
,,

ORIGINAL
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

'j j

'i. I, , . I 1

June 1, 2000

RECEIVED

JUN - 12000
fIII!IW.~ I»MMlUUN

ClFPICE lJIlI£ &&:RE'MY

Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service: Promoting
Deployment and Subscribership in Unserved and Underserved
Areas, Including Tribal and Insular Lands
CC Docket No.~CC 99-245

Western Wireless Petition for Designation as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier and for Related Waivers to Provide
Universal Service to the Crow Reservation, Montana; CC Docket
No. 96-45, DA 99-1847

Dear Ms. Salas:

This is to inform you that the attached letter(s) were submitted to each
of the five Commissioners as ex parte presentations in the proceedings referred to
above on even date herewith.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me.

Respectfully submitted,

Enclosures

Ch2{ltb/;:f!JaeJ1dff
No. of Copies r8C'd~O__
UstABCDE



1. Winnebago Tribe ofNebraska
P.O. Box 687
Winnebago, Nebraska 68071

2. Lovelock Paiute Tribe
P.O. Box 878
Lovelock, Nevada 89419

3. Santee Sioux Tribe
52948 Hwy 12
Niobrara, Nebraska 68760

4. Rosebud Sioux Tribe
P.O. Box 430
Rosebud, South Dakota 57570

5. Oglala Sioux Tribe
Box 4A-2
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 57770

6. Mandan, Hidatsa, & Arikara Nation
Fort Berthold Indian Reservation
HC#Box2
New Town, North Dakota 58763-9402

7. The Chickasaw Nation
P.O. Box 1548
Ada, Oklahoma 74821

8. Muscogee Creek Nation
P.O. Box 580
Okmulgee. Oklahoma 74447

9. Northern Cheyenne Tribe
P.O. Box 128
Lame Deer, Montana 59043

10. All Indian Pueblo Council (19)
3939 San Pedro, NE
Suite E
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110



11. Yankton Sioux Tribe
Box 248
Marty, South Dakota 57361

12. The Choctaw Nation (Five Civilized Tribes of Oklahoma)
Drawer 1210
Durant, Oklahoma 74702

13. Trenton Indian Service Area
P.O. Box 210
Trenton, North Dakota 58853

14. United South and Eastern Tribes
711 Stewarts Ferry Pike
Suite 100
Nashville, Tennessee 37214

15. Confederated Tribes ofthe Goshute Nation
P.O. Box 6104
Ibapah, Utah 84034

16. Omaha Tribe
P.O. Box
Macy, Nebraska 68039

17. Turtle Mountain Band ofChippewa Indians
P.O. Box 900
Belcourt, North Dakota 58316

18. Ponca Tribe
P.O. Box 288
Niobrara, Nebraska 68760

19. Blackfeet Nation
P.O. Box 850
Browning, Montana 59417

20. Picuris Pueblo
P.O. Box 127
Pensco, New Mexico 87553



.£owfock :l9aiute 'tri6e
P.O. Box 878

Lovelock, NV 89419
Telephone (775) 273.7861 Fax (ns) 273.1144

May 30,2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal communications Commission
445 12th St, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications carrier and for
Related Waivers to Provide Universal service to the Crow Reservation, Montana, CC
Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1847.

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Lovelock Paiute Tribe supports the soverign request of the Crow Tribe to have
the Federal CommunicationsCommission ("FCC") grantEligibleTelecommunicationscarrier
("ETC") status to Western Wireless Corporation for the Crow reservations. Our tribal
government, like the Crow Tribe, is a domestic sovereign nation and we expect the FCC
to affirm our mutual tribal sovereignty in all of its actions beginning with this one.

For over two years now, the FCC has focused on the extraordinary need for
improved telecommunications service on American Indian Reservations. All residents of
all American Indian reservations must have access to high-quality basic and advanced
telecommunications services. We have great hope that your efforts for the Crow people
wiD translate into equal access to the telecommunications services necessary to bring about
solid economic and social prosperity for our people as well. OUr situation is very similar
to that of the Crow Tribe, where wireless services seems particularly good, adaptable and
affordable if we have a designated ETC carrier.

We request immediate FCC action on designating Western Wireless ETC status for
the Crow reservation thereby making federal universal service funding available to
competitive carriers we wish to have serve our reservations. We have the authority and
ability to regulate these activities. The states have no authority or responsibility for service
or subsidies on federal Indian trust land.

We remind the Commission that we a re a domestic sovereign nation and we hold
precious our right to regulate our own activities on our reservation. It is the Commission's
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federal trust responsibility to insure that our sovereignty is upheld.

We specifICally request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition
of Western Wireless, submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western Wireless
seeks ETC status to provide services to Crow tribal reservation lands within the context of
the universal service subsidy program. We know that Western Wireless has the full
support of the Crow Nation; that Western Wireless stands ~y to build the necessary
infrastructure to provide basic and advanced wireless telecommunications services on the
reservations; and that the residents ofthe Crow reservation want the service being offered
by Western Wireless. As we view it, this is a true definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow Nation
but also to all domestic sovereign tribes in this country. The opportunity to have
competitive, affordable wireless telephone service on our reservations should not pass us
by if we want it and we do.

As a matter of protecting tribal sovereignty, this is critically important to us and to
all other federally recognized domestic sovereign tribes. Thank You.

Sincerely,

-11,/'7..:'-,· / ",
,/ . .! <:~L----

Monty George/for Glenn Wasson
Council Member/ Chairman
Lovelock Paiute Tribe
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William E. Kennard, Chainn,m
Federal conununications Commission
445 '12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Petition for Designation o,s c'\' "Sligible Telecommunications Carrier and
For Related Waivers \0 Provid,,: Unjversal Service to the Crow Reservation,
Montana, CC Dockel No. 96-45, DA 99-1J47

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Winnebago Tribe ofNebfll~k<::. supports the sovere:gn request of the Crow
Tribe to have the FCC grRi1:: the Westem -7Jirele3s aedtion for ETC status on the Crow

~ ,
resetVation. The Winnebazc· Tribe, lik" (1'l ere-V! 7rib~, is a domestic sovereign nation
and we expect the FCC teo r::-rrm our ~'.'it,;~.l sovereiJY:;Y, by gr;:l,i~:ilg Eligible
Telecommunications CaIT,(~ :~"ETC") ~(;un; to 'VCl'3rn Wire>;;~3 for the Crow Tribe
because we anticipate a ~i;-,ii.l:.'S petitiOi1~r~ us.

For over two years :lC\V, the FCI.;~rd COD1rr,Jnications Commission has focused
on the extraordinary need c~"tGleCOmmlini(;ations £srvice on Am:mcan Indian
reservations. All residents oflndian re::P/utions mu:;t have aj~!;~SS to high-quality based
and advanced telecommunications servic'C3. We havr; great hop'~ that your efforts in this
regard will translate into the Winnebago jl:;:servatioa having equal access to the
telecommunications semces necessary to bring about solid economic and social
prosperity for our people.

The time is now for immediate FCC action on several matters, including the
designation of competitive '~Llrriers, W~e \'V-estem \Vireless, as 2n Eligible
Tebcommunications Carrier (ETC) and 8;1.kit18 fedeml univet391 service funding
available to competitive carri';rs serving our re3ervntion as wdl as the Crow,
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We specifically reCpl:. l positiviO eX1Jeditious action l'y the FCC on the petition
of Western Wireless, SUbJi};~i d to the F~'_' on Augl.'~,t -1, 1999, in vihich Western
Vlire!ess seeks ETC staru:: i:' pro\'i,cle ~:','.'·::e to Cro'.': tribal r(;s~i'iation lands Vlithin the
context of the universal s::;:,<,,~ 3uosic':'p-am IT i3 our und:-;rstanding that Western
Wireless has the full suppa: ,[the (1'0',';: Tation; Vi~stern \Vireless stands ready to build
the necessary infrastructuT''': ;, provide l~~,=:'-:: and adv::mced telecommunications services
on the reservation; and th(~0ideDts or -.: 2rol'Y' r~5·:,·\"ation desp~rately want the service
offered by Western Wireles~; This is a tm·c. definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western \Vireless offering i~. e::tremely important to not only the Crow
Nation and the Winnebago Tribe but to ::,(~llndian country in general. The opportunity for
competitive, affordable ';;1rcl':s5 telephon3 :;ervi.ce on reservations should not pass us by.

~003

This is critically lmv>;:ant to y;

you D.1. advance for your 3\,~~,;:;)tt,

cc: Chairlady Nome~
Western Wire1es::; '~poratic:;-\

Charles W Blac1:-":';
Commissioner Trisi:2ni
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Pov-;eU
Commissioner Furthgott-Roth

to all ot",;~ tribes similarly situated. Thank

Kenneth I'vIallory
Tribal Chairman



Phone: (402) 857-3338
Fax: (402) 857-3339

May 30,2000

52948. Hwy12
Niobrara,NE68760

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12ti1 Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Petition for Designation as an Eligible TelecommuniC2ition
Carrier and for Related Waivers to Provide uniyersa."Semce·
To the Crow Reservation, Montana, CC Docket No 96-45,
DA 99-187

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska supports thesov~reign requeSfbf·theCrow
Tribe to have the FFC grant theWestem WireIess,peg9?~forF:TF~ta.~'i9f~he

Crow reservation. The Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska, like the~rtlw 'l,'ri1>e,is a .
domestic sovereign nation and we expect the FCC to affirm our triJ>al Sovereignty,
by granting., Eligible TelecommunicationsCamer("E1:~")~~!.~ 'Y~ern.
Wireless for the Crow Tribe because we antic:ipate a simi~·tpetitionforlls.· .

For over, twenty years now, the Federal CO"lInUni¢atiOlfCOlDiniS.io~:'hasi~!l~o".,... ......•. c ...

the extraordinary need of telecommunications service on American Indian
reserv.ations. AU residents of Indian reservations must have actess to high-quality
basic and advancedtelecommunicatioBs services. We have greafhopethafyour
efforts in this regard will translate the Santee.Sioux Tribe of Nebraskaresery:dion
having equal access to the telecommunications service necessary to bring aboufsolid
economics and social prosperity for our people.

The time is now for immediate FCC action on seve~lmatters, includiJ:tgthe J

designations of competitive carriers, like Western Wireless,SisanEligiiJ1e
Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) and makiDgfede~1universal service finding
available to competitive carriers serving our reservation as weD as the Crow.



We specifically request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition of
Western Wireless, submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western
Wireless seeks ETC status to provide service to Crow tribal reservation lands within
the context of the universal service subsidy program. It is our understanding that
Western Wireless has the full support of the Crow Nation, Western Wireless stands
ready to build the necessary infrastructure to provide basic and advanced
telecommunications service on the reservation, and the residents of the Crow
reservation desperately want the service offered by Western Wireless. This is a true
definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western Wirelsss offering is extremely important to not only the Crow Nation
and the Winnebago Tribe but to all Indian country in general The opportnnity for
competitive affordable wireless telephone service on reservations should not pass us
by.

This is critically important to us and to all other tribes similarly situated. Thank
you in advance for your support.

Sincerely,

~t~airmaD
Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska

cc: Chairlady Nomee
Western Wireless Corporation
Charles W. Blackwell
Commissioner Tristani
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Furthgott-Roth



Cl?OJ.EJ;'ud ~iou.x IJ'tibE.
S/CANGU OYATE

ROSEBUD.. SOUTH DAKOTA 57570
P.O. BOX 430

Phone 605-747-2381 - Fax 605-747-2243

WILLIAM KINDLE
President

ALEX J. LITTLE SOLDIER
Vice-President

CHARLES L WHITE PIPE. JR.
Treasurer

GERRI NIGHT PIPE
Secretary

PAT BAD HAND. SR.
Sergeant-at-arms

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S. W
Washington, D.C. 20554

May 29, 2000

Re: Petitioll for Designation as an Eligible TelecolJlmunications Carrier and
jQf Related Waivers to Provide Universal Service to the Crow Reservation.
Montana, CC Docktft No. 96-45, DA 99-1847

Dear Chairman Kennard:

For over twoyears now, the Federal Communications f:ommission ("FCC'') has
fqcused on the extraordinary need oftelecommunications service on American Indian
reservations. All residents ofIndian reservations must have aqcess to high-quality basic
and advanced telecommunications services. We have great hope that your effort in this
regard will translate into reservations havin..g e.qual access 1p the telecommunications
services necessary to bring about solid economic and socialprosperity.

The Rosebud Sioux Tribefrom South Dakota supports tfJp sovereign request ofthe
Crow Tribe's retpJest to have the Federal Communications Commission grant Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC'') status to Westem WJreless Corporationfor
services on the Crow reservation. As a South Dakota Tribe, we are concerned that the
failure togrant ETC status will necessarifyforce the Crop Tribe, and all similarly
situated tribes to defer to the state to receive telep/wne service and subsidies not
necessarily ofour own choosing. We remind the CommissioT4J!Jat we are domestic
sovereign nations and we holdPrecious our right to regulate our own activities on our
reservation. It is the Commission's federal trust respo1jSibility to insure that our
sovereignty is upheld.

Where as referenced in our December 17, 1999 letter (attached) toFederal
Communications Commission regarding Common Carrier Docket No. 96-45, we
understand that Westem Wireless has been denied ETC s!qtus in South Dakota. The
Rosebud Sioux Tribe is in a Uniquely prejudicedposition because the state ofSouth
Dakota has already denied ETC status to Westem Wirele~s Corporation for South
Dakotafor reasons we are sure theyfound valid. To have the state ofSouth Dakota
making this decisionfor our tribal citizens on our reservation is unacceptable. We were
neither consulted nor informed about the process. Surely, you can see why the
Commission's action in this instance is so importantfor as surely as the Rosebud Sioux
Tribal Council does not have jurisdiction outside ofour tribal reservation boundaries



neither does the state ofSouth Dakota have jurisdiction within our tribal reservation
boundaries.

Wefeelfull ETC designation must be determined at the federal level with our
advice and consent thus enabling a competitive telecommunications environment.
Including the tribes in a competitive telecomm1Ulication environplenf not only benefits the
Crow Tribe and the Rosebud Sioux Tribe but all ofIndian country. Accordingly, we our
full support ofapproving the Western Wireless petition for ETC status on the Crow Tribe
requests.

As you well know, however, some reservations, such tp ours, have been the last
frontier in the deployment oftelecomm1Ulications and information services. This has
severely handicapped ourpeople's economic and social developpzent. The time is now for
imm'ediate FCC action on several matters, including the designation ofcompetitive
carriers, like Western Wireless, as an Eligible Telecommunicptions Carrier (ETC) and
makingfederal universal service funding available to competitive carriers serving our
reservation.

We specifically requestpositive and ~itiousaction~ the FCC on the petition
o/Western Wireless submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western Wireless
seeks ETC status toprovide service to Crow Tribal reserYatian1lpuJs within the context of
the universal service subsidy Program. Western Wireless has the full support ofthe Crow
Nation. Western Wireless stands ready to build the necessary iryrastructure to provide
basic and advanced telecommunications services on the reservation, and the residents of
the Crow reservation desperately want the service qfJered by Western Wireless. The
Western Wireless offering is extremely imp<JTtant to not only the Crow Nation but to
Indian country in general. The opportunityfor cO!flpetitive, a.flordable wireless telephone
service on reservations should notpass us by.

This is critically important to us and to all other tribes similarly situated. Thank
you in advance for your support.



cc: Chairlady Nomee
Westfim Wireless Corporation
Charles W Blackwell
Commissioner Tristani
Commissioner Ness
Coqunissioner PoweIl
Commissioner Furthgott-Roth
FCC Common Carrier Bureau
Senator Dorgan
Senator Conrad
Senator Bums
Senator Campbell
Senator Inouye
Senator Baccus
Senator McCain
Charles W Blackwell, Esq.
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William Kennard, Chalrrn,,;.
Federal Communications (:(
445 12th St S.W,
Washington DC .?0554

U1,/ 1 t:

Dear Chairman Ketll1ard:

In our capacity <IS electeI3 'c' '1"" ,'.(~': _. ':)01:-: l<l:::i ·)UX Tribe rcs~ectfully requests
tbat the Fed!':ral COllU1l1)j"'::'- 'J;; '.,')':-'" iJ iCfiJiK·::-' ely prcc:;~c~ to overcome the
impediments for usmg f.;dc: 'P:J01\ :::J:' pi'O'I'SICi'.; Gr v,irde.:;:; l.decommunications
on the Pine Ridge Indian reo. : <i!.ion lD :',- Dcl~ota ,~i1d the Cro\v Indian Reservation
in Montana. As domes6c ,""- -- ')!~TI n;:,t1(;"~. ,vth the O~7,lala Siou..., Tribe and the Crow
Tribe are gtlll~d the ri)' ::;;If·,:o::,.. ··_,,,nt :nd 1'(1 the exercise of certain inherent
sovereign regulatory jwiy;;·.· • 0'1,,( ~.. ';·mb0fs ,t7!r1 om hmds <md people doing
business within the eX1eriQ':c;r:;c::. 'U1Cl 1uct: lndian :F.~crv(!tion. We feel it
is incumbent upon the FC::-"s" Y',,,: . !~le Ogbk Sioux Tnc·;) <cud the Crow Tribe
to ensure C3rtainty and 1;(;': ::~,cy ~)S~· :o;!si':::i awl ~ribal bw:; for the provision of
\VlIeless carrier telecmnm:F ;,-' -";)5 S··.:!-'·--;C - our rese!\-;-i'~lon truSl L',lICls,

-::.'

t':1S Crc'T'E\UDlc.3ticG;) Act, as amended,
:TC statol:, to telo/'vOrJ1mllnications earriers,
;l--Gfi1 V/l,c!c;5S to f<:ci.~..atG ac~ss to

.'- SectisTl 2l·~(e)({)) provides for ETC
mtisSlOl1 jU..l--1sdiction and states, in relevant

Statutory language in ::>
provides clear authority to :
including wireless C-ilm:1. ,
telecommunications selVlC:;:'; .:, Indi<JJ :.
designztion of carriers not ::.'
part

"::J(~;C 5:L:.-',

0/pai"u.~:;.
. ,'ier /()l' ~-:' "

)!lIl:lOil Ci.'. ·':C;' ihfli

/1) as an i.:.!;gibie
c'ce area d';signoted

eisicn,' '~'i,':' " 7/icCihle .'7:yj{'i'ol and

In the case ola co;';;, __ cori'l:-;' V.- ' ..ding tehThclil~;

Exchange Ser.7cc ','; "dum.';..- 1" :; rh;;r is ;;'" s:cbjec{

to the jllrJsdlCn(!i' ',' ....etc c",","" 'm, thl.? CC.;:illission
shall upon requc.c:
meels the reqllirci;·· ..
telecommunicaf1o.-' i.e

by the Commi:.sio:·
Stale [..ffi','.'



""; 1 / 1 r:,:
PAGE 133

;1
I

Th\lS. the elements of SeClw,'
(1) common camer status, ('. '
access. and (3) lack of 2, ;"

Sioux Tribe feels th<lt

requircillents

rig,ljer ET':: designaLJol1 bv the FCC are,
:c1e?honf:~ ,',:~chmge ~'2n.i~ and exchange
Hlsdv;tion over th8 ('2mer The Oglala
':;53 C:cr''''[;'Ition p':::tti')TI meets these

In as much that bOtJl the O~:; ,O;j:; i, ' th:;; ere'.'.' 'fribe are ;'",~ogniz.ed sovereign
l1<ltJOns, we rUld no reasor: ; l':; Gc : to bc i,;",Glved in m:,itters that deal with
the well being of our pc;'n"lS '! j"'b Sim':' TnbC\ ks never enjoyed a
hannQuiolis relationslup wi,l- ,:,:.~et·: c" D2,\ot-<l, ~'1 :In effort to e.llsure equal and
affordable telecommUllic3,ie' ,. i~-'IC-C::;' rcs:c'~i1~:j, ,','c h~ve c:>\.<,'blish.:d a Utilities
Commission \1...hich has full and i: Jl'j JullL.;ii-y over ~I1 purYe)rors Also,
\i\!estero Wireless Corporatl';;' , ;1[;i:';',>, >itmg, to ;:bide by the Oglala Sioux Tribe
Utilities Commission autllO';;0 bdi:\'.: we elre bG3( suited t,1 determine what our
population needs We fend " '-'0::d (\ h:: :; ddled by 811 entity that has historically
dO\\-llplayed, or ignored 3}:(" '~, t,,;~ "";'1'- .f Ouf pco,?le guarante-"'A by both Treaty
and the Constitution

As a remiilder about tJ.le ,;,
reservation do not have to:-'
896,OOO-acre reservation ;Jl](;

YV1thOl.it e~"uas and exclus! "'n
household i"come is $3501:' ,::'
hIgher than the national
essential for the economic s'

c:';~ 0:.'; 'e:;'\, 0',''::' one half cr t..he homes on our
:1:;':;. .·:)~T/L~Y L: -'.<; tllrc~ \~.·i:l0 carriers for our
" a\'~r;i:;:, J'llthly ChZll':;e for \'.1['; line basic service,
" 10(::; (tJ::;:;~2. is "vel! nbove the nonn, Our average

nC: (lUi ;';' 110ymml rate is ne.lrly twenty-two times
;:: "·1, .'.', ~HJd a-fl~irdable teke-oHununications are
1 ;~ri:; :,' .,":'" Jf (1,1,' fI?:-~"!;-lticn

:t

'i'
:':;ZI'iOi',S:-::i:'.l'llssiOT! ;J.:;~ focused specific
n rural /\J;j t3iiC<1.1 IncUan reservations.
ltl;:m"l c:;:i;jc~\i'Jcn YO\1 conducted, we are
f1':.S ''J1n ','Ie trust YOU vnll be supportive of
losing tk "DJ!)it3l Ili-vide" for us,

- ~ -~ heic.1 ~~, t of t\v~-:: f:;~ld hearings on the matter of
,,' ,;i,:,:;C;"-- nnder :"orvic-.e of telephone service on
j j~·ser:-, This /d0uqllerqu~ hearing was followed

"r, .,':Jl 7 Cl I\brch 220, 1999. Both hearings brought
; c:.;1 ,eke'--"-" :""'liVltions companies and state and federal

I::2c!cr'; .. ,',', css:;-d \,;]1"[ kinds of telecommunications
:: ull ,'k;s ajdres:;::d how th~y could work together
'S or: ;c::'ds, The ;'CC's initiative in bringing about
'cd !<:';;:'c: ' U1(;ltSlr;:lLb~

On January 29, 1999, tli(

addresswg the problems
rUnel1C2ll Indian tribal law::
by a sGccnd, hearing ill G
toge"Jl~r tribal officials. 1[,;0:-;

regulatory autbontles rf;·;'

service~ they \".-anted and ['".'
to ir"lJrove access to such ; ',,'
these hearings was praisd "

For over two years now, 'Lie' ',,;,';:1 '"
attention on mcreasing L, -:: ~<,;

Beguming with the tribal,' :iL::tiCi]S

most pleased. \Ve are SUp"-:: 'c of '-,en
ours, We deeply appreCl<'i': , 1("ld'"'.'-

Rec~:rtly, the Commission ;
Rukmaking (NPR.lyf) 011 "::

L2.'ds" and a further ]'il''

Promoting Deployment'
Including Tflbal arId In:,,!
attention of the telccomiT,I:
many tribol reservations,

th'2'"'' .,--' ~:teq of ::c1optmg R Notjc-e of Proposed
. ,c'Jn~ \';, ;"5 Telec(lil,mUl1icatioli3 Sen-ices to Tribal

';11 Stak Jod Board Oil Universal Servi~:
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MAf'HJ/\l\I, }~T~Jj.\T5.A" 1~: i\RlKARA NATION
Three Affiliaied T'ribes 'J Fort Berthold Indian Reservation

He3 !Jox ::: " Nel(j TO~Ln, N'nth Dako[lI 58763.9402

TRIBAL 13l51:\r:.;;S COC:\CIL
~O )·627~\iRl

fi:lx 70 j,"527':lR05

William E. Kennard, Chai",;' .
Federal CommunicatioI1.5 C~lmmission

445 12th Street S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

.RE: Petition for ,:)c:Si~i:ltiO;l HS an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier
and for R~IM('d \,·VaiyeiC5 try Proyide Universal Service to the Crow
Resen'atiorJ, 1\1ont3n3, 'CC Docket 00. 96-45, DA99-1847

Dear Chammm Kennard:

The Three Affiliated Tribes support:'; the sovereign rl~qucst of the Crow Tribe to
have the FCC grant the Western \Vireless p,~tition for ETC status on the Crow
reservation. The Three AffiU3ted Tribes, like the ero'lv Tribe, is il domestic sovereign
nation and we expect the FCC' to J.ffinn Oll:' tribal sovereign:y, by granting Eligibl~

Telecorrununications CalTiel (,'ETC") st:'!! 1,\:; to Western Wireless forthc Crow Tribes
because we anticipatt: a :'iin'!ihr p~titioll ie',- us.

For over two years no\\', the FeJer:l1 Communicatio!lS Commission has focused On

the extraordinary need of tel ccornnlunic;lti"i1s sef'i1Ce on American Indian reservations.
AU residents ofIndian rcscr\~ltions111mt !18'iC access to higJ-.-quality basic and advanced
telecommunications services. Vie have great hope th3l your efforts in this regard will
translate into the Mandan_ Hidatsa and Aribra Nation having equal access to the
telecommunications service i1t'cessary to bring about solid e~onomic and seeml prosperity
for our people.

The time is now for immediate FCC action on scvcwl mallers, including the
design~tionof competitive t:'1.rri~rs, like Western Wireless, as an Eligible
Te1cconununications Carrier (ETC) JJld ll1a:~ing [edeTol universal service funJing available
to competitive carriers s~ning our reservation as ' .... ell as the Crow.

We specifically reque:;, positi,'':: ,''In-:' ~xpeJ.itious action by the FCC 011 lh~ petition
oCWestem Wireless. suhmittd to the FCC ·JTI August vf, 1999, in\vhich Western Wireless
seeks ETC status to provide service to Crow tribal reservation lands within the context of
the universal service subsidy program It is our understanding that Western Wireless has
the full support of the Crow NJtion: Wcst::rn V'irdcss stands re;::ldy to build the necessary
infrastructure to provide b;:;;:;ic ,mel ad';<1l1u:<l tclccoml1luni~ations services 011 the
reservation; and the resid':nL, d'the erG\'; r:'scrvation
desperately Willlt the s~r\'ic:>'; offered by \'/i:stcm Wireless. This is a true definition of
tribal sovereignty.
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Th~ Western Wireless offering is e1remely important to not only the Crow
Nations and the Winnebagc I~ribc but to ;~ll Indian Cotmtry in general. The opportunity fbf
competilive, affordable wirt'less telephone service on res~r\'ationsshould not pass us by.

. This is critically impCIi'lant to u~ and to all other tribes similarly situated. Thank
you in advance for your sUP~'·)ft. /

~'~/'l \;

//bt},h~~
Xc: Chairlady Nomce

Western Wireless Corporation
Charles W. Blackwell
Commissioner Tristani

Commissioner N es:;
Commissioner PoweU
Commissioner Furthgort-Roth



BILL :\\O\TU55Y
GO'.lQM,!L<

r\:·.::~ ·.:);;l(e fIe'::. 1:1.>3 0 j~.d:i. ()klaho!T:3 ?+~21

--,:.()) ~~'i_:_~~~.f_'.~ ~ fB~\ (,8;J) 436-~f'28'?

:'h .',1,2000

Mr. 'William E. Kennard, Chajrrna,

Federal Communications Commis~l;);-'

445 l2th Street, S.\\;-'
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Kennard:

The Chick.uaw Nation SUppC1, t5 the (roy: Tribe in its sovereign requcs: to have the Federal Communications
Commission gram Eligible Tdccornmllnic.ltions C>rr!c[ status to \\.'esrcrn \Virdess Corporation for service on me Crow
reservation. As domesric sovereign nat,:,ns, th.e Cw"': 'i':.:De and the Chickasaw N;;,tion, like all federally-recognized tribes,
have the inherent sovereign right ro rc:;-.;\;;.te iliam :n ,L'ir ropcctiv~ jurisdictions. Inserting a state inco the process is noe
proper.

We appreciate the FCC ro:mlng on the ~;':tr2-,~dinary need for telecommunications service for Native American
reservations and communiti~s, All i,<;;;:i,nc:> of :h.),·: :;,':',5 need aCCtSS W hi~h.qu;Jitv basic and advanced eelecommunica-p'. ,
tions services.

The Chich.saw Nation :;L!FP':"s (he Cr,Y:; "\'oe's requ~t to have the FCC approve ETC scams' foi Western
\'{lireless services on the Crow rcser\'~.t;()(l. WI? ;He Cln' .rned that, without [his m.tus, the Crow Tribc:, as well as all trl~es, .
will have co defer their inherenr rego l? ";[j' iSSUl'S r,,,:,~i "g wireless telecommunications and similar matters to the various
states. This would be an unwekorn: F':.:c"dmt.

Within the Hue definition oC tribal so'!ertibn~', the Crow p~ople accept responsibility for their own fueure. It.is
important to us and to all other tri~,o' slmdarly sin;atcc; ,hat .vou support them in this. Your consideracion is appreciated.

S::-:ctreh',

~(I.<..'111 /I1~Ldf,). ./ Gt
':),;1; \noatubby. Governor
'i-i, ··:hidcasa\,. ;--';;1rio£1

Commissioner Tristani
Commissioner' rurthgo tt·Roch
Senator McCain
Senator Burns
.'\mbassador Blackwell

\Vesrerc \::lrdess Corporation
Commi~:.ir};~,:r Powell
Senator Ni,":!",

Sen~1.1:o, In-:'l"'-~

FCC Con;. ');-'. emier Bureau

C2fIJljYD

Chairlady Nomee
Commissioner Ness
Senator Inhofe
Senator Campbell
Le. Governor Keel

J()ln US at 'tJrr~

C,,'t\ijl§ilVJ ,~. -- -:'~\"~~:~~-.,

and M'llUt'(·'tl;e;v,

cc:



From:
The Otftce Of The
Picuns Pueblo Go\;ernor

\lav 26, 2000

Picuris Pueblo
P.O. Box 127

Penosco. New Mexico
87553

(505) 587·2519
FAX (505) 587-1071

\Villiam E. Kermard. Ch<llill1;;Il

Federal CommlUllcatiOI1S CommissicJIl
445 12m Street, S"V
\Vashington, D.C. 20:');')·;

RE: Petition for Desig;-;;.tion as ;'.11 'T~ble Telecommunications Carrier and for
Related "Vaivers tu Provide Uni\!::,r~al Service to the erO\V Reservation,
Montana, CC Docket !\o. 9CJ_Ai) DA 99-1 R47

Dear Chairman Kenn(lTd.

'me sovereign Picuris Pueblo Tliba! ~':0venunent supports the sovereign request of
the Crow Tribe to ha\'e the FCC gr~ntEJigibleTelecommunications Carrier
'''ETC") 'l.XT -,,, I" . '" heR . y( status to VYest:.-:-:! '. .1~-·:· e:):., ~.. ( 'q)oranon tor r e -ro.." eservanOIl. our
decision in this matter ...·,·u; illlp~;cl. ,d] '.Ji· Indian Country in the Cnited States.

At the field hearing in A:i"l;querqll~: e?,~h b-iballeader who testified verified the
need for better telephone :'en1ce:; on our resen1at1ons. \Ve also aflirmed our status
as domestic sovereign p,;i]cns. Picur1:-> c'ueGIo, and other n-ibal governments in New
)''1exico, the same as th,:: ('ro\\, tribe. \Y'l.'1t the FCC to ""ork \vith us rather than doing
anything that may insert ~~o':ernments L!1 the process.

Please act quickly to fulfil! ~he Commj~;,,ioll's federal tmst responsibility and grant
ETC status to \Vestern -, C,'; ;'eh:ss ](;;. i;:. era-\\' reservation.

Stincere1h I.J. " ;c/·'-
. (:{?~/A£((? -M-&;<?'~' :':~~~

ed Eagle Rae, Guvemor
PCEBLO OF PICl'HI=i



cc: Chairlady ::"JO!11eeiCrOw Tribe
\Vestem \J\!ireless Corporation
Sen. Domenici
Sen. Bingaman
Sen. Campbell
Sen. :'vlcCain
Sen. Inouye
Rep. Udall
Rep. Skeen
Commissioner Tri:.t<mi
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Funhgott-noUl
Charles \V. Black,,\'eU, Esq.

.- .......__._..._...._-_._--



PRINCIPAL CHIEF

~ Perry 'Beaver

SECOND CHIEF

.9l. t]). 'E{{is

May 31, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Muscogee (Creek) !J\&,tion
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF

PO Box 580

(HWY 75. Loop 56)

Okmulgee, Ok 74447

918/756-8700

RE: Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and for Related
Waivers to Provitle Universal Sen,ice to the Crow Reservation, Montana, CC Docket No.
96-45, DA 99-1847

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation supports the Crow Tribe in it's sovereign request to have the Federal
Communications Commission ("FCC") grant Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") status
to Western Wireless Corporation for service on the Crow Reservation.

As a domestic sovereign Indian nation, the Crow Tribe and the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, like all
tribes in America., have the inherent sovereign right to regulate affairs in their jurisdiction. This means
that any action by the FCC that would insert the state into the process would be unacceptable.

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation, headquartered in Okmulgee, Oklahoma, represents over 40,000
Indian people. Every individual tribe in this country zealously guards against encroachments that may
erode not only their tribal sovereignty, but also the sovereignty of all American Indian tribes.

For over two years, the FCC has focused on the extraordinary need for telecommunications services
to American Indian reservations and communities. All residents of Indian reservations and
communities must have access to high quality basic and advanced telecommunications services.

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation supports the Crow Tribe's request to have the FCC approve ETC
status for Western Wireless services on the Crow reservation. We are concerned that the failure to
grant ETC status will force the Crow Tribe, as well as other tribes, to defer regulatory issues
regarding wireless telecommunications and similar such matters to the various states. This would be
an unwelcome precedent nationwide. We feel it is the Commission's federal trust responsibility to
insure that our sovereignty is upheld. Within the true definition oftribal sovereignty, the Crow people



accept responsibility for their own future. It is critically important to us and to all other tribes similarly
situated that you support them in this. Thank you in advance for your support.

Sincerely,
.:"\ (\ t-f'!i\ (\\.
f~, i~,e-\.0c:a.~ .<lc-~Cb\"'0
~~.

R. Perry Beaver, Principal Chief
Muscogee (Creek) Nation

PB/kb
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William E. Kermard. Chaimnj1
Federal Communications (:=orDmission
445 12th Sireet, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: .Petition for DesiglliltiQn as an Eligil.:>Ie Telecorrununicatiop.s Carrier and for
Related Waivers to PrQ"ide Un.ivcr::0J Service to the Crow Reservation, Montana.
CC Docket No. 96-45. DA 99-1847

Dear Chairman Kennard;

The Northem Cheyenne Trjh~ of rv.l.ol;i;Jn.~. supports the sovereign request of the Crow
Tribe to have the Fed!:'.rr:l CorrJm'!li,~::tjons Commission ("FCC") grant Eligible
Teleconununications Cat7:cr ("ETC") :its.US to \Vestern Wireless Corporation for the
Crow reservatioIL The Northt::m Chcy<;rm~ Tribe. lli"e the Crow Tribe. is a domestic
sovereign nation and \ve expect the FCC i.0 a1Tum our mutual tribal sovereignty in all of
its action.

For over two years now. UK FCC h.as focused on the extraordinary need for improved
teleconununications service on Americ:'1H Indian reservations. All residents of all
American Indian reservations must h8V~, access to high-quality basic and advanced
telecommunications scrvi,:'~~. Vie have: srsat ho~ that your efforts in this regard will
translate into the NQrtiJ·~nl Chey:n;Y:; resefvation have equal access to the
telecommunication servi::;:~5 necessm): (i} briJlg f.lbout solid economic and social
prosperity for our people ~s well as tolc\ you know how important this is to our tribe.
We see our situation as ~in8 very similnr to that of the Crow Tribe, being located in
Montana, with a large landma'3s and a de!ined population where wireless services seem
particularly good.

The time is no for inunedh1~: FCC adion ''0 severo] m.atter, including the designation of
competitive carriers, like \'iv;t~m \ViIC~k~;:;, ~ an ETC thereb:,v making federal universal
service funding available t!) ,~ompetitiv8 (,',me:s sei",,1ng our reservations. We have the
authority and the ability to i'('~ulate thc~,,: ;cr;,ivitics.

The Northern Cheyenne Tribe supportJ ihe Crow Tribe's request to have the FCC
approve ETC stat for Western \Vircless S'~i-·....icc:; on the Crow r~servation. As a Montana
Tribe, we are concemoo tbat the H~ilur.~ (0 grant ETC status "rill necessarily force the

UTILE WOLF AND ~,'OFii";NG STAR - ()ut of defeat and oXI18 they led us back
to Montana and .,.;on Cl!1 ('h(~yenne home!2nd that we \Vill keep fore'ier

,-


