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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

SEP 16 1999

Mr. John Giannettino
Radio Station KCPS-AM
208 Jefferson Street
Post Office Box 946
Burlington, Iowa 52601

RE: KCPS-AM Burlington, Iowa Regulatory Fees, Fee Case No. 9709228835031011

Dear Mr. Giannettino:

A recent internal review offiles determined that your inquiry into the regulatory fee for station
KCPS-AM might not have been answered. Please accept our apology for any inconvenience that
may have resulted.

Your question, which I am summarizing as inquiring why your station's regulatory fee was
higher than another station in Burlington with a higher rating, is answered in the Commission's
Report and Order In the Matter ofAssessment and Collection ofRegulatory Fees for Fiscal Year
1997, MD Doc No. 96-186,12 FCC Red. 17161 (1997). Before I turn to that, permit me to
mention the differences between your perceptions and data that are maintained in FCC files.

You expressed concern that the fees for KCPS-AM were higher than a more powerful AM
station, KBUR, and the estimated population count was higher than the other stations. FCC
records (available on the Internet at www.fcc.gov/mmb and www.fcc.gov/fees) show that the
locations of the transmitting towers are at various points around the Burlington area. For
example, your station, KCPS, is located at 40 5I' 11" N., 091 08' 10" W, and it is 3.38 miles from
the measuring point in Burlington. KBUR is at 4049' 26" N., 091 08' 33" Wand 1.93 miles
from the same point. Although FM stations are not comparable to AM stations for fee purposes,
their towers are also at different locations. For example, KKMI (93.5 FM) has two transmitters
located at 0.88 miles (CP) and 0.93 miles; and KDMG (103.1 FM) is 8.97 miles, while KORS
(107.3 FM) is 1.93 miles distant. As you will see from the discussion later, location and
topography are important parts of the process that includes other features to determine the fees.

You should also be aware that KBUR has a transmission power rating of760 Watts both daytime
and nighttime. This data, location and power together, were factored into the regulatory fee. The
information was provided in a public document, and each station was given a copy ofthe
payment information. Nonetheless, pemut me to highlight some ofthe analysis that is included
in the public record.
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The Commission stated in its comprehensive analysis ofproposals offered to establish the
methodology,

we fully agree that using population to assess radio station fees is an improvement
over the current method for assessment ofAM and PM fees, assuming a
systematic schedule can be developed using accurate population class of station
data. The NAB proposal to use population within a station's area of coverage
offers greater specificity and flexibility than our current method ofassessing these
fees. [FN23] To obtain an accurate data base to implement such an improved fee
methodology, we corrected NAB's database, using the Commission's own records,
including official station files. The resulting compilation of stations, based on
official Commission records and the population coverage data provided to the
Commission by NAB, provided an accurate starting point for developing the
improved AM/FM fee schedule.

51. We next calculated the individual revenue requirements and resultant fees for
each class of station (e.g., AM Class A or PM Classes C, CI, C2 & B) under our
existing methodology for assessing radio station fees as shown in Attachment E.
In order to consider both population and class of station, we then multiplied that
fee by the population served to determine the weighted population. The weighted
approach also streamlines the schedule by allowing us to combine AM and PM
stations into a single "radio" category.

Fn 23 DataWorld MediaXpert Service prepared for NAB a calculation ofthe signal coverage for
each station, and overlaid this data onto 1990 decennial census population data to estimate the
population contained within each station's signal coverage area. For each AM station, estimated
soil conductivity data was retrieved for each of360 radial azimuths lIl'O\Dld the transmitter site, the
standard horizontal plane radiation pattern was calculated and any pertinent pattern augmentations
applied, and the distance to the 1mVIm field strength contour for each ofthe 360 radials was
calculated using the appropriate propagation curves and the FCC equivalent distance method For
each FM station, terrain averages were calculated from the USGSlDMA 3 arc second terrain
database for each of 360 radial azimuths, the HAAT was calculated using the height ofthe center
of radiation AMSL and processed with FM contour calculation software, pertinent directional
antenna infonnation was applied, and the distance to the 60 dBuV/m contour was calculated using
the appropriate FCC F[50,SO] curves. For both AM and FM, the distance to contoW' data was
applied to population counting software using 1990 census data to determine the total population
within each station's coverage area [end offn].

2.
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53. Next, we determined actual fees for each station. The simplest method
appeared to be one which used a "per population" average cost applied to the
weighted populations. To test this approach, we divided the sum ofall the
individual revenue requirements (from Attachment E as applied to each station
like the ones in column (b) in the table above) by the sum ofall the individual
populations. This "per pop" cost factor was then multiplied by each weighted
population to calculate a unique fee for each ~tion. Unfortunately, this particular
methodology resulted in an unwieldy and unacceptable range of fees. On a pure
per weighted population basis, fees would range from a high of$34,435 for a
Class B FM station in New York, with the highest weighted population, to a low
of $0.06 for a Class A FM station in Ludlow, CAs with the lowest weighted
population.

S4. Therefore, as an alternative to a pure weighted population fee assessment
methodology, we designed a schedule, similar to the Montana and NAB
proposals, which would place stations in wide bands with different fees for each
band. We established the ranges for the schedule by first deciding on minimum
and maximum fee amounts. In setting a minimum fee, we decided that it should
be no less than the AM Construction Permit fee which we calculated in
Attachment E to be $195. Therefore, we set the lowest radio fee at $200. In setting
a maximum fee, we compared the maximum radio fee contained in Public Law
103-66 for FY 1994 ($900) and the total revenue requirement for FY 1994 ($60.4
million) to the current FY 1997 revenue requirement ($152.5 million), and
calculated that a station which paid $900 in 1994 would now be subject to a fee of
$2,272. Because this would represent an unacceptably large increase in fees fOf
many fee payers, we decided to limit the maximum fee to $2,000. At the same
time, we decided to expand the number of actual fee classifications from the .
existing six (four AM and two FM) to ten. This allowed us to establish fee
classifications in $200 increments, with each increment containing the same
number of stations, resulting in a more equitable fee schedule while keeping the
size of the schedule relatively manageable.

3.

Report and Order, supra, 12 FCC Red 17161, 17180-182. The several elements used to
determine individual fees account for differences between AM and FM stations, and stations that
are located in the same city.

The methodology and assessment were applied to several examples offered by the Commission
with the following comment:



Mr. John Giannettino 4.

This schedule, which we adopt today, results in: (1) same class stations
in different size cities generally having different fees, (2) different class stations in
the same city generally having different fees, and (3) same class stations in the
same city generally having the same fee. In addition, it is generally 1rue that in
using this methodology: (1) larger stations and those located in larger
metropolitan areas tend to be assessed higher fees and (2) small stations and those
located in rural areas tend to be assessed lower fees. This fee schedule we have
adopted thus achieves the objectives ofboth the NAB and Montana proposals by
assessing fees based on class of station and populations served, thereby providing
a fair and equitable means ofdistinguishing between stations located in
metropolitan areas and those located in rural areas. Moreover, ifa licensee
believes that it has been improperly placed in a particular fee classification group
or that it will suffer undue financial hardship from the fee assessment, our rules
provide for waiver, reduction or deferral of a fee as described in § 1.1166 ofour
rules. 47 V.S.C § 1.1166.

Id, at 17183.

The Commission acknowledged then as now, that station licensees would be notified ofthe fee.
The report continued:

This methodology also requires that the Commission inform radio station
licensees as to their exact fee obligation. A Public Notice listing each station's call
letters, location, population, and the required fee will be mailed to each licensee.
The same information will also be available at our internet web site
http://www.fcc.gov). Interested parties may also obtain their applicable fee
amount for FY 1997 by calling the FCC's National Call Center at 1-888-225
5322. We have also provided detailed payment information for each radio station
as Attachment K to this Report and Order and will publish this list in the Federal
Register upon completion ofthis rulemaking.

Id, at 17183-84. Your station is listed in the Report and Order.

I hope this explanation ofthe process calms your concerns about the fairness applied to all
stations. Although I interpreted yoW' letter as primarily arequest for information, I also
considered it as a request to waive that portion of the fee that was greater than the fee paid by
KBUR-AM. Any request for relieffrom the fee amount must considered under the statute, 47
U.S.C. § 159 and 47 C.F.R. § 1.1166. The statute pennits the Commission to "waive, reduce, or
defer payment ofa fee in any specific instance for good cause shown, where such action would
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promote the public interest.n 47 U.S.C. lS9(d). However, the authority to waive fees is narrowly
defined (See Conference Report, HR. Rep. No. 453, 9!f" Cong., lIt Sess. 423) applying the
standard ofwhether an extraordinary or compelling reason has been demonstrated and would the
waiver of the fee overrides the public interest to collect the fee. Your request does not meet that
standard, thus to the extent you request a waiver or refund ofall or a portion of the fee, it is
denied.

Sincerely,

ger
ef Financial Officer
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October 6, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
Attn: Martha Conti Reg. Fees
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: KCPS-AM Burlington, Iowa Regulatory Fees

Dear Ms. Conti and other interested persons:
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Last month we paid $600 worth of regulatory fees for KCPS-AM, a "Class 0"

station authorized for 500 watts. The larger AM station in our town, KBUR-AM, paid

only $400. They are a "Class C" station authorized for 1,000 watts and they paid $200

less than us. The reason is the population count totals as listed by the F.C.C. I have

summarized the F. C.C. chart of all Burlington stations for your convenience.

STATION class Pop count FEE Power

*AM-KBUR "C" 140,561 $400. 1,000watts

*AM-KCPS "0" 189,736 $600. 500watts

*FM-KDMG "C3" 116,337 $1,000. 25,000watts

*FM-KGRS "Cl" 183,972 $1,400. 1OO,OOOwatts

*FM-KKMI "A" 53,409 $800. 3,000watts

My question is this: How can KCPS-AM have a higher "population count" than

any of these other stations? For example, KGRS-FM (Burlington, IA. same town as us)

literally covers each square-foot of territory that we do, and extends another 25 miles

208 JEFFERSON ST. • POST OFFICE BOX 946 • BURLINGTON, IOWA 52601 • (319) 754-6698



further in each direction. How can our population count possibly be larger? The other

AM in our town (KBUR) has a higher class ("C" instead of our "0") and twice the

power (1,000 watts vs. our 500 watts). Yet they pay $200 less per year. Further, we

have sundown to sunrise authorized power ofjust 67 watts, and they continue 24 hours

with 1,000 watts. Where's the justice in that?

Could you please adjust our population count lower for a lower fee? And further

discount our fee because of our low nighttime power. Our "averaged" population count

would have to take into account that half of our 24 hour broadcast day is with only 67

watts. I await your reply or your questions.
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BY: FEE CONTROL NUMBER

uate: JIZli/BU

Fee Control
Number

9709228835031011

Payor
Name

GIANNETIINO, JOHN

KCPS RADIO

208 JEFFERSON ST

Account
Number

FCC2043908

Received
Date

09/18197

BURLINGTON IA 52601

P~ment Callsign
Payment Current Seq ype Other A~licant Applicant Bad Detail Trans p~ment
Amount Balance Num Code Quantity Id ame Zip Check Amount Code ype

$600.00 $600.00 1 MGH7 1 KCPS GIANNETIINO. JOHN 52601 $600.00 1 PMT

Ibtal 1 S6UU.UU

Page 1 of 1
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

MAY 1 4 1999

DOCKer FILE COpy ORIGINAl.

Mr. Ira Hatchett
General Manager
Radio Station WBSL
Hancock Broadcasting, Inc.
1190 Casino Magic, Dr.
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520

Re: Request for Deferment of Regulatory
Fee Payment

Dear Mr. Hatchett

This is in response to your request to defer payment of the
Fiscal Year 1997 regulatory fee and late payment penalty for
Radio Station WBSL, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, licensed to
Hancock Broadcasting, Inc. You assert that the licensee needed a
six month deferral of the fee payment in order to raise the funds
required to pay the regulatory fee and penalty.

The Commission's policy is not to grant extensions of time or
permission to defer payment of regulatory fees except on the
basis of documented good cause. Your request for deferment, has
in effect afforded you an additional four months in which to pay
the fee. In the absence of appropriate documentation you have
not established a basis for a further deferral of the time in
which to pay the regulatory fee and penalty.

Payment of the FY 1997 regulatory fee in the amount of $1,000 and
the late payment penalty of $250 for Radio Station WESL is now
due. The Commission's records further indicate that the FY 1998
regulatory fee of $600 is unpaid, and that fee and a late payment
penalty of $150 are also due. The aggregate amount of $2,000 in
regulatory fees and penalties should be filed together with a
Form FCC 159 (copy enclosed) within 15 days from the date of this
letter. You are cautioned, that the failure to submit payment as
required, may result in further sanctions and the initiating of a
proceeding to recover the fees and penalties pursuant to the
provisions of the Debt Collection Act.



Mr. Ira Hatchett 2.

If you have any questions concerning payment of the fee and
penalty, please call the Chief, Fee Section at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

Officer

Enclosure
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December 1, 1999

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

OFACEOF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Mr. Raymond W. Woolfenden, Sr.
President
Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.
214 South Main Street
P.O. Box 189
Dumfries, Virginia 22026

Re: Fee Control Number 9805068835125001
Fiscal Year 1997 Regulatory Fees for Station WPWC (AM)

Dear Mr. Woolfenden:

This replies to your letter dated February 15, 1999 and your earlier correspondence dated
December 29, 1998. The several letters pertain to a single issue and an ongoing effort to resolve
and collect the regulatory fee due for fiscal year (FY) 1997.

Given your several letters and the Commission's decisions in this matter, I will briefly recount
the history of this matter before discussing the contents ofyour last letter.

Initially on September 22, 1997, you requested that the Commission waive the regulatory fees
due for your station, WPWC, Dumfries, Virginia. Later in March 1998, you properly reminded
the Commission of that request, and you supplemented your filing with a copy of the corporate
tax return filed by the Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc., the license holder for WPWC. You
were notified by letter dated May 11, 1998, that the request was dismissed because you failed to
"establish a compelling case of fmancial hardship." You were advised you could file a "further
request for deferment and waiver supported by appropriate documentation" within 30 days. On
June 1, 1998, you responded by briefly stating the station's business income for the months
January through May 1998, and further stating your estimated average monthly expenses. This
information did not explain your claim ofhardship for FY 1997, and the request for
reconsideration was denied on November 17, 1998.

That letter advised you that you were required to pay the required fee, $1,600 (less $25 paid)
within 30 days. That denial was a final decision, and payment was due as stated. You were
advised that you were subject to possible sanctions for nonpayment of the regulatory fee if the
debt was not resolved within the time allowed. Instead of paying the fee, you responded with a
letter dated December 29, 1998. In that letter you mentioned "Chapter 11 was filed several years
ago [and your were] still trying to keep the doors open." You also mentioned that Happy
Broadcasting Company owed tax judgments of $1 0,000 and $30,000, and unpaid salaries of
$3,000. You were advised by letter dated January 27, 1999, from the FCC, Billings and
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Collections Branch that your payment was past due, and a late penalty required under 47 C.F.R.
§ 1.1164 was due. On February IS, 1999, you filed another request for waiver of the FY 97 fees.

Your request that the FCC waive your requirement to pay regulatory fees for FY 97 was decided
for the last time in November 1998 when it was denied. Because the period for filing a petition
for reconsideration has lapsed, the decision is final, thus the request in your letters dated
December 29, 1998 and February IS, 1999 is again dismissed, and this time with prejudice. The
matter of waiver of FY 97 regulatory fees and reconsideration of the denial of the waiver were
fmal on November 17, 1998. Your fee and the penalty are due, and there are no opportunities for
additional consideration of the FY 1997 fees. You should have submitted the fee at the time you
requested the waiver by following the procedure required by 47 C.F.R. § 1.1166. Had you done
so, you would not have incurred the penalty of25% of the fee. You are credited with the $25
you paid along with your letter dated March 10, 1998, but you still owe for this filing the amount
of the fee, $1,575 plus a penalty of $400, for a total of$I,975.

You must pay the fee and the penalty (a total of $1,975) not later than 30 days from the
date of this letter. Should you fail to make the payment in the full amount within the time
allowed, you may face additional sanctions provided in 47 C.F.R. § 1.1164. For example,
the Commission may revoke an existing instrument of authorization for failure to file a
regulatory fee. I encourage you to immediately pay your fees for 1997.

Sincerely,

e r
.efFinancial Officer



Raymond Woolfenden. Sr.
"Cousin Ray"

President

Doris Woolfenden
Comptroller

-.. '" .. -

Wonderful Prince William County
Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.

Top Shot Country Sound

214 South Main Street
P.O. Box 189

Dumfries, Virginia 22026
(703) 221-1480/221-1124

FEBRUARY 15,1999

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMHISSION
REGULATORY FEES
P.O. BOX 358835
PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 15251_5835

RE: HAPPy BROADCASTlNG COMPANI INC. (TRADING AS WPWC 1480 AM
DUMFRlES, TRIANGLE, VIRGINIA

DEAR SIR OR MADAM:

I HAVE TRIED TO KEEP THE STATION ON THE AIR DUE TO SEVERAL MAJOR
OPERATIONS AND BEING 83 YEARS OF AGE, I AM NOT ABLE TO BE OUT AND
SELLING ADVERTISING THE WAY I ONCE DID.
THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A SALES PERSON EXCEPT FOR MYSELF SINCE WE
S'rARTED 25 YEAR.S AGO AS WQVA AND THEN TO WPWC.

I REQUESTED A WAIVER THREE TIMES: MARCH 10,1998, JUNE 1,1998 AND
DECEMBER "29,1998. THIS IS MY FOURTH REQUEST. WE ARE ABLE TO MEET
OUR LIVING EXPENSES THRU MY WIFES SOCIAL SECURITY AND HER SELLING
AVON,AND MY SOCIAL SECURITY AND I RECIEVE A DISABLE PENSION CHECK
OF 212.00 PER MONTH.
WE ARE UNABLE TO OORROW MONEY DUE TO SEVERAL JUDGDlENTS AGAINT THE
CORP. I HAVE TRIED TO KEEP THE STATION WPWC ON THE AIR.
IRS 39,000.00 WHICH WE MAKE PAYMENTS BY THE MONTH OF $700.00.
PRINCE WILLIlIM COUNTY TAXES (9,000.00 WHICH WE PAID 4,000.00 to in
1998,VERY LITTLE WENT ON PRINCIPAL MOST WAS INTmEST.
HARRIS CORP JUDGEMENT 10,000.00.

LIST »ICLOSED OF D.J,S WHICH HAVE LEFT WP.tIC NONE PAIMENT OF 6,913.00.

14.Y WIFE AND I HAVE NEVER RECIEVED SALARY FROM CORP, BUT THERE HAS BEEN
MANY TIMES THAT WE HAVE HAD TO PUT FUNDS BACK INTO CORP TO KEEP THE
DOORS OPEN. .
ALSO »ICL05l£D FOUR BILLS PRETAINING TO PAST DUE. I HAVE TRIED TO WORK
OUT PAYMENTS WITH 'rHESE COMPANIES. KOSI' HAVE AGREEDED TO WORK WITH ME.

WE HAVE OUR LIFE SAVING AND SHARE HOLDERS TIED UP IN THIS STATION. SO WE
ARE ASKING AT THIS TIME FOR A WAIVER SO IN SCJ4E WAY WE CAN SAVE THE IEARS
WE HAVE PtJI' IN'rO IT AND NOT CLOSE THE MRS.
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HAVE TRIED TO SELL BUT SO FAR NO RESPOND BECAUSE OF THE SKALL AMOUNT OF
BUSINESS WE DO.

STIlJ., HOPING TO GET SOMEONE TO TAKE OVER STATION SO WE WON:T HAVE TO
CLOSE IT.

THE ELECTRIC BILL FOR 'fHE TOWERS w::>ULD RUN US ABOur A $100.00 A HONl'H
IF WE CLOSED. SO HOPING SOMEHOW THIS ;,uN: T HAPPEN



Raymond Woolfenden, Sr.
"Cousin Ray"

President

Doris Woolfenden
Comptroller

Wonderful Prince William County
Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.

Top Shot Country Sound

214 South Main Street
P.O. Box 189

Dumfries, Virginia 22026
(703) 221-1480 /221-1124

March 10, 1998

Federal Communications Commission
Regulatory Fees
P.O. Box 358835
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15251-5835

Re: Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc. (trading as WPWC 1480 AM
Dumfriestrriangle) License Expires 10-1-2003

Dear Sir or Madam:

Attached is a copy of my letter dated September 22, 1997 responding to your request of
payment of $1.600.00, the new regulatory fee. My letter was sent certified mail to Claudett Pride at the
FCC, Washington, D.C. address asking for a waiver of this fee, of which I have never received a
response.

At this time, WPWC only has one sales personnel which is myself, Ray Woolfenden, Sr. I am
now 82 years old and had a major back operation and recently have had several eye operations which
means that I am unable to drive and this has cut into the time I spend being able to make sales calls.

On March 6, 1998 I received a letter from the FCC stating that I had 20 days to pay the fee of
$1,600.00. It has been very hard to keep up with the daily obligations, but I am continuing to do so. I
am enclosing a cashiers check for $25.00 and will send more as I am able.

I would appreciate it if you could check into the original request I sent. Thank you for your
consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Raymond W. Woolfenden, Sr.

Attachment: Letter dated 9/2'2197
Copy of certified mail receipt

cc: Ms. Claudett Pride
FCC
1979 M. Street. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554



Raymond Woolfenden, Sr.
"Cousin Ray"

President

Wonderful Prince William County
Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.

Top Shot Country Sound

214 South Main Street
P.O. Box 189

Dumfries, Virginia 22026
(703) 221-1480/221-1124

Doris Woolfenden
Comptroller JUNE 1.1998

5.422.45
4.579.55
4.415.00
7.348.65
7.350.00

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

REGULATORY ....EES
P.O. BOX 358835
PITTSBURG. PAl 15251-5835

REa HAPPY BROADCASTING COMPANY. INC. (tradlhg- as WPWC 1480AH
DUMFRI~~/rRIANGLE) LICENSE EXPIRES to-I-2003

DEAR SIR OR MADAMa

WPWC BAa< AGAIN ASKING FOR A WAIVER OF THE $1600.00 FEE.

ENCLOSED TAX FORMS FOR DECEMBl!."R 31.1996. \iE WILL NOT HAVE

1997 UNTIL AUGUST 1998.

BUSINESS FOR 1998
JANUARY

FEBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL

MAY

EXPENSES PER MONTH APROX. $ 7.000.00..
t 998 TO DATE WE. ARE IN THE RED.

RAYMOND \;QOLFENDEN SR.



DECEHBER 29,1998

FEDERAL COHHUNl.CAT10NS COUIUSSION
UASHING'rON, D.C. 20554-

'r1i~AS M. HOWRAN
IlC'rlNG ASSOCIATE HANAGING
DIli,r;CTOR FINANCIAL OPFI~J\T10NS

REI REQUEST FOR \-:AlVifB OF REC'rULA'l'ORY F6E
MR. RAYf.10ND WOOLP&NDEN SR
PHhSl~NT

HAPry BROADcAsrING WMPANY INC.
214 SOUTH KAlN STREET
P.O. DOX 1€9
DUMFRlt;S, VIRGINIA 22026

oc;AR 3IRa

I HEt,lUESTED A WAlVll;R TWO TlMES. THIS IS THE 'tH1RD TIME.
CHAPl'ER 11 WAS FlIED Sl!;VERAL YEARS AGO. WE AJili STILL TRYING 'f0 Kt;EP THE DOORS
OPhN. .
DOlUS WOOLP'ENDEN"':' AND MYSELF RAYMOND WOOLFENDEN SR. HAVE NEVER IN ALMOsr 25
YEJ\RS RKCIEVED A PAYCHECK. DORIS WOOLFENDEN SELLS AVON TO 14F.b"T LIVING'
hXPENSES. I REClEVE A SlALL DISABILITY I'i1,NSION AND SOCIAL SECURITY. THIS HOW
wE IL:Xl' OUR LIVING tXPENSES.
HAPPY BROADCASTING COMPANY INC. HAVE A JUDG~EN'l' AGAINST IT FOR TAXES AT
$10,000.00 AND F~ IRS FOR $ 30,000.00 AND SEVtR4L CYrHERS WHICH OUR
A'rl'ORNEY HmBERT ROSEBLUK HAS DEEN ABIE SO FAR TO HELP US KEEP THE DOORS
opm, viHlCH \or'E ARE TRYING HARD TO to. WE HAVE OUR LIFE SAVINGS TIED' If II
THl~ RADIO STATION AND A1S!CYr 25 YEARS OF WORK.
IN ANSWER TO MY LAST REIolUKST IT WAS STATED W.t:: Wi!RE ABlE 'ro PAY THE REGULATORY
FEE. WISH S0K&9NE COULD TELL ME H~. WE ALSO O'NE ~3,OOO.OO IN BACK WAGES
WlUCH WE UNABtg TO PAY. HAVB !'OUGHT SO HARD TO IiliEP THE DOORS OPEN.
liE HUMBLY C(l(E AGAIN ASKING FOR A \,JAIVER TO JiliLP US STAY AFlIJAT TO SUCH TlKE
wE AR~ ABLE TO Gh"T THE STATION SOLD AND GEl' SOMETHING OUT 'rHAT lo£ HAVE PUT INTO
u. ,
tlUlOST 25 n;ARS OF \'IORK AND OUR LIFE SAVINGS ARE AT STAKE.
~>HOULD THE FCC NEED INFOHMATION ON FlUNG OF CHAPTER 1"w'OULD BE HAPPY TO FURNISH
OR T ," HER J tl,rr AGAINST US t~D THE IRS STATmmrs.



MUl~ase, L.e.
9001 B k Road, Suite 230
Springfield, VA 22151

TO:

WPWCRadio
Box 187
Dumfres, VA 22026

Statement

1__2/2I99_

DA

_

T

_

E

__

AMOUNT DUE AMOUNTENC.

$1,610.14

DATE TRANSACTION AMOUNT BALANCE

12/31/97 Balance forward 0.(
01/01/98 INV #449 1,186.04 1,186.(
04/10/98 INV#450 134.00 1,320.(
10/02/98 PMT -300.00 1,020'<
10/05/98 PMT -134.00 886'<
11/08/98 INV #459 724.10 1,610.1

,
~,

\

.

..........
~ ~.

\

CURRENT 1-30 DAYS PAST 31-60 DAYS PAST! 61·90 DAYS PAST. OVER 90 DAYS
) AMOUNT DUEDUE DUE DUE PAST DUE

( 724.~
/

0.00 0.00 0.00 886.04 ./ $1,610.14

~- ~

---------



February 9, 1999

Mr. Raymond Wolfenden, President
Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.
Box 189
214 S. Main Street
Dumfries, Virginia 22026

Re: WPWC-AM

Dear Mr. Wolfenden:

Stuart ROM"
AssocIate Attorney

I have discussed your account with our credit department, and in
particular your settlement offer which would entail sending double fee
payments on a monthly basis.

Unfortunately, your proposal is not acceptable, as it would not
eliminate your balance within a sufficient time period. However, we would
be willing to discuss a plan whereby your outstanding balance would be
paid in its entirety within six months.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me.

very~~,y yours,

ct!::.

' /,t ,. t/./../1
./ (;V?f~

.../ / Stuart Rosen

cc: Pat Naar

,.
"r

320 West 57th Street, New VI)(\(, NY 10019-3790 (212) 830-2562 Fax: (212) 397-0789 E-MaIl: srosenObmI.com

'.,' -,

m



January 26, 1999

Mr. Raymond Woolfenden
Happy Bcstg Co Inc
PO Box 189
Dumfries, VA 22026

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Re: WPWC-AM
License Fee Account

Dear Mr. Woolfenden:

Stuart Rosen
Associate Attorney

Our records indicate that you have not paid your BMI license fees
in a timely manner. The amount of $2,216.22 is due for fees
billed through January 1, 1999.

Your failure to pay your license fees in full impairs BMl 1 s
ability to meet its obligations to affiliated songwriters and
music publishers whose music you are broadcasting.

Accordingly, unless we receive full and immediate payment of your
outstanding balance, we may be forced to take legal action
against you for collection of the overdue fees in order to
protect the rights of our affiliates.

Very YUly yours,

ua~~1fY~
Associate Attorney

SR:sd

320 Wesl57th Street. New York. NY 10019·3790 (212) 830-2562 Fax: (212) 397-0789



BROADCAST LICENSING DEPARTMENT

ASCAP
December 7, 1998

RADIO STATION WPWC
HAPPY BROADCASTING CO., INC.
PO BOX 189
DUMFRIES VA 22026

BALANCE: $3,357.37
REPORTS DUE: NONE

Dear Broadcaster:

Our records indicate that your account is past due in
submitting the items indicated above.

Unless all outstanding payments and/or reports are submitted
to ASCAP within ten (10) days, your account will be referred to a
collection agency.

Please give this matter your immediate attention. If you have
any questions, please contact me.

.Very truly yours,

ASCAP BUILDING. ONE liNCOLN PLAZA. NEW YORK. NY 10023. 1.800.99ASCAP· FAX 212.621.6446

.. - .._-----------_•._---------



OFF1CEOF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

January 27, 1999

--.
r .~

<.-

-. ~

.-.
I

Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc
214 South Main Street
P.O. Box ]89
Dumfries, VA 22026

REF: 1997 Regulatory Fees
Station WPWC (AM)

Dear Gentlemen:

r·

( .

l

This is the second demand for payment. If payment is not made within 30 days of this letter, or in the
alternative, proof of payment or documentation establishing that you are exempt from the regulatory fee
requirement, any pending actions for this station is subject to dismissal, and any subsequent requests for
Commission action may be subject to denial until this debt is satisfied.

Payment of the 51,600 1997 regulatory fee, and the 25% late payment penalty assessed under 47 C.F.R. §
J.] ]64, are now due. Payment in full of52,000 should be remitted with the enclosed Form 159 to the Federal
Communications Commission, P.O. Box 358835, Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5835, pursuant to instructions on the
Fonn 159. You should also review your records to ensure that payments are made for any auxiliary stations
associated with the reference call sign, for any other calls signs assigned to you, or for any prior fiscal years for
which payments are due.

You are advised that failure to Pay the regulatory fees and penalties as described above may result in the
imposition of further sanctions under 47 C.F.R. § 1.1164. If you have any questions concerning the fees, you
may contact me at (202) 4] 8-] 995.

Sincerely, IJ
$td?ttzJrA~' /'

Regina W. Dorsey, Chief. -
BiIIings & CO!!~cti0m:BI"3.'lch

Enclosure

\



Raymond Woolfenden. Sr.
"Cousin Ray"

President

Wonderful Prince William County
Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.

Top Shot Country Sound

214 South Main Street
P.O. Box 189

Dumfries, Virginia 22026
(703) 221-1480/221-1124

Doris Woolfenden
Comptroller

DECEMBER 29,1998

FEDERAL CONMUNICATIONS CONNISSION
\'JASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

THOMAS M. HOLLERAN
ACTING ASSOCIATB I'~ANAGING

DIRECTOR FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

~,

r'
• J j

DEAR 3IR:

REQUEST FOR 'VIAlVER OF REGULATORY FEE
MR. Rj.~YHuND viOOLFENDEN SR
PRESIDENT
HAFPY BROADCASTING COMPANY INC.
214 SOUTH HAIN STREET
P.O. BOX 1e9
DUMFRIES, VIRGINIA 22026

RE:

I REQUESTED A WAIVER TWO TIMBS. THIS IS THE THIRD TIME.
CHAPTER 11 vIAS FILED SEVERAL YEARS AGO. 'tiE ARE STILL TRYING TO KEEP THE roORS
OPEN.
DORIS WOOLFENDEN AND MYSELF RAYl10ND I'100LFENDEN SR. HAVE NEVER IN ALHOST 25
YEi\.RS RECIEVED A PAYCHECK. DORIS WOOLFENDEN SELLS AVON TO MEET LIVING
EXPENSES. I RECIEVE A g{ALL DISABILITY PENSION AND SOCIAL SECURITY. THIS HOW
WE Mi:ZI' OUR LIVING EXPENSES.
HAPPY BROADCASTING COMPANY INC. HAVE A JUDGEMENT AGAINST IT FOR TAXES AT
$10,000.00 AND FOR IRS FOR $ 30,000.00 AND SEVER~ OTHERS i';1iICH OUR
ATTORNEY HERBERT ROSEBLUM HAS BEEN ABLE SO FA.R TO HELP US KEEP THE DOORS
JP~, :-tHICH \-liE ARE TRYING HARD TO 00. viE HAVZ OUR LIFE SAVINGS TIED UP IN
THIS RADIO STATION Al\.'D AL3vIOT 25 YErillS OF ~:ORK.

IN ANSWER TO HY LAST REQUEST IT \;1AS STATED 1,riE \villE ABLE TO PhY THE REGULATORY
FEE. WISH SOMEONE COULD TELL ME HOW. \,'E ALSO ovm: $3,000.00 IN BACK WAGES
WHICH WE UNABLE TO PAY. HAVE FOUGHT SO HARD TO w;P THE DOORS OPEN.
HE HUMBLY COME AGAIN ASKING FOR A }/AlVER TO HELP US STAY AFLOAT TO SUCH TIME
~~.ARE ABLE TO GET THE STATION SOLD AND GEl' SOHETHING OUT THAT ~'JE HAVF~JT ~ ii
AmOST 25 YEARS OF \'iORK AND OUR LIFE SAVINGS ARE AT STAKE. ~:i _ .b.~
SHOULD THE FCC NEZD INFORMATION ON FlUNG OF CHAPTER 11,WOULD BE HAPP~ FURNtsH :--§~
OR T HER JUDG ENT AGAINST US AND THE IRS STAT:rl1EmS. :",:.~I N &f::~

".;--~ ,... " .;:)Jt
--,~ -,.., ""D

j ,'...~- e.v 0 ,,.., ;;e
J t i .::::!:?'-2'e:;,'C>
r~e.:.: ..... .-
"'-' -f_

Ir': -.::tJ
~ O.-.. ;:;:

en



Raymond Woolfmdc:D. Sr.
"Cousin Ray"

President

Doris Woolf=den
Comptroller

Wonderful Prince William County
Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.

Top Shot Country Sound

214 South Main Street
P.O. Box 189

Dumfries, Virginia 22026
(703) 221·1480/221·1124

March 10, 1998

Federal Communications Commission
clo Claudett Pride
1979 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc. (trading as WPWC 1480 AM
Dumfriesffriangle) License Expires 10-1·2003

Dear Sir or Madam:

Attached is a copy of my letter dated September 22, 1997 responding to your request of
payment of $1,600.00, the new regulatory fee. My letter was sent certified mail to Claudett Pride at the
FCC, Washington, D.C. address asking for a waiver of this fee, of which I have never received a
response.

At this time, WPWC only has one sales personnel which is myself, Ray Woolfenden, Sr. I am
now 82 years old and had a major baCk operation and recently have had several eye operations which
means that I am unable to drive and this has cut into the time I spend being able to make sales calls.

On March 6, 1998 I received a letter from the FCC stating that I had 20 days to pay the fee of
$1,600.00. It has been very hard to keep up with the daily obligations, but I am continuing to do so. I
am enclosing a cashiers check for $25.00 and will send more as I am able. !

\=-c,.; , o50~ 30.351.;25001
I would appreciate it if you could check into the original request I sent. Thank you for your

consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Raymond W. Woolfenden, Sr.

Attachment: Letter dated 9fl2197
Copy of certified mail receipt

cc: Federal Communications Commission
Regulatory Fees
P.O. Box 358835
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15251-5835



OFFICE OF
MANAONG ClAECTOA

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Wah~~.D.C.20554

May 11. 1998

Mr. Raymond Woolfenden, Sr.
President
Happy Broadcasting, Company
214 South Main Street
P.O. Box 189
Dumfries, VA 22026

Inc.

RE: Request for Waiver of Regulatory F~e

Dear Mr. Woolfenden:

This is in response to your request for a waiver of the Fiscal
Year (FY) 1997 regulatory fee for AM Radio Station WPWC,
Dumfries, Virginia, licensed to Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.
You argue that the fee will be a financial hardship for the
station.

In establishing its regulatory fee program, the Commission
recognized that in certain instances payment of a regulatory fee
may impose an undue financial hardship upon a licensee. Thus,
the Commission decided to grant waivers or reductions of its
regulatory fees in those instances where a "petitioner presents a
compelling case of financial hardship." Implementation of Section
9 of the Communications Act, 9 FCC Rcd 5333, 5346 (1994),.
reconsideration granted, 10 FCC Red 12759 (1995). The Commission
further held that regulatees can establish financial need by
submitting:

(I)nformation such as a balance sheet and profit
and loss statement (audited, if available), a cash
flow projection . . . (with an explanation of how
calculated), a list of their officers and their
individual compensation, together with a list of their
highest paid employees, other than officers, and the
amount of their compensation, or similar information.

10 FCC Rcd at 12761-2762.

In determining whether a licensee has sufficient revenues to pay
its regulatory fees, the Commission relies upon a licensee's cash
flow, as opposed to the entity'S profits. Thus, although
deductions for amortization and depreciation, which do not affect
cash flow, and payments to principals, reduce gross income for
tax purposes, those deductions also represent money which is
considered to be available to pay the regulatory fee.

In the absence of appropriate documentation, you have failed to
establish a compelling case of financial hardship. Therefore,



Mr. Raymond Woolfenden, Sr. 2.

your request for waiver of WPWC's regulatory fee is dismissed.
Accordingly, Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc. should file an FCC
Form 159 (copy enclosed) with its FY 1997 regulatory fee of
$1,600 within 30 days from the date of this letter. If Happy
Broadcasting Company, Inc., can establish, however, that payment
of the regulatory fee would create a compelling financial
hardship, you may file a further request for deferment and waiver
supported by appropriate documentation, within 30 days from the
date of this letter.

If you have any questions concerning the regulatory fees, please
call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

T s M. Holleran
Acting Associate Managing

Director - Financial Operations

Enclosure
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Payment Transactions Detail Report
BY: FEE CONTROL NUMBER

Date: 9/14/98

Fee Control
Number

8805068835125001

Payor
Name

HAPPY BROADCASTING CO INC WPWC

POBOX 189

214S MAIN

Account
Number

FCC2055160

Received
Date

05J05198

DUMFRIES VA 22026

Payment Callslgn
Payment Current Seq Applicant Applicant Bad Detail Trans Payment

BaJance_ Num !~~ Quantity ~er Name Zip Check Amount Code_

TOtal
$25.00

1

$25.00 1 MUB7 WPWC HAPPY BROADCASTING CO INC WPWC

Pagel of 1

22026 $25.00 1

$25.00

PMT



FEDERAl COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

MOV 1 7 1998

OFFICE OF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Mr. Raymond W. Woo1fenden, Sr.
President
Happy Broadcasting, Inc.
214 South Main Street
P.O. Box 189
Dumfries, VA 22026

Re: Request for Waiver of Regulatory Fee
Fee control # 9805068835125001
Fee Paid: $25

Dear Mr. Woo1fenden:

This is in response to your request for a waiver of the Fiscal
Year (FY) 1997 regulatory fee for AM Radio Station WPWC,
Dumfries, Virginia, licensed to Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.
(WPWC). You argue that the fee will be a financial hardship for

WPWC. In support of your request you submitted WPWC's tax return
for 1996.

In establishing its regulatory fee program, the Commission
recognized that in certain instances payment of a regulatory fee
may impose an undue financial hardship upon a licensee. Thus,
the Commission decided to grant waivers or reductions of its
regulatory fees in those instances where a "petitioner presents a
compelling case of financial hardship." Implementation of Section
9 of the Communications Act, 9 FCC Rcd 5333, 5346 (1994),
reconsideration granted, 10 FCC Rcd 12759 (1995).

In determining whether a licensee has sufficient revenues to pay
its regulatory fees, the Commission relies upon a licensee's cash
flow, as opposed to the entity's profits. Thus, although
deductions for amortization and depreciation, which do not affect
cash flow, and payments to principals, reduce gross income for
tax purposes, those deductions also represent money which is
considered to be available to pay the regulatory fee.

Here although WPWC's tax return indicates a small loss, the loss
is exceeded by both the deduction for depreciation and the
interest payments to you as president of the licensee. These
deductions represent money which is considered available to pay
the regulatory fees. Therefore, your request for waiver of
WPWC's regulatory fee is denied.

Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc. was assessed an FY 1997
regulatory fee of $1,600 for Radio Station WPWC. It has paid $25
toward its FY 1997 regu1~tory fee obligation. Happy Broadcasting
Company, Inc. should submit the unpaid balance of its FY 1997



Mr. Raymond W. Woolfenden, Sr. 2.

regulatory fee of $1,575 together with an FCC Form 159 (copy
enclosed), within 30 days from the date of this letter. If you
have any questions concerning the fee payment, please call the.
Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

Mark Reger
Chief Financial Officer

Enclosure



OFFICE OF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

May 11, 1998

Mr. Raymond Woolfenden, Sr.
President
Happy Broadcasting, Company
214 South Main Street
P.O. Box 189
Dumfries, VA 22026

Inc.

RE: Request for Waiver of Regulatory Fee

Dear Mr. Woolfenden:

This is in response to your request for a waiver of the Fiscal
Year (FY) 1997 regulatory fee for AM Radio Station WPWC,
Dumfries, virginia, licensed to Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.
You argue that the fee will be a financial hardship for the
station.

In establishing its regulatory fee program, the Commission
recognized that in certain instances payment of a regulatory fee
may impose an undue financial hardship upon a licensee. Thus,
the Commission decided to grant waivers or reductions of its
regulatory fees in those instances where a "petitioner presents a
compelling case of financial hardship." Implementation of Section
9 of the Communications Act, 9 FCC Rcd 5333, 5346 (1994),
reconsideration granted, 10 FCC Rcd 12759 (1995). The Commission
further held that regulatees can establish financial need by
submitting:

[I]nformation such as a balance sheet and profit
and loss statement (audited, if available), a cash
flow projection (with an explanation of how
calculated), a list of their officers and their
individual compensation, together with a list of their
highest paid employees, other than officers, and the
amount of their compensation, or similar information.

10 FCC Rcd at 12761-2762.

In determining whether a licensee has sufficient revenues to pay
its regulatory fees, the Commission relies upon a licensee's cash
flow, as opposed to the entity's profits. Thus, although
deductions for amortization and depreciation, which do not affect
cash flow, and payments to principals, reduce gross income for
tax purposes, those deductions also represent money which is
considered to be available to pay the regulatory fee.

In the absence of appropriate documentation, you have failed to
establish a compelling case of financial hardship. Therefore,



Mr. Raymond Woolfenden, Sr. 2.

your request for waiver of WPWC's regulatory fee is dismissed.
Accordingly, Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc. should file an FCC
Form 159 (copy enclosed) with its FY 1997 regulatory fee of
$1,600 within 30 days from the date of this letter. If Happy
Broadcasting Company, Inc., can establish, however, that payment
of the regulatory fee would create a compelling financial
hardship, you may file a further request for deferment and waiver
supported by appropriate documentation, within 30 days from the
date of this letter.

If you have any questions concerning the regulatory fees, please
call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

T 0 s M. Holleran
Acting Associate Managing

Director - Financial Operations

Enclosure



Raymond Woolfenden. Sr.
"Cousin Ray"

President

Doris Woolfenden
Comptroller

.. I . .
-.;Jeo-l Wonderful Prince William County

Happy Broadcasting Company, Inc.
Top Shot Country Sound

214 South Main Street
P.O. Box 189

Dumfries, Virginia 22026
(703) 221-1480/221-1124
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