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Dear Ms. Roman Salas:

On December 8, 1999, Mr. Benjamin J. Aron ofSchwainger & Associates, P.c., appealed to the
Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") on behalfofBethlehem Temple Christian School of
Duquesne, Pennsylvania ("Bethlehem Temple"), decisions by the Schools and Libraries Division
("SLD") of the Universal Service Administrative Company ("USAC") on Year 2 requests for funding
under the Schools and Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanism. The application number is
119643. The SLD had denied all the funding requests on the application, with the explanation that
"applicant has not provided sufficient documentation to determine the eligibility of this item." On
appeal, Bethlehem Temple asserts that its service provider, Total Com USA, Inc. (''TCUI''), provided
all information requested by SLD by August 17, 1999, and that neither Bethlehem Temple nor TCUI
were given any indication that the application was deficient and at risk ofdenial as such. This letter
provides the Commission with additional information concerning SLD's decision on this application.

Our records indicate that a member ofthe SLD's Program Integrity Assurance ("PIA") team contacted
the Director ofBethlehem Temple on September 20, 1999, and was told that the school could not
provide information supporting the services requested because the school did not know why the
consultant who had filed the application on its behalfhad indicated that the school needed all the
equipment that had been requested. In response to that phone call, the school's director faxed our PIA
team a copy ofa letter from TCUI stating that the school had stated to TCUI that the school "could not
keep their part in paying the school's obligation," that the school wanted to discontinue the contract
rather than pay its share, and offering to locate a "private grant for your school in order to keep the
contract on the behalfof your obligation." A copy of that letter is included as Attachment A hereto.
Also in that faxed package was a copy ofa letter from Bethlehem Temple's director to TCUI stating
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that the school's "10% portion will be paid by grants located by Total Communications USA," and
that the school is "not liable for any money for this proposal." A copy of this document is included as
Attachment B hereto. Bethlehem Temple did not submit evidence that such grants had been secured.
On October 22, 1999, the PIA representative called the school and left a message that she needed to
know more about the services since it appeared that twice as many connections were planned for
installation as the school had students. Bethlehem Temple did not respond to that request for
information.

Based upon the statements ofBethlehem Temple's representatives to SLD's PIA staffthat it did not
know why the consultant had requested all the equipment it did on the Form 471, statements that the
school could not afford the non-discounted cost ofthe equipment, and the school's failure to respond
to SLD's requests for additional information on the services being sought, the application's funding
requests were denied.

We hope this information will be helpful to the Commission in completing consideration of this
appeal. We will be happy to provide any additional information concerning this matter at your
request.
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