
DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
BEFORE THE

1fftbtral Qtommunirations Qtommission
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment of Section 73.202(b),
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(Cheboygan, Rogers City,
and Onaway,1 Michigan)

To: Chief, Allocations Branch

)
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)
)
)

COMMENTS AND COUNTERPROPOSALS

Northern Radio Network Corporation, (''NRN''), licensee of, among other stations, WHAK-

PM, Rogers City, Michigan, herein submits its Comments and Counterproposals in the above-

captioned proceeding.

Escanaba License Corp. ("Escanaba") has proposed allotment of Channel 26OC2 at

Cheboygan, Michigan, as that community's second FM service. Channel 260C2, as Escanaba notes,

can be alloted to Cheboygan only ifthe Commission changes the frequency ofWHAK-FM, Rogers

City, Michigan, from Channel 26OC2 to Channel 292C2. In response to Escanaba's petition, the

Commission released a Notice ofProposed Rule Making and Order to Show Cause ("NPRM") on

April 25,2000 (DA 00-916). The Commission set June 16,2000, as the date for the WHAK-FM

licensee2 to show cause why that station's authorization should not be modified.

1

2

Onaway has been added to the caption.

The NRPM refers to Ives Broadcasting, Inc., NRN's predecessor.
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NRN does not want to change the frequency ofWHAK-FM. The change proposed would

substantially disrupt station operations, cause confusion to the listening audience and result in

significant costs that NRN would have to bear initially. (Although the ultimate permittee of

Escanaba's proposed Cheboygan station would be responsible for reimbursement ofWHAK-FM's

costs, obtaining that reimbursement is very likely to take an appreciable period of time. Moreover,

squabbling between parties as to the appropriate amount of reimbursement is not unusual.) Given

these circumstances, NRN has developed the alternative allotment proposal presented here, a

proposal that will better serve the public interest and avoid disruption ofWHAK-FM's operations.

Stated simply, there is no need to charge WHAK-FM's frequency in order to bring a new FM

allotment to Cheboygan (albeit it a Class C3 allotment rather than a Class C2 allotment as Escanaba

proposes). Furthermore, the channel Escanaba has targeted for use by WHAK-FM can be better used

to provide a first local service to Onaway, Michigan.

Specifically, NRN proposes allotment ofChannel 292C2 to Onaway, Michigan,3 and Channel

249C3 at Cheboygan.4 The Engineering Report ofMunn-Reese, Inc. (Exhibit 1hereto) demonstrates

that both ofNRN's proposed allotments meet all spacing requirements ofthe Commission's Rules.

Furthermore, each would provide a city-grade signal to all of its community of license.

3 The proposed special reference point for the Onaway allotment is N 45° 24' 00",
W 83° 57' 30".

14' 16".

4 The reference point for the proposed Cheboygan allotment is N 45° 34' 46", W 84°

MHM\Pleading\CounterproposaOnaway. Cheboygan
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Onaway, Michigan is an incorporated community with a 1990 population of 1,039 persons.

Onaway has a council-manager form of government. The community has a mayor and four city

commissioners. An appointed city manager oversees day to day operations. See Exhibit 2 hereto.

The local government operates three parks, a court house, the water system, and the police

department. A local ambulance service and a fire department are operated with surrounding township

governments. Id

Onaway, designated by the state legislature as "the Sturgeon Capital of Michigan," was

settled in the 1880s as a logging community. It was incorporated as a village in 1899 and became a

city in 1920. The local community is supported by several small manufacturing facilities and tourism.

Included as Exhibit 2 hereto are pages from two websites highlighting the attributes of Onaway. S

The proposed FM allotment would be Onaway's first local aural service. Thus, even if the

alternative frequency NRN proposes for Cheboygan were not considered, NRN's Onaway proposal

would be preferred over Escanaba's Cheboygan proposal. An allotment at Onaway would serve

allotment Priority Three as set forth in Revision ofFMAssignmentPolicies andProcedures, 90 FCC

2d 88 (1982). Escanaba's proposal to add a second FM frequency to Cheboygan6 would serve only

Priority Four (other public interest matters). The superiority ofNRN's proposal is underscored by

the fact it would not deprive Cheboygan ofthe opportunity to gain its second FM station. Nothing

www.onawayarea.com and www.multimei.com/city/mi/onaway

6 In addition to FM station WGFM, Cheboygan also has an AM station (WCBY)
and a television station (WTOM-TV).
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in Escanaba's petition or its Comments filed June 9, 2000, indicates that allotment of a Class C2

channel, as opposed to a Class C3 channel, is necessary to accomplish a public interest objective, such

as provision ofa first or second aural reception service.

NRN expressly states, with respect to each of its proposed allotments, if the allotment is

adopted, NRN it will file an application and, ifthat application is granted, NRN promptly will build

the station.

WHEREFORE, in light ofall circumstances present, NRN respectfully request that the FM

Table ofAllotments, Section 73.202(b) ofthe Commission's Rules, for the communities listed below,

be amended to read as follows:

Channel No.
Community

Cheboygan Michigan
Onaway, Michigan

Present

286Cl

Proposed

249C3, 286Cl
292C2

Reddy, Begley & McCormick
2175 K Street, N.W., Suite 350
Washington, D.C. 20037
(202) 659-5700

June 16, 2000

MHM\PJeadilw\CountaproposalOnaway, Cheboypn

NORTHERN RADIO NETWORK CORPORATION

;!fA / ,II); A A ~
By/(I#4t; 1/(/~--

MATTHEW H. McCORMICK
Its Counsel
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CERTIFICATION OF ENGINEERS

The firm of Munn-Reese, Inc., Broadcast Engineering Consultants, with offices at 100

Airport Drive, Coldwater, Michigan, has been retained for the purpose of preparing the technical

data forming this report.

The data utilized in this report was taken from the FCC Secondary Database and data on

file. While this information is believed accurate, errors or omissions in the database and file data

are possible. This firm may not be held liable for damages as a result of such data errors or

onnsslons.

The report has been prepared by properly trained electronics specialists under the direction

of the undersigned whose qualifications are a matter of record before the Federal Communications

Commission.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the contents of this report are true and accurate to

the best ofmy knowledge and belief

June 7, 2000

100 Airport Drive, PO Box 220
Coldwater, Michigan 49036

Telephone: 517-278-7339

MUNN-REESE, INC.

By __G;_IL----r-·~~+_.-l_'_J:;,_~2_-.--_- _
~e S. Reese, President

MUNN-REESE, INC.
Broadcast Engineering Consultants

Coldwater, MI 49036



DISCUSSION OF REPORT

The office of Munn-Reese, Inc. has been retained to prepare this engineenng report for
Northern Radio Network Corp., licensee of WHAK-FM, Rogers City, MI in support of a
counterproposal to amend the FM Table of Allotments found in 47 CFR §73.202(b). Escanaba
License Corp. (''Escanaba'') has filed a petition, RM-9850, to amend the Table of Allotments in order
to allot a new 260C2 facility for Cheboygan, MI. The Escanaba proposal involves the reallocation of
WHAK-FM, currently operating on channel 260C2, to be relocated to channel 292C2. This report
provides technical support for a counterproposal allowing WHAK-FM to remain on its current channel
while creating two additional new facilities; Channel 292C2, Onaway, MI, and 249C3, Cheboygan,
MI.

A study was made of the Channel 292C2 allocation at Onaway, MI using a special reference
point. This point is defined by the coordinates: 45° 24' 00" NL and 83° 57' 30" WL. Using a currently
updated secondary copy of the FCC database of FM broadcast stations, the Tabulation of Allocation
Spacing found in Figure 1 was developed. Inspection of this tabulation will show that under the
current rules the proposed reference point meets all spacing requirements.

Figure 2 shows an InterDLGTM map of the open area for Channel 292C2 at the special
reference point. The special reference point used is well within the defined open area. Figure 2A is a
topographical map of the special reference point. A second InterDLGTM map, included as Figure 3,
shows the predicted principal community contour (70 dBu - 3.16 mY/m) that a full Class C2 facility
operating from the reference point would produce. The community boundaries of Onaway are shown
on this map and lie completely within the predicted contour.

A Tabulation of Allocation Spacing for the proposed channel 249C3 facility is shown as Figure
4. The special reference point used for this study was a point centrally located within the defined open
area. The reference point bears the coordinates of 45° 34' 46" NL and 84° 14' 16" WL. Inspection of
this tabulation will show that this site meets all of the spacing requirements for 47 CFR §73.202(b).

Figure 5 shows the open area for Channel 249C3 at Cheboygan, MI. Figure SA is a
topographical map of the special reference point. Figure 6, shows the predicted principal community
contour (70 dBu - 3.16 mY/m) that a full Class C3 facility operating from the reference point would
produce. The community boundaries of Cheboygan are shown on this map and lie completely within
the predicted contour.

The counterproposal, which this engineering report supports, seeks to eliminate the
unnecessary burden of relocating WHAK-FM to a new channel while still allowing new facilities for
Cheboygan, MI, and Onaway, MI. No modification of any additional allocation is required to achieve
the goal of this proposal.

The counterproposal, which this report supports, requests the Table of Allotments found in 47
CFR §73.202(b) be amended as follows:

Community
Onaway, MI

Cheboygan, MI

Present Allocation

286Cl

MUNN-REESE, INC.
Broadcast Engineering Consultants

ColciNater. MI 40036

Proposed Allocation
292C2

249C3, 286CI



REFERENCE
45 24 00 N
83 57 30 W

Munn-Reese Inc.
Coldwater MI 49036

FIGURE 1
TABULATION OF ALLOCATION SPACINGS

CLASS = C2
Current Spacings

Channel 292 - 106.3 MHz

DISPLAY DATES
DATA 06-03-00
SEARCH 06-05-00

Call
N. Lat.

Channel
W. Lng.

Location
Power

Dist Azi
HAAT

FCC Margin

RADD ADD 292C2 Rogers City MI 2.86 94.3
45 23 53 83 55 19 50.000 kW 150 M

RM9850
RADD ADD 292C2 Rogers City MI 2.86 94.3

45 23 53 83 55 19 50.000 kW 150 M
RM9336

WKPK LIC 294C1 Gaylord MI 80.08 240.7
45 02 42 84 50 44 CN 100.000 kW 177 M

Northern Radio Of Gaylord, BLH19781221AB
RADD ADD 292A Honor MI 167.73 241. 3

44 39 41 85 48 52 6.000 kW 100 M

189.5 -186.64

189.5 -186.64

78.5 1.58

165.5 2.23

RADD ADD 293A Dafter MI 112.73 341. 4 105.5
46 21 36 84 25 36 6.000 kW 100 M

RM8667
AL293 VAC 293C Lion's Head ON 217.77 101.4 208.5

44 59 00 81 15 00 N 100.000 kW 600 M

AL293 VAC 293C Bruce Peninsula ON 217.77 101. 4 208.5
44 59 00 81 15 00 N 100.000 kW 600 M

WHST LIC 291C3 Tawas City MI 127.33 169.4 116.5
44 16 25 83 39 48 CN 25.000 kW 93 M

Norther Radio Network Corp BLH19971027KH
WKHQFM LIC 290C1 Charlevoix MI 92.62 255.1 78.5

45 10 49 85 05 50 CN 100.000 kW 272 M
Macdonald Garber Broadcast BLH19960603KB

AL291 VAC 291B Espanola ON 191.33 59.6 163.5
46 15 00 81 49 00 N 50.000 kW 150 M

7.23

9.27

9.27

10.83

14.12

27.83
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REFERENCE
45 34 46 N
84 14 16 W

Munn-Reese Inc.
PO Box 220 - Coldwater MI 49036

FIGURE 4
TABULATION OF ALLOCATION SPACINGS

CLASS = C3
Current Spacings

Channel 249 - 97.7 MHz

DISPLAY DATES
DATA 05-13-00
SEARCH 05-19-00

Call Channel
N. Lat. W. Lng.

Location
Power

Dist Azi
HAAT

FCC Margin

WIHC LIC 250C2 Newberry MI 117.57 325.7 117.0 0.57
46 26 58 85 06 04 CN 50.000 kW 150 M

Marathon Media Of Michigan BLH199601118K
WKLT LIC 248C2 Kalkaska MI 117.73 222.2 117.0 0.73

44 47 29 85 14 20 CN 32.000 kW 188 M
Northern Radio Of Michigan BMLH19990303KB

AL247 VAC 247B Sault Ste Marie ON 104.41 356.0 84.0 20.41
46 31 00 84 20 00 N 50.000 kW 150 M

CBCEFM OPE 248B Little Current ON 179.04 76.5 149.0 30.04
45 56 01 81 59 33 CN 21.000 kW 214 M

WMRXFM APP 249A Beaverton MI 189.40 187.1 142.0 47.40
43 53 16 84 31 45 CN 4.100 kW 122 M

Steel Broadcasting, Inc BMLH19960717KB
WMRXFM LIC 249A Beaverton MI 189.40 187.1 142.0 47.40

43 53 16 84 31 45 CN 2.000 kW 122 M
Steel Broadcasting, Inc BLH19880816LB

WCMZFM LIC 252C3 Sault Ste. Marie MI 100.78 0.3 43.0 57.78
46 29 10 84 13 49 CN 25.000 kW 100 M

Central Michigan Universit BLED19901113KA
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City of Onaway Page 1 of5

Welcome to the Onaway City Hall Homepage!

The Sturgeon Capital of-Michigan

Designated by the State of Michigan as Renaissance Zone Community, featuring TAX
FREE property development opportunities!

City Hall:

The City of Onaway is governed by the Council-Manager form ofgovernment. A Mayor
and four City Commissioners make the laws, and set the direction for the community's
future. An appointed City Manager oversees day-to-day operations and executes decisions
made by the elected officials.

The local government operates three parks, the Courthouse, water system, City streets,
Police Department, and a local Ambulance Service and Fire Department with the
surrounding Township governments.

The C.ity has been working diligently the past several years to improve our community.
Amencan flags fly proudly along the main streets during the summer months as our

IlLLP.lIWww.uIlawayar~a.l:UIIIIl:IlYIlaHJ UO/l.t.I.t.UUU



City of Onaway

population swells.

Page 2 of5

The Leo E. Goetz County Airport, located on the north side of the city has a lighted 2.600
- foot Class C landing strip. The local government is very interested in attracting new
development. We are now in the process of developing a municipal waste water system so
that there is more growth and opportunity for our citizens as we enter our second century.

As a Renaissance Zone Community, we now offer completely tax-free building sites on
M-211 along the airport property. Contact City Hall ifyou have intrest in relocating or
starting a business, and do it soon!

For further information, you may contact City Manager Paul Stankewitz.

City Hall is open weekdays from 8 a.m. to noon, and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

You may reach us by phone at (517) 733-8313, FAX (517) 733-8713 or ~mail us

Community and History

Our Town

Onaway was settled in the 1880's as a logging community and experienced rapid growth in
its early years. Onaway incorporated as a Village in 1899, and became a city in 1920. Until
the Lobdell-Emory Plant burned in 1926, Onaway "Steered the World" as the
manufacturing site of steering wheels for the American automobile industry. A residential
and tourist community today, Onaway is the Sturgeon Capital ofMichigan, a designation
made by the State Legislature in 1989. The sturgeon is a prehistoric fish that "haunts" the
deep recesses ofBlack Lake. This great fresh water fish can grow to lengths over six feet,
weigh 200 pounds and be decades old.

With a population ofjust over 1,000 residents, we are a nice sized community to visit, or
in which to relocate or retire. Land values are reasonable, crime is low, and the schools are
good. The population grows during the summer, as seasonal residents return. We serve as

Illlp./IWww.unawayan:::a.l,,;UIIIIl,,;uynatJJ VO/IL.IL.VVV



City of Onaway

the commercial center for western Presque Isle and eastern Cheboygan counties.

Recreation:

Page 3 of5

Onaway is truly becoming a tourist destination during all four seasons of the year.

Spring: Hunt for the elusive "morell" mushroom, see
wildflowers, and witness the rebirth ofnature after a
northern winter. The Smelt are running!

Summer: Camp at Onaway State Park, one ofMichigan's
oldest facilities, where you can swim, boat, and fish

;beautiful Black Lake, and collect Petoskey stones! The
.Black Lake State Forest campground, Clear Lake State Park
and several smaller sites have excellent camping as well.
Visit nearby Ocqueoc Falls, the largest in lower Michigan.

.There are many small lakes, as well as rivers and streams to
." fish or canoe. Your ATV, horse, or mountain bike will
come in handy on any of the hundreds ofmiles of trails
located close to town, especially at Black Mountain
Recreation Area. Black Mountain also has handicapped
accessible asphalt paths so that all can enjoy this scenic

area. Guided tours also are available in nearby elk country. Onaway celebrates our nation's
birth in style,with one of the best Independence Day celebrations in the north.

Fall: Beautiful color surrounds us! Deer hunting, either with bow or firearms is a big event
for us. A fresh dusting of snow on November 15th means full motels, restaurants, and
Buck Poles!

Winter: This wonderful season provides plenty of options, from ice fishing to skiing to
snowmobiling. The Fabulous February Snowmobile Racing Series attracts thousands to

IlLLp.l1 WWW.UIlawayarea.l:UIIIIl:uYllalll VOl 1 L-IL-VVV



Cny of Onaway

Onaway the last weekend ofFebruary, during our Sturgeon Shivaree.

Page 4 of5

For more information, contact the Onaway Area Chamber of Commerce at

(517) 733-2874 or (800) 711-3685.

Attractions:

The Onaway Motor Speedway provides family fun and excitement Saturday nights from
May to October at the fastest asphalt track in northern Michigan. You can golf at
Onaway's 18-hole championship course, Stoney Links. Two additional courses now are
being developed in the surrounding area.

The Onaway Courthouse, built in 1908 by Onaway's founder Merrit Chandler, is a must
see. The building was meant to entice the Presque Isle County government to move to
Onaway. When that failed to materialize, a new county consisting of western Presque Isle
and eastern Cheboygan County was proposed. The building was donated to the city, and
now serves as the Onaway Historical Society Museum. Many artifacts of the days when
Onaway "Steered the World" are located here, and restoration of the structure is now
underway.

Onaway's Chandler Park, now restored to its 1920s glory, is only one block from the
courthouse. Enjoy a brief stroll or settle down for a pleasant picnic. The park is the site of
an annual tree ceremony, where dozens of Christmas trees glow with holiday cheer.

BUp.11 www.unawayalt:a.l.:UIIIIl.:uynaw VOl IL.l L.VVV



City of Onaway

For more information:

Onaway Motor Speedway (517) 733-4644

Stoney Links Golf Course (517) 733-2683

Go to the Onaway Area Web Site

-

HLtp.ll www.unawayan:a.l.:UIIIIl.:UYllaw

Page 5 01'5
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Onaway, Michigan

Congf..atul$~!.. •...•..
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Onaway, Michigan
49765

Page I of2

Onaway is located at the
western edge of~r~~que Isl~

CQl.!rrtyat the junction ofM
68 and M-33. This area was
first settled in the 1880's by
Thomas Shaw and Marritt
Chandler. Chandler was the
first to plat the land, naming
the town after an Indian
maiden, Onaway. This town
grew during the lumber era
and was incorporated as a
village in 1899, and as a city
in 1903. Shortly after that,
Marritt built a courthouse on
the western edge of town
intending to attract the
county government to locate
there. It never happened.
Now the building contains
the local historical society.

Onaway today has retained
its small town atmosphere,
with the local economy
supported by several small
manufacturing facilities and
tourism. Winter sports are
popular -- as well as fishing,
including Black Lake,
historically known as a
source for sturgeon, now a
dwindling species; making
Onaway famous as the
Sturgeon Capital of
Michigan. Photos courtesy of:

Ken Huisjen, MultiMag, Inc.

Illlp.ll WWw.IIlUlLlIIlag.l:UIIIIl:lLY/IIlllunawaY/ VOl 1 L-I L-VVV



CITY GOVERNMENT - Onaway, Michigan Page 1 of2

GOVERNMENT INFORMATION
Onaway, Michigan

Address: 20631 State Str
PO Box 761

Onaway, Michigan 49765-0761
Phone (517) 733-8313

Fax (517) 733-8313
m/bd/www.aaow.co r onawav

IPopulation 111,039 I
ISq. Miles 11 1.7 I
IForm Govt. IICouncillManger I
IMeeting Illst & 3rd Mon.,7:00pm I

ICounty IIPresque Isle I
Iu.s. Rep IIBart Stupak-D (1) Iistupak@mail.house.gov I
IState Sen IIWalter North-R (37) Ilwnorth@mail.coast.net I
IState Rep IIAndy Neumann-D (1 06)llaneumann@house.state.mi.us

IAssessor IIGeorge Tupal 11517-733-2105

IAttorney IlMichael Vogler 1517-734-4715

IClerk IIDebra Boucher

ICharles Abshagen

Council
IJessie Horrocks

IEric Rose

ISandrea Sheridan

IFire Chief IIEric Rose I I
IManager Ilpaul Stankewitz

IMayor IIBernard Schmeltzer

IPolice Chief IIRoger Marsh

IPublic Info Ilpaul Stankewitz

IPublic WorksllPatrick Preseau I
ITreasurer IIDebra Boucher II

Back to Onaway Main Page.

Multimag is not connected or affiliated with any city, county, village, or township. We provide as
much community information as we can but have no official connection to this community. If you have

any current information that would help this site write to government@multimag.com.

UUp.11 WWW.IIlullIIuag.l:UUJJl:ILY/IIluunawaY/guY.IJLUIl VOl 1L-IL-VVV



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Matthew H. McCormick, hereby certify that on this 161b day ofJune, 2000, copies of the
foregoing COMMENTS AND COUNTERPROPOSALS were hand-delivered or mailed, first
class, postage prepaid, to the following:

John A. Karousos,*
Chief, Allocations Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Room3-A266
Washington, DC 20554

Kathleen Scheuerle*
Allocations Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
Room3-A247
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Lyle Robert Evans, President
Escanaba License Corp.
1101 Ludington Street
Escanaba, Michigan 49829

Denise B. Moline, Esq.
PMB No. 215
1212 South Naper Boulevard
Suite 119
Naperville, Illinois 60540

* HAND DELIVERED

MHM\P1eadiq;j\CounlerproposaOnaway. Chcboypn


