
This is a consumer's view of DTV copy protection

Recent discussions of DTV copy protection have me quite concerned. As a
consumer, I feel you should know that I have no intention of adopting a
standard that includes copy protection. Here are my reasons:

1) In 1984, the US Supreme Court ruled that Americans are legally
entitled to make copies of television programs for their personal use.

2) Television programs are often funded by advertisements and are thus
already paid for by consumers (even if they don't watch).

3) Cable movie channels are paid for by their subscribers.

4) Having paid for these programs, I feel I have the right to watch them
when I want (time shifting) and as often as I want (archiving).

The US public has rejected copy protected technologies. DAT, DCC, and
MiniDisc are recent examples of this rejection. I am quite convinced that
if DTV is also copy protected, it too will fail. Too much public and
private money has been invested in DTV to allow it to fail, so I urge you
to enforce a ban on DTV copy protection.


