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VIA FACSIMILE

Commissioner Harold Furchtgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554
Re: CS Docket No. 98-120 /

Dear Commissioner Furchtgott-Roth:

Tom Draper, President of Draper Communications, Inc., licensee of WBOC-TV,
Salisbury, Maryland, would like to meet with you about various digital carriage issues on
Wednesday, June 20 at anytime except 3-3:45 p.m., when we are scheduled to meet with the
Chairman. We will try to meet with other Commissioners and Congressmen on the same day.
Salisbury is the 162nd television market in the United States, and its service area is impinged
upon by numerous stations in the very large adjacent markets of Washington, DC, Baltimore and
Philadelphia. WBOC-TV has recently received its DTV grant from the Commission and is
moving ahead quickly to put its digital facilities on the air.

Tom would like to meet with you to explain:
¢ his plans for digital service;

e how he cannot persuade the local cable systems even to discuss carriage of
WBOC-TV’s digital signal with him;

e how WBOC-TV will be hurt by the absence of rules covering network
nonduplication, syndicated exclusivity, degradation of signals, channel
positioning, tier placement and navigation devices;

e how cable carriage is critical if broadcasters, particularly small market stations
like WBOC-TV, are to make the transition to digital. Cable penetration in
Salisbury’s DMA is 75% and inevitably potential early DTV adapters will
come from this group of cable subscribers;
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e how concerns about discriminatory behavior by cable systems that enjoy
bottleneck power and in many cases have financial interests in competing
cable programming require prompt FCC action; and
e why there is no issue more important to the success and speed of the DTV
transition.
Tom and I are particularly eager to meet with you. Please call me at 202-662-
5506.

Respectfully submitted,

A S

Jonathan D. Blake

Attorney for
Draper Communications, Inc.

cc: Ms. Helgi Walker
Ms. Deborah Lathen
Mr. Roy Stewart
Mr. Tomas H. Draper
Ms. Ellen P. Goodman
CS Docket No. 98-120
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VIA FACSIMILE

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554 v
Re:  CS Docket No. 98-120 /

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Tom Draper, President of Draper Communications, Inc., licensee of WBOC-TV,
Salisbury, Maryland, would like to meet with you about various digital carriage issues on
Wednesday, June 20 at anytime except 3-3:45 p.m., when we are scheduled to meet with the
Chairman. We will try to meet with other Commissioners and Congressmen on the same day.
Salisbury is the 162nd television market in the United States, and its service area is impinged
upon by numerous stations in the very large adjacent markets of Washington, DC, Baltimore and
Philadelphia. WBOC-TV has recently received its DTV grant from the Commission and is
moving ahead quickly to put its digital facilities on the air.

Tom would like to meet with you to explain:
¢ his plans for digital service;

e how he cannot persuade the local cable systems even to discuss carriage of
WBOC-TV’s digital signal with him;

e how WBOC-TV will be hurt by the absence of rules covering network
nonduplication, syndicated exclusivity, degradation of signals, channel

positioning, tier placement and navigation devices;

e how cable carriage is critical if broadcasters, particularly small market stations
like WBOC-TV, are to make the transition to digital. Cable penetration in
Salisbury’s DMA is 75% and inevitably potential early DTV adapters will
come from this group of cable subscribers;
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e how concerns about discriminatory behavior by cable systems that enjoy
bottleneck power and in many cases have financial interests in competing
cable programming require prompt FCC action; and
e why there is no issue more important to the success and speed of the DTV
transition.
Tom and I are particularly eager to meet with you. Please call me at 202-662-
5506.

Respectfully submitted,
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J Qnathan D. Blake

Attorney for
’/Draper Communications, Inc.

cc: Mr. David Goodfriend
Ms. Deborah Lathen
Mr. Roy Stewart
Mr. Tomas H. Draper
Ms. Ellen P. Goodman
CS Docket No. 98-120




ORIGINAL

COVlNGTON & BURLING =X PARTE OR LATE F”_ED
1201 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW WASHINGTON, DC JONATHAN D. BLAKE
WASHINGTON, DC 20004-2401 NEW YORK TEL 202.662.5506
TEL 202.662.6000 LONDON FAX 202.778.5506
FAX 202.662.6291 BRUSSELS JBLAKE @ COV.COM
WWW.COV.COM SAN FRANCISCO
June 14, 2000
VIA FACSIMILE > <000

Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554
Re: CS Docket No. 98-120

Dear Commissioner Tristani:

Tom Draper, President of Draper Communications, Inc., licensee of WBOC-TV,
Salisbury, Maryland, would like to meet with you about various digital carriage issues on
Wednesday, June 20 at anytime except 3-3:45 p.m., when we are scheduled to meet with the
Chairman. We will try to meet with other Commissioners and Congressmen on the same day.
Salisbury is the 162nd television market in the United States, and its service area is impinged
upon by numerous stations in the very large adjacent markets of Washington, DC, Baltimore and
Philadelphia. WBOC-TV has recently received its DTV grant from the Commission and is
moving ahead quickly to put its digital facilities on the air.

Tom would like to meet with you to explain:
e his plans for digital service;

e how he cannot persuade the local cable systems even to discuss carriage of
WBOC-TV’s digital signal with him,;

e how WBOC-TV will be hurt by the absence of rules covering network
nonduplication, syndicated exclusivity, degradation of signals, channel
positioning, tier placement and navigation devices;

e how cable carriage is critical if broadcasters, particularly small market stations
like WBOC-TV, are to make the transition to digital. Cable penetration in
Salisbury’s DMA is 75% and inevitably potential early DTV adapters will
come from this group of cable subscribers;
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e how concerns about discriminatory behavior by cable systems that enjoy
bottleneck power and in many cases have financial interests in competing
cable programming require prompt FCC action; and
e why there is no issue more important to the success and speed of the DTV
transition.
Tom and I are particularly eager to meet with you. Please call me at 202-662-
5506.

Respectfully submitted,
Jonathan D. Blake

i/ Attorney for
Draper Communications, Inc.

cc: Mr. Rick Chessen
Ms. Deborah Lathen
Mr. Roy Stewart
Mr. Tomas H. Draper
Ms. Ellen P. Goodman
CS Docket No. 98-120
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Commissioner Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: CS Docket No. 98-120

Dear Commissioner Powell:

Tom Draper, President of Draper Communications, Inc., licensee of WBOC-TV,
Salisbury, Maryland, would like to meet with you about various digital carriage issues on
Wednesday, June 20 at anytime except 3-3:45 p.m., when we are scheduled to meet with the
Chairman. We will try to meet with other Commissioners and Congressmen on the same day.
Salisbury is the 162nd television market in the United States, and its service area is impinged
upon by numerous stations in the very large adjacent markets of Washington, DC, Baltimore and
Philadelphia. WBOC-TV has recently received its DTV grant from the Commission and is
moving ahead quickly to put its digital facilities on the air.

Tom would like to meet with you to explain:
e his plans for digital service;

¢ how he cannot persuade the local cable systems even to discuss carriage of
WBOC-TV’s digital signal with him;

e how WBOC-TV will be hurt by the absence of rules covering network
nonduplication, syndicated exclusivity, degradation of signals, channel
positioning, tier placement and navigation devices;

e how cable carriage is critical if broadcasters, particularly small market stations
like WBOC-TV, are to make the transition to digital. Cable penetration in
Salisbury’s DMA is 75% and inevitably potential early DTV adapters will
come from this group of cable subscribers;
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e how concerns about discriminatory behavior by cable systems that enjoy
bottleneck power and in many cases have financial interests in competing
cable programming require prompt FCC action; and
e why there is no issue more important to the success and speed of the DTV
transition.
Tom and I are particularly eager to meet with you. Please call me at 202-662-
5506. ‘
Respectfully submitted,
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Attorney for
Draper Communications, Inc.

cc: Ms. Marsha MacBride
Ms. Deborah Lathen
Mr. Roy Stewart
Mr. Tomas H. Draper
Ms. Ellen P. Goodman
CS Docket No. 98-120




