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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Nat,olal Cabie TelevIsion Association

Ms. Magalie R. Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Room TW-A325
Washington, D.C. 20554

,jCdl kl Goldberg 1724 Massachusetts Avenue, I~orltlv,ss:

WashlnglOn 0 C 20036-1969
202 775-3664 Fax 202 775-3603

February 1, 2000

ORIGINAL

Re: CS Docket No. 98-120

Dear Ms. Salas:

This is to inform you that, at a meeting yesterday convened by Commissioner Susan Ness
to discuss the digital television transition, an issue pertaining to cable carriage of broadcasters'
digital television signals was raised by the National Association of Broadcasters ("NAB"). The
carriage issue was raised in the context of a discussion concerning the placement of a VSB off
air tuner in digital television sets and cable set-top boxes.

Specifically, Commissioner Ness and her Legal Assistant, David Goodfriend, along with
representatives of the NAB, the Consumer Electronics Association ("CEA"), and the National
Cable Television Association ("NCTA") discussed the possible effect including such a tuner in
cable set-top boxes might have on proposals for cable carriage of broadcasters' digital television
signals currently being considered in the above-referenced docket. As a follow up, on the same
date, Robert Sachs, NCTA's President and CEO, and David Goodfriend had a telephone
conversation regarding the VSB tuner issue.

Please include this ex parte filing in the docket of the above-referenced proceeding. If
you have any questions about the matter, please contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

/' /dr. / ./f:(~ ~;?-f"/te,,- .

Neal M. Goldberg

Chairman William Kennard
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Harold Furchtgott-Roth
Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Commissioner Michael Powell
Mr. Edward 0. Fritts, President and CEO, NAB
Mr. Gary Shapiro, President & CEO, CEA
David Goodfriend, Legal Assistant to Commissioner Ness
Amy Nathan, Sr. Legal Counsel, Office of Plans & Policy
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