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The United States Telecom Association (USTA) hereby submits its reply
comments to specific comments filed on the North American Numbering Council’s
(NANC) revisions to its Thousands Block Pooling Administrator Technical
Requirements (PA Technical Requirements) in the above-captioned proceeding.

As stated in its comments, with very few exceptions, USTA supports the
determinations of the NANC that are reflected in the current PA Technical Requirements
and also supports the timely selection of a Pooling Administrator and implementation of
the national thousand block pooling program. USTA did draw attention to the fact that
the Commission needs to resolve certain issues so they can be reflected in the Industry
Numbering Committee (INC) Guidelines upon which the Administrator will have to rely.
USTA also advocated that the national pooling rollout schedule should begin no later
than August 1, 2001. Finally, USTA proposed that the PA Technical Requirements
include a provision that states should be directed to follow the national pooling guidelines

embodied in the INC Guidelines once the transition to national rollout begins.
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In these reply comments, USTA responds to the comments filed by various state
commissions which advocate that the PA Technical Requirements recognize the right of
state commissions to make modifications to the Pooling Administration requirements.’
Such orders presumably would contain criteria and performance measures unique to
particular state pooling trials or modify INC Guidelines and procedures for a particular
state related to pooling.

USTA recognizes that the Commission has delegated authority to the states to
implement certain aspects of administration conditions related to numbering. However,
in the case of thousand block pooling, individual state requirements could result in
significant delay in implementation of pooling and be disruptive for both the Pooling
Administrator and service providers. Consistent with its previous position, USTA
continues to advocate that states should not have the opportunity to modify any Pooling
Administrator guidelines. To the extent that states wish to influence pooling guidelines,
they have the opportunity to participate in the industry process that develops such

guidelines.

! Comments of the Maine, New Hampshire and California Public Utilities Commissions (Joint
State Comments), comments of the Florida Public Service Commission (Florida Comments), and
Comments of the Public Utility Commission of Texas (Texas Comments).



Conclusion
USTA requests that the Commission consider the above reply comments with

regard to the NANC Thousands Block Pooling Administrator Technical Requirements.

Respectfully submitted,
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