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June 1, 2000 JUN - 12000
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.'W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service: Promoting
Deployment and Subscribership in Unserved and Underserved
Areas, Including Tribal and Insular Lands
CC Docket No. 96-45/FCC 99-245

Western Wireless Petition for Designation as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier and for Related Waivers to Provide

Universal Service to the Crow Reservation, Montana; CC Docket
No. 96-45, DA 99-1847
Dear Ms. Salas:

This 1s to inform you that the attached letter(s) were submitted to each
of the five Commissioners as ex parte presentations in the proceedings referred to
above on even date herewith.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me.

Respectfully submitted,
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1. Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
P.O. Box 687
Winnebago, Nebraska 68071

2. Lovelock Paiute Tribe
P.O. Box 878
Lovelock, Nevada 89419

3. Santee Sioux Tribe
52948 Hwy 12
Niobrara, Nebraska 68760

4. Rosebud Sioux Tribe
P.O. Box 430
Rosebud, South Dakota 57570

5. Oglala Sioux Tribe
Box 4A-2
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 57770

6. Mandan, Hidatsa, & Arikara Nation
Fort Berthold Indian Reservation
HC# Box 2
New Town, North Dakota 58763-9402

7. The Chickasaw Nation
P.O. Box 1548
Ada, Oklahoma 74821

8. Muscogee Creek Nation
P.O. Box 580
Okmulgee. Oklahoma 74447

9. Northern Cheyenne Tribe
P.O.Box 128
Lame Deer, Montana 59043

10. All Indian Pueblo Council (19)

3939 San Pedro, NE
Suite E
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110




11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Yankton Sioux Tribe
Box 248
Marty, South Dakota 57361

The Choctaw Nation (Five Civilized Tribes of Oklahoma)
Drawer 1210
Durant, Oklahoma 74702

Trenton Indian Service Area
P.O.Box 210
Trenton, North Dakota 58853

United South and Eastern Tribes
711 Stewarts Ferry Pike

Suite 100

Nashville, Tennessee 37214

Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Nation
P.O. Box 6104
Ibapah, Utah 84034

Omaha Tribe
P.O. Box
Macy, Nebraska 68039

Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians
P.O. Box 900
Belcourt, North Dakota 58316

Ponca Tribe
P.O. Box 288
Niobrara, Nebraska 68760

Blackfeet Nation
P.O. Box 850
Browning, Montana 59417

Picuris Pueblo
P.O. Box 127
Pensco, New Mexico 87553




Lovelock Yaiute Tribe

P.O. Box 878

Lovelock, NV 89419
Telephone (775) 273.7861 Fax (775) 273.1144

May 30, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal communications Commission
445 12" St, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and for
Related Waivers to Provide Universal Service to the Crow Reservation, Montana, CC
Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1847.

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Lovelock Paiute Tribe supports the soverign request of the Crow Tribe to have
the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") grant Eligible Telecommunications Carrier
("ETC") status to Western Wireless Corporation for the Crow reservations. Our tribal
government, like the Crow Tribe, is a domestic sovereign nation and we expect the FCC
to affirm our mutual tribal sovereignty in all of its actions beginning with this one.

For over two years now, the FCC has focused on the extraordinary need for
improved telecommunications service on American Indian Reservations. All residents of
all American Indian reservations must have access to high-quality basic and advanced
telecommunications services. We have great hope that your efforts for the Crow people
will translate into equal access to the telecommunications services necessary to bring about
solid economic and social prosperity for our people as well. Our situation is very similar
to that of the Crow Tribe, where wireless services seems particularly good, adaptable and
affordable if we have a designated ETC carrier.

We request immediate FCC action on designating Western Wireless ETC status for
the Crow reservation thereby making federal universal service funding available to
competitive carriers we wish to have serve our reservations. We have the authority and
ability to regulate these activities. The states have no authority or responsibility for service
or subsidies on federal Indian trust land.

We remind the Commission that we a re a domestic sovereign nation and we hold
precious our right to regulate our own activities on our reservation. It is the Commission’s




federal trust responsibility to insure that our sovereignty is upheld.

We specifically request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition
of Western Wireless, submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western Wireless
seeks ETC status to provide services to Crow tribal reservation lands within the context of
the universal service subsidy program. We know that Westem Wireless has the full
support of the Crow Nation; that Western Wireless stands ready to build the necessary
infrastructure to provide basic and advanced wireless telecommunications services on the
reservations; and that the residents of the Crow reservation want the service being offered
by Western Wireless. As we view it, this is a true definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow Nation
but also to all domestic sovereign tribes in this country. The opportunity to have
competitive, affordable wireless telephone service on our reservations shouid not pass us
by if we want it and we do.

As a matter of protecting tribal sovereignty, this is critically important to us and to
all other federally recognized domestic sovereign tribes. Thank You.

Sincerely,

) Z 1’/?"”';} / \>_ Ctrf e
Monty George/for Glenn Wasson
Council Member/ Chairman
Lovelock Paiute Tribe
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WINNEBAGO TRIEZ of [TZ3RAIZA

WINNEBAGO TRIGAL COUNCIL P.0O.BOX 627 WINNEBAGD, i'ZITASKA 68071

May 24, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal communications Commission
445'12% Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Petition for Designation as an Sligible Telecommunications Carrier and
For Related Waivers t0 Provide Universal Service to tiic Crow Reservation,
Montana, CC Docke: No. 96-45, DA 99-1347

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska supports the sovercign request of the Crow
Tribe to have the FCC gran: the Wester “Vireless nziition for ZTC status on the Crow
reservation. The Winnebano Tribe, lik= i Crovs Tiibs, is a domastic sovereign nation
and we expect the FCC tc - 7irm our trilal soversizyy, by granting Eligible
Telecommunications Carric: {“ETC” sinus to "Wesizrn Wirei=s for the Crow Tribe
because we anticipate a siniilar petiticn 7 us.

For over two years :iow, the Federal Communications Commission has focused
on the extraordinary need ¢ islecomsninications ssrvice on Amecrican Indian
reservations. All residents of Indian recsrvations must have ancass to high-quality based

and advanced telecommunications servicez. We have great hope that your efforts in this
regard will translate into the Winnebago reservation having equal access to the
telecommunications services necessary to bring about solid eccnomic and social

prosperity for our people.

The time is now for immediate FCC action on several matters, including the
designation of competitive carriers, like YWagtern Wirgless, as zn Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) and mnking federal universal service funding
available to competitive carri2rs serving our reservation as welil as the Crow.
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« expeditious action by the FCC on the petition
"~ on August 4, 1999, in which Western

vive to Crov tribal rescrvation lands within the
program, 1615 our undsrsianding that Western
Wireless has the full supior ~fihe “Tation; Western Wireless stands ready to build
the necessary infrastruciur i = baoie and advanced telecommunications services
on the reservation; and the ~~sidents of &2 Crow resarvation desperately want the service
offered by Western Wireles:  This is a tru= definition of tribal sovereignty.

Wireless seeks ETC statuz i provice
context of the universal szi2 subsi

The Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow
Nation and the Winnebago Tribe but ic all Indian country in general. The opportunity for
competitive, affordable wircizss telephons service on reservations should not pass us by.

This is cntically img o tant to us #27 to all cther tribes sinularly situated. Thank
you in advance for your sunior

Sincerzaly,

Kenneth Mallory
Triba! Chairman

cc: Chairlady Nomes
Western Wireless <«
Charles W. Blaclz";
Commissioner Tris
Comrmissioner Ness
Commissioner Powel]
Commissioner Furthzoti-Roth




Phone: (402) 857-3338
Fax: (402) 857-3339

52948 Hwy 12
Niobrara, NE 68760

May 30, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW '
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunication
Carrier and for Related Waivers to Provide universal Service
To the Crow Reservation, Montana, CC Docket No 96—45
DA 99-187

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska supports the soverelgn request of the Crow
Tribe to have the FFC grant the Western Wireless petition for ETC status of the
Crow reservation. The Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska like the Crow Tnbe, isa
domestic sovereign nation and we expect the FCC to affirm our tribal sovereignty, -
by granting Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“ETC”) statas to W&stern_‘ o
Wireless for the Crow Tribe because we antmpate a smnlar petltlon for us.

For over twenty years now, the Federal Commumcatlon Commlssmn has focused'f on -

the extraordinary need of telecommunications service on American Indian
reservations. All residents of Indian reservations must have access to high-quality
basic and advanced telecommunications services.” We have great hope that your
efforts in this regard will translate the Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska reservation
having equal access to the telecommunications service necwsary to bring about solid
economics and social prosperity for our people.

The time is now for immediate FCC action on several matters, mclndmg ‘the -
designations of competitive carriers, like Western Wireless, as an ~Eligible
Telecommumcatlons Carrier (ETC) and making federal umversal service finding
available to competitive carriers serving our reservation as well as the Crow.




We specifically request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition of
Western Wireless, submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western
Wireless seeks ETC status to provide service to Crow tribal reservation lands within
the context of the universal service subsidy program. It is our understanding that
Western Wireless has the full support of the Crow Nation, Western Wireless stands
ready to build the necessary infrastructure to provide basic and advanced
telecommunications service on the reservation, and the residents of the Crow
reservation desperately want the service offered by Western Wireless. This is a true
definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western Wirelsss offering is extremely important to not only the Crow Nation
and the Winnebago Tribe but to all Indian country in general. The opportunity for

competitive affordable wireless telephone service on reservations should not pass us
by.

This is critically important to us and to all other tribes similarly situated. Thank
you in advance for your support.

Sincerely,

Arthur “Butch” Denny, :;hairman

Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska

cc: Chairlady Nomee
Western Wireless Corporation
Charles W. Blackwell
Commissioner Tristani
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Furthgott-Roth
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SICANGU OYATE
ROSEBUD, SOUTH DAKOTA 57570

Phone 805-747-2381 — Fax 605-747-2243

WILLIAM KINDLE
Prasident

ALEX J. LITTLE SOLDIER

Vice-President

P.O. BOX 430 CHARLES L WHITE PIPE. JR.

Treasurer

GERR! NIGHT PIPE
Secretary

PAT BAD HAND, SR.
Sergeant-at-anms

William E. Kennard, Chairman May 29, 2000

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S. W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and
Jfor Related Waivers to Provide Universal Service to the Crow Reservation.
Montana, CC Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1847

Dear Chairman Kennard:

For over two years now, the Federal Communications {ommission (“FCC”) has
Jocused on the extraordinary need of telecommunications service on American Indian
reservations. All residents of Indian reservations must have agcess to high-quality basic
and advanced telecommunications services. We have great hope that your effort in this
regard will translate into reservations having equal access o the telecommunications
services necessary to bring about solid economic and social prosperity.

The Rosebud Sioux Tribe from South Dakota supports the sovereign request of the

Crow Tribe's request to have the Federal Communications Commission grant Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier (“ETC”) status to Western Wiyeless Corporation for
services on the Crow reservation. As a South Dakota Tribe, we are concerned that the
Jailure to grant ETC status will necessarily force the Crow Tribe, and all similarly
situated tribes to defer to the state to receive telephone service and subsidies not
necessarily of our own choosing. We remind the Commission_that we are domestic
sovereign nations and we hold precious our right to regulate our own activities on our
reservation. It is the Commission’s federal trust responsibility to insure that our
sovereignty is upheld.

Where as referenced in our December 17, 1999 letter (attached) to Federal
Communications Commission regarding Common Carrier Docket No. 96-45, we
understand that Western Wireless has been denied ETC stgtus in South Dakota. The
Rosebud Sioux Tribe is in a uniquely prejudiced position because the state of South
Dakota has already denied ETC status to Western Wireless Corporation for South
Datkota for reasons we are sure they found valid. To have the state of South Dakota
making this decision for our tribal citizens on our reservation is unacceptable. We were
neither consulted nor informed about the process. Surely, you can see why the
Commission’s action in this instance is so important for as supely as the Rosebud Sioux
Tribal Council does not have jurisdiction outside of our tribal reservation boundaries




neither does the state of South Dakota have jurisdiction within our tribal reservation
boundaries.

We feel full ETC designation must be determined at the federal level with our
advice and consent thus enabling a competitive telecommunications environment.
Including the tribes in a competitive telecommunication environnent not only benefits the
Crow Tribe and the Rosebud Sioux Tribe but all of Indian country. Accordingly, we our

Jfull support of approving the Western Wireless petition for ETC status on the Crow Tribe
requests.

As you well know, however, some reservations, such gs ours, have been the last
[rontier in the deployment of telecommunications and information services. This has
severely handicapped our people’s economic and social development. The time is now for
immediate FCC action on several matters, including the designation of competitive
carriers, like Western Wireless, as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) and
making federal universal service funding available to competitive carriers serving our
reservation.

We specifically request positive and expeditious action By the FCC on the petition
of Western Wireless submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western Wireless
seeks ETC status to provide service to Crow Tribal reservation lgnds within the context of
the universal service subsidy program. Western Wireless has the full support of the Crow
Nation. Western Wireless stands ready to build the necessary infrastructure to provide
basic and advanced telecommunications services on the reservation, and the residents of
the Crow reservation desperately want the service offered by Western Wireless. The
Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow Nation but to
Indian country in general. The opportunity for competitive, affardable wireless telephone
service on reservations should not pass us by.

This is critically important to us and to all other tribes similarly situated. Thank
you in advance for your support.

Sincerely,

William Kindle, Chair
Rosebud Sioux Tribe




cc!

Chairlady Nomee

Western Wireless Corporation
Charles W. Blackwell
Commissioner Tristani
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Furthgott-Roth
FCC Common Carrier Bureau
Senator Dorgan

Senator Conrad

Senator Burns

Senator Campbell

Senator Inouye

- Senator Baccus

Senator McCain
Charles W. Blackwell, Esq.




December 17, 1999

Federal Communications Commission
Commorr Carrier Docket No. 96-45 mmom\—\
1919 M Steet KW ED
Washington, D.C. 20554 OEe 4 »
o e | 299
FCC, e ﬂi‘-"r

- The Rosebud Sioux Tribe would like for the FCC to considey the Tribe’s comments
concerning the FCC proposed rulemaking on Common Carrier Docket No. 9645,

The Tribe is very concerned with the low selephone penctration rate and the high cost of
basic service on the Rosebud Reservation. Please see attached “Western Wireless Corporation

Reservation Profile” for specific information regerding the Tribe's telephone service situation
an: the Rosebud Reservation.

kgasgin\%g to the Tribe’s current wire service in

owr geographical area. ?35&&6 g&tgbqsn Tribe 10

experience the benefits of competition for the Tribe’s present wire line service providers. And

Jfinally express encouragement for the FCC to expedite federal Tow inecewe and administrative

procecheres which clearly establish a universal service system at the federal level which

recogrizes the sovereign siatus of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe as a domestic sovereign nation
subject 10 full erjoymen of the federal-tribal trust relationship.

ey

RST Utility Commission

cc:  William Kindle, RST Chairman




‘Western Wirelen

Attn: Charies W. Binchwell
Native Afllsirs Office
230 East Capitel St. NE.
Washingten, D.C. 20063
Pl QO2) S46-6616; Fax: (202) S46-6665;
E-maill: NADG@arols.com
Westera Wireless Corporation
Regervafion Profile

Genergl Information

Trbe_Rosebud Sioux Tribe Addess PO Box 430

Chairperson__ William KindTe

Tohlhnd(Anu).

A TribelLand3.2 #1111cm ABad pon +housanG Fee Simpls
Touxmwpuum 18.995 _ Total Reservation lsbor foroe

63% Avezage par capits income. 34, 803
Tmlmuﬂim 1,185 units (trlbal only)

mqumﬁMsL‘“ Commwnities

Descrintion of Reservagion Econemy

ist major sources of ontescrvation  Rosebud Sioux Tribe, BIA,
Todd County Schools.

Lisz curremt Reservation sesidential welephone camrier(s). caldan Mest Companies,
S Weat __and Grsat Plains Comaunications.

Number of households without telephones over 50X of total household units
Check the box(s) which best describes barriers 10 telephone servios

1. 3 Local calfing arcs results in most calls being toll.

2. @ Insnilation (Tins) costs oo high

3. & Monthly residentinl costi are too high

4. 5§ Residential phose Knes are shared/party lines

Check if relephooe services sre unaveilshle for:

0 Telemodical (for ribal clinics/hospitals) (1 Businass(s) & Emexgency (911)
0O Educstion/Classrooms/Computers

Name Tony RogexFhose 505-747-_-%.805—747- B-mai tuc39@qwtc.net
4087 4093
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Three Affz!zazed Tribes ° Fort Berthold Indian Reservation
HC3 Box 2 o New Town, North Dakota 58763-940.2

Sav 26, 2000

TRIBAL BUSINESS COUNCIL

T01-627-1781
Fax 701-627-3803

Wilham E. Kennard, Chair =
Federal Communications Caomimission
445 12th Street S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

'RE: Petition for 22signation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier
and for Related Waivers to Provide Universal Service to the Crow
Reservation, tMoentana, ©C Docket Mo, 96-45, DASS-1847

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Three Affiliated Tribes supports the sovereign request of the Crow Tribe to
have the FCC grant the Western Wireless petition for ETC status on the Crow
reservation. The Three Affiliated Trbes, like the Crow Tribe, 1s a domestic sovercign
nation and we expect the FCC to affinn cur tribal sovereign.y, by granting Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC”) status to Western Wireless for the Crow Tribes
because we anticipate a sinular | ‘fition for us.

For over two years now, the Federal Communications Commission has focused on
the extraordinary need of te!=communicaticns service on American Indian reservations.
All residents of Indian reservations must have access to high-quality basic and advanced
telecommunications services. We have great hope that your efforts in this regard will
translatc into the Mandan. Hidatsa and Arikara Nation having equal access to the
teleccommunications service necessary to bring about solid economic and social prosperity
for our peopie.

The time is now for immediate FCC action on severad matters, including the
designation of competitive carriers, like Western Wircless, as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier {ETC) und making federal universal service funding available
to competitive carriers serving our rescrvation as well as the Crow.

We specifically request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition
ol Western Wircless, submiticd to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western Wireless
seeks ETC status to provide service to Crow tribal reservation lands within the context of
the universal service subsidy program. [t is our understandmg that Western Wireless has
the full support of the Crow MNation; Westarn Wircless stands ready to build the necessary
inlrastructure to provide basic and advancad telccommunications services on the
reservation; and the residenis ={the Crow roservation
desperately want the scrvices offered by Wostern Wireless. This is a true definition of
tribal soverelgnty.

Uc

MAND AN, F7DATSA, & ARIKARA NATION
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May 26, 2000 lettar to designate Crow iLororvation, Montzoa as Eligible Telecommumeation Carrier

The Western Wircless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow
Nations and the Winnebage Tribe but to all Indian Country in general. The opportunity for
compelitive, affordable wircless telephone service on reservations should not pass us by.

This is critically imposiant to us and to all other tribes similarly situated. Thank
you in advance for your suprort. /,/

amcerc
/
e W \&
/ Tex G{Hall.'\Chairma

“fliliated Tribes

Xc:  Chairlady Nomee
Western Wireless Corporation
Charles W. Blackwell
Cormmissioner Tostan
Comumissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Furthgett-Roth




BILL ANOATUBDY

casav Nation
3 ¢ Ada, Cllahoma 74821
+ Fax (582) 4364287

CONVtRAOKL L
RN 2000

M. William E. Kennard, Chajrmuar
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.\W

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Kennard:

The Chickasaw Nation supports the Crow Tribse in its sovereign reques: to have the Federal ,Communica;ions
Commission grant Eligible Telccommunications Carricr status 10 Western Wireless Corporation for service on the Crow
reservation. As domestic sovereign nations, the Crow Thibe and the Chickasaw Nation, like all federally-recognized tribes,
have che inherent sovereign right to rezulate 2ffairs in ohoiz respective jurisdictions. Inserting a state into the process is not
proper. :

ranrdinary need for teleccommunications service for Native American
17015 need access to high-quality basic and advanced telecommunica-

I<
<
=
~
=
v

We appreciate the FCC fozuning
reservations and communities. All residznes of thos
tions services.

<

The Chickasaw Nation supporis the Crav Tribe’s request to have the FCC approve ETC status for Western
Wireless services on the Crow reserva --med that, withoue this status, the Crow Tribe, 2s well as all tribes, -
will have to defer their inherent regulzsory sssues ranar-iing wireless telecommunications and similar matters to the various
states. This would be an unwelcom= p=:

ton. We are corn

cedent.

Within the true definition of tribal sovereignsy; the Crow people accept responsibility for their own future. Iuis
important to us and 10 all other tribes sumilacly sivuared chat vou suppert them in this. Your consideration is appreciated.

‘noatubby, Governor
-~ hickasaw Narlon

cc: Chairlady Nomee Westerr. Vrzless Corporation Commissioner Tristani
Commissioner Ness Commissinnzr Powell Commissioner Furthgoti-Roth
Senator [nhofe Senator Mi-kles Senator McCain
Senator Campbell Senarer Inouve Senator Burns
Lt. Governor Kecl FCC Cominan Carrier Burcau Ambassador Blackwell

Ve e \Web Suer h\\p',Nwww.chlckasaw,coml~cna\'-on
Mgt ur e rickasaw.com

) < - governora®@ cnickasaw.
Govainor's email addrese. g




From:

The Otfice Of The
Picuris Pueblo Governor

May 26, 2000

Wilham E. Kennard, Chauman
Federal Communications Commussion
445 12° Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 2055/

RE:  Petinon for Desigiion as an *I'aible Telecommunicadons Carrier and for
Related Waivers i Provide Linversal Service to the Crow Reservation,
Montana, CC Docket No. 06-45 DA 99-1847

Dear Chaurman Kennard.

The sovereign Picuris Pueblo Trbal C:overnment supports the sovereign request of
the Crow Tribe to have the FCC grant Tligible Telecommunications Carrier
(“ETC”) status to Westn Wirgless Cocporadon for the Crow Reservation. Your

decision ur this matter will impact sl o indian Country in the United States.

At the field hearing in Afhuquerque: each tibal leader who testified verified the
need for better telephone services on our reservations. We also affirmed our status
as domestic sovereign natens. Picuris Tueblo, and other tnbal governments in New
Mexico, the same as the Crow tribe, want the FCC to work with us rather than doing
anything that may insert governments in the process.

Please act quickly to fulfill the Comnmiission’s federal trust responsibility and grant
ETC status to Western ireless o i Crow reservation.

Sincerely

. ‘,«”" ,’/": (/'L/—\ : -
A2l fz-&![éz';'i-;l-c’f/LL- L
ed E

agle Rae, Governor
PUEBLO OF PICUR!:

Picuris Pueblo
P.O. Box 127
Penasco, New Mexico

87553

{503) 587-2519
FAX (505) 587-1071




CC:

Chairlady Nomee/Crow Tribe
Western Wireless Corporation
Sen. Domenici

Sen. Bingaman

Sen. Campbell

Sen. McCain

Sen. Inouye

Rep. Udall

Rep. Skeen

Commissioner Tristani
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Furthgott-Roths
Charles W. Blaclksvell, Esq.




Muscogee (Creek) Nation

PRINCIPAL CHIEF OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF
R. Perry Beaver PO Box 580
(HWY 75, Loop 56)

SECOND C};IEF Okmulgee, Ok 74447
A.D. ‘Ellis 918/756-8700

May 31, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE:  Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and for Related
Waivers to Provide Universal Service to the Crow Reservation, Montana, CC Docket No.
96-45, DA 99-1847

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation supports the Crow Tribe in it’s sovereign request to have the Federal
Communications Commission (“FCC”) grant Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“ETC”) status
to Western Wireless Corporation for service on the Crow Reservation.

As a domestic sovereign Indian nation, the Crow Tribe and the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, like all
tribes in America, have the inherent sovereign right to regulate affairs in their jurisdiction. This means
that any action by the FCC that would insert the state into the process would be unacceptable.

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation, headquartered in Okmulgee, Oklahoma, represents over 40,000
Indian people. Every individual tribe in this country zealously guards against encroachments that may
erode not only their tribal sovereignty, but also the sovereignty of all American Indian tribes.

For over two years, the FCC has focused on the extraordinary need for telecommunications services
to American Indian reservations and communities. All residents of Indian reservations and
communities must have access to high quality basic and advanced telecommunications services.

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation supports the Crow Tribe’s request to have the FCC approve ETC
status for Western Wireless services on the Crow reservation. We are concerned that the failure to
grant ETC status will force the Crow Tribe, as well as other tribes, to defer regulatory issues
regarding wireless telecommunications and similar such matters to the various states. This would be
an unwelcome precedent nationwide. We feel it is the Commission’s federal trust responsibility to
insure that our sovereignty is upheld. Within the true definition of tribal sovereignty, the Crow people



accept responsibility for their own future. Itis critically important to us and to all other tribes similarly
situated that you support them in this. Thank you in advance for your support.

Sincerely, )
AREDE dalees

L
R. Perry Beaver, Principal Chief
Muscogee (Creek) Nation

PB/kb
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May 31, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairm=n
Federal Communications Cornmission
445 12% street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and for
Related Waivers to Provide Universal Service to the Crow Reservation, Montana,

CC Docket No. 96-45. DA 99-1847
Dear Chairman Kennard;

The Northermn Cheyenne Tribs of Moniann supports the sovereign request of the Crow
Tribe to have the Federsl Cornmmuninations Commission (“FCC”) grant Eligible
Telecommunications Cariier (“ETC™) staius to Western Wireless Corporation for the
Crow reservation. The MNorthern Cheyenne Tribe, like the Crow Tribe, is a domestic
sovereign nation and we expect the FCC io affirm our mutual tribal sovereignty in all of
its action.

For over two years now. the FCC has focused on the extraordinary need for improved
telecommunications service on American Indian reservations. All residents of all
American Indian reservetions must have access to high-quality basic and advanced
telecommunications servicc:. We have craat hope that your efforts in this regard will
translate into the MNosihan Cheyssns reservation have equal access to the
telecommunication servic:s nccessary ¢ bring sbout solid economic and social
prosperity for our people zs well as to Ist you know how important this is to our tribe.
We see our situation as bsing very similer to that of the Crow Tribe, being located in
Montana, with a large landimass and a defined population where wireless services seem
particularly good.

The time is no for immedi=te FCC action on ssveral matter, including the designation of
competitive carriers, like Yesiern Wircless,
service funding available (o competitive cumers serving our reservations. We have the
authority and the ability te izoulate thess retivities.

The Northern Cheyenne Tribe supporis the Crow Tribe’s request to have the FCC
approve ETC stat for Western Wireless sorvices on the Crow reservation. As a Montana
Tribe, we are concerned that the fadure to grant ETC status will necessarily force the

LITTLE WOLF AND MORMING STAR - Out of defeat and axile they fed us back
to Montana and won ¢ Cheyenne homeland that wa will keap forever

as an ETC thereby making federal universal



