
The restructuring of the Amateur Radio service that took effect on
April 15, 2000 was probably one of the better events to occur in recent
years
concerning the Amateur Radio Service.  The vocal opposition to the dropping
of the morse code speed requirement seems to have been outweighed by the
thousands of people who upgraded.  Evidence of the numbers of people who
approved of the changes can be seen in the length of time it took the VEC's
to
process the paperwork!  Now the Amateur community can concentrate on
technical
skills and issues.  CW has it's place, but use of it or demonstrated
proficiency
does not ensure a better operator nor a more technically competent
operator.

I hope that the proceedings initiated by Wormser, Adsit & Dinelli are
quickly
dismissed because their arguments are irrelevant to modern radio technology
and
appear to have been stuck in a time warp from the 1940 era due to their
clinging
to CW as a primary communications mode.  Technical knowledge is much more
important today than an arcane skill such as CW.

In the pre-restructuring days it was common knowledge that the worst
amateur
operation and the rudest, most inconsiderate operators were located in some
of
the band segments populated by those who had passed the highest CW speed
exams.
Since restructuring there appears to have been a "cleaning up" of the
bands, since
the newly upgraded seem to be more concerned with proper and courteous
operation and
some of the most obvious offenders have apparently been so upset at loosing
their
perceived status that they don't get on the air any more.

In summary there are two things to consider:

1. Any comments in favor of the return to high speed Morse code
requirements
should be weighed against the thousands of people who have "commented" by
upgrading their license since April 15, 2000.

2. The FCC seems to have done a very good job of research and development
of
the restructuring plan.  This can be seen in the number of other national
communications regulatory agencies that are following the FCC's lead in
this
matter.

Thanks for giving the Amateur Radio service a chance to recruit the many
thousands of people who have the technical interests and skills but who
rightly understood the irrelevance of the Morse code requirements.

Well Done on this one, FCC!
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