
No. of.· vCQPl.$a rec'd I FlK
UstABCDE ~

FLORENCE M. RICE
PRESIDENT

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

Harlem Consumer Education Council, Inc.

P.O. Box 1165 Triboro Station, New York, N.Y. 10035 (212) 795-0234

Rece·· .. -IVEO LUC[ LAZELLA MIDDLETON

DEC 3 t PRESIDENT'999YOUTH CONSUMERS EDUCATIONAL COUNCI

~~--
December 2, 1999

Magalia Roman Salas, Sea'e1ary
F'ederal CommuniCationa ComlTis5iOn
44~ 12th Street, $lN, Rocm l"WoB-204
Washlngton, DC
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Dear Ms, Salas:

On behalf of the Harlem Consumers Counail and the Columbia COl1$umer
Education Council. Inc,. we wanted to ofter comments In racponse to a proposel
submitted by the Coalition for Affordable Local and Long Distance Service
(CAl..LS) to reform interstate 800ess ct8rgel and ~nIVQra.I"N'fee. CALLS
members include setl At18rttia.AT&T, BeU80uth, sec end Sprint I know It
aeerm impossible that these5l~ Ire working together. but they are.

We ere not experts In telecommuniclations and Aece&$ reform, but botr1 of
our groups do know that lJomething has to cl'1ange In the tefephone maf1(efplaeE.
'We are members of the Alliance for Public Technology, and have !"n their
comments and Consumer W.ltare study on aeons refonn.

According to APT antf the study, the plan will simplify telephone bills,
reduce the amount IQOaI companIes charge long-distance providers fer access
and set aside II $650 miUlon unlvarsal service fund.

We like that the plan 8ugge&t& a single flat rated sUbscnber Une charge.
crea1ed by consolidating the EOOeting SLC with current charges related to the
presub,cribed interexchflnge carrier charge. This translate! into 8 greater
portion of the bill being covered by Ufeline. That me.ns pooroonlBume~wftl
have mo~ of their blll paid for.

We were also encouraged by th. study findings that lifeline customers
witt! annuallneomel below $10,000 could receive almost 3 percent in annual
welfare gains. People with Income8 between $10,000 and $20,000 could obtain
aCldeQ benellt worth about 2.0 peroent p~r year.

The oompaoiee are pr9dietlng lower Iong--di&tanoe ra1es for consum~ jf
the plen is approved. As APT said in their original aomments, their stUdy
"aS$umes that long distance prlC6 reduetio~ are commensurate with changes in
~r minute swttched eCCt!!ss charges." We agree W~M APT and urge the
commlMlon to pressure the companIes so they cut long distance rates in a
menner thct maxlllllZ8s the consumer welfare benefits

.'Knowled!!,e is Power"
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Thanks for your eftorts to help all consume" get good. affordable phone
"Nice.

SIncerely,

•

~Hti£v
Floren~ice
President. Harlem Consumer. Council

cc: Chairman William E. Kennard
Comrms-ioner Susan N,,*
Commissioner Mk:hael PCJW'ell
Commie.loner Glor~ Trlstani
Commissioner Harold Furchtgott·Roth
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