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Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of the National Cable Television Association and the cable multiple system
operators required to file semi-annual status reports in the above-referenced proceeding, I am
submitting for filing an original and four copies a Motion to Extend the time for filing the
January, 2000 status report until January 21, 2000.

If there are any questions about this filing, please contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

~~~
Neal M.Goldberg

cc: Deborah Lathan, Chief, Cable Services Bureau (by hand)
Deborah Klein, Chief, Consumer Protection & Competition Div.,

Cable Services Bureau (by hand)
Robert Schwartz, Esq., Counsel for Circuit City Stores, Inc. (by hand) .
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON,D.C.20554

In the Matter of

Implementation of Section 304 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996

Commercial Availability of
Navigation Devices

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CS Docket No~HA.
nCl,;C/'VED

NOV - 8199
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OF 'THESJ:~~;'I'

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF
TIME TO FILE STATUS REPORT

The National Cable Television Association ("NCTA"), on behalf of the cable

multiple system operators ("MSOs") required to file semiannual progress reports called

for in the Report and Order! in the above-captioned proceeding, respectfully requests a

two-week extension oftime to file the next status report, currently due on January 7,

2000.

In its Navigation Devices Report and Order, the Commission ordered that certain

cable MSOs file semiannual status reports to assure itself that the cable industry was

making steady progress in meeting the schedule submitted by Cable Television

Laboratories, Inc. ("CableLabs") for the development of specifications for a digital

security "Point of Deployment" (POD) module and for a digital security module

interface as well as to apprise it of other industry efforts to foster the commercial

availability of navigation devices as required by the Report and Order. The January

In the Matter of Implementation of Section 304 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Commercial
Availability of Navigation Devices, 13 FCC Rcd 14775, 14827-28 (1998) (Report and Order).



status report will be a critical one, since it is the last scheduled report prior to the July 1,

2000, deadline when, under certain circumstances, a cable operator must make available

separate security modules for subscribers who have obtained their set-top boxes and other

"host" navigation devices from sources unaffiliated with the cable operator.

The next status report is due on January 7, 2000. On behalf of the MSOs which

are required to file that report, we respectfully request a two-week extension of time

(until January 21, 2000) for the filing of that report.

As the Commission is aware, it takes a great deal of time and resources to prepare

the required status reports for filing. NCTA coordinates the drafting and filing of each

status report. In addition to discussions with representatives of the MSO signatories

(generally the MSO's Chief Technical Officer), NCTA counsel and technical staff have

numerous contacts with representatives of CableLabs, the OpenCable project, and

equipment manufacturers to make certain the Commission is apprised of the up-to-the­

minute status of the OpenCable project as required by the Report and Order.

While the two previous reports (for January, 1999, and July, 1999) were filed on a

timely basis, out of an abundance of caution, we respectfully request a two-week

extension of time, because a number of circumstances may combine to make it difficult,

it not impossible, to prepare and file a final report by the January 7,2000 due date.

First, the January 7 due date falls on the heels of the Western Cable Show

(scheduled for mid-December). Prior to and during the Western Show, a number of

events will occur relevant to the January 2000 report. First, there will be further

interoperability testing of the OpenCable™ compliant PODs. It may take time to evaluate

the results of those tests at the end of December -- a period of time when other events,
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cited below, may impinge on the time of the CTOs who must verify the status report --

making a full accounting of the status of the PODs by January 7, 2000, problematic.

In addition, at the Western Show, CableLabs and the California Cable Television

Association jointly will sponsor the CableNET exhibit. CableNET is a live

demonstration of leading edge technologies and services on a working cable system.

These demonstrations will provide real world proof-of-concept for technologies and

services to be commercially deployed in the next 12 to 18 months. Incorporated in the

demonstration will be all of the OpenCable POD, host device and headend equipment

that will have been tested the previous week as part of CableLabs' interoperability testing

event.

Second, as noted above, the MSO CTOs are intimately involved in the

preparation, review, and finalizing of the required status reports. Because the CTOs are

often also the point-persons who must insure that their MSOs are prepared for any Y2K

problems, complying with the January 7, 2000 filing date may be difficult as the CTOs

work on potential- or actual- Y2K preparedness issues in the mid-December to early-

January time frame. In this regard, the Commission itself has recognized concerns that

Y2K may disrupt FCC filing deadlines and has "established a series of principles for

potential end-of-the-year regulatory waivers, stay and forbearance actions that could

assist communications companies in insuring that their communication systems and

equipment are ready for the Y2K date roll-over."z While the Commission's Year 2000

Network Stabilization Policy Statement was not necessarily directed at the type of

2 FCC News Release, "FCC Adopts Year 2000 Network Stabilization Policy Statement To Facilitate
Y2K Compliance," October 4, 1999.
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extension requested herein, the spirit of that statement in which the Commission said it

would "be sensitive to individual waiver requests ...,,3 based on Y2K preparedness

concerns, should apply in this instance.

Third, the January 7,2000, due date falls in the midst of the briefing schedule

established by the u.s. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in the

appeal of a number of issues in the above-captioned proceeding. Undersigned NCTA

counsel, who will be working on the appellate reply brief and joint appendix (now due

December 30, 1999, and January 6, 2000, respectively),4 also assists in coordinating and

preparing the status report. As a result of the work which must be done for those court

filings, NCTA counsel may be unable to devote the significant amount of time the status

report requires during the late-December, early-January period.

Finally, the late-December, early-January period during which time the status

report will be prepared and must be filed falls in the midst of the winter holiday season.

As noted above, preparation of the report requires coordination and discussions among

not only NCTA and the MSO signatories of the report, but also representatives of

CableLabs, the OpenCable™ project, and cable equipment manufacturers. Given the fact

that the Christmas and New Year holidays fall during the period when the status report

must be prepared for filing, it may well be difficult to contact all parties who must "sign

off' on the final report.

3 Id.

4 See, Order, General Instrument Com" et al. v. FCC, Case No. 98-1420 and consolidated cases,
September 27, 1999 at 2.
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CONCLUSION

For the above stated reasons, we respectfully request an extension of time until

January 21, 2000, for the filing of the next status report called for in the Report and

Order.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel L Brenner
Neal M Goldberg
Loretta P. Polk

November 8, 1999
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