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AITACHMENTX I

Remedy Plan

Indication of \on-Parit\:'Benchmark Failure I
TJ?!ri: \ \kt:'ic-: '\olJ-o;mt\: \'h)diiied i-score ie" them

- 16.'-)

[kr,chmJrh \ktric5: :\11\ \ iO)(J!i\)11 01' b·":~lchmarh. :'c~111ts in r'::illcdics bC:ll£!. a0Dlic:lblc
A,pplicarion of Remcch - Tier I - Indi.idual (LEe Vjolations (Paid to CLECs)

First'lonth: f"or ..:ach Subm.::tr:c \vilb narit\ or bencbl1lilrl-.. dtn~rel1ce favm'l!1'
8~'11 .-\l!al1lie [1\ Ics~ lh<:ln 0:' cqu<:Ilro 50"0. CLEe receives :'0"0
l)t' the fcc (;har~ed for lhal sen ice.

for c8ch Subrnetric vvjlh parit\ or bcnchmarh. diiTcrel1ce hl\orin'
Bell .-\llanlic or [11,lrc than 50~·~. the entire fcc is returned.

for Il1clrics \\ ith no con--::sQondin!.! sen icc t~c. Bell Atlmuic
should tahc the total individual CLEe rnolltl1h kc for metric
scn ICCS and divide bv the lowl number of metrics and
Subrnetrics used bv that CLEe ill (hat momh. Thc avera!!c
illetric: lec for thc most part call then bc us..:d to calculate tlte
rCeil\ mem.

Second Violation of Same firsll1lomh remedies. olus an additional S:.500 per Subrr.etric ti)
.\Ietrie (withoul tV'. 0 momhs ~ach pcrlormance failure .
of compliant results in
beTween): -

-
-

Third Violation of Same fir'rt month rt:l1l~JI~s plus S5(1)O [)lCr .::ach Subm~tric

:\-tetrie (\~ ilhout I wo months performance Jailure
of compliam results in
between ):

Fourth (and Subsequent) firsl month remedies plus S25.000 per Submelric perfOnllanCC

Violations of Same Metric failure.
(V\ ithoutl\VO months of
compliant results in bctwcen):
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AITACHMENTX I

Aoolication of Rented, - Tier" CLEC Inuustn-Wide V'iolations -"Ionie~ Possihh Paid to Stmc Lni'crs' I
Senice Fund.

\\"h<:l1. \1 ilh Y5% contidence monthh 1. Prior to ~ ~71 <lnpn)\ul: r(::(juest FCC to d(::n\
,;\atisti-:, ,ho\\ Bell All~nt:c foiled It' Prol idc Bdl .-\tlantic s entrv into lOI1L! distanCe market
OJ-:'ll\ or 11i:;;scJ a bcnchmark for all CLECs

and make it Jemonstrate 6 months to a lear of(or an\ SubrnClri<:,
"':\lIn pi iant bd1a\il)r before reappl \".

2. If ~ 2; I authorit\" alreadv ha~ been !.!ranted or

(Lf:.ll1ted and re\l)ked. then remed\ plan would

be invoK(::d for paVments tl) state uni\ersal

service fund.

First metric, iolated (in am month): S.50 per Bell Atlantic access line

Second and subsequent mctries violated
(in the same month): S.I (J per Bell Atlantic access line

.\1iscellllneOIl,\' Issues

E\en forc~s be\onJ Bell ;\tlantic'~ cllntrol should imDa~t Cl.EC
Force .\'Iajeure Elents and Bd I Atlantic ~quall\. Bell ,\tlantic should PU\ Cl.Ees. and

both H~II .\tlamic and Cl.ECs rnal p~titjon the Commission tv

COITt'Ct a paid remt::d\ that re:su Itt'd from unrt:asol1ablv skewed
Jara.

CLEC Reimbursements for Assisting ill Bt::11 A[lantic must reimburs~ CLECs fl)r t::xpel1s~s n:asonabl\
Root Cause Anal\"sis incurred in ht'lpin!! B:\ d~tt'rmin~ [ht' caus~ of a p~rforl11ance

failure.

\1issing and Incomplete Reports \Vith n~ports Jut' the 25rh da\ ati~r th-: n:pol1iIH! perioJ ends. llll
the 16[h Ja\ B:\ \\ould pal 52500 plus 5250 for each metric or
Submetric missin!!. or incomDI~te. Thi::se amounts incn:as~ alol1!l
the followin!!. schedule:

2Th da\ S2500 plus S500 per missin!!. item
28'" da\ S5000 plus 5500 per III issin!.! item

19'" dav $7500 plus S500 per missin\! item
30'11 day S I0.000 plus 5500 per m issin::! item

Adjustments to Remedies for (nnation Rt::medies should track the Gross Domestic Prict:: Index lIsim! the
tirst veal' of th~ plan as th~ base vear.

Capping Liabilities \/0 overall. per measure. or procedural caps.

Pay men t\1ethodolog\' Dirt'ct pa\m~nts. no bill credits. accompanied bv an e\planatofl
loucheI'.

Sample Sizes Parin SrandanJ -- I0
Benchmarks --I
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INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT

Dated as of , 2000

by and between

BELL ATLANTIC - [STATE], INC.

and

[CLEC FULL NAME]
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[CLEC] - BELL ATLA0iTIC Interconnec~ion Agreement for [STATE]

I~TERCON~ECTION AGREEMENT

This Interconnection Agreement ("Agreement") is effective as of the _ day of
___' 2000 (the "Effective Date"), by and between Bell Atlantic - ' Inc. ("BA"), a

___ corporation with offices at , and [ClEe FUll
\'r\.\:!E] C'[ClEC]"), a corporation \vith offices at _

WHEREAS BA and [CLEe] (each a "Party" and collectively the "Parties") want to
interconnect their networks at mutually agreed upon points of interconnection to provide
Tdephone Exchange Services, Switched Exchange Access Services and other
Telecommunications Services (all as defined below) to their respective Customers;

WHEREAS Sections 251, 252, and 271 of the Communications Act of 1934 as amended
by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the "Act") have specific requirements for
Interconnection, unbundled Network Elements and resale service, and the Parties intend that this
Agreement meet these requirements, including the requirements in Section 271 commonly
referred to as the "Checklist"; and

WHEREAS the Parties are entering into this Agreement to set forth the respective
obligations of the Parties and the tenns and conditions under which the Parties will interconnect
their networks and provide other services as required by the Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual provisions contained herein and
other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby
acknowledged, [CLEC] and BA hereby agree as follows:

sv020300a,doc
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[CLEC] . BELL ATLANTIC Interconnection Agreement for [STATE]

1.0 DEFINITIONS

As used in this Agreement, the following terms shall have the meanings specified below
in this Section 1. All capitalized terms used but not defined herein shall have the meanings set
forth in the Act.

1.1 ":\ct" means the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. § 151 et. ~), as from
tir:ne to time amended (including, without limitation by the Telecommunications Act of 1996),
and interpreted in the duly authorized rules and regulations of the FCC or the Commission.

1.2 "ADSL" or "Asymmetrical Digital Subscriber Line" means a transmission
technology on twisted pair copper Loop plant, which transmits an asymmetrical digital signal of
up to 6 Mbps to the Customer and up to 640 kbps from the Customer, as specified in ANSI
standards T1.413-1998 and Bell Atlantic Technical Reference TR-72575.

1.3 "Agreement" means this Interconnection Agreement, including all Exhibits,
Schedules, addenda and attachments referenced herein and/or appended hereto.

1.4 "Ancillary Traffic" means all traffic that is destined for ancillary services,. or that
may have special billing requirements, including but not limited to the following: BLVIBLVI,
Directory Assistance, 911/£911, Operator Services (IntraLATA call completion), IntraLATA
third party, collect and calling card, 800/888 database query, LIDB and information services
requiring special billing as described in Section 7.1.

1.5 "ANI" or "Automatic Number Identification" means a signaling parameter which
refers to the number transmitted through a network identifying the billing number of the calling
party.

1.6 "Applicable Law" means all laws, regulations and orders applicable.to each Party's
performance of its obligations hereunder.

1.7' "BFR" or "Bona Fide Request means the process described in Exhibit B that
prescribes the terms and conditions relating to a Party's request that the other Party provide an
unbundled Network: Element that it is not otherwise required to provide under the terms of this
Agreement.

1.8 "Busy Line Verification" or "BLV" means an operator request for a status check on
the line of a called party. The request is made by one Party's operator to an operator of the other
Party. The verification of the status check is provided to the requesting operator.

1.9 "Busy Line Verification and Interrupt" or "BLVI" means a service that may be
requested and provided when BLV has determined that a line is busy due to an ongoing call. BLVI
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[CLEe] • BELL ATLANTIC Interconnection Agreement for [STATE]

is an operator interruption of that ongoing call to inform the called party that a calling party is
s~eking to complete his or her call to the called party. .

1.10 "CCS" or "Common Channel Signaling" means a method of transmitting call set-up
and net\\ork control data over a digital signaling net\vork separate from the public s\\iitched
telephone netv.'Ork facilities that carry the acrual voice or data content of the call. "SST' means the
common channel out of band signaling protocol developed by the Consultative Comminee for
[nt~mational Telephone and Telegraph ("CCITT') and the American National Standards Institute
CA~S["). BA and [CLEe] currently utilize this out-of-band signaling protocol. "CCSAC" or
"CCSAS" means the Common Channel Signaling access connection or access service,
respectively, which connects one Party's signaling point of Interconnection ("SPOI") to the other
Party's Signaling Transfer Point for the exchange of SS7 messages.

1.11 "Central Office" means a local switching system for connecting lines to lines,
lines to trunks, or trunks to trunks for the purpose of originating/terminating calls over the public
switched telephone network. A single Central Office may handle several Central Office codes
("NXX"). Sometimes this tenn is used to refer to a telephone company building in which
switching systems and telephone equipment are installed.

1.12 "Central Office Switch" means a switch used to provide Telecommunications
Services, including, but not limited to an End Office Switch or a Tandem Switch. A Central
Office Switch may also be employed as a combination End Officerrandem Office Switch.

. .
1.13 "CLASS Features" means certain CCS-based features available to Customers

'including, but not limited to: Automatic Call Back; Call Trace; Caller Identification; and future
CCS-based offerings.

1.14 "Collocation" means an arrangement in which the equipment of one Party (the
"Collocating Party") is installed and maintained at the premises of the second Party (the
"Housing Party") for the purpose of Interconnection with or access to the unbundled Network
Elements ,of the Housing Party.

1.15 "Commission" means the [STATE] [PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION].

1.16 "CLEC" or "Competitive Local Exchange Carrier" means any Local Exchange
Carrier other than BA that is operating as such in BA's certificated territory in [STATE]. (CLEe]
is or will shortly become a CLEC.

1.17 "CPN" or "Calling Party Number" is a Common Channel Signaling ("CCS")
parameter which identifies the calling party's telephone number.

1.18 "Cross Connection" means a jumper cable or similar connection provided in
connection with a Collocation arrangement at the digital signal cross connect, Main Distribution
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[CLEC] - BELL ATLA0iTIC Interconnection Agreement for [STATE]

Frame or other suitable frame or panel between (i) the Collocating Party's equipment and (ii) the
equipment or facilities of the Housing Party.

1.19 "Customer" means a third party residence or business end-user subscriber to
Tctephone Exchange Services provided by either of the Parties.

1.20 "Digital Signal Level" means one of several transmission rates In the
time-division multiplex hierarchy.

1.21 "Digital Signal Level 0" or "DSO" means the 64 kbps zero-level signal in the
time-division multiplex hierarchy.

1.22 "Digital Signal Levell" or "OS 1" means the 1.544 Mbps first-level signal in the
time-division multiplex hierarchy.

1.23 "Digital Signal Level 3" or "DS3" means the 44.736 Mbps third-level signal in
the time-division multiplex hierarchy.

1.24 "End Office Switch" or "End Office" is a switc~ing entity that is used to terminate
Customer station Loops for the purpose of interconnection to each other and to trunks.

1.25 "Entrance Facility" means the facility between a Party's designated premises and
the Central Office serving that designated premises.

1.26 "Exchange Message Interface" or "EMI" means the standard used for exchange of
Telecommunications message information among Telecommunications Carriers for billable,
non-billable, sample, settlement and study data. EMI format is contained in document SR-320
published by the Alliance for Telecom Industry Solutions.

1.27 "FCC" means the Federal Communications Commission.

1.28 "FCC Regulations" means the regulations duly and lawfully promulgated by the
FCC, as in effect from time to time.

1.29 "HOSL" or "High-Bit Rate Digital Subscriber Line" means a transmission
technology which transmits up to a DS 1 - level signal, using anyone of the following line codes:
2 Binary/1 Quartenary ("2BIQ''), Carrierless AMJPM, Discrete Multitone ("DMT'), or 3
Binary/! Octal ("3BO'').

1.30 "Independent Telephone Company" or "ITC" means any entity other than BA
which, with respect to its operations within [STATEl, is an Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier.
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[CLEC] - BELL ATLA0iTIC Interconnection Agreement for [STATE]

1.31 "Information S~rvices Traffic" means Local Traffic or IntraLATA Toll Traffic
which originates on a Telephone Exchange Service line ::md which is addressed to an information
service provided over a Party's information services platform (~, NXX 976).

1.3:'. "Inside Wire" or "Inside Wiring" means all wire, cable, terminals, hardware and
other equipment or materials on the Customer's side of the Rate Demarcation Point.

1.33 "Integrated Digital Loop Carrier" or "IDLe" means a subscriber Loop carrier
system \vhich integrates within the switch at a OS 1 level that is twenty-four (24) Loop
transmission paths combined into a 1.544 Mbps digital signal.

1.34 "Integrated Services Digital Network" or "ISDN" means a sv.ritched network service
providing end-to-end digital connectivity for the simultaneous transmission of voice and· data.
Basic Rate Interface-ISDN ("BRI-ISDN") provides for digital transmission of two 64 kbps bearer
channels and one 16 kbps data and signaling channel (2B+D). Primary Rate Interface-ISDN
("PRJ-ISDN") provides for digital transmission of t\venty three (23) 64 kbps bearer channels and
one (1) 64 kbps data and signaling channel (23 B+D).

1.35 "Interexchange Carrier" or "IXC" means a !=arrier that provides, directly or
indirectly, InterLATA or intraLATA Telephone Toll Services.

1.36 "Internet Traffic" means any traffic that is transmitted to or returned from the
Internet at any point during the duration of the transmission.

1.37 "IP" or "Interconnection Point" means the point at which a Party who receives
traffic originating on the network of the other Party assesses Reciprocal Compensation charges for
the further transport and termination of that traffic.

1.38 "Line Side" means an End Office Switch connection that provides transmission,
switching and optional features suitable for Customer connection to the public switched network,
including lo<?p start supervision, ground start supervision, and signaling for BRI·ISDN service.

1.39 "Local Traffic" means traffic that is originated by a Customer of one Party on that
Party's network and terminates to a Customer of the other Party on that other Party's network
within a given local calling area or expanded area service ("EAS'') area, as defined in BA's
effective Customer Tariffs. Local Traffic does not include any Internet Traffic.

lAO "Loop" means a transmission path that extends from a Main Distribution Frame,
DSX-paneI, or functionally comparable piece of equipment in a Customer's serving End Office to
the Rate Demarcation Point (or Network Interface Device ("NID'') if installed) in or at the
Customer's premises. The actual transmission facilities used to provide a Loop may utilize any of
several technologies.
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[CLEe] - BELL ATLA~TIC Interconnection Agreement for [STATE]

1.41 "Losses" means any and all losses, costs (including court cost), claims, dJrnages
(including tines, penalties, and criminal or civil judgements and settlements), injuries, liabilities and
expenses (including attorneys' fees).

1.42 "Main Distribution Frame" or "MDF" generally means the primary point at which
outside plant facilities tenninate within a Wire Center, for Interconnection to other
Tdecommunic::Hions facilities within the Wire Center.

1.43 "~1ECAB" means the ~1ultiple Exchange Carrier Access Billing ("~1ECAB")

document prepared by the Billing Committee of the Ordering and Billing Forum ("OBF"), which
functions under the auspices of the Carrier Liaison Committee ("CLC") of the Alliance for
Tekcomrnunications Industry Solutions ("ATIS"). The MECAB document, published by Bellcore
as Special Report SR-BDS-000983, contains the recommended guidelines for the billing of an
Exchange Access service provided by two or more LECs, or by one LEC in two or more states,
\\ithin a single LATA.

1.44 "MECOD" means the Multiple Exchange Carriers Ordering and Design
("MECOD") Guidelines for Access Services - Industry Support Interface, a document developed by
the Ordering/Provisioning Committee under the auspices of. OBF, The MECOD document,
published by Bellcore as Special Report SR-STS-002643, establishes methods for processing
orders for Exchange Access service which is to be provided by two or more LECs.

1.45 "Meet-Point Billing" or "MPB" means an arrangement whereby two or more LECs
jointly provide to a third party C&&., an Interexchange Carrier) the transport element of a Switched
Exchange Access Service to one of the LECs' End Office Switches. Each LEe receives an
appropriate share of the transport element revenues as defined by their effective Exchange Access
Tariffs.

1.46 "Meet Point Billing Traffic" means traffic that is subject to an effectiye Meet-Point
Billing arrangement.

1.47 "Mid-Span Fiber Meet" means an Interconnection architecture whereby two
carriers' transmission facilities meet at a mutually agreed-upon Point of Interconnection ("POI''),
limited by technical feasibility and the availability of facilities, utilizing a fiber hand-off and, at
the delivering carrier's option, may interface with such carrier's collocated equipment to gain
access to unbundled Network Elements.

1.48 "Network Interface Device" or "NID" means the BA-provided interface
terminating BA's Telecommunications network on the property where the Customer's service is
located at a point determined by BA. The NID contains an FCC Part 68 registered jack from
which Inside Wire may be connected to BA's network.
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[CLEe] . BELL ATLA0iTIC Interconnection Agreement for [5TATE]

1."+9 "0iorth American Numbering Plan" or "~ANP" means the numbering plan used
In the L'nited States that also serves Canada, Benn~da, Puerto Rico and certain Caribbean
Islands. The NANP format is a 1O-digit number that consists of a 3-digit NPA code (commonly
referred to as the area code), followed by a 3-digit Nx..X code and 4-digit line nwnber.

1.50 "~umbering Plan Area" or "NPA" is also sometimes referred to as an area code.
T:l-:re ;lrc mo general c~tegories of NPAs, "Geogr~phic ~PAs" and "Non-Geographic NPAs." A
Geographic :\iPA is associated \vith a defined geographic area, and all telephone nwnbers bearing
such NPA are associated \vith services provided \'vithin that geographic area. A Non-Geographic
:\PA. also known as a "Service Access Code" or "SAC Code," is typically associated \'vith a
soecialized Telecommunications Sen:ice which may be provided across multiple geographic NPA..
areas: SOO, 900 .. 700, 500 and 888 are examples of0ion-Geographic NPAs,

1.51 "NXX," "NX,"{ Code," or "End Otlice Code" means the three qigit switch entity
indicator (l,~., the tirst three digits of a seven digit telephone nwnber).

1.52 "Percent Interstate Usage" or "PIU" is a factor that is used to determine the
interstate portion of minutes of traffic exchanged via Traffic Exchange Trunks. PIU is developed
from the measurement of calls in which the calling and called parties are not located within the
same state. PIU is the first such factor applied to traffic for jurisdictional separation of traffic.

1.53 "Percent Local Usage" or "PLU" is a factor that is used to determine the portion
of Local Traffic minutes exchanged via Traffic Exchange Trunks. PLU is developed from the
measurement of calls in which the calling and called party are located within a given local calling
area or EAS area as defined in BA's effective Customer Tariff(s). The PLU factor is applied to
traffic only after the PID factor has been applied for jurisdictional separation of traffic.

1.54 "Port Element" or "Port" means a line card (or equivalent) and associated peripheral
equipment on an End Office Switch which interconnects individual Loops or individual Customer
trunks with the switching components of an End Office Switch and the associated switching
functionality in that End Office Switch. Each Port is typically associated with one (or more)
telephone number(s) which serves as the Customer's network address. The Port Element is part of
the provision of unbundled local Switching Element.

1.55 "Point of Interconnection" or "POI" means the physical location where the
originating Party's facilities physically interconnect with the terminating Party's facilities for the
purpose of exchanging traffic.

1.56 "Rate Center Area" or "Exchange Area" means the geographic area that has been
identified by a given LEC as being associated with a particular NPA-NXX code assigned to the
LEC for its provision of TelephC''''~: r\:change Services. The Rate Center Area is the exclusive
geographic area which the LEC has identified as the area within which it will provide Telephone
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Exchange Services bearing the particular NPA-NXX designation associated with the specific
Rate Center Area.

1.57 "Rate Center Point" means a specific geographic point, defined by a V&H
coordinat~, located within the Rate Center Area and used to measure distance for the purpose of
billing Customers for distance-sensitive Telephone Exchange Services and Toll Traffic.

1.58 "Rate Demarcation Point" means the physical point in a BA-provided network
facility at \\'hich BA's responsibility for maintaining that network facility ends and the
Customer's responsibility for maintaining the remainder of the facility begins, as set forth in
B:\' s appllcable Tariffs, if any, or as other.vise prescribed under Applicable Law.

1.59 "Rating Point" or "Routing Point" means a specific geographic point identified by
a specific V&H coordinate. The Rating Point is used to route inbound traffic to specified NPA
NXXs and to calculate mileage measurements for distance-sensitive transport charges of
switched access services. Pursuant to Bellcore Practice BR-795-100-100, the Rating Point may be
an End Office location or a "LEC Consortium Point of Interconnection." Pursuant to that same
Be[[core Practice, examples of the latter shall be designated by a common language location
identifier CCLLI") code with (x)KD in positions 9, 10, 11, w~ere (x) may be any. alphanumeric
A-Z or 0-9. The Rating PointIRouting Point must be located within the LATA in which the
corresponding NPA-NXX is located. However, the Rating PointIRouting Point associated with
each NPA-NXX need not be the same as the corresponding Rate Center Point, nor must it be
located within the corresponding Rate Center Area, nor must there be a unique and separate Rating
Point corresponding to each unique and separate Rate Center Area.

1.60 "Reciprocal Compensation" means the arrangement for recovering costs incurred
for the transport and termination of Local Traffic originating on one Party's network and
terminating on the other Party's network (as set forth in Section 5.7).

1.61 [Intentionally Omitted]

1:62 "Service Control Point" or "SCP" means the node in the Common Channel
Signaling network to which informational requests for service handling, such as routing, are
directed and processed. The SCP is a real time database system that, based on a query from a
service switching point ("SSP") and via a Signaling Transfer Point, performs subscriber or
application-specific service logic, and then sends instructions back to the SSP on how to continue
call processing.

1.63 "Signaling Transfer Point" or "STP" means a specialized switch that provides SS7
network access and performs SS7 message routing and screening.

1.64 "Switched Access Detail Usage Data" means a category 1101XX record as defined
in the EMI Bellcore Practice BR-O 10-200-01 O.
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1.65 "Switched Access Sununary Usage Data" means a category 1150XX record as
ddined in the EMI Bellcore Practice BR-O 10-200-0 1O.

1.66 "Switched Exchange Access Service" means the offering of transmission and
switching services for the purpose of the origination or termination of Toll Traffic. S.....1tched
Exchange Access Services include but may not be limited to: Feature Group A, Feature Group B,
Feature Group D, 700 access, 800 access, 888 access and 900 access.

1.67 "SI,vitching Element" is the unbundled Network Element that provides a CLEC
tbe ability to use s\vitching functionality in a BA End Office switch, including all vertical
services that are available on that switch, to provide Telephone Exchange Service to its end user
Customer(s). The Switching Element is provisioned with a Port Element, which provides Line
Side access to the Switching Element.

1.68 "Tandem Switch" or "Tandem Office" or "Tandem" is a switching entity that has
billing and recording capabilities and is used to connect and switch trunk circuits between and
among End Office Switches and between and among End Office Switches and carriers' aggregation
points, points of termination, or points of presence, and to ptovide Switched Exchange Access
Services.

1.69 "Tandem Transit Traffic" or "Transit Traffic" means Telephone Exchange Service
traffic that originates on [CLECrs network, and is transported through a BA Tandem to the
Central Office of a CLEC, lTC, Commercial Mobile Radio Service ("CMRS") carrier, or other
LEC, that subtends the relevant BA Tandem to which [CLEC] delivers such traffic. Pursuant to
Section 7.2.6, Transit Traffic may also mean Telephone Exchange Service traffic that originates
on BA's network, and is transported through a [CLEC] Tandem to the Central Office of a CLEC,
ITC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, that subtends the relevant [CLEC] Tandem to which BA
delivers such traffic. SUbtending Central Offices shall be determined in accordance with and as
identified in the Local Exchange Routing Guide ("LERG"). Switched Exchange Access Service
traffic is not Tandem Transit Traffic.

1.70 "Tariff" means any applicable federal or state tariff of a Party, or standard
agreement or other document that sets forth the generally available terms and conditions, each as
may be amended by the Party from time to time, under which a Party offers a particular service,
facility or arrangement. A Tariff shall not include BA's "Statement of Generally Available Terms
and Conditions for Interconnection, Unbundled Network Elements, Ancillary Services and
Resale of Telecommunications Services" which has been approved or is pending approval by the
Commission pursuant to Section 252(f) of the Communications Act of 1934,47 U.S.C. § 252(f).

1.71 "Toll Traffic" means traffic that is originated by a Customer of one Party on that
Party's network and terminates to a Customer of the other Party on that Party's network and is not
Local Traffic or Ancillary Traffic. Toll Traffic may be either "IntraLATA Toll Traffic" or
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"rnterLATA Toll Traffic," depending on whether the originating and terminating points are within
the same LATA.

1.n "Trunk Side" means a Central Office S\l,itch connection that is capable of, and has
been progrmuned to treat the circuit as, connecting to another switching entity (U, another
c::mier's network). Trunk Side connections offer those transmission and signaling features
Jppropriate for the connection of s\"itching entities.

1.73 ..v and H Coordinates Method" means a method of computing airline miles
bet\veen two points by utilizing an established formula \vhich is based on a vertical and horizontal
coordinates of the two points.

1.74 "Voice Grade" means either an analog signal of 300 to 3000 Hz or a digital signal of
56/64 kilobits per second. \\!hen referring to digital Voice Grade service (a 56/64 kbps channel),
the terms "OS-O" or "sub-OS-1 " may also be used.

1.75 "Wire Center" means a building or portion thereof which serves as a Routing
Point for Switched Exchange Access Service. The Wire Center serves as the premises for one or
more Central Offices.

2.0 INTERPRETATION AND CONSTRUCTION

2.1 All references to Sections, Exhibits and Schedules shall be deemed to be
references to Sections of, and Exhibits and Schedules to, this Agreement unless the context shall
otherwise require. The headings used in this Agreement are inserted for convenience of reference
only and are not intended to be a part of or to affect the meaning of this Agreement. Unless the
context shall otherwise require, any reference to any agreement, other instrument (including BA
or other third party offerings, guides or practices), statute, regulation, governmental rule or Tariff
is to such agreement, instrument, statute, regulation, or governmental rule or Tariff as amended
and supplemented from time to time (and, in the case of a statute, regulation, governmental rule
or Tariff, to any successor provision).

2.2 Each Party hereby incorporates by reference those provisions of its Tariffs that
govern the provision ofany of the services or facilities provided hereunder. Subject to the terms set
forth in Section 20 regarding rates and charges, if any provision of this Agreement and an
applicable Tariff cannot be reasonably construed or interpreted to avoid conflict, the provision
contained in this Agreement shall prevail, provided that in all cases the more specific shall prevail
over the more general. If any provision contained in this main body of the Agreement and any
Schedule or Exhibit hereto cannot be reasonably construed or interpreted to avoid conflict, the
provision contained in this main body of the Agreement shall prevail. The fact that a condition,
right, obligation, or other term appears in this Agreement but not in any such Tariff or in such
Tariff but not in this Agreement, shall not be interpreted as, or be deemed grounds for fmding, a
conflict for purposes of this Section 2.
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3.0 SCOPE

3.1 This Agreement sets forth the terms, conditions and pricing under which SA and
[CLEC] will offer and provide to each other within each LATA in which they operate \\-ithin
[STATE]: a) Interconnection and access to unbundled Network Elements and ancillary services
for their respective use In providing Telephone Exchange Service; b) resale of local
Telecommunications Services; and c) services related to a) and b). As such, this Agreement is an
integrated package that reflects a balancing of interests critical to the Parties. It will be submitted to
the Commission, and the Parties will refrain from requesting any action to change, suspend or
othef\vise delay implementation of the Agreement.

3.2 The Parties agree that the performance of the terms of this Agreement will satisfy
SA's obligation to provide Interconnection under Section 251 of the Act, and the requirements of
the Checklist under Section 271 of the Act.

4.0 INTERCONNECTION AND PHYSICAL ARCHITECTURE

4.1 Interconnection Activation

Subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, each Party shall exercise
commercially reasonable efforts to enable [CLEC] to provide fully operational service
predominantly over its omt Telephone Exchange Service facilities to business and residential
Customers in accordance with [CLEC]'s intended implementation schedule in [STATE], attached
hereto as Schedule 4.1. To that end, the Parties will establish and perform to milestones such as
trunking arrangements for Traffic Exchange, timely submission of Access Service Requests, 911
Interconnection establishments, SS7 Certification and arrangements for alternate-billed calls.

4.2 Trunk Types and Interconnection Points

4.2.1 Trunk Types. Section 4 describes the architecture for Interconnection of
the Parties' facilities and equipment over which the Parties shall configure the following separate
and distinct trunk groups:

Traffic Exchange Trunks for the transmission and routing of terminating Local
Traffic, Tandem Transit Traffic, translated LEC IntraLATA toll free service
access code~ 800/888/877) traffic, IntraLATA Toll Traffic, and, where agreed
to between the Parties and as set forth in Section 4.3.7, InterLATA Toll Traffic
between their respective Telephone Exchange Service customers pursuant to
Section 251 (c)(2) of the Act, and Internet Traffic, all in accordance with Section
5;
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Access Toll Connecting Trunks for the transmission and routing of Exchange
Access traffic, including translated InterLATA toll free service access code (u,
300/888/877) traffic, between [CLEC] Tclephone Exchange Service customers
.1I1d purchasers of Switched Exchange Access Service via a BA Tandem, pursuant
to Section 251 (c)(2) of the Act, in accordance with Section 6;

rnform~tion Serv'ices Trunks for the transmission and routing of terminating
Information Serv'ices Traffic in accordance with Section 7;

BLVIBLVI Trunks for the transmission and routing of terminating BLVIBLVI
traffic, in accordance with Section 19;

9! I1E9!l Trunks for the transmission and routing of terminating E9ll/911 traffic,
in accordance with Section 7;

Directory Assistance Trunks for the transmission and routing of terminating
directory assistance traffic, in accordance with Section 19;

Operator services (IntraLATA call completion) Trunks for the transmission and
routing of terminating IntraLATA call completion traffic, in accordance with
Section 19; and

Other Trunks as may be requested and agreed toby the Parties.

4,2.2 Interconnection Points. Each Party shall establish Interconnection
Points ("IPs") at the available locations designated in Schedule 4.1. The mutually agreed-upon
IPs on the [CLEC] network from which [CLEC] will provide transport and termination of traffic
to its Customers shall be designated as the [CLEC] Interconnection Points ("[CLEC]-IPs"). The
mutually agreed-upon IPs on the BA network from which BA will provide ,transport and
termination of traffic to its Customers shall be designated as the BA Interconnection Point(s)
("BA-IP(s)"); provided that such BA-IP(s) shall be either the BA terminating End Office serving
the BA Customer or the BA Tandem subtended by the terminating End Office' serving the BA
Customer. Each Party is responsible for delivering its tenninating traffic to the other Party's
relevant IP.

4.2.2.1 Each Party shall make available at least one designated IP in each
BA Tandem Serving Area in each LATA in which it has Customers as designated in Schedule
4.1. Any additional traffic that is not covered in Schedule 4.2 shall be subject to separate
negotiations between the Parties, except that either Party may deliver traffic of any type or
character to the other Party for tennination as long as the delivering Party pays the receiving
Party's then current tariffed Switched Exchange Access rates applicable to such traffic.
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4.2.3 Points of Interconnection. As and to the extent required by Section 251
of the Act, the Parties shall provide Interconnection of their net\....orks at any technically feasible
point, as described in Section 4.3. To the extent the originating Pany's POI is not located at the
t~nnin:lting Party's relevant IP, the originating Party is responsible for transponing its traffic
from its PO[ to the terminating Pany's relevant [Po

4.:.-\. Geographic Relevance. In the event either Party fails to make
:l\.1ilable a geographically relevant End Office or functional equivalent as an IP and POI on its
network. the other Party may, at any time, request that the first Pany establish such additional
technicJ.lly feasible point as an IP and/or POI. Such requests shall be made as a part of the Joint
Process established pursuant to Section 10.1. A "geographically relevant" IP shall mean an IP
that is located ,vithin the SA local calling area of equivalent SA end user Customers, but no
gre.1ter than twenty five (25) miles from the BA Rate Center Point of the SA NXX serving the
equivalent relevant end user Customers. or, with the mutual agreement of the Parties, an existing
and currently utilized IP within the LATA but outside the foregoing SA local calling area and/or
twenty tive (25) mile radius. "Equivalent" customers shall mean customers served by either
Party and which are assigned telephone numbers in the same Rate Center. If after thirty (30)
days following said request such geographically relevant handoffs have not been made available
by [CLEC], [CLEC] shall bill and BA shall pay only the End Office Reciprocal Compensation
rate for the relevant NXX less BA's transport rate from BA's originating End Office to [CLEe]
IP.

4.2.5 The Parties shall configure separate one-way trunk groups for traffic from
[CLEC] to BA, and for traffic from BA to [CLEC], respectively; however, either Party may at its
discretion request that the trunk groups shall be equipped as two-way trunks for testing purposes.

4.3 Physical Architectures

4.3.1 [CLEt] shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any of the
following three methods for interconnection at any of the BA-IPs:

(a) a physical or virtual Collocation node [CLEe] established at the
BA-IP; and/or

(b) a physical or virtual Collocation node established separately at the
BA-IP by a third party with whom [CLEC] has contracted for such purposes;
and/or

(c) an Entrance Facility and transport (where applicable) leased from
BA (and any necessary multiplexing), to the BA-IP.
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4.3.2 [CLEC] shall provide its own facilities or purchase necessary transport for
the delivery of traffic to any Collocation arrangement it establishes at a BA-IP pursuant to
Section 13.

4.3.3 [CLEC] may order from BA any of the Interconnection methods specified
above in accordance with the rates, order intervals, and other tenns and conditions in the
:\greement. in ~y applicable Tariff(s), or as may be subsequently agreed to between the Parties.

-l..3.4 BA shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any of the following
methods for Interconnection at any of the [CLEC]-IPs:

(a) a physical, virtual or other alternative Collocation node BA
establishes at the [CLEC]-IP; andJor

(b) a physical, virtual or other alternative Collocation node established
separately at the [CLEC]-IP by a third party with whom BA has contracted for
such purposes; andJor

(c) an Entrance Facility leased from [CLEC] (and any necessary
multiplexing), to the [CLEC]-IP.

4.3.5 BA shall provide its own facilities or purchase necessary transport for the
delivery of traffic to any Collocation node it establishes at a [CLEC]-IP pursuant to Section 13.

4.3.6 BA may order from [CLEC] any of the Interconnection methods specified
above in accordance with. the order intervals and other terms and conditions, including, without
limitation, rates and charges, set forth in this Agreement, in any applicable Tariff(s), or as may be
subsequently agreed to between the Parties.

4.3.7 Under any of the architectures described in this Section 4.3', and subject to
mutual agreement between the Parties, either Party may utilize the Traffic Exchange Trunks for
the termination of InterLATA Toll Traffic in accordance with the terms contained in Section 5
and pursuant to the other Party's Switched Exchange Access Service Tariffs. The other Party's
Switched Exchange Access Service rates shall apply to such facilities.

4.3.8 The publication "Bellcore Technical Publication GR-342-CORE; High
Capacity Digital Special Access Service, Transmission Parameter Limits and Interface
Combination" describes the specification and interfaces generally utilized by BA and is
referenced herein to assist the Parties in meeting their respective Interconnection responsibilities.

4.3.9 In recognition of the large number and variety of BA-IPs available for use
by [CLEC], [eLECrs ability to select from among those points to minimize the amount of
transport it needs to provide or purchase, and the fewer number of [CLEC]-IPs available to BA
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to select from for similar purposes. [CLEC] sh~11 charge BA no more than a non-distance
S"':I:Sltl">;; Entrance Facility charge as provlJed in Exhibit .-\ for the transport of traffic from a BA
IP to a [CLEC]-IP in any given LATA.

-tA Alternative Interconnection Arrangements

4"+.1 h addition to the foregoing methods of Interconnection. and subject to
mutual agreement of the Parties, the Parties may agree to establish a Mid-Span Fiber Meet
J.rrmgement which may include a SONET backbone with an electrical interface at the OS-3 level
in Jccordilnce with the tenns of this Section 4.4. The fiber meet point shall be designated as the
POI for both Parties. In the event the Parties agree to adopt a Mid-Span Fiber ~leet arrangement,
...:ach PJrty agrees to (a) bear all expenses associated with the purchase of equipment, materials,
or services necessary to facilitate and maintain such arrangement on its side of the fiber hand-off
to the other Party and (b) compensate the terminating Party for transport of traffic from the POI
to the tern1inating Party's IP at rates set forth in Exhibit A.

4.4.2 The establishment of any Mid-Span Fiber Meet arrangement is expressly
conditioned upon the Parties' reaching prior \oVTitten agreement on routing, appropriate sizing and
forecasting, equipment, ordering, provisioning, maintenance, repair, testing, augment, and
compensation procedures and arrangements, reasonable distance limitations, and on any other
arrangements necessary to implement the Mid-Span Fiber Meet arrangement. Any Mid-Span
Fiber Meet arrangement requested at a third-party premises is expressly conditioned on the
Parties having sufficient capacity at the requested location to meet such request, on unrestricted
24-hour access for both Parties to the requested location, on other appropriate protections as
reasonably deemed necessary by either Party, and on an appropriate commitment that such
access and other arrangements will not be changed or altered.

4.4.3 Mid-Span Fiber Meet arrangements shall be used only for the termination
of Local Traffic and IntraLATA Toll Traffic unless and until such time as the Parties have agreed
to pennit its utilization for other traffic types and unless and until the Parties have agreed in
writing on appropriate compensation arrangements relating to the exchange of other types of
traffic over such Mid-Span Fiber Meet, and only where facilities are available.

4.4.4 [CLEC] and BA shall work cooperatively to install and maintain a reliable
network as agreed pursuant to Section 4.4.2. (CLEe] and BA shall exchange appropriate
information~ maintenance contact numbers, information related to the jointly constructed
network configuration, infonnation required to comply with law enforcement and other security
agencies of the Government and such other information as the Parties shall mutually agree) to
achieve this desired reliability.

4.4.5 [CLEC] and BA shall work cooperatively to apply sound network
management principles and network management controls to alleviate or to prevent congestion.
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....5 Interconnection in Additional LATAs [Applicable in NJ, PA, MD, VA, \VVj

4.5.1 rf[CLEC] detennines to offer Telephone Exchange Services in any LATA
in' [ST...\TE] not listed in Schedule 4.1 in which B...\ also offers Telephone Exchange Services,
[CLEe] shall provide written notice to BA of the need to establish Interconnection in such
L-\.TA pursuant to this Agreement.

4.5.2 The notice provided in Section 4.5.1 shall include (a) the CLEC-IP; (b) the
requested BA-IP; (c) the initial Rating Point [CLEe] has designated in the new LATA; (d)
[CLECrs intended Interconnection activation date; and (e) a forecast of [CLECrs trunking
requirements confonning to Section 1OJ.

4.5.3 Unless otherwise agreed to by the Parties, the Parties shall designate the
Wire Center(s) [CLEC] has identified as its initial Rating Point(s) in the LATA as the [CLEC]
IP(s) in that LATA and shall designate a mutually agreed upon Tandem Office or End Offices
within the LATA nearest to the [CLEC]-IP (as measured in airline miles utilizing the V and H
Coordinates Method) as the BA-IP(s) in that LATA, provided that, for the purpose of charging
for the transport of traffic from a BA-IP to the [CLEC]-IP, the (CLEC]-IP shall be no further
than a non-distance sensitive Entrance Facility away from the BA-IP.

4.5.4 The Parties shall agree upon an addendum to Schedule 4.1 to reflect the
schedule applicable to each new LATA requested by [CLEe]; provided, however, that unless
agreed by the Parties, the Interconnection activation date in a new LATA shall not be earlier than
sixty (60) days after receipt by BA of all complete and accurate trunk orders and routing
information. Within ten (10) business days ofBA's receipt of the [CLECrs notice provided for
in Section 4.5.1, BA and [CLEC] shall confirm the BA-IP, the (CLEC]-IP and the
Interconnection activation date for the new LATA by attaching an addendum to Schedule 4.1.

5.0 TRANSMISSION AND ROUTING OF TELEPHONE EXCHANGE S~RVICE

TRAFFIC PURSUANT TO SECTION 251(c)(2)

5.1 Scope of Traffic:

Section 5 prescribes parameters for Traffic Exchange Trunks used for Interconnection
pursuant to Section 4.0

5.2 Trunk Group Connections and Ordering

5.2.1 Traffic Exchange Trunk group connections will be made at a DS-3 or OS
1 level. Subject to agreement of the Parties, higher speed connections may be made, when and
where available, in accordance with the Joint Process prescribed in Section 10.
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5.2.2 E.lch Party will identify its Carrier Idcntitication Cod~, a tl1fe~ or four
Jigit nllm~ric obtained from Bellcore, to th~ uther PJIty wh~n ordering J trunk group.

5.2.3 Unless mutually agreed to by both Parties, each Party will send 0. Carrier
IJentifll.:i.ltlon Cod~ and outpulse ten (10) digits to the other Party.

5,:.-\. In the event the traffic volume between any t\\/O Central Office S\vitches at

~ll1Y time exceeds the CCS busy hour equivalent of one DS-l, the originating Party will establish
n~\V one-\vay direct trunk groups to the applicable End Office(s) consistent with the grade of
service and quality parameters set forth in the Joint Process.

5.2.5 Each Party will use commercially reasonabl~ efforts to monitor its trunk
groups and to augment those groups using generally accepted trunk engineering standards so as
to not exceed blocking objectives. Each P::lrty agrees to use modular trunk engineering
t~chniques, ",..ith the exception of (a) E91l/911, in accordance with Section 7; and (b) Operator
Services/Directory Assistance, in accordance with Section 19.

5.3 Switching System Hierarchy and Trunking Requirements

For purposes of routing [CLEe] traffic to SA, the subtending arrangements between BA
Tandem Switches and BA End Office Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office
subtending arrangements BA maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers' traffic. For
purposes of routing BA traffic to [CLEe], the subtending arrangements between [CLEe]
Tandem Switches (or functional equivalent) and [CLEe] End Office Switches (or functional
equivalent) shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending arrangements (or functional
equivalent) which [CLEC] maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers' traffic.

5.4 Signaling

Subject to the conditions set forth in Section 11.7, each Party will provide the other Party
with access to its databases and associated signaling necessary for the routing eu:td completion of
the other Party's traffic in accordance with the provisions contained in Section 17.

5.5 Grades of Service

The Parties shall initially engineer and shall jointly monitor and enhance all trunk groups
consistent with the Joint Process as set forth in Section 10.

5.6 Measurement and Billing·

5.6.1 For billing p)lI"Poses, each Party shall pass Calling Party Number ("CPN")
inrormation on at least ninety-tive percent (95%) ofcalls carried over the Traffic Exchange Trunks.
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5.6.1.1 If the origin~lting Party passes ePN on ninety-tive percent
(95%) or more of its calls, the receiving Party shall bill the originating Party the Local Traftic
CClll completion rate, intrastate Exchange .-\ccess r~ltes, intrastatelinterstate Tandem Transit

.Traffic rCltes. or interstate Switched ExchJnge Access Service rJtes applicable to each minute of
trJftic, CIS provided in Exhibit A and applicJble Tariffs, for \vhich ePN is passed. for any
r:;n1aining (up to 5%) calls without CP\i infonnation, the receiving PJrty shall bill the
originating Party for such traffic at the Local TrJffic call completion rate. intrastate Switched
ExchJnge Access Savice rates. intrastatelinterstate Tandem Transit Traffic rates, or interstate
S\\-itched ExchJnge Access Service fates :lpplicable to each minute of traffic, as provided in
Exhibit .-\ and :lpplicable Tariffs, in direct proportion to the minutes of use of calls passed with
CP:-.i inrormJtion.

5.6.1.2 If the ongInatIng Party passes ePN on less than ninety-five
rt:rcent (95%) of its calls and the originating Party chooses to combme Local and Toll Traffic on
the same trunk group, the terminating Party shall bill its interstate Switched Exchange Access
Service r~ltes for all traffic passed without CPN unless the Parties agree that such other rates
should apply to such traffic.

5.6.2 At such time as either Party has the capability, on an automated basis, to
lise such CPN information to classify traffic delivered by the other Party as either Local Traffic
or Toll Traffic, such receiving Party shall bill the originating Party the Local Traffic call
completion rate, intrastate Exchange Access rates, or interstate Exchange Access rates applicable
to each minute of Traffic for which CPN is passed, as provided in Exhibit A and applicable
Tariffs. If the receiving Party lacks the capability, on an automated basis, to use ePN

. information to classify on an automated basis traffic delivered by the other Party as either Local
Traffic or Toll Traffic, the originating Party will supply a PIU and PLU factor. The PIU and
PL U factors applicable upon the Effective Date are specified in Schedule 5.6. Such factors may
be updated by the originating Party quarterly by written notification.

5.6.3 Measurement of bilJing minutes for purposes of determining terminating
compensation shall be in conversation seconds. Measurement of billing minutes for originating
toll free ·service access code (u., 800/888/877) calls shall be in accordance with applicable
Tariffs.

5.7 Reciprocal Compensation Arrangements -- Section 251(b)(5)

5.7.1 The Parties shall compensate each other for the transport and termil1ation
of Local Traffic over the terminating carrier's switch in accordance with Section 251(b)(5) of the
Act at the rates provided in the Detailed Schedule of Itemized Charges (Exhibit A hereto), as may
be amended from time to time in accordance with Exhibit A and Section 20 or, if not set forth
therein, in the applicable Tariff(s) of the terminating Party, as the case may be. These rates are to
be applied at the [CLEC]-IP for traffic delivered by BA, and at the BA-IP for traffic delivered by
[CLEe]. No additional charges shall apply for the termination of such Local Traffic delivered to
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th~ BA-1P or the [CLEC]-lP by the other Party, except as set forth in Exhibit A. \Vhen such
Lac31 Tr:1tTic is termlnated over the same trunks as Toll Traffic, any port or transport or other
applic:lble :1ccess charges related to the delivery of Toll Traffic from the lP to an end user shall
be pror:lted to be applied only to the Toll Traffrc. The designation of traffic as Local Traffic for
purposes a f Reciprocal Compensation shall be based on the actual originating and terminating
points of the complete end-to-end communication.

5.7.2 Transport and tennin:ltion of the following types of traffic sh:lll not be
subject to the Reciprocal Compensation :llTangements set forth in this Section 5.7, but instead shall
b~ treated 35 described or referenced below:

(Zl) Lac:lI Tr:lffic originating with a third party carrier and delivered by
BA to [CLEC] shall be tre3ted as TJ.ndem Transit Service unda Section 7.2.

(b) For any traffic originating with a third party carrier and delivered by
[CLEC]to BA, [CLEC] shall pay BA the same amount that such third party carrier
\vould have been obligated to pay BA for termination of that traffic at the location
the trartic is delivered to BA by [CLEC].

(c) Swi tched Exchange Access Service and InterLATA or IntraLATA
Toll Traffic shall continue to be governed by the terms and conditions of the
applicable Tariffs and, where applicable, by a Meet-Point Billing arrangement in
accordance with Section 6.3.

(d) No Reciprocal Compensation shall apply to Internet Traffic.

(e) No Reciprocal Compensation shall apply to special access, private
line, or any other traffic that is not switched by the terminating Party.

(t) IntraLATA intrastate alternate-billed calls Cu, collect, calling card,
and third-party billed calls originated or authorized by the Parties' respective
Customers in [STATE)) shall be treated in accordance with an arrangement
mutually agreed to by the Parties.

(g) Any other traffic not specifically addressed in this Section 5.7 shall
be treated as provided elsewhere in this Agreement, or if not so provided, as
required by the applicable Tariff of the Party transporting and/or terminating traffic.

5,7.3 Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to limit either Party's ability to
designate the areas within which that Party's Customers may make calls which that Party rates as
"'local" in its Customer Tariffs.
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5.7.4 Each Party reserves the right to audit all Traffic, up to a maximum of two
audits per calendar year, to ensure that rates are being applied appropriately; provided. however,
that either Party shall have the right to conduct additional audit(s) if the preceding audit disclosed
material errors or discrepancies. Each Party agrees to provide the necessary Traffic data in
conjunction with any such audit in a timely manner.

5.7.5 The Parties will engJge in settlements of intraLATA intrastate alternate
billed calls (U, collect. calling card, and third-party billed calls) originated or authorized by their
respective Customers in [STATE] in accordance with an arrangement mutually agreed to by the
PJrtl-:s.

6.0 TRANSMISSION AND ROUTING OF EXCHANGE ACCESS TRAFFIC
PURSUANT TO 251(c)(2)

6.1 Scope of Traffic

Section 6 prescribes parameters for certain trunks to be established over the
Interconnections specified in Section 4 for the transmission and routing of traffic between
[CLEC] Telephone Exchange Service Customers and Interexchange Carriers ("Access Toll
Connecting Trunks"), in any case where [CLEe] elects to have its End Office Switch subtend a
SA Tandem. This includes casually-dialed (IOIOXXX and IOlXXXX) traffic.

6.2 Access Toll Connecting Trunk Group Architecture

6.2.1 If [CLEC] chooses to subtend a SA access Tandem then [CLECrs NPAlNXX
must be assigned by [CLEC] to subtend the same SA access Tandem that a SA NPA/NXX
serving the same Rate Center subtends as identified in the LERG.

6.2.2 [CLEC] shall establish Access Toll Connecting Trunks pursuant to applicable
access Tariffs by which it will provide Tandem-transported Switched Exchange Access Services
to Interexchange Carriers to enable such Interexchange Carriers to originate and terminate traffic
to and from [CLECrs Customers.

6.2.3 Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be used solely for the transmission and
routing of Exchange Access to allow [CLEC]'s Customers to connect to or be connected to the
interexchange trunks of any Interexchange Carrier which is .connected to a SA Tandem. If
[CLEC] collocates at a BA access Tandem, applicable Tariff rates and charges shall apply for
transport and switching.

6.2.4 The Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be two-way trunks. Such trunks
shall connect the End Office or Tandem Switch [CLEe] utilizes to provide Telephone Exchange
Service and Switched Exchange Access to its customers in a given LATA to the Tandem(s) SA
utilizes to provide Exchange Access in such LATA.
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6.3 'Ieet-Point Billing Arrangements

6.3.1 [CLEC] and BA \'lill establish Meet-Point Billing CMPB") arrangements in
order to pro\'id~ a common transport option to Switched Access Sel"\'ices Customers via a Tandem
Switch in accordance with the yleet-Point Billing guidelines contained in the OBF's MECAB and
\IECOO docwnents. ~xcept ;:ts modified herein. J.nd in BA's ;:tpplicable Switched Access Service
T:.lfltTs. The ::lIrangements described in this Section 6 ::lIe intended to be used to provide Sv"itched
Exchange Access Service that originates and/or terminates with a Tdephone Exchange Service
Cus(uml.:r of ~lther P::lIty that is provided by either P<lI'ty, v"here the transport component of the
S\vltcheJ Exch;:tnge Access Service is routed through a Tandem Switch that is provided by BA

6.3.2 In each LATA. the P<lI'ties shall establish ~iPB arrangements bet\veen the
applicable Rating Point/BA Serving Wire Center combinations.

6.3.3 Interconnection for the MPB arrangement shall occur at the BA access
Tandems in the LATA, unless othel"\vise agreed to by the Parties.

6.3.4 [CLEC] and BA will use reasonable efforts, individually and collectively, to
m;:tintain provisions in their respective state access Tariffs, ancl/or provisions within the National
Exchange Carrier Association ("NECA") Tariff No.4, or any successor Tariff sufficient to reflect
the ;viPB arrangements established pursuant to this Agreement.

6.3.5 In general, there are four alternative Meet-Point Billing arrangements
p'ossible, which ::lIe:

(a) "Single Bill/Single Tariff' in which a single bill is presented to the
Interexchange Carrier and each Local Exchange Carrier involved applies rates for its
portion of the services from the same Tariff.

(b) "Multiple Bill/Single Tariff' in which each involved Local
Exchange Carrier presents separate bills to the Interexchange Carrier and each carrier
involved applies rates for its portion of the service from the same Tariff.

(c) "Multiple Bill/Multiple Tariff' in which each involved Local
Exchange Carrier presents separate bills to the Interexchange Carrier, and each carrier
involved applies rates for its portion of the service from its own unique Tariff.

(d) "Single Bill/Multiple Tariff' in which one bill is rendered to an
Interexchange Carrier from all LECs who are jointly providing Switched Exchange
Access Service. A single .bill consists of all rate elements applicable to access services
billed on one statement of charges under one bill account number using each LEC's
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Jppropriate Jccess Tariffs. Th-: bill could be rendered by, or on behalf at: allY of the
Local Exchange Carriers involved in the provision of service.

EJch Party shall implement the "~fultiple BilL'Single Tariff' or "Multiple Sill/\-fultiple
TJ.rifC' option. JS appropriate, in order to bill an IXC for the portion of the jointly provided
Telecommunications Service provided by that Pmy. Alternatively, each P3rty may use the New
York StJt~ .-\cc~ss Pool on its behJlf to implement Singl~ Bil!J~fultiple Tariff or Stngle Bill/Single
T;}fltT option, JS Jppropriate, in order to bill an [XC for the portion of the jointly provided
t~lecommunications service provided by each Party.

6.3.6 The rate elements to be biJl~d by each Party are as set forth in SA's
JpplicJble T;1fiffs. The actual rate values tor each Party'satTected Switched Exchange Access
Service r:lte clement shall be the rates contained in that Party's own effective federal and stJte
:1ccess TJri tTs. or other document that contains the tenns under which that Party's access services
arc offered. The MPS billing percentages for CJch Rating PoincJSA Serving Wire Center
combination shall be calculated in accordance with the fonnula set forth in Section 6.3.15.

6.3.7 Each Party shall provide the other Party with the billing name, billing
address, CJJTier Identification Code ("CIC") of the IXC, and identification of the IXC's Serving
\Vire Center in order to comply with the MPB notification process as outlined in the MECAB
document via facsimile or such other media us the Parties may agree to.

6.3.8 BA shall provide [CLEe] with the Switched Access Detail Usage Data
(EMI category 110 lXX records) on magnetic tape or via such other media as the Parties may agree
to, no later than ten (10) business days after the date the usage occurred.

6.3.9 [CLEe] shall provide SA with the Switched Access Summary Usage Data
(EMI category 1150XX records) on magnetic tape or via such other media as the Parties may agree,
no later than ten (10) business days after the date of its rendering of the bill to the relevant IXC,
which bill shall be rendered no less frequently than monthly.

6.3.10 All usage data to be provided pursuant to Sections 6.3.8 and 6.3.9 shall be
sent to the following addresses:

To [CLEe]:

ToBA:
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Attn: \!:lrk Ferri

Either Party may change its address tor receiving usage data by notifying the other Party in \\TIting
pllrsuant to Section 28.10.

6.3.11 Each Pmy shall coordimte and exchange the billing account reference
I "B.--\R") :.lr'.d billing Jccount cross reference C'BACR") numbers or Operating Company 0.'umber
("OC),'''), as appropriate, tor the \lPB Service. Each Partv shall notify the other if the level of. .
billing or other BARIBACR elements change, resulting in a new BARIBACR nwnber, or if the
OC\I changes.

6.3 .12 Each Party Jgrees to provide the other Party with notification of any errors
it discovers \vithin 30 calendar days of the receipt of the original data. In the event of a loss of datJ,
both P<lrtics shall cooperate to reconstruct the lost data and, if such reconstruction is not possible,
shall accept a reasonable estimate of the lost data based upon prior usage data.

6.3.13 Either Party may request a review or audit of the various components of
access recording up to a maximum of two (2) Judits per calendar year. All costs associated with
each review and audit shall be borne by the requesting Party. Such review or audit shall be
conducted subject to confidentiality protection and during regular business hours. A Party may
conduct additional audits, at its expense, upon the other Party's consent, which consent shall not be
unreasonably withheld.

6.3.14 Nothing contained in this Section 6.3 shall create any liability for damages,
-Losses, claims, costs, injuries, expenses or other liabilities whatsoever on the part of either Party
(other than as may be set forth in MECAB or in any applicable Tariff, subject to the limitations on
liability set forth in this Agreement).

6.3 .15 MPS will apply for all traffic bearing the 500, 900, toll free service access
code Cti. 800/888/877) (to the extent provided by an IXC) or any other non-geographic NPA
\vhich may be likewise designated for such traffic in the future. In the event [CLEC] determines to
offer Telephone Exchange Services in another LATA in [STATE] in which BA operates a Tandem
Switch, BA shall permit and enable [CLEC] to subtend the BA Tandem Switch(es) designated for
the BA End Offices in the area where the [CLEC] Rating Point(s) associated with the NPA-NXX(s)
to/from which the Switched Exchange Access Services are homed. The MPB billing percentages
tor each new Routing PointIBA Serving Wire Center combination shall be calculated according to
the following formula:

a / (a + b) =[CLEC] Billing Percentage
and

b / (a + b) =BA Billing Percentage

where:
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a :: the airline mileage bet\veen the Routing Point and the actual point of
interconnection for the MPB arrangement; and

b :: the Clirline milcClge between the BA serving Wire Center and the Clctual
pOlnt at'interconnection for the \tIPB arrangement.

6.3.16 [CLEC] shall inform BA of the LATA in which it intends to offer
T-:kphone Exchange Services and its calculation of the billing percentages which should apply for
such mangement, as part of the notice required by Section 4.5.1. Within ten (10) business days of
[ClEe]'s delivery of notice to BA, BA and [CLEe] shall contirm the new Routing Point./BA
Serving \Virc Center combination and billing percentages.

6A Toll Free Service Access Code (e.g., 800/888/877) Traffic

The following terms shall apply when either Party delivers toll free service access code
(f....&, 800/888/877) ("800") calls to the other Party for completion.

6.4.1 When [CLEe] delivers toll free service access code calls that have been
queried to an "800" database to BA for completion

(a) to an IXC:

(i) [CLEC] shall provide an appropriate EMI record to BA for
processing and Meet Point Billing in accordance with Section 6.3
above; and

(ii) [CLEC] shall bill the IXC the [CLEC] query charge
associated with the call.

(b) as an IntraLATA call to BA or another LEC that is a toll free
service access code service provider in the LATA:

(i) [CLEC] shall provide an appropriate EMI record to the toll
free service access code service provider; and

(ii) [CLECrs Tariffed Feature Group 0 C"FGD") Switched
Exchange Access or Reciprocal Compensation charges, as
applicable, and the [CLEC] query charge, shall be assessed to the
toll free service access code service provider; and
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(iii) BA shJll Jssess Jpplicabk Tandem Transir Service ch:lI't!es
and associJred passthrough c11:lI'ges to [CLEC] in accordance \\-ith
Section 7.2.

6.-L2 \Vhen SA delivers toll free service access code calls that have been
queried to an "800" database, originated by BA's or another LEe's Customers. to [CLEC] for
compl~[lon

(a) when the queried call is a FGD Switched Exchange Access Service
c.111 handed off to [CLEC], SA shall:

(i) bill [CLEC] the BA query charge associated with the call
as specified in Exhibit A; and

(ii) bill [CLEC] SA's applicable Tariffed FGD Switched
Exchange Access charges associated with the call.

(b) where the queried call is an intraLATA call that is handed off to
[CLEC] in CLEe's capacity as a toll free service access code service provider:

(i) BA shall bill [CLEC] the BA query charge associated with
the call as specified in Exhibit A; and

(ii) BA shall provide an appropriate EMI record to [CLEe];
and

(iii) BA's Tariffed FGD Switched Exchange Access or
Reciprocal Compensation charges shall be billed to [CLEe] as
applicable.

6.4.3 BA will not direct unqueried toll free service access code calls to (CLEC).

7.0 TRANSPORT AND TERMINATION OF OTHER TYPES OF TRAFFIC

7.1 Information Services Traffic

The following provisions shall apply only to [CLEC]-originated Information Services
Traffic directed to an information services platform connected to BA's network. At such time as
[CLEC] connects Information Services platforms to its network, the Parties shall agree upon a
comparable arrangement for BA-originated Information Services Traffic. The Information
Services Traffic subject to the following provisions is switched voice traffic, delivered to
;nfo-r1ation service providers who offer recorded announcement information or open discussion
into:::1ution programs to the general public. Information Services Traffic does not include
Internet Traffic.
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7.1.1 [CLEC] shall have the option to route Information Services Traffic that
originates on ltS O\V!1 network to the appropriate information services platform(s) connected to
BA's net\'lork. In the event [CLEC] exercises such option, [CLEC] will ~stablish a dedicated
trunk group to the BA information services serving s\vitch. This trunk group will be utilized to
allow [CLEC] to route fnformation Service Tramc originated on its net\vork to SA.

7.[.2 [CLEC] shall provide an electronic file transfer or monthly magnetic tape
cont::lining recorded call detai I information to BA.

7.1.3 BA shall provide to [CLEC] via electronic file transfer or magnetic tape or
other means JS available all necessary information to rate the Information Services Traffic to
[CLEC]'s Customers pursuant to the BA's agreements \'lith each information services provider.
fnformation shall be provided in as timely a fashion as practical in order to' facilitate record
review and rd1ect actual prices set by the individual information services providers.

7.1.4 [CLEC] shall bill and collect such information services provider charges
and remit the amounts collected to BA less:

Co.) The Information Services Billing and Collection fee set forth in Exhibit A;
and

(b) An uncollectibles reserve calculated based on the uncollectibles reserve in
BA's billing and collection agreement with the applicable information services provider;
and

(c) Customer adjustments provided by [CLEC].

[CLEe] shall provide to BA sufficient information regarding uncol!ectibles and
Customer adjustments to allow BA to pass through the adjustments to the information services
provider, and BA shall pass through such adjustments. However, if the information services
provider disputes such adjustments and refuses to accept such adjustments, [CLEe] shall
reimburse BA for all such disputed adjustments. Final resolution regarding all disputed
adjustments shall be solely between [CLEe] and the information services provider.

7.1.5 Nothing in this Agreement shall restrict either Party from offering, or
obviate either Party's obligations, if any, under Applicable Law to offer, to its Telephone
Exchange Service Customers the ability to block the completion of Information Service Traffic
or from establishing such blocking as the default and requiring that such Customers make an
affirmative request to remove the blocking.
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7.1.6 To the extent either Pmy off~rs \'Jri::tble r:lted (~, 976. 554, and/or 915,
as applicable) information services, the Parties may agree to separate arrangements for the billing
and compensation of such services.

7.1.7 The Information Services Traffic addressed herein does not inci ude 555
tr::tftic or similar traffic with AI~ service interfaces. \vhich traffic shall be subject to separate
arrangements between the Parties.

7.2 Tandem Transit Traffic Servicc ("Transit Service")

7.2.1 Transit Service provides [CLEe] \vith the transport of Tandem Transit
Traffic as provided below. Neither the originating nor terminating Customer is a Customer of
BA.

7.2.2 Transit Traffic may be routed over the Traffic Exchange Trunks described
in Sections 4 Jnd 5. [CLEe] shall deliver each Transit Traffic call to BA with CCS and the
appropriate Transactional Capabilities Application Part ("TCAP") message to facilitate full
interoperability of those CLASS Features supported by SA and billing functions. In all cases,
each Party shall follow the Exchange Message Interface ("EMI") standard and exchangerecords
between the Parties.

7.2.3 [CLEC] shall exercise its best efforts to enter into a reciprocal Telephone
Exchange Service traffic arrangement (either via written agreement or mutual Tariffs) with any
CLEC, lTC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, to which it terminates Telephone Exchange Service
traffic that transits BA's Tandem Office. If [CLEC] does not enter into and provide notice to BA
of the above referenced arrangement within 180 days of the initial traffic exchange with relevant
third party carriers, then BA may, at its sole discretion, terminate Transit Service at any time
upon thirty (30) days written notice to [CLEe].

7.2.4 [CLEC] shall pay BA for Transit Service that [CLEC] originates at the
rate specified in Exhibit A, plus any additional charges or costs the terminating eLEC, lTC,
CMRS carrier, or other LEe, imposes or levies on SA for the delivery or termination of such
traffic, including any Switched Exchange Access Service charges.

7.2.5 BA will not provide Tandem Transit Traffic Service for Tandem Transit
Traffic that exceeds one (1) OS 1 level volume of calls.

7.2.6 If or when a third party carrier's Central Office subtends a [CLEe] Central
Office, then [CLEC] shall offer to BA a service arrangement equivalent or the same as Transit
Service provided by BA to [CLEC] as defined in this Section 7.2 such that BA may terminate
calls to a Central Office of cl!:othe-r C:"'EC, lTC, C:.:::ZS carrier, or other LEe, that subtends a
[CLEe] Central Office ("Reciprocal Transit Service"). (CLEC] shall offer such Reciprocal
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Translt S~r.'icc arrangements under terms and conditions no less favorable than those provided in
this Section 7,2.

7.2.7 Neither Party shall tJ.ke any actions to prevent the other Party from
c:r:terin~ into a direct and reciprocal traffic exchange agreement with any carrier to which it
originates, or from which it terminates, traffic.

7.3 911/E911 Arrangements

[FOR PA, DE, MD, DC, VA, WV
7.3.1 [CLEC] may, at its option, interconnect to the SA 9111E911 selective

routc:rs or 911 Tandem Offices, as appropriate, tbat ser.·e the areas in which [CLEC] provides
Tckphone Exchange Services, for the provision 0 f 911 /E911 services and for access to all
subtc:nding Public Safety Answering Points CPSAP"). In such situations, SA will provide
[ClEe] with the appropriate ClLI codes and specifications of the Tandem Office serving area.
fn areas where E911 is not available, [CLEe] and SA will negotiate arrangements to connect
[ClEe] to the 911 service. I

[FOR NJ
7.3.1 Where this Section 7.3 or other portions of this Agreement refer to or

describe 9111E911 functions, services, or facilities as SA functions, services, or facilities, the
Parties agree that, in New Jersey, some such functions, services, and facilities are provided,
owned and controlled not by BA but by the State of New Jersey, and [CLEC] will look to the
State of New Jersey, and not BA, and make arrangements with the State of New Jersey, and not

. SA, for the provision of such functions, services, and facilities. BA will cooperate with [CLEC]
in identifying all such functions, services, and facilities that are provided, owned, or controlled
by the State of New Jersey and in identifying the contact points and procedures BA believes will
facilitate (CLECrs promptly securing such arrangements with the State of New Jersey as may be
necessary for the effective provision of 911lE911 service to Customers of [CLEC].)

7.3.2 Path and route diverse Interconnections for 9111E911 shall be made at the
(CLEC]-IP, the BA-IP, or other points as necessary and mutually agreed, and 'as required by
Applicable Law.

7.3.3 Within thirty (30) days of its receipt of a request from (CLEC] and to the
extent authorized by the relevant federal, state, and local authorities, BA will provide (CLEC]
with the following at no charge:

(a) a file on diskette or other mutually agreed upon medium containing
the Master Street Address Guide ("MSAG") for each county within the LATA(s) specified in this
Agreement, which MSAG shall be updated no more frequently than monthly and a complete
copy of which shall be made available on an annual basis;

sv020300a.doc
DRAFT Issued 02/14/00

28



[ClEC] - BEll ...\.TlX\TIC rnterconnection ...\.greement for [ST...\.TE]

- (b) a list of the address, ClLI code, and an associated NXX or each
l) 11 'E9 [ 1 selective router or 911 Tandem Office(s) in the area in "vhleh [CLEC] plans to afrer
Telephone Exch:lI1ge Service;

(c) a list of the address, ClLI code, associated NXX, contact name
~lnd phon~ number of each Public Safety Ans\vering Point ("PS."\'P") in each county in the area in
which [ClEC] plans to offer Telephone Exchange Service;

(d) a list of BA personnel who currently have responsibility for each
":oLlnty's 911 requirements;

(e) the ten-digit subscriber number for each PSAP or the "main" PSAP
that subtcnds each BA 9lliE911 selective router or 911 Tandem Office to which (CLEC] is
interconnected for the tr:lI1sfer of "0-" calls to the PSAP;

(f) any special 911 trunking requirements for each 9111E911 selective
router or 911 Tandem Office;

(g) an electronic interface, when available, through which [CLEe]
shall input and provide a daily update of 9111E911 database information related to appropriate
(CLEe] Customers. Until such time as an' electronic interface is available, [CLEC] shall provide
BA with all appropriate 911 information such as name, address, and telephone number in writing
for BA's entry into the 911 database system. Any 911-related data excltanged between the
Parties prior to the availability of an electronic interface shall conform to SA standards, whereas
911-related data exchanged electronically shall conform to the National Emergency Number
Association standards;

(h) return of any [CLEe] E911 data entry files containing errors, so
that [CLEe] may ensure the accuracy of the Customer records; and

(i) a Design Layout Record ("DLR") of a 911 (CAMA) trunk, if
applicable.

7.3.4 BA and [CLEC] will use commercially reasonable efforts
to facilitate the prompt, robust, reliable and efficient Interconnection of [CLEe] systems to the
911/E911 platforms.

7.3.5 SA and [CLEC] will work cooperatively to arrange meetings with PSAPs
to answer any technical questions the PSAPs, or county or municipal coordinators may have
regarding the 911/E911 arrangements.

7.3.6 [CLEC] will compensate SA for connections to its 9111E911 pursuant to
Exhibit A.
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