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Re: Merger of Qwest Communications International Inc. and
US WEST, Inc., CC Docket No. 99-272

Dear Ms. Salas:

Qwest Communications International Inc. ("Qwest") is writing to
advise the Commission of a modification to its divestiture plan filed in the above­
referenced docket. See Divestiture Compliance Report (filed April 14, 2000)
("Divestiture Report").

In the Divestiture Report, Qwest described its plan to unbundle and
divest interLATA transmission service in connection with the provision of Internet­
based information services. Qwest stated that at divestiture it would discontinue
the provision of any prohibited in-region interLATA backbone service crossing U S
WEST LATA boundaries. Qwest also explained that it would continue to sell
Internet services to in-region customers. However, Qwest explained that such
customers would be required to obtain interLATA transmission from another
carrier. Following the example of other BOCs, Internet-related transmissions of in­
region customers would be routed to a GSP with whom the customer would have a
separate contractual relationship. Qwest indicated that Concentric Network Corp.
("Concentric") would provide service as the asp for the in-region customers to
whom Qwest provides dial-up Internet access service. Touch America, Inc. ("Touch
America") will be the GSP for in-region customers of other Internet services offered
by Qwest, including broadband dedicated Internet access and web hosting services.
See Divestiture Report at 63-86.
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Qwest has decided to modify its arrangements with Touch America in
one respect. Initially Qwest envisioned that it would unbundle its dedicated and
other Internet services sold to in-region customers, and Touch America would sell
those customers interLATA transmission service between Qwest in-region routers
and Qwest out-of-region routers for the purpose of connecting the customers to
Qwest Internet services offered from out-of-region locations.

Qwest and Touch America are revising their respective network plans
in connection with the divestiture of these customers. Different technical measures
will now be implemented such that Touch America will provide the same kind of
GSP services as Concentric will to dial-up customers. Specifically, Qwest will
continue to sell dedicated Internet access and other services to in-region customers.
Touch America will assume responsibility to act as the GSP for those customers,
and in that capacity Touch America will provide end users with connectivity to the
Internet via its arrangements with other backbone providers. Touch America will
not offer those divested customers connectivity between Qwest in-region and out-of­
region routers as originally planned. Qwest will continue to provide Touch America
with the GSP support services referenced in the Divestiture Plan. See Divestiture
Report at 72.

Other BOCs have the same kind of arrangements with GSPs in
connection with their own provision of Internet services to in-region customers.
These arrangements are the model on which Qwest has based this aspect of its
divestiture. Hence, this revision in the Qwest divestiture plan should be fully
consistent with the Commission's commitment to complete its review of that plan
within 45 days.

Qwest will continue to sell its out-of-region Internet services to out-of­
region customers. In the future, Qwest may also provide Internet service to in­
region customers on a different, but legally permissible, basis from the
arrangements that will apply at divestiture. However, for the present Qwest is
focused on completing the divestiture on the terms discussed above.
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If any questions arise in connection with this matter, please contact
the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter A. Rohrbach
Counsel for Qwest Communications
International Inc.

cc: Service list
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SERVICE LIST

Michael G. Jones
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
(Attorneys for McLeod USA

Telecommunications Services)
1155 21st Street, NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036

Ruth Milkman
Lawler, Metzger & Milkman
(Attorneys for Allegiance Telecom, Inc.)
1909 K Street, NW
Suite 820
Washington, DC 20006

Robert W. McCausland, Vice President
Regulatory and Interconnection
Allegiance Telecom, Inc.
1950 Stemmons Freeway, Suite 3026
Dallas, TX 75207-3118

Daniel M. Waggoner
Gregory J. Kopta
Robert S. Tanner
Davis Wright Tremaine
(Attorneys for Nextlink, ATGI, GST and

Firstworld)
1500 K Street., NW
Suite 450
Washington, DC 20005

R. Gerard Salemme
Daniel Gonzalez
Alaine Miller
NEXTLINK
1730 Rhode Island Ave., NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036

*Vla hand delivery

\ \ \DC - 66983/15 - #988442 v4

1

Kath Thomas
Advanced Telecom Group, Inc.
100 Stony Point Road, Suite 130
Santa Rosa, CA 95401

Brian D. Thomas
Gary Yaquinto
GST Telecommunications, Inc.
4001 Main Street
Vancouver, WA 98663

Victoria T. Aguilar
First World Communications Inc.
8390 E. Crescent Parkway, Suite 300
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

Gary Slaiman
Kristine Debry
Swidler Berlin Shereff & Friedman
(Attorneys for Ensure Responsible

Billing)
3000 K Street, NW
Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007

James R. Scheltema
Blumenfeld & Cohen
(Attorneys for Rhythms Netconnections,
Inc.)
1625 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Suite 300
Washington, DC 20036



Jeffrey Blumenfeld
Blumenfeld & Cohen
1615 M Street, N.W., Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

James S. Finerfrock
Richard S. Becker & Associates
(Attorneys for TSR Wireless LLC)
1915 Eye Street, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20006

J. Carl Wilson
Lisa B. Smith
MCI WorldCom, Inc.
1801 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, DC 20006

Mark Rosenblum
Roy Hoffinger
Aryeh S. Friedman
AT&T
295 N. Maple Ave.
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Thomas M. Koutsky
Jason Oxman
Covad Communications Company
600 14th Street, NW, Suite 750
Washington, DC 20005

Clay Deanhardt
Covad Communications Company
2330 Central Expressway, Building B
Santa Clara, CA 05050
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J. Richard Smith
Craft Fridkin & Rhyne
1100 One Main Plaza
4435 Main Street
Kansas City, MO 64111

Peter Froning, Executive Director
New Mexico Rural Dev. Response Council
Alvarado Square, Mail Stop 0402
Albuquerque, NM 87158

John W. Mooty
Gray, Plant, Mooty, Mooty & Bennett
(Attorneys U S WEST Retiree Assoc.)
3400 City Center
33 South Sixth Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Janice Myles*
Common Carrier Bureau
Policy and Program Planning Division
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW, Room 5-C327
Washington, DC 20554

ITS*
445 Twelfth Street, SW, Room CY-B402
Washington, DC 20554

Lawrence Strickling, Chief*
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW., Room, 5-C450
Washington, DC 20554



Robert Atkinson, Deputy Chief*
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW., Room, 5-C356
Washington, DC 20554

Michelle Carey, Deputy Chief*
Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW., Room, 5-C122
Washington, DC 20554

Margaret Egler*
Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW., Room, 5-ClOO
Washington, DC 20554
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Christopher Wright*
General Counsel
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW., Room, 8-C723
Washington, DC 20554

James Bird*
Office of General Counsel
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW., Room, 8-C723
Washington, DC 20554

Paula Silberthau*
Office of General Counsel
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW., Room, 8-B521
Washington, DC 20554
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