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Dear Ms. Salas,

On Tuesday, June 6, 2000, Commissioner Gloria Tristani and I spoke with
Commissioner Llaska Schoenfelder (South Dakota PUC), Commissioner Joe Garcia
(Florida PSC), Commissioner Pat Wood (Texas PUC), and Commissioner Bob Rowe
(Montana PSC) regarding the above-referenced docket. Commissioner Tristani and I
called the state Joint Board Members to seek their input on possible procedures for
designating eligible telecommunications carriers (ETCs) on tribal lands and, in particular,
how to resolve preliminary jurisdictional issues. We also briefly discussed proposals
regarding increased Lifeline and LinkUp support for tribal lands.

With regard to the ETC issues, the state commissioners expressed various views.
Commissioner Schoenfelder emphasized that states are generally charged with
designating ETCs and that designating ETCs on tribal lands involves complex factual
issues, particularly where reservations may be a patchwork of tribal and non-tribal lands.
She also emphasized that jurisdictional questions on tribal lands involve complex issues
other than telephone law issues. Commissioner Wood expressed the view that as
administrators of the federal universal service fund, the Commission may appropriately
set parameters for ETC designations, including timeframes for FCC action.
Commissioner Rowe offered several ideas for deciding who has jurisdiction to designate
ETCs on tribal lands, including a consultative process or a process by which the FCC
would let states comment on whether they have jurisdiction over ETC designations on
tribal lands within their borders.
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