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COMMENTS SUBl\IiITTEO BY: PAUL KNIES, OWNER
WJTS.l.P, JASPER, lNDlANA

FEBRUARY 9, 2000

I AM THE LICENSEE OF STAriON wrrs.LP JASPER, INDIANA, USING THE SITUATION

PRESENTED BY WJTS-LP AS AN EXAMPLE, THESE COMMENTS STRESS THE NEED FOR THE

COMM[SSION TO PROVIDE LPTV STATIONS CONVERtING TO CLASS A STATUS AMPLE

TIME TO TRANSITION INTO THE DIGITAL TELEVISION ENVIRONMENT.

WITS·LP HAS FlLED ITS "STATEMENT OF ELIOIBn..ITY FOR CLASS A LOW POWER

TELEVISION STATION STATUS." ACCORDING TO THAT STATEMENT, WITS-LP IS ELIGIBLE

TO OBTAIN A CERl1FICATB OF ELIGIBILITY FOR CLASS A STATUS. HOWEVER. THE

COMMUNITY BROADCASTERS PROTECTION ACT OF 1999 SPECIFIES THAT THE

COMMISSION SHALL NOT ACCEPT A LICENSE APPLICATION FOR AN ADVANCED

TELEVISION FACn.ITY IN THE CLASS A SERVICE THAT WB.L CAUSE INTERFERENCE TO

THE SERVICE AREA OF ANY OTHER BROADCAST FACn.lTY AUTHORIZED ON THE DATE OF

THE ADVANCED TELEVISION APPLICATION

WITS-LP IS LICENSED ON AKALOG CHANNEL 27. DTV CHANNEL 21 HAS BEEN ASSIGNED

TO STATIONS WPIX (TV) INDIANAPOLlS, INDIANA AND WKRN(TV) NA.SHVD.J..E,

TENNESSEE. DTV CHANNEL 26 HAS BEIDl' ASSIGNED TO STATION WTYW(TV)

EVAc'lSVILLE, INDIANA. THESE DTV ALLOTMENTS ARE SITUATED IN A ROUGH TRIANGLE

AROUND JASPER. INDIANA AND HAVE PRESENTED AT~CHNICAL CHANNEL
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DISPLACEMENT FOR WJTS-LP'S ANALOG CHANNEL. CONSULTING ENGiNEER BOB FISHER,

AFRlEND OF THE LOWPOWERlNDUSTRY, REPORTED TOME THAT HE IS NOT AWARE OF

ANY REPLACEMENT CHANNEL AVAILABLE TO WJTS-LP AT nus TIME IN 'THE CORE BAND.

HOWEVER., mERE IS EVIDENCE AND REASON TO BELIEVE mAT WIfS-LP WILL NOT

CREATE INTERFERENCE TO WKRN, WPIX, OR WTVW DUE TO TERRAlN SHIELDING. THESE

FULL saYleE STATIONS HAVE NOT YET COMMENCED OPERATION WITH THElRDlGITAL

ASSIGNMENTS, AND IT IS BEYOND WlTS·LP'S CONTROL AS TO WHEN mESH STATIONS

MAY COMPLETE CONSTRUCTION AND COMMENCE OPER..<\TIO~, WJTS~LP WILL NOT

K..~OW WHETIIER THERE IS ACTIJAL INTERFERENCE UNTtL THESE STATIONS COMMENCE

INITIAL DIGITAL OPERATIONS,

AS AN LPTV STATION, WJTs-.LP CAN RE~AIN ON ANALOG CHANNEL 27 UNTIL A

DISPLACING OTV SERVICE PROVIDER IS OPERATIONAL EVEN mEN, THE COMMISSION

HAS AUTHORIZED LPTV 81ATIONS A CHANCE TO DEMONSTRATE, AMONG OTHEll TIUNGS.

TliAT IT PROTECTS REVELA.""IT DTV SERVICE BY REDUCED POWER. 'tERRAIN SHIELDING

OR THAT IS HAS OBTAINED A WRITl"BN WAIVER OF INTERFERENCE PROTECTION

STANDARDS FROM THE AFFECTED FULL SERvrCE Drv STATION-, IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE

THAT A FULLY SPA.CED FREQUENCY MAY BECOME AVAILABLE TO WlTS..LP, IN WffiCH

EVENT IT COULD APPLY FOlt THE CHANNEL ON A FIRST COMB, FIRST SERVE BASIS. THE

FLEXIBILITY AND OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE TO DISPLACED LPTV STATIONS ARE

CRITICAL INPRESERV~GLPTV SERVICE TO lHE GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE

WITHOUT TInS OPPORTliNITY. WITS·LP COULD HAVE FEWERRIGHTS TO REMAIN ON TIm

AIR rN THE SHORT TERM AS A CLASS A STATION THAN IF IT RETAINED ITS LPTV

AUTHORIZATION. ACCORDINGLY,lPTV STATIONS CONVERTING TO THE NEW

CLASS A SERVICE SHOULD BE PROVIDED AS MUCH TIME AS POSSIBLE TO DEAL WITH

THE.SE AND SIMILAR ISSUES PERTINENT TO IMPLEMENTING A OIGITAL SERVICE.

IN ADOPTING TIiE COMMl.JNUY BROADCASTERS PROTECTION ACT OF 1999, THE U, S.
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CONORESS SOUGHT TO PROTECT THOSEl.PTV STATIONS WIDCHHAVE OPERATED IN A

MANNER CONSISTENT WITH THE PROGRAMMING OBJECTIVES AND HOl..1JlS OF

OPERATION OF FULL-POWE.R.BROADCASTERS, AND HAVE PROVIDED WORTHWHn.E

SERVICES AND PUBUC BENEFITS TIiAT WOULD NOT OTHERWISE BE AVAlLABLE THESE

GOALS ARE FULLY CONSISTENT WITH TIlE PUBLIC INTEREST IN PRESERVING LPTV

SERVICE IN THE TRAt"'lSITION TO DIGITAL TELEVISION. SURELY, IT COULD NOT HAVB

BEEN THE COMMISSION'S OR. CONGRESS' INTENTION 'lRAT AN LPTV STATION

PROTECTED AND Al.J1HORlZED FOR CLASS A TELEVISION FACTLITY NOT RECEIVE AMPLE

OPPORTUNITY TO IMPLEMENT A DTV SERVICE.

THE COMMUNITY BROADCASTERS PROTECTION ACT OF 1999 PROVIDES THAT A LPTV

LICENSEE MAY SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR LICENSE FOR CLASS A DESIGNATION

WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER FINAL CLASS A TSLEVISION REGULATIONS ARE ADOPTED. THIS

PERMISSIVE STANDARD DOES NOT MANDATE FILING A CLASS A LICENSE APPUCATION

WITHIN A eERTA.l'N TIME PERIOD, BUT INSTEAD All..OWS THE FILING AT THE LPTV

STATION'S DISCRETION. CONSISTENr WITH TIlE COMMISSION'S AND THE CONGRESS'

OWN PRONOl)NCEMENTS AS TO THE VALUE AND NEED TO PRESERVE LPTV SERVICE

ONCE THE COMMISSION HAS ISSUED A"CERTIFICATION OF ELIGlBlLITY TO APPLY FOR A
,

CLASS A STATUS". THE QUALIPYINO LPTV STATION SHOULD NOT BE LIMlTED AS TO

WHEN IT APPLIES FOR A LICENSE FOR CLASS A OR ADVANCED TELEVISION SERVICE.

WJTS-LP PROVIDES SIGNIFICANT LOCAL PR..OORAMMlNG AND PUBUC SERVICE; IT

SHOUlD BE Al.J..OWED TIlE GREATEST OPPORTlJMTY TO DEVELOP AND ENGINEERING

SOLUTION WITH REGARD TO PROTECTING EXISTING FULL SERVICE DIGITAL STATIONS

AS REQUlRED BY THE COMMUNITY BROADCASTERS PROTECTION ACT OF 1999 UNTIL

THAT TIME. IT 18 CLEARLY CONGRESS' 1N1'ENT THAT WJTS-LP'S SERVICE AREA BE

PROTECTED FOR £VENTUAl. CLASS A SERVICE.
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WJTS-LP PROVIDES A SERVICE TILo\T IS NOT OTHERWISE AVAlLABLE TO ITS VIEWERS.

THE PUBLIC INTEREST REQUIRES EVERY.EPPORT BE MADE TO PRESERVE THE PROGRAM

SERVICE WITS-LP'S VIEWERS HAVE COME TO EXPECT AND DESIRE.WrrS-LP PROVIDES ITS

VIEWING AREA WITH AN AVERAGE OF 10 HOURS OF LOCAL PROGRAMMING

PER WEEK WITH LOCAL NEWS, LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS AND EVENTS, LOCAL 4-H

FAIR COVERAGE. QUEEN CONTESTS, PARADES, FESTIVALS, TALENT COl'-i'ESTS,

GOVERNMENTAL NEWS, LOCAL CHUR.CH SERVICES AND llIERE IS MORE. IF JASPER

WERE TO LOOSE ITS TELEVISION STATION Hm ENTIRE AREA AROUND JASPER. WOULD

SUFFER. A TREMENDOUS LOSS. WE'VE BEEN ON nIE AIR 24 HOURS ADAY SINCE OUR

ON-AIR-DATE TN 1993 SERVING THE AREA WHEN MAJOR MI\R.KET STATIONS SHUT

DOWN SHOR1LY AFTER. MIDNIGHT, AS AN EXAMPlE OF NEED, THIS FALL A SMALL

RtJRAL HIGH SCHOOL, 25 MILES AWAY HAD A STATE CHAMPIONSHrIP FOOTBALL TEAM .

UPONWINNlNGTIm SEMI-STATE, llJEYWANTEDTV COVERAGE. TIlE FANS PHONED,

PARENTS CALLED, THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL AND TEACHERS CONTACTED US AND ASKED

US TO DO THE STATE FINALS. SEVERAL COMMENTED: '·YOU ARE OUR LOCAL STATION"'.

SINCE OTHER LOCAL SCHOOLS LOST AT THE SEMI-STATE LEVEL WE COL'LD ~"'ID DID

"THE GAME FOR THEM. WE ARE 1HE TV STArION THE AREA DEl"BNDS UPON FOR

COVERAGE. A CONCERt'\( FROM THE AREA IS THE INFLl.i"X OF SPANISH SPEAKING PEOPLE

TO OUR AREA. WE ARE WORKING WITH "COMMlTI'EE ON WAYS TO REACH "tHEM

TIlROUGH OUR LOCAL TELEVISION STATION. Wrrs-LP IS VERY IMPORTANT TO THE

WELL-BEING OF THIS AREA AND HAS A DEFINITE :NEED TO St.JAVlVE AS WE MIGRATE TO

DIGITAL.

li1',DER THE PROPOSED RULEMAKlNG AND THE ESTABUSHMENT OF A CLASS A

TELEVISION SERVICE. I WANT TO BE ASSURED THERE IS SOME PROTECTION FOR WITS-LP

UNDER TInS RULEMAKING, ruST AS FOR CLASS A APPLICANTS, IN ANTICIPAnON THAT

AS CHANNELS ARE TURNED BACK TO 'THE FCC POOL, TliERE WOULD BE ACHA~NNEL

AVAlLABLE FOR WITS-LP TO MOVE TO AND APPLY FOR CLASS ASTATUS
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I C:ERTIF'Y UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY TIiAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

"These and otl!er step$lVIilable to mitigate the impact ofDTV transition on LPTV service are
described in Notice ofprgposed Rule MaldQ&. ill the BlltIhlidmmt ofa Clay A TekMsigv Serlvce,
MM Docket No. 99.2292, FCC 99-257, p&r88t1i)b 9.14,(released" September 29.1999).
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