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RE: CC Docket No. cc-oq..:lZQj

Application by Verizon for Authorization Under Section 271
To Provide Long Distance Service in Massachusetts

Dear Ms. Salas:

As you are aware, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is
now reviewing Verizon's application pursuant to Section 271 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, to provide long distance service in the
state of Massachusetts. The Haverhill Office of Economic Development
submits this letter of support allowing Verizon to provide long distance
service in the state of Massachusetts.

Increased competition brings all consumers economic benefits and
product advances in telecommunications. We've become an information
nation, where the ability to store, retrieve, manipulate and exchange
information is creating millions of new jobs and feeding the longest
economic upturn in history. The Haverhill Economic Development Office
feels Verizon's entry to Long Distance will fuel this growth in Haverhill.

The petition by Verizon to offer long distance in Massachusetts shows
commitment to continued economic expansion in Massachusetts. We
applaud Verizon for taking this step, and we urge the FCC to approve
their request.
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