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COMMENTS OF SPACE DATA CORPORATION

Space Data Corporation, a new telecommunications services company, submits its
comments to the Commission’s Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“FNPRM”)  in
the above-captioned proceeding.  Space Data is a startup company developing an innovative
system to deliver nationwide, two-way advanced messaging to rural and underserved
populations.  As such, Space Data has a vital interest in the issues raised by the Commission in
the FNPRM.

Space Data supports the Commission’s tentative conclusion that the public interest would
be served by channelizing and licensing the one megahertz of narrowband personal
communications service (“PCS”) reserve spectrum.  Furthermore, Space Data urges the
Commission not to adopt an alternative policy under which  the reserve band would be
channelized but would not be included in a combined auction.  Preliminary meetings with
narrowband PCS service providers and broad-based market studies support Space Data’s
business plan and demonstrate that a strong demand already exists for its proposed service.
Moreover, the Space Data system utilizes available technology and subscriber equipment,
thereby minimizing the time-to-market cycle once FCC authorization is obtained.   It is critical to
the success of Space Data’s business plan that it have the early access to adequate spectrum.

With regard to the specific issue of channelization, the Commission should allow
maximum application flexibility.  As such, channelization should be in minimum units of 100
kHz, with the option to aggregate channels up to 400 kHz on a showing of need.  Space Data
urges the Commission, in determining any rechannelization plan for the unlicensed spectrum, to
acknowledge the importance of accommodating small, as well as, large system operators.
Diversity of service providers is essential if the widest array of services is to be made available
to the public on a competitive basis.
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Additionally, Space Data, in the context of its proposed service offerings, strongly urges
the Commission to make licenses in the reserve band available on a nationwide basis.  The trend
to tetherless communications makes it essential for new and innovative services to be able to
utilize a national footprint.

Finally, Space Data requests the Commission allow paired operations between the reserve
band and the 901-902 MHz band.  While it is not anticipated that all operations in the reserve
band will require pairing, some services will require this capability, and the Commission should
provide service providers with this operational flexibility.

CONCLUSION

Space Data concurs with the Commission that the one megahertz of narrowband PCS
reserve spectrum should be both channelized and made available for licensing on an expedited
basis.  Channelization should begin with 100 kHz segments which could be aggregated to create
bandwidths up to 400 kHz.  Additionally, Space Data urges the Commission to include in its
subsequent rulemaking, provisions to allow pairing with the 901-902 MHz band, and nationwide
licensing.  Adoption of these provisions will facilitate the availability of competitive new
services to the public, including the up to twenty percent of the U.S. population residing in rural
and remote areas.

Respectfully submitted,
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