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The Boeing Company (“Boeing”), by its attorneys, hereby responds to the request

of the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or “Commission”) for comment on recent

ex parte filings by SkyBridge L.L.C. (“SkyBridge”) and the Fixed Wireless Communications

Coalition (“FWCC”) concerning an agreement between the parties for shared use of the 10.7-

11.7 GHz Band by non-geostationary orbit fixed-satellite service (“NGSO FSS”) and terrestrial

fixed service (“FS”) users.1  Because Boeing believes that the regulatory structure proposed by

SkyBridge and the FWCC will advance the implementation of NGSO FSS networks—including

Boeing’s own proposed NGSO FSS network2—Boeing generally supports the agreement.

                                               
1 FCC Seeks Comment on SkyBridge and FWCC Ex Parte Filings on Regulatory Scheme for Shared Use of the 10.7-
11.7 GHz Band, Public Notice, DA 99-3008 (rel. Dec. 27, 1999).

2 See Application for Authority to Launch and Operate a Non-Geostationary Medium Earth Orbit Satellite System in
the Fixed Satellite Service, File No. SAT-LOA-19990108-00006 (Jan. 8, 1999).
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Boeing is a leading contributor to the global aerospace and satellite

telecommunications industries, providing technical expertise, manufacturing, launch services,

and on-orbit network control for a wide variety of commercial and government satellite systems.

In this role, it has actively participated in the domestic and international discussions relating to

the shared-use of the 10.7-11.7 GHz band by NGSO FSS and terrestrial FS users.  In particular,

Boeing has provided comment to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“NPRM”) in this docket3

and has played an active role in the work of Joint Task Group 4-9-11 (“JTG 4-9-11”) in

developing criteria for the operation of NGSO FSS systems in the Ku-band on a shared basis

with other users.  Based on the experience gained through its participation in these domestic and

international discussions, Boeing believes that the regulations proposed by SkyBridge and the

FWCC will facilitate sharing between NGSO FSS systems and terrestrial FS users in the 10.7-

11.7 GHz Ku-band, thereby hastening the implementation of NGSO FSS broadband services to

the ultimate benefit of the public.

Boeing acknowledges that the definition of NGSO FSS Gateway proposed by

SkyBridge and the FWCC includes a minimum Gateway antenna size of 2.5 meters.4

Throughout this proceeding, Boeing has recommended that the Commission adopt a minimum

Gateway antenna size of 4.5 meters in order to enhance sharing possibilities between co-

frequency inhomogenous NGSO FSS systems.5  Boeing continues to believe that a minimum

Gateway antenna size of 4.5 meters would best enhance sharing between inhomogenous NGSO

FSS systems in the Ku-band.  However, because sharing between NGSO systems is not at issue

                                               
3 See Comments of The Boeing Company, ET Docket No. 98-206 (filed Mar. 2, 1999) (“Boeing Comments”); Reply
Comments of The Boeing Company, ET Docket No. 98-206 (filed Apr. 14, 1999).

4 See Letter from SkyBridge and FWCC to Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission,
of Dec. 8, 1999, at  3.

5 See Boeing Comments at 79.
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here, Boeing asks that the inclusion of the 2.5 meter minimum Gateway antenna size in this

agreement not foreclose the possibility that the Commission may determine at a later point in this

proceeding that the inclusion of a 4.5 meter minimum Gateway antenna size in the

Commission’s rules may best serve sharing between co-frequency NGSO systems.
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