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Re: Written Ex Parte Submission
IB Docket No. 99-81 /

----..J

ET Docket No. 95-18
RM-9328

Dear Ms. Salas:

Pursuant to Section 1.l206(b)(1) of the Commission's rules, enclosed herewith please
find six copies of an ex parte letter from David Otten, President and CEO of Celsat America, Inc.
(t1Celsattl

). Mr. Otten's letter responds to certain assertions made by William Wallace, counsel to
Globalstar, L.P., in his ex parte letter submitted on April 27, 2000. 1 As Mr. Otten demonstrates in the
enclosed letter, Celsat's 2 GHz MSS system will be fully 3G compatible.

Please direct any questions concerning this matter to the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

/P~~_\--
Brian Weimer

-
See Letter to Magalie Roman Salas from William Wallace, counsel to Globalstar, filed April 27, 2000 in
IB Docket No. 99-81.
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CELSAT AMERICA, INC.
532 SOUTH GERTRUDA AVENUE

REDONDO BEACH, CA 90277

May 18,2000

Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals, 12 th Street Lobby
445 12th St., SW, Counter TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Written Ex Parte Submission
IB Docket 99-81
ET Docket 95-18
RM-9328

Dear Ms. Salas:

I am the President and CEO of Celsat America, Inc., which is an
applicant in the Commission's 2 GHz MSS proceeding. I am submitting this letter to
clarify certain issues raised in the ex parte letter submitted by William Wallace, counsel
to Globalstar, L.P., on April 27, 2000.

In the April 27 letter, Globalstar attempts to undermine the solid evidence
submitted by Celsat to the Commission on March 15, 2000 demonstrating that the
Celsat MSS system is fully 3G compatible. To this end, Globalstar's letter quotes a
portion - but not the entirety - of a paragraph from a letter written by Dr. Peter
Karabinis, Ericsson's world-renowned expert on mobile satellite systems, which was
included as part of Celsat's March 15 submission. While I am certain that the

Commission's staff would notice that an excised portion ofDr. Karabinis's letter does
not tell the whole story concerning Celsat's 3G compatibility (as Globalstar apparently
would have the Commission believe), I think it is important to set the record straight
concerning just what Dr. Karabinis stated in his letter to me.



The complete quote from Dr. Karabinis's letter is as follows:

This is to confirm that if Celsat is based on the GMSS (S
GSM) air interface standard, developed jointly by Ericsson and
Lockheed Martin, Celsat will be 100% 3G compatible. The
GMSS air interface is an open standard and is, by design, a very
close derivative of terrestrial GSM. As such, GMSS is capable
of specifying and enabling for the satellite mode all high speed
packetized data services currently under development for GSM.
The evolutionary GSM technologies of GPRS and EDGE,
utilizing multi-slot operation, transfer naturally to GMSS and
will thus enable Celsat to offer packetized data services up to
115 kbps via S-GPRS, and up to 384 kpbs via S-EDGE. (empha
sis added)

The underlined language was excised from Globalstar's quotation ofthe
paragraph in its April 27 letter. Globalstar goes on to argue that the Commission cannot
be certain whether Celsat is 3G compatible because "GMSS is a joint development by
Ericsson and Lockheed Martin and is not an international standard; therefore, its
capabilities are not publicly available."l As clearly stated in Dr. Karabinis's letter,
however, any company can obtain the highly detailed information defining this standard
(in Dr. Karabinis's words, "GMSS air interface is an open standard"). To reiterate,
Celsat's system design is based on the GMSS air interface standard, and, as stated by
Dr. Karabinis, is 100% 3G compatible.

The fact that the GMSS air interface is an open standard underscores
another troubling aspect ofGlobalstar's April 27 letter. Globalstar continues to push the
Commission to adopt its proprietary and confidential air interface standard, apparently
so that the Commission will mandate Globalstar's "all-shared band plan" which
Globalstar introduced in its comments on the service rules portion of this proceeding.
Not even one ofthe 2 GHz applicants has supported Globalstar's "all-shared band plan"
(including the CDMA applicants who presumably could share spectrum with one
another and Globalstar). As the attached chart clearly shows, however, all applicants
(except Globalstar) accept the Commission's allocation of3.88 MHz. No doubt most,

ifnot all, applicants would like to obtain more spectrum. But - contrary to Globalstar's

Letter to Magalie Roman Salas from William Wallace, counsel to Globalstar, L.P., submitted
on April 27, 2000, at p. 2.
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assertions in its April 27 letter - all applicants (except Globalstar) have stated that they
will accept 3.88 MHz.

There is one final aspect ofGlobalstar's April 27 letter worth noting with
which Celsat wholeheartedly agrees. Globalstar states that "[t]he public interest is
clearly not served by licensing MSS systems that are neither economically viable nor
competitively desirable in the marketplace."2 In light of the fact that Celsat's phones
will be very inexpensive and Celsat will sell its service for eight cents a minute,
licensing Celsat will certainly introduce an economically viable competitor into the
mobile satellite service marketplace. Celsat urges the Commission to do so as soon as
possible. Thank you.

Respectfully submitted,

David Otten

Id. at p. 3.
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