters and
Kobres who felt they had to go on the air with so-called "pirate" stations weren't out to make money or re­
feed a satellite. Like Ben Franklin, Tom Paine and Crispus Attucks 225 years ago, they were desperately
hungry for freedom of speech. That is LPFM's value in the public interest.

A few simple rules can make LPFM a true "local people's FM" service. [1] No multiple-station ownership
in this service, including no ownership by licensees of full-power stations. Individual churches, for
example, though of the same denomination, would be separate entities. Members of non-profit licensee
organizations could themselves own a non-associated station. Sale of a license should be proscribed, just as
in the amateur service. [2] Limited commercial activity would let LPFM not be just a rich person's hobby.
On the other hand, it should be a license to express opinion, not to coin money. Rules should, like IRS,
require no profit to owners, or they could limit commercial time. [3] Programming should be locally
produced., for most or all of the station's air day. Teclmology now permits computer-controlled. CD's, so

any station can economically generate its own programming mix. Rules should encourage local live
entertainment, whether garage bands or string quartets. Let's be honest: deregulation did not generate more
competition in radio; it concentrated ownership, control, profits and too often, programs. It created a
problem. Short of reversing the consolidations that took place, iow=power radio may be the only way to
prevent those pesky Paul-Revere pirates who still believe in the American dream.

Practical power and antenna-height restrictions mean LPFM will always be "little-league radio" compared
to the larger stations, both NAB and NPR, who seem so jealous of anyone else getting on the air. That's
fine. Talent and ability, developed at a lO-watter, will move up as large stations see the profit in giving able
people a wider audience. Rep. Tausin's alleged fear of skinheads on the air suggests he and the NAB don't
trust the American people. We can. LPFM stations will try new ideas. Most will fail. But the best will
succeed, and radio will be richer (both culturally and financially!) as the result ofa thoughtful d

considered FCC decision decriminalizingC6~r vJ-:s'. IAJI,~-----..,

William E. Dunning
Santa Fe, N.M.



Suggested Editor's Note for Radio World ...

William Dunning recently marked 50 years in radio, as announcer, manager, chief engineer,
program and music director, teacher, and now as a consultant. He plans to continue following the
LPFM story with a eye to bringing out the best in broadcasting, he says, and believes the future is
bright, as it always has been.
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Federal Communications Commission
Attention- Harold W. Furchtgott-Roth
1919 Main Street N" W.
Wasington, D" c., 20554

May 24th. 1999

Dear Mr. Furchtgott-Roth,

I am writing this letter to ask for your help and support in bringing community radio to
Colorado. The FCC is in the process of lifting the tarriff on local low-powered FM
broadcasting. I urge you to consider the many ways all communities can benefit from
this change in federal media regulations:

• First, it can give people ofall ages new ways ofexpressing themselves in their part of
town. Not just as a forum for news and information, but also a forum for other audio
arts including and not limited to; music,sound creations. audio theater, live broadcast
from local sports events, and much more.

• Next, with more opportunity to take part in the earlies and greatest forum ofmedia
expression, it would create a market for advertisers of anything and everything you
can think of. This would not only benefit local low-powered radio station owners, it
will benefit all advertiser local and national.

• Lastly, radio as it is is disappearing, being swalloed up by bigger and bigger
corporations and communications companies. With your support and thatt of those
around you, you can free the airwaves for any of the reasons I have mentioned. The
ball is in your hands, I am confident that you realize how Colorod's communities can
be strengthened by are alliance in support ofFM low-powered community radio.

I also wish to help in support of this issue in any way possible. You are welcomed to
contact me ifI can help in the realization ofthis goal.

Qn. "-l--" ~sincerelY,

~toreL.~~
No. of Copies rec'd l) +- I
ListABCDE ~
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The Honorable Gloria Tristani
FCC Commissioner
The Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 Twelfth Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: MM Docket No. 99-25
RM-9208
RM-9242

Dear Commissioner:

June 25, 1999

REceiVED
OCT 12 1999

~fOfIW.. COMMlJNlcATIONS COMMISSIoN
I}fFf(;E Of 1HE SECIlETARV

I have been a broadcaster for twenty-five years and currently hold the position of
Executive Vice President ofForever Broadcasting. Prior to joining Forever, I was one of
the two owners ofWCMB-AM and WIMX-FM radio in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. My
years ofexperience have taught me that broadcasting, as I always tell women entering the
business, is one ofthe most equal opportunity industries in the country. Individuals are
judged on performance, whether it is on the talent, sales or management side ofthe desk.

My career began as a receptionist, then assistant to the general manager, copywriter, on­
air production talent, sales assistant, salesperson, then into management. I was a sales
manager at age thirty, not because I was a woman, but because ofmy individual skills
and desire to succeed. My ownership opportunity arose five years later when I became
an equal partner with my male general manager at the time. My career has been and
continues to be rewarding and challenging beyond all my expectations. In talking with
other female broadcasters, we share the same opinion concerning the proposed low power
service. It is insuhing that after all these years ofstudy, work and self-drive that the FCC
intends to reward licenses to certain groups based solely on their sex, ethnicity and/or
religious interests. These groups may have the desire to operate radio stations, but
without licensees having broadcasting experience, the economic viability of low power
stations is certainly questionable as well!

The issue before you and your colleagues is one ofcritical importance to commercial
broadcasters, large and small market alike. Professional broadcasters make serious
commitments to their communities. Commitments that are not necessarily regulated by
the government, but rather, dictated by the local needs ofthe community. A L ,

No. of Copiesrec'd~
List ABCDE

109 Plaza Drive· Suite 2· Johnstown, PA 15905. (814) 255-4186. Fax: (814) 255-6145



WKYElWJACIWSGYIWVSC in Johnstown/Somerset, Pennsylvania are the stations I
currently manage on a day to day basis. Our contnbution over the past two years totals
over $250,000 in free air time to well over 100 different non-profit, minority or women's
organizations. We also make a concerted effort to publicize all job openings to minority
and women's groups, attend job fairs, and brainstorm other effective ways ofattracting
qualified individuals. We do all of this while trying to provide good wages and benefits
to our employees, keep our advertisers successful in a very competitive media
environment and pay the bank!

Radio broadcasters have always had tremendous levels ofcompetition for the advertising
dollar. Now the Internet is shooting up the list ofmedia choices and we must creatively
combat yet another serious competitor. Rather than looking at the micro-radio bilf
strictly as a competitive issue, which it certainly will be, either for listening shares or
advertising dollars, I v.ish to address the diversity of programming issue. We had the
pleasure ofhearing the Honorable Roy Stewart address the Pennsylvania Association of
Broadcasters last month in Philadelphia. He had asked ifwe felt that women in
ownership and management positions had a direct relationship on the type of
programming material made available to the listening public. Our answer was
categorically "NO". As I relayed earlier in this letter, outside ofthe music, the public
affairs programming and news content is "dictated" by the needs and requests ofour
individual communities. Yes, certainly any manager may have a special organization that
is near to his/her heart and perhaps because of this, the on-air effort may be more
passionate. For instance, a close family member ofmine passed away from heart disease.
When the American Heart Association calls, I naturally want to help them. As a woman
manager, I am also very aware oforganizations helping women advance in their careers,
those battling domestic violence and promoting positive child care issues. We do our
best to serve them. Our male managers are no less concerned about these organizations
and issues that are so important in their particular markets.

I am not a minority, nor am I ofanyone ethnic heritage, yet my AM radio station has 8
hours ofPolka programming each weekend. This programming decision is a direct result
ofthe demands ofour listeners and is appreciated greatly by that segment ofour
community. In Utica, NY, our station has not only a Polish program, but also an Italian
hour, representing that particular community's preferences. Why add more niche
programming and destroy the integrity of the spectrum by catering to groups, who in
most communities, are being served quite acceptably? By adding a low power service,
the FCC would have to drastically alter the existing interference protection standards.
This will most defmitely result in increased interference to existing broadcaster's signals
and a loss of service to listeners!

In closing, I would like to note that our company is not one ofthe mega-groups that seem
to be making the headlines each day. We consist offour stockholders. Our president is a
woman! We own and operate twenty-seven radio stations, all in markets 150 and under.
Ofour thirty-five managers in the programming, sales and business departments, we have
eighteen women. Each ofthese individuals was hired and/or promoted based on their

2



knowledge, experience and skills, not because oftheir sex or ethnic backgrounds. We
hope to find many more of these qualified people for our company.

I sincerely thank you for your time.

Christine HI ard
Executive Vice President
Forever Broadcasting

Cc: The Honorable Roy Stewart,./

3



Chairman William E. Kennard
Federal communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20558
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Greetings and salutations from the folks out here at Free Radio Awltfif~flFM~~la~;Q(\~QWlbelatest
micro-powered community FM station on the air. We understand that you guys over there at the PCC are
working really hard on revising your licensing standards to now, finally, include micro-powered FM
stations broadcasting at under 100 Watts. That sounds great! But, of course, it will be interesting to see
how you make enough channels available to community radio LPPM stations without giving up the servile
attitude that has allowed corporations to create commercial monopolies on our public airwaves. And with
your cooperation, in spite of anti-trust laws, and in violation of your own mission statement, "to protect the
public interest!"

Maybe this all should go to Congressional hearings to find out whose side the FCC is on -- the citizens'
or the corporations'?

In the meantime, we have a serious issue on our hands in getting citizens -- without broadcasting
degrees or a lot of money -- access to the public forum of the airwaves. Unlike Old Man "Billy the Kid"
Hicks down here in Austin, who stole the PM frequency 105.9 from our neighbor station, the Hays County
Guardian's MicroKind Radio San Marcos, the rest of us don't have barrels of money to use to exercise our
First Amendment rights. There is an urgent need and necessity to open public dialogue on issues of the
day (like them folks down there in San Marcos have) -- including political reform, the environment, music,
the economy, the drug war and international issues oflocal concern. So we, as citizens of Austin, have
mounted our electronic soapbox to open a public forum that has hereto been unavailable to the common
citizen.

While there exists a plethora or two of PM stations in Austin, they are nearly all commercial, formula,
market-directed, payola-motivated stations. They do not hold up to the muster of Constitutional inspection
as a public forum. The only possible exception might be KOOP radio (which preferentially gives access to
non-profit groups, not citizens per se), but in their case you split their license with a college radio station!
Y'all never once offered KOOP the 105.9 PM frequency that you sold to a station connected to Old Man
"Billy the Kid" Hicks. Isn't this all starting to sound a little odd? Y'all ain't in cahoots with Hicks and a
few other corporations now, are ya'?

Anyway, our station will provide views, political speech, music, and public discourse on issues of the
day -- local, national, and international -- to our local community, which has a difficult time finding their
way onto commercial and so-called public broadcast stations.

We would prefer y'all to exempt Low Power FM (LPPM) stations broadcasting under 100 Watts from
licensing, under the condition that stations broadcast on the PM band and do not interfere with other
licensed broadcasters or other radio transmissions. This would free both the FCC and all of the currently
unlicensed LPPM stations from the intense financial, bureaucratic, and legal burden that has already
accumulated because of these unresolved issues. It will continue to accumulate when y'all decide to license
us.

At this time we request that you start our license process, so please send us all the necessary material
and forms to fill out. In the meantime, please issue us one of those waivers, like y'all did in the case of
MicroKind Radio San Marcos. In any case, we expect the same due process that you have granted them
and we wait in anticipation of our license and waiver.

Yours in Free Speech, .- /A _ ./_
'':?-bk&/- f1k- N t4k7~"?cX:[P-

.•~.~,

.~ ~ --~/;" -./

FreeRadioAustin.
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The Honorable William E. Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C, 20554

Dear Mr. Kennard:

At their regular meeting of June 7, 1999, the Farmington City Council adopted a
resolution urging the Federal Communications Commission to restore and approve low
power FM radio broadcasting, and join the Michigan Senate (SR 234) and the Michigan
House of Representatives (HR 379) in the request.

Sincerely,

/':J
Jl~ t. 0~,-~~~/1~
Patsy ~antrell
City Clerk/Treasurer

PKC/jls
Enclosure
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CITY OF FARMINGTON

RESOLUTION NO. 06-99-158

Motion by McShane, seconded by Hartsock, to adopt the following resolution:

WHEREAS, in 1978 the Federal Communications Commission stopped licensing
low power radio stations.

WHEREAS, a national movement has emerged for these low power radio
stations and, as a result, Petition RM 9242 is currently pending before the F.C.C.

IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF FARMINGTON that the Farmington
Oity Council urges the F.C.C. to restore and approve low power FM radio broadcasting,
and joins the Michigan Senate (SR 234) and the Michigan House of Representatives
(HR 379) in this request.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

PATSY K. CANTRELL, CITY CLERKITREASURER

I, Patsy K. Cantrell, duly authorized City Clerk/Treasurer for the City of Farmington, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by
the Farmington City Council at a regular meeting held on Monday, June 7, 1999, in the
City of Farmington, Oakland County, Michigan.
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July 29, 1999

Chairman William Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

i.e. Docket No. 99.25, Low Power FM Radio

Dear Chairman Kennard,

EX PJ~RTE OR LATE FilED
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Wyoming
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Please enter my comments concerning the creation ofLow Power FM Radio.

As a commercial radio station owner I have experienced the fragmentation of the radio
market in a small town, Jonesboro, Arkansas, from additional stations created from Docket
No. 80-90. Although Jonesboro received only one new FM license to supplement the two
existing FM licenses, Jonesboro did experience additional 80-90 stations created for
surrounding communities for the purpose of being moved to Jonesboro for business
operations. Six 80-90 stations have abandoned Paragould, Lake City, Hoxie, Harrisburg,
Trumann, and Marked Tree for Jonesboro which resulted in nine total FM stations doing
business in a town of 51,000.

Each of the nine FM stations operate at 3,000 to 100,000 watts. Many are not financially
able to provide locally oriented programming and have resorted to satellite programming. I
cannot perceive of any benefit a low power FM can bring to a small community like
Jonesboro, Arkansas except as a "non-commercial" station.

I fear a commercial broadcaster could utilize the low power FM signal to fragment a
competing station's audience by duplicating their music format by subsidizing the licensee's
income for doing nothing more that creating such a damaging influence on a competitor.

Low power FM stations may reduce coverage ofpresent commercial FM signals as occurred
when 80-90 stations were created. The public would be better served if the low power FM
issue is removed from the table to allow full power FM licensees to serve their full coverage
areas as they already do so well. If low power FM must exist then the licenses should be
restricted to social, community and religious organizations for alternative, non-commercial
programmmg.

~.s ectfully,

r7\ov.r;/1Q~jGL
Larry A. Duke
President

No. of Copies rec'd &f
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July 14, 1999

The Honorable William E. Kennard,;
Chair, FCC " \'1

445 12th St. SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Kennard:

PART~Oi . FILED

It is important that the airways be returned to the people of the United States. I
appreciate that the Federal Communications Commission is seriously considering taking
a new look at its rules with regard to low power FM (micro radio). I hope this is a first
step in demorcanizing the airways as they were originally intended. We need different
voices and different viewpoints. We are not getting this with the present system of the
media being controlled by a few large corporations.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

tJ)r2uu-D~'Ann&t,~
t}5cillse D'A e
351 Guerrero St.
San Francisco, CA. 94103-3331

No. of Copies rec'd Dt1
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President
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February 23, 1999

Mr. William Kannard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

FEB ZG
Clyde Cleveland
Kenneth V. Cockrel
Sheila M. Cockrel
Kay Everett
Nicholas Hood, III
Brenda M. SC9Jh
A1bees Tinsle~~liams

~ ~
r' -

---- .
\..,;...>" e'llo

'\

Dear Sir:

RE: RESOLUTION TO URGE THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION TO RESTORE APPROVAL FOR LOW-POWER FM
RADIO BROADCASTING

Herewith transmitted for your consideration is copy of a Detroit City Council resolution
adopted on January 29, 1999, relative to the above-captioned matter.

R;r.pectfully sUb~itted,

It."" # / ..
t/~:2/!:.;( ~;:/,,/ !:-'<:~'~~'7::~ CJS.
v
Jackie L. Currie
Detroit City Clerk

JLC/MP/cjs

Attachment

No. of Copies rec'd 01~ f
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Jackie L. Currie. City Clerk

200 City-eounty Building • Detroit. Michigan 48226
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE DETROIT CITY COUNCIL ON JANUARY 29, 1999
(ADJOURNED SESSION): (Taken from the Detroit Legal News of Feb. 8,1999)

A RESOLUTION TO URGE THE
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS

COMMISSION (F.C.C.) TO RESTORE
APPROVAL FOR LOW-POWER FM

RADIO BROADCASTING
By COUNCil MEMBER MAHAFFEY:

WHEREAS, In 1978 the Federal
Communications Commission (F.C.C.)
ended its licensing of low-power radio sta·
tions (Class D broadcasting licenses to
stations of less than 100 watts) reducing
overall the number of locally based radio
stat~ons in service to local communities.
Since that rule change, other ladors such
as increased consolidation within the
radio broadcast market has contributed to
a significant redudion in the number of
commur.ity responsive radio services; and

WHEREAS, Nationally, a grassroots
movement has emerged for the purpose
of advocating F.C.C. reinstatement of
licensing of Iow-power radio stations.
Their efforts has resulted in a formal rule
making petition before the F.C.C., RM·
9242 that would create opportunities for
the return of locally owned and respon­
sive FM radio stations for communities;
and

WHEREAS, Re·legalization of low·
power radio stations would serve to
increase local media presence and
ownership, promote small busines devel­
opment and broadcast entrepreneurship.
increase community choice and allow for
communication services that are respon­
sive to the needs of local communities;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, The Detroit City Council
urges the Federal Communications
Commission to restore approval for low·
power FM radiO broadcasting. The Detroit
City Council joins the Michigan Senate
(SR 234), the Michigan House of
Representatives (HR 379) and the many
grassroots organizations in seeking
F.C.C. adoption of petition RM·9241 to
restore low-power FM-radio broadcasting;
BEI'l"FURTHER

-RESOLVED, That copies of this resolu­
tion be sent to the Federal Communica­
tions Commission. the entire Michigan
Congressional Delegation and the City's
lobbyist, Nancy Barbour.

Adopted as follows:
Yeas - Council Members Cleveland,

K. Cockrel. Jr.. S. Cockrel, Everett. Hood,
Mahaffey, Scott. Tinsley-Williams, and
President Hill - 9.

Nays - None.
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March 7, 1999

Chairman William Kennard
Federal Communication Commission
Office of the Secretary
The Portals
445 12th St., SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard,

I am writing to offer my support regarding the recent proposal regarding
the licensing of 1000, 100 and 10 watt radio stations (MM Docket Number
99-25). I believe it will go a long way in balanang the corporate feeding
frenzy and subsequent homogenization of the airwaves that the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 has unfortunately unleashed.

Thank you for your efforts regarding this vital issue. Good luck.

Sincerely,

Sarah Gioia
2645 Lyndale Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55408

No. of Copies rec'd
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May 19, 1999

"., 1D

Chairman William Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

I am writing in support ofyour proposal to license micro-power radio stations. As a producer,
reporter and commentator for community radio stations in New York and Boston, I have been
very concerned about many of the changes in radio that have occurred over the last few years,
most particularly, the loss ofcommunity-based broadcasting that has been heightened by the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Given that radio is generally regarded as the most accessible broadcast medium, its potential to
fulfill a democratizing and inclusive cu1tur~ mission is enormous. Radio should reflect the
tremendous diversity ofAmerican culture, providing information and discussions of important
local issues and making available cultural and musical programming that is deemed not
demographically appealing enough for commercial broadcasters to carry. Average citizens with
something to say should be able to have access to small, locally-based stations which would be
run by others in their communities.

I feel that the 1-10 watt and 50-100 watt stations are the heart and soul of this proposal and
should be prioritized. Although I believe that the 500-1 000 watt service can be included, such
stations should not be allowed in urban areas, where crowded radio dials will allow for very few
new stations as it is.

To fulfill its most important function-- accessibility-- LPFM owners should be restricted to a
single station, and there should be a provision that they live close to or within the broadcast area
of the station. Cross-media ownership should not be allowed. Additionally, non-commercial
station ownership should be prioritized, and the FCC shouIdstrive to issue licenses in as
democratic a method as possible, such as to schools, libraries and community groups.

I thank you for your time and cooperation, and 1 hope you will take my suggestions into -Serious
consideration.

Itln. c~,·....· Dlj''i,,,. I vOp,GS n::c'd
Ust ABCDE" -
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February 24, 1999

Chairman William Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RECEIVED

OCT 12 1999
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Dear Chairman Kennard:

I am a professor and researcher in collaborative technologies, and I have a proposal to
support your current Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on "microradio" stations.

Microradio stations have an important role in supporting communication and awareness
in a community. My students and I use a very low power FM transmitter here in the
College of Computing at Georgia Tech to broadcast music and announcements through
the building (as far as a Section 15 compliant FM transmitter will take us). The challenge
for the station, however, is creating enough interesting content to get community
members to listen. A radio station with few or irregular listeners cannot adequately serve
to inform community members of new events nor to alert them to emergency
information.

We address this problem with our radio station by inviting the community to define
content for the station. We have invented a web-based collaboration tool on which users
can upload music files (MIDI) or recorded announcements (in WAV or AIFF file
formats), and edit a "playlist" to schedule their contributions on the aiL A computer plays
each of the files from the playlist, and the output of the computer is input to the FM
transmitter.

The strength of this approach is that it keeps listeners involved by ensuring that the
station is constantly playing content of interest to the community. The content is
engaging to the members of the community because they are the ones who select and
schedule it Because it is a computer doing the broadcast, the station is constantly on the
air, without an engineer or Dl

No. of CoPieS ree~d :0 -1-\
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We face several problems with our approach. Our current transmitter is too weak to cover
even the entire building. Without a wide enough base of listeners, we draw on few
contributors and can have little impact. Further, a single playlist isn't enough to guarantee
listener interest - the diversity of musical tastes in the College calls for scheduled
programs with separate playlists, with regularly scheduled breaks for announcements.

Our work makes us naturally quite interested in the proposed changes to the licensing
rules. We would like to improve our own radio station through use of the new microradio
class. We would also like to make our collaboration and broadcast software available to
other community groups to support their own microradio broadcasts. While commercial
software is certainly available to broadcast recorded messages, our software is
particularly appropriate for community groups where collaborative composition is
valuable and where cost is an issue.

We propose serving as a test station for the new microradio class of stations. We request
FCC assistance in defining a set of equipment appropriate to serve as a testbed,
purchasing the equipment, and setting up the station with appropriate licensing. For our
part, we propose completing our software, testing and evaluating the station in our
campus community, and making our software available freely via the Internet. In this
way, we hope to support the microradio vision for community groups.

I look forward to hearing your response.

Mark Guzdial
Associate Professor
Georgia Institute of Technology
College of Computing
801 Atlantic Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30332-0280
404-894-5618
404-894-0673 (fax)
guzdial@cc.gatech.edu



To: William Kennard, Chairman
Federal Com munications Commission
1919 M Street N. W .
Washington, D.C. 20554

Ref: Low Power FM Radio (l00 Watts or less)

ORIGI,~AL j
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Dear Chairman Kennard:
I/we like to thank you for taking comments in this very important matter. There is

a great need for the legal establishment of FCC-regulated low power FM radio. In my/our
opinion, far too many of the publicly owned airwaves have already been turned over to far
too few giant corporations. As a result the nation's mass media is to an extraordinary
degree controJled by for-profit, commercial interests, which drown out nearly aJl other
interests or alternative viewpoints. In particular, local nonprofit voices have an
increasingly difficult time to get heard. It is my/our understanding, that the FCC's original
mission was the "regulation of the public airwaves in the broadest public interest". I/we
believe that the FCC must return to its mission by providing affordable permits to
responsible low power FM stations like" Excellent Radio" in Grover Beach, California.
This station has provided its community first rate programming, including broadcast of
city council meetings and community forums, which are now an indispensable part of the
social life in the San Luis Obispo County. Many local views and ideas would have simply
not been voiced otherwise. Unfortunately, the NPR-radio stations, while trying to do their
best, have also become more and more under commercial influence. There are also not
enough of them to serve all local needs of the immediate communities. We urge you to
make part of OUR airwaves available for nonprofit, non-commercial low power FM
stations. Thank you once again for taking the lead on this crucial issue and for your
interest in our comments.

June 3, 1999
RECE\VED

OCT 12 1999
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Sincerely

~~~~
Klaus Schumann
County Coordinator
SLO GREEN PARTY
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Mr. William E. Kennard
Chair
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear M..r. Kennard:

I am writing regarding the Fees pending decision to allow low-power radio
stations to exist legally.

I dunno. For some time now, I have watched with growing despair as all forms of
US media--movies, print and electronic--have become increasingly concentrated
into fewer and fewer hands, culminating in the odious, $70 billion-giveaway
Telecommunications Act.

One result of this concentration, I believe, is that the information presented to the
American public--information which is supposed to provide the basis for an
informed electorate--is much more homogenized, bland and meaningless, and much
less relevant to the issues and decisions that actually shape our lives.

I believe that low-power radio can provide a small counterbalance to that anti­
democratic current, and I strongly urge the Commission to allow its existence
without interference.

Let a thousand antennae bloom.

xc: Representative Lynn Woolsey
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