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information detailing the number and locations of personnel who will be

providing service to the 32 Iowa exchanges.

e. Citizens shall file a budget of capital improvements it

anticipates will be necessary to upgrade the facilities in the 32

exchanges, with estimated starting and completion dates for each capital

improvement. A budget shall be filed at least 90 days following closing,

and every six months thereafter, until the end of the four years specified

in paragraph ten to the partial settlement agreement.

8. The Board will approve a waiver of 199 lAC 18.2.

9. No waiver of 199 lAC 22.23 is necessary as discussed in the body

of this order.

10. Pursuant to 199 lAC 39, Citizens' request that it be designated an

Eligible Telecommunications Carrier for purposes of 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) is

granted.

11. Citizens' request to adopt U S WEST's existing price regulation

plan, pursuant to Iowa Code § 476.97, beginning with the U S WEST prices in

effect as of the date of closing, is granted.
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12. The Board does not object to the request by Applicants that a study

area waiver be granted by the FCC.

UTILITIES BOARD

ATTEST:

xecutive Secretary

Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 5 th day of May, 2000.



BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Gregory Scott
. Edward A. Garvey

Joel Jacobs
MarsbaJl Johnson
LeRoy Koppendrayer

Chair
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

SERVICE DATE: JUN 15 2000Scott Bremer
US WEST Communicalions, Inc.
200 South Fifth Street. Room 395
Minneapolis J MN 55402

Aloa J. Stevens. Dircctor-IntezratioD
Regulatory and Govemment Affairs
Citizecs Communications
137 Harrison Street, PO Box 609
Jolnestown, New York 12095

. - 1/- /VI
In the Matter of a Request by Citizens Utilities Company for Approval of a Petition Asking the
Commission to Issue an Order Indicating No Objection to a Change in a Study Area

The above entitled matter has been considered by the Commission aDd the following
disposition made:

Approved

The Commission agrees with and adopts the recommendations of the Department of Commerce
whicb~ attached and hereby incorporated in the Order.

ER OF THE COMMISSION

1t/.~
urI W. Haar

Executive Secretary

(SEAL)

This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e .• large print Dr audio tape) by
calling (651) 2974596 (voice), (6S1) 297-1200 (TfY), or 1-800-627-3529 (TTY relay service).



MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

May 12, 2000

Burl W. Haar
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Coaunission
Ul 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101~2147

RECEIVED
M.l\y 1 2 2000

MN Pl'BUC ununES CCMMISSION

RE: Comments ot the Minnesota Department of Commerce
Docket No. P5316,421/M.oD-290

Dear Dr. Haar.

Attached are the comments of the 'Department of Ccnnmerce in the following matter:

A Petition by Citizens Utilities Company '''Cimens) Asking the Commission to Issue'an
Order Indicating No Objection to it Chang~in a Study Area

The petition waS filed on March 10, 2000. The petitioners are:

Scott Brenner
U S WEST Couununicaticms, Inc.
200 South Sill Street Room 395
Minneapolis, Minnesota S5402

Aloa J, Stevens, Director-Integration
Regulatory and Government Affairs
Citizens Communications
137 Harrison Street" PO Box 609
Jolnestown. New York 12095

The Department recommends approval and"is availabl~ to answer any questions the
Cotnmission may ha.ve.

V-

IO GRINAGER.
PUBUC Um.m RA1ES ANALYST

lFGljd
Attachment

Suil~ 20r) .. I~ t 7,11 Plucc ~"l" SL Paul. Minnesola 55 !Ol.214~ ., (651) 296-1107 .. {651) 29i.1959 fax T (6S 1) 297-~()('7 TTY
.. • • '. . __ f __ ••__· •



BEFORE 'THE MINNESOTA PuBuc UTIUTIES· CO:MMISSION

COi\lfME1\JTS OF lEE .
MINNEsOTA DEPARTMENT OF CO:MMERCE

DOCKET NO. P5316,421/M-OO-290

I. BACKGROUND

US \'VEST Communications" Inc. (USWC) filed il petition, pursuant to 47 c.F.R. § 63.71,
with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) requesting approval to transfer
32 local exchanges in Iowa to Citizens Telecommunications Company (Citizens). One
of these exchanges. the Estherville exchange, serves 3 Minnesota customers.
This exchange, as other exchanges which lie on Miwesota's bordeIs with other states,
have historically been classified as ''Border Exchanges" for regulatory pwposes.
Typically, any regulatory matters involving border exchanges have been kept under the
jurisdiction of the primary state of location. The Minnesota Public Utilities tonunission
(:MPUC) has generally accepted the decisions of other state commissions in these
matters, while resezving the right to make its own decisions when the interesf;s of
Minnesota customers are affected by the action of other state co~ons.

n. STATEM'fN1':OF ISSUES

The issue to be decided is whether the MPUC should issue a statement that it does not
objec:t to the FCC granting study area waivers involving study area boundaries affecting
the Estherville, Iowa exc:ha.nge.

III. DEPARTMENT ANALYSIS

A "study area," according to the FCC, is a geographical segment of a carrier's .
telephone operations. Generally, a study area corresponds to a carrier's entire service
territory within a state. Thus, carners operating in more than one state typically have
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one study area for each state, and carriers operating in a single state typically have a
single study area. Carriers perform jurisdi~tionalseparations at the study area level.

For jUrisdictional purposes, the FCC adopted a rule freezing study area. boundaries
effective November 15, 1984. The FCC took that action, in part, ~ ensure that LECs do
not set up high cost exchanges within their existing service territories as separate study
areas to maximize high-cost support. The study area freeze also prevents LECs from
transferring exchanges among existing study areas to increase interstate revenue
requirements and compensation. A LEe must apply to the Commission for a waiver of
that rule if the LEe wishes to transfer an exchange to another carrier, because such a
transaction would have thE! effect of changing the study area boundaries. In this case,
the transfer of the Iowa exchanges from US WEST to Citizens is conditioned on the
receipt of these waivers from the FCC.

The parties will file with the FCC a petition for study area waivers allowing USWC to
delete the Minnesota portion of the Estherville area from the study area, and allow
Citizens to reflect flUs area as part of its study area. In a June 21, 1995 Order the FCC
indicated that such a petition will not be accepted unless the "affected" state authority
has stated that it does not object to the proposed reconfiguration of study area
boundaties. The "affected" state authority in this tzansaction is primarily the Iowa State
Utilities Board. Based on previous exchange sales, however, the parties believe that the
FCC will also consider the MPUC to be an "affected" state authority, due to the fad that
3 Minnesota residents are served out of the Estherville, Iowa exchange.

USWC and Citizens request that the MPUC issue a statement that it does not object to
the FCC granting study area waivers involving study area boundaries affecting the
Estherville, Iowa exchange.

The Department of Commerce (Department) does not object to a reconfiguranon of-the
study area boundaries for the Esthervillel Iowa exchange in that inclusion with the
Citizens study area coincides with the ownership and operation of these rural
exchanges.

II. RECOMMENDATION

The Department of Commerce recommends that the Minnesota Ptibl~cUtilities .
Commission issue an Order indicating no objection to the FCC grantmg study area
waivers to US WEST Communications, Inc. for the Esthervi~1 Iowa exchange.

/jd
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- STATE OF MINNESOTA)
)S$

COUNTY OF RAMSEY )

AEEtDAYjI Qf SERYJCe

" linda Chavez, on the 12th day of May, 2000, seNed the attached
Department of Commerce· Comments

Docket Numbers P5316,421JM..00-290

by depositing in the United States Mail at the City of St. Paul. a true and corre
copy thereof, property envetoped with postage prepaid.

X by personal service

by express mall

by delivery service

to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached list:



F5316,4Z1IM~1)..290

Burl W. Maar.:Exec Sec
MN Public UtilitiesC~sion
350 Metro Square tllclg
121 7th Place East
St. Paul. MN 55101

Linda Chavez (4)
MN Dept of Commerce
200 Metro Square Bldg
12.1 7th Place East
St. Paul MN 55101

Ellen Gavin
Attorney General's Office .
525 Park Street,. Ste 200
St .. PauI,. MN 55103-2106

Curt Ne.l!an
Attomey General's Office-RUD
1200NCL Tower
44.5 MiNlesota~
Sl Paul. MN 55101

Scott Brener
US WEST CommunicatiON, Inc.
200 South 5th Street
Suite 390
Minntapclis, MN 55402

Teresa Lynch
A'T'&:T Communic:ations
901 Marquette Avenue
9U\ floor
Minnea.polis, MN 55402

Paul]. Mahoney
MEANS
10300 6~Avenue North
Plymouth. MN 55441

Richard. Parran, lr.
Fiber~oz:n Incorporated
10210 Crosstown Circle
Rc:x:!m200
Eden Prairie, MN SS344

Aloa]. ~ens,Din:ctor-Integration
Regulatory and GovernmentAffairs
CitizeN CommunicatioN Company

..$(;gg IIcattqUitfuis or., PO so;: 251209
Flanc.lX i'Se1S-!!e'

Carrie Ria:
Crystal Conununications
1650 MadisQn Avenue
Suite 100
Mankato, MN 56001

GregArvig
INo-Tel
165D Excelsior Road
Suite S, PO Box 2838
Baxter, l\r1N 56425

'Ihomas Fann
Olsen 1"hielen &: Co.• Ltd.
223 Little Canada Road
St. }laul. MN 55117

GregMuz
Gray, Plant, and Mooty
33 South 6f1 Street
Suite 3400
MinneapOWl, MN 55402

Cedl O. Simpson,]r.
USArmy Leg Sva Agency
901 North Stuart Street
Room523
AJ'lingtcm,. VA 22203

JohnSango
USUnk
2DO 2nd St:n!et
Pequot1.alars, MN 56412

Gena Doyscher
ETIdbaFn
1211 Nico1let MalL RoOIll 300
Minneapolis, MN 55403

Willim\ Flynn
MBUlJC
80 South Stb Stteet
Suite 4200
Minneapolis, MN SS402

Jeffrey T. Nodlartd
Firstcom, Inc.
100 Washington Avenue South
Room 2200
Minneapolis, MN 55401

John Van de North" Jr.
Briggs &: Morgan

• 332 Mi.nnesota Street
Sulte2200
Sl PaW. MN 55101

Eric Swanson
Winthrop eSc Weinstme
30 East 7th Street
Suit! 3200
St. Paul, M:N 55101

qb'~ ~o~
760 Z.I ~-le

7 ~""-~ (t(\

8 4 () 70-:



Nebraska Public SelVice Commission
300 The Atrium, 1200 N Street

(4{]2) 471-31 01

~1a.rch 21, 2 0 0 0

P.O.8oxS4927

Nebraska Consumer Hot Line l.soo-S26-0011

.Lincoln. Nebraska 68509-49::

fax (402) 471-02:

Katherine Schroder
Dapucy Chief Acccuncing Policy Division
?ederal Corr~'~.icacions C~~ssion

445 12th Street SW
Washingcon, DC 20554

RE: US Wesc C~unica~ions, Inc sale of 32 Iowa Exchanges ~o

Citizens Ucilieies Company

Dear Ms. Schroder:

By this letter I t.he Nebraska Public Service Commission
(·'NPSC") noc.ifies the Federal Communicat.ions Commission ("FCC" J
that the NPSC 1 cont.inqellt. on t.he Iowa Uciliti.es Board's approval of
the Iowa sale. does noe objec~ t.o the FCC granting study area
waivers no:: 1:.0 any canfigurat.ion of study area boundaries involving
the Nebraska port.ion of t.he Hamburq, Iowa exchange~

Should ehe FCC have any further ques t.ions concerning ~his

matter, please feel free ~o contact the Nebraska Public Service
Commission.

Sin erely, (7 ~

Fr E. L~
C~~ssioner, 1st District

('t

District

Daniel G. Urw111er
Commissioner, 5th District

___f.... _ ... _

~c!4--
Anne C. Boyle
Commissioner. 2nd Discrict

n
er4 'th District.

COMMISSIONI
ANNEC.BC

~El.L.C. ~1"lN~
ROO JOHN: _

FFlANI( i. LN
CANlEL G. UF\'N\\

EXeCUTiVe CIIR1!C"
ROBERT R. l.OGS



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Kelseau Powe, Jr., do hereby certify that on this 20 th day of June, 2000, I

have caused a copy of the foregoing JOINT PETITION FOR EXPEDITED

WAIVERS to be served, via hand delivery or first class United States mail, postage

prepaid, upon the persons listed on the attachr;v:ice.li~L_

\.
.--- .

*Served via hand delivery



*Lawrence E. Strickling
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5C-345
Portals II
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Katherine Schroder
Federal Communications Commission
5th floor
Portals II
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Irene Flannery
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5C-345
Portals II
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Adrian Wright
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5B-540
Portals II
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Jane E. Jackson
Federal Communications Commission
5th floor
Portals II
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*L. Charles Keller
Federal Communications Commission
Room 6A-207
Portals II
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Al McCloud
Federal Communications Commission
Room 6A-320
Portals II
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Sheryl Todd
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5B-540
Portals II
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Kenneth P. Moran
Federal Communications Commission
Room 6B-201
Portals II
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*International Transcription
Services, Inc.

1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036



Diane C. Munns
Allan Kniep
William H. Smith, Jr.
Johanna Benson
Iowa Utilities Board
350 Maple Street
Des Moines, IA 50319

Richard M. Tettelbaum
Citizens Telecommunications

Company of Iowa
Suite 500
1400 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Greg Scott
Public Utilities Commission of the

State of Minnesota
Suite 350
121 7tlJ. Place East
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147

Michael Schultz
Citizens Communications
POB 251209
Plano, TX 75025-1209
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