
FLORENCE M. RICE
PRESIDENT

DOCKE:1' FILE COpy OR!GiNAL

Harlem Consumer Education Council, Inc.

P.O. Box 1165 Triboro Station, New York, N.Y. 10035 (212) 795-0234

/ieeE .IVEO LUCiI. LAZELLA MIDDLETON

DEC 3 1 PRESIDENT999YOUTH CONSUMERS EDUCATIONAL COUNC

~~
0Fft'E0F'IHE=-~CN

December 2, 1999

Magalia RomAn Salas, Secretary
Federal CommuniCations Commis!ion
445 12th Street, SW, Room rw..B-204
WashIngton. DC

RE: Oack_ts 96-262. 9"'1, 8."249.~PIyComm.nttl

Dear Ms, Salas:

On behalf of the Harlem ConsUI'I"Ier'S Counc~ and the Columbia Con$umer
Education CQundl, Inc., we wanted to offer comments In re&ponse to a proposal
submitted by the CoalftiQo for AffOrdable Local and Long Distance Service
(CALLS) to reform interstate aocess ehargfi and L.:nlVoraal HNlce. CALLS
members include self Atlantia, AT&T, BelISOuth, sse end Sprint. I k~ow It
aeems impossible that tMse groups eire WOfking together. but they are.

We are not expet'ta in teleeommuni<::atiorl& ande.~ reform. bUl botl'l of
our groups dQ know theft something has to mange In the telephOne marketplace.
We are rnembl\trs of the ARlaCl¢e for Public Technology, and have seen their
comments and Consumer Weltare study on access reform.

AccordIng to A?T and the study, the plan will $impllfy telephone bills,
reduce the amount I~ companIes Charge long-distance providers fer acceS$
and set aside II $650 miUlon unlvernl "Moe furtd.

we like that the plan sugge&i6 a single flat rated IUbsCriber line ch~ug~.

created bV consolJd~ijng the ext8ting Sl.e with curtent charges related to the
presUbscribed interexchange carrier charge. This tran$late! into a greater
portion of thla bill being covered by Ufeline. That me.ns poor ooneume~will
have mol'f!! of their bill paid for.

We were also encouraged by the itl.ldy findings that lifeline custom'ffi
wi1t1 ~nnuallneome! below $10,000 could receive almost 3 pert:ent in annual
weifare gains. People with Income, be1Ween $10,000 and $20,000 coukf obtain
addea benefit worth aboot 2.6 percent par year.

The oompanies are predicting lower Iong--<1~tanoe rmes for consumers if
the plan is approved. As APT said in their or!ginal comments, their stUdy
"assumes that long distance prloe reductioN; are commensurate with changes in
pli!r mrnute swttehed access cheuges." We agree wit" APT and urge the
comnlS$[on to pressure the companies $0 they cut long distanee rates in a
menner tnilt maximizes the consumer welfare benefits
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Thanks for your efforts to help all oonsumers get good. afford!lble phone
s~rvloe.

Sincerely,

~H~
Fiorene~jce
President, H8ifem Consumers Council

cc: Chairman Wi/iam E. Kennard
Commissioner SURn N~
CommIssIoner Mk:hael Powell
Commissioner Gloria Tr1itani
Commissioner Harold Furentgott·RotM

~~
Columbia Cons\,Imer
Edueatlon Couneil. Inc.

"KI10H'led~e is Power ,.


