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REPLY COMMENTS
OF THE

MAINE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION,
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND

ENERGY, AND OREGON PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service

Low-Volume Long Distance Users

Access Charge Reform

Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers

Coalition for Affordable Local and Long
Distance Services (CALLS) Modified Proposal

In the Matter of

The Maine Public Utilities Commission, the Massachusetts Department of

Telecommunications and Energy and the Oregon Public Utility Commission

(commenting states) respectfully submit these reply comments in the above-referenced

proceeding.

On March 8, 2000, the Coalition for Affordable Local and Long Distance Services

(CALLS) filed an ex parte submission outlining a modified version of its original

proposal to reform the Commission's access charge, price cap and universal service

rules. The Commission has asked for comment and replies regarding the modified

CALLS plan.
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While we are aware of and share some of the concerns of the other stateI. commenters and of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners

(NARUC), we believe the underlying principle of the CALLS proposal, which is to reduce

traffic-sensitive charges to a level that equals economic traffic sensitive costs, is worthy

of favorable consideration. Moving those costs to that level will improve economic

efficiency and promote consumer welfare. Moreover, the revised CALLS II plan

contains several changes that increase its benefits to customers. The amount of

savings for low volume customers is greater than in the original CALLS proposal.

According to AT & T, CALLS II will reduce the bill for an AT & T customer who makes

no interexchange calls by over $4.50 per month. It also appears that Lifeline customers

will receive greater reductions. Finally, the CALLS proposal provides the Commission

the opportunity to address current access charge, price cap and interstate universal
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service rules, which have not been addressed comprehensively since the enaction of

the Telecommunication Act of 1996.

So long as the impact on other prices is reasonable and the resulting total

charges to customers remain affordable and comparable between urban and rural

areas, we urge the Commission to give favorable consideration to the CALLS proposal.

Oregon Public Utility Commission
550 Capitol Street, N. E., Suite 215
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Washington DC 20515

Russell Blau

Swidler &Berlin Shereff Friedman
Excel Communications Inc

3000 KStreet NW Suite 300

Washington DC 20007

Cynthia Miller

Intergovernmental Counsel

Florida Public Service Commission

Capital Circle Office Center
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