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November 11, 1999
RECEIVED

NOV 121999
By Hand

Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room CY-A257
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Written Ex Parte Presentation
Service Rules for the 746-764 and 776-794 MHz Bands,
And Revisions to Part 27 ofthe Commission's Rules
WT Docket No. 99-168

Dear Ms. Salas:

Transmitted herewith for inclusion in the public record of the above-referenced "permit
but disclose" proceeding are two copies of a written ex parte presentation that has been delivered
to Chairman Kennard, Commissioner Ness, Commissioner Furchtgott-Roth, Commissioner
Powell, Commissioner Tristani, Thomas J. Sugrue, James Schlichting, Dale Hatfield, and Robert
Pepper.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kennard
Commissioner Furchtgott-Roth
Commissioner Tristani
James Schlichting
Robert Pepper

Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Thomas Sugrue
Dale Hatfield

Enclosure
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Honorable William E. Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WT Docket No. 99-168

EX PARTE OR LA
TE FILED

RECEIVED

NOV 121999

Dear Chairman Kennard:

It has been brought to our attention by FreeSpace Communications that the
Federal Communications Commission is currently considering proposed licensing rules
for the commercial services that will operate in the 746-764 and 776-794 MHz bands.
Pursuant to section 337(a)(2) of the Communications Act, the Commission has
reallocated these bands for commercial use and will be assigning licenses to use this
spectrum through the competitive bidding process.

We urge the FCC to adopt licensing rules for this spectrum that will promote
wireless broadband access to the Internet. As you know, the Internet is revolutionizing
how people throughout the world communicate with each other, and will be a central part
ofour culture and commerce in the new millennium. The FCC has a critical role to play
in making sure this revolutionary medium is deployed to all Americans on a fast,
competitive, and ubiquitous basis.

Yahoo believes wireless broadband services are a key element in meeting these
goals. Moreover, commercial wireless broadband services are ideally suited for the
spectrum bands located below 1 GHz because of the superior propagation characteristics
in these bands. Most of the spectrum below 1 GHz, however, has been allocated to
broadcast and private radio uses. The 746-764 and 776-794 MHz bands consequently
present the Commission with a rare opportunity to promote the widespread availability of
broadband wireless services.

We urge the Commission to seize this opportunity by adopting licensing rules that
permit the roll-out of broadband services throughout these bands. This will greatly
further the fast deployment of ubiquitous and competitive broadband wireless services.

We recognize that the Commission, in adopting licensing rules for the 746-764
and 776-794 MHz bands, may need to establish technical criteria to protect public safety
communications in the 764-776 and 794-806 MHz bands. But the Commission should
examine ways that protect public safety but at the same time allow this valuable spectrum
to be utilized to offer commercial wireless broadband services. In fact, various proposals
have been made in the FCC's pending proceeding that suggest ways to maximize
broadband use throughout the 746-764 and 776-794 MHz bands, including the
establishment of low power guard bands that both protect adjacent public safety
operations and promote the use of this spectrum for broadband wireless services.

www.yahoo.com 3420 central expressway • santa clara, CA 95051 • phone (408) 731·3300 • fax (408) 616-3707



Under section 337(a)(2) of the Act, the FCC is required to assign licenses for the
746-764 and 776-794 MHz bands through an auction process. Yahoo supports the use of
auctions as a means ofensuring that the spectrum is efficiently and quickly assigned to its
highest value use. Although the Commission must establish certain basic technical rules
to prevent interference among different users of the spectrum, it should otherwise adopt
the "flexible use" approach it has proposed in its pending licensing proceeding and open
up the auction for this spectrum to as many bidders as possible. In this way, the free
market will ensure that the spectrum is put to uses that benefit consumers the most.

The decisions the Commission makes in this proceeding can affect the way
Americans connect to the Internet for years to come. We urge you to make these
decisions carefully as we enter the Information Age.

Sincerely,

cc: Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Furchtgott-Roth
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Tristani
Thomas Sugrue
Dale Hatfield
Robert Pepper


