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REPLY OF RURAL CELLULAR ASSOCIATION

The Rural Cellular Association ("RCA"), I hereby submits its Reply to Comments on the

request filed by King County, Washington E-911 Program Office in the above-captioned

proceeding.1

In its Second Memorandum and Order in this proceeding, the Commission amended the

existing rules by eliminating a critical precondition for implementation of E-911 service, that a

carrier cost recovery mechanism be in place.3 RCA filed petitions for reconsideration and stay of

this decision demonstrating that reversal of this fundamental change in the rules is necessary to

avoid unreasonable and undue burdens on small and rural carriers and their customers.4 Having

RCA is an association representing the interests of small and rural wireless
licensees providing commercial services to subscribers throughout the nation. Its member
companies provide service in more than 100 rural and small metropolitan markets where
approximately 13 million people reside. Formed in 1993 to address the distinctive issues facing
rural cellular service providers, the membership of RCA currently includes rural PCS carriers, as
well.

1 Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Seeks Comment on Phase I Implementation
Issues: Public Notice, CC Docket 94-102; DA 00-1875 (reI. Aug. 16,2000).

64 Fed. Reg. 72951 (Dec. 29, 1999).

See Petitionfor Reconsideration ofthe Rural Cellular Association, CC Docket
94-102; RM-8143 filed Jan. 28, 2000; Reply ofthe Rural Cellular Association, filed April 5,
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failed to act upon RCA's petition, the Commission now must determine whether an appropriate

demarcation point exists in the E911 network that separates the responsibilities of carriers and

PSAPs for providing various components or upgrades needed to implement Phase I technologies.

RCA supports the positions of Commenters who argue that the switch is the proper

demarcation for mobile E-911 calls. See, e.g., Sprint's Comments at iii ("[i]fthe switch serving

E911 callers is the proper demarcation point for landline calls, then the switch serving E911

callers is the proper demarcation point for mobile E911 calls"); Quest's Comments at 10 ("the

division of costs between LECs and PSAPs in the provision of wireline services supports the

Commission designation of a demarcation point at the interface between the wireless switch and

the E911 network"); Verizon Wireless' Comments at 1 (FCC should "affirm that PSAPs remain

financially responsible for the E911 network and that wireless carriers are not responsible for

E911-related costs beyond the wireless switch"); VoiceStream Wireless' Comments at 6 ("in the

wireless context, the Commission has consistently treated mobile telephone switching centers

("MTSOs") as the equivalent of a landline end office").

2000; Petitionfor Stay filed April 21, 2000.
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In the context of this specific question regarding demarcation, equity demands that the

Commission recognize that the responsibility of a wireless carrier is limited by the physical reach

of its facilities. More generally, however, RCA is disappointed that the Commission has chosen

to ignore its due process obligations by failing to rule on RCA's request to reconsider its

decision to eliminate the requirement that a carrier cost recovery mechanism be in place.

Respectfully submitted,

RURAL CELLULAR ASSOCIATION
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Its Attorneys

Kraskin, Lesse & Cosson, LLP
2120 L Street. N.W.
Suite 520
Washington, D.C. 20037
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Nancy Wilbourn, of Kraskin, Lesse & Cosson, LLP, 2120 L Street, NW, Suite 520,
Washington, DC 20037, do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing "Petition for Stay" of
The Rural Cellular Association" was served on this 11th day of October 2000, by first class,
U.S. Mail, postage prepaid to the following parties:
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Chairman William E. Kennard *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12· Street, S.W., Room 8-C302
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12· Street, S.W., Room 8-B115
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Michael Powell *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12· Street, S.W., Room 8-A204
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Harold W Furchtgott-Roth *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12· Street, S.W., Room 8-A302
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12· Street, S.W., Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

Judith A. Endejan, Attorney
P.O. Box 21926
Seattle, WA 98111-3926

Robert G. Denning, Administrator
Washingotn State E911 Program
Camp Murray, Building 20
Tacoma, WA 98430-5011

James H. Benson
Director of Legal Affairs

Powertel, Inc.
1233 O.G. Skinner Drive
West Point, GA 31833

Jim Wortham, ENP
911 Administrator
Emergency Access Services
Phoenix Fire Department
150 South 12· Street
Phoenix, AZ 85034

Brian Thomas O'Connor, Vice President,
Legislative and Regulatory Affairs

Robert Calaff, Corporate Counsel
Governmental and Regulatory Affairs
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20004

E. Wendy Austrie, Policy Division
Wireless Telecommunications Division
Federal Communications Commission
445 12111 Street, SW, Room 3-B101
Washington, DC 20554

James R. Hobson
Miller & Van Eaton, PLLC
1155 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 1000
Washingotn, DC 20036-4306
Counsel for NENA

Robert M. Gurss
Shook Hardy & Bacon, LLP
600 14· Street, NW, Suite 800
Washingotn, DC 20005
Counsel for APCO



The Honorable Tim Berry, Treasurer
of the State Board of Indiana, Board Chair

242 State House
Indianapolis, IN 46204

H. John Okeson, Counsel for the Board
Baker & Daniels
111 E. Wayne Street, Suite 800
Fort Wayne, IN 46802

Robert S. Foosaner, Vice President
and Chief Regulatory Officer

Lawrence R. Krevor
Senior Director - Government Affairs

Laura L. Holloway
Director - Government Affairs

James Goldstein
Regulatory Attorney

Nextel Communications, Inc.
2001 Edmund Halley Drive
Reston, VA 20191

Diane I. Bonina, Senior Counsel
2000 West Ameritech Center Drive
Location 3H88
Hoffman Estates, IL 60195

Carol L. Tacker, Vice President,
General Counsel & Secretary
17330 Preston Road
Dallas, TX 75252

Rupaco T. Gonzalez, Jr.
Richard A. Muscat
The Gonzalez Law Firm, PC
One Westlake Plaza
1705 S Capital of Texas Hwy., Suite 100
Austin, TX 78746

John T. Scott, III, Vice President
& Deputy General Counsel - Reg. Law
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004-2595
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Lawrence W. Katz
1320 North Court House Road, 8th Floor
Arlington, VA 22201
Counsel for Yerizon Tele.phone Companies

Michael F. Altschul, Vice President,
General Counsel

Randall S. Coleman, Vice President for
Regulatory Policy & Law
1250 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036

Jeffrey M. Pfaff
SprintPCS
4900 Main, 11 th Floor
Kansas, MO 64112

Jeffrey A. Brueggeman, Senior Attorney
1801 California Street, Suite 5100
Denver, CO 80202
Counsel for Owest Wireless. LLC

Douglas I. Brandon, Vice President­
External Affairs
1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036
Counsel for AT&T Wireless Services. Inc.
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