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Dear Ms. Harris:

Enclosed is a letter from Ms. Susan E. Reitman.

I would appreciate your reviewing the information that has been presented and providing me with
your comments. Please address your reply to my state office:

United States Senator Bob Graham
2252 Killeam Center Boulevard, Third Floor
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Attention: Becky Liner

Telephone:
Facsimile:

(850) 907-1100
(850) 894-3222

Your cooperation and assistance are greatly appreciated. I look forward to hearing from you
soon.

With kind regards.

Sincerely,

United States Senate
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3222·0 Conmerce Place. West Palm Beach. R 33407
Telephone: (561) 242-5084; Fax: (561) 471-1514

July 17,2000

The Honorable Bob Graham
United States Senate
2252 Killearn Center Blvd., Third Floor
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Dear Senator Graham:

There's a matter of utmost importance to MOA, the agency that annually
broadcasts the premier televised fund-raising event for charity in America - our
annual Jerry Lewis MOA Telethon - that deserves your attention. I'm speaking
of the current debate over raising the cap on network ownership of local over-the
air broadcast television stations from 35% to 50% of the nation.

The impact of such a raise of the cap would be catastrophic to our Telethon, the
single most important fund-raising vehicle of this Association, around which the
bulk of our annual fund-raising effort is buill To say it's difficult now to hold our
ad hoc network together in the face of the pressure the major networks are
placing on their affiliates is an understatement. As it is there are Virtually no
network owned and operated local stations that carry the Telethon. Raising the
cap to 50% would mean only one thing to MOA, more O&O's in more major
markets, with the unfortunate result being more of the top stations in these
markets dropping the Telethon so as to not preempt their owners' network
programming Labor Day weekend. Our only alternative in those markets would
be to clear the show on smaller independent stations, an action that would mean
a devastating diminution of audience and revenues. This potential loss of
revenue isn't just an abstract concept. Without the funds raised annually by the
Telethon MOA would be unable to continue its lifesaving mission in behalf of
those who depend on MOA for help and hope.

Muscular Dystrophy Association
JERRY LEWIS. National Chairman

Dedicated to the eradication ot the muscular dystrophies. amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (lou Gehrig's disease).
myasthenia grOVIS. the spinal muscular atrophies. Friedreich's ataxia and a host ot other neuromuscular diseases,

www.mdauso.org



senator Graham, keeping the cap at 35% could literally mean the difference
between our Telethon continuing as a viable fund-raiser or the unthinkable
alternative of the Telethon fading into history as network owned stations
systematically drop the show at the direction of network program executives.
Your weighing in against raising the cap to 50% would be advocating forthe
millions of Americans who will benefit from the ultimate accomplishment of the
Telethon's goal- the defeat of neuromuscular diseases.
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District Director


