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By fax to (202) 418-2824

Re: Public Forum on Submarine Cable Landing Licenses,
November 8, 1999,

Dear Ms. Nightingale:

Pursuant to the Public Notice released on October 8, 1999, DA 99
2148, announcing a public forum on November 8, 1999 to provide an opportunity for
the public to identify issucs that should be addressed in a proceeding on submarine
cable licensing policies, I wish to inform you that AT&T would like to make a
presentation at the public forum. I am also providing the following outline of the
presentation.

AT&T's presentation will urge the Commission to continue its
longstanding and successful submarine cable licensing policies. which encourage
U.S. earners to use the submarine cable arrangements Ehat best suit their business
needs. whether consortium or Don-consortium, common carrier or private. The
success of Ihese policies is demonstrated by the continued and accelerating expansion
in capacity and decreasing prices of submarine cables, resulting in lower costs for
U.S. carriers, more new entry to the U.S. international market, and lower prices for
U.S. consumers.

The Commission has done much in recent years to remove
unnecessary regulation and encourage competition in the U.S. international market.
AT&T supports measures to encourage additional flexibility in U.S. carriers' use of
submarine cables, such as by further streamlining the licensing process. However,

No. oj Copies ,ec'd ~~i__

listABCDE

roo
1.- d 66S9vv1.-98v 'ONl61 :S1 '18/01.-: SI 66 .61.- '0 I (Hid) 1djQ MVl l~lV WOH3



Ms. Elizabeth Nightingale
October 29, 1999
Page 2

AT&T opposes proposals that the Commission should DOW reverse course and
introduce new unnecessary regulation - by imposing unwarranted restrictions on
consortium cables that would raise costs and prices in the U.S. international market.

Submarine cable consonia are pro-competitive because they provide
U.S. carriers with facility expansion on international routes at the lowest cost and
risk. Hypothetical and implausible theories. put forth in opposition to the recently
approved Japan-U.S. Cable. and supported by no showing of competitive harm.
provide no basis for changing longstanding Commission policies requiring the
inclusion of all interested U.S. carriers in submarine cable consortia, or even for
issuing proposed rules that would themselves limit U.S. carriers· facility planning
options while they remained pending before the Commission. thus raising costs and
prices. The Commission protects competition. not competitors. and should continue
to require private cables to succeed or fail on their merits. rather than by limiting new
consortium cables.

For these reasons, AT&T believes that no proceeding is necessary to
address the structural/ownership issues referenced in the Public Notice. Instead. any
proceeding on submarine cables should focus on streamlining the Commission's
cable landing license application and transfer process to be more consistent with the
procedures tbat now apply to section 214 applications and transfers.

Please contact the undersigned on (908) 221-8023 ifyou need any
additional information.

Sincerely,

J:"+46-l~.
James J. R. Talbot
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