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RE: Line Sharing Implementation-Your Letter of June 2, 2000

Dear Mr. Strickling:

This is to respond to your letter of June 2, 2000, in which you request that
U S WEST report to you on its progress it has made in preparation to meet the June 6, 2000
deadline for implementation of line sharing. In this letter we set forth a basic outline ofour
progress in implementing line sharing. We will, of course, be happy to provide you with
more information upon request.

U S WEST was the first ILEC in the country to implement line sharing, especially in
the State of Minnesota, which has been quite active in analyzing the line sharing issue.
Since October of 1999, almost two months prior to the FCC's line sharing mandate,
U S WEST and various data CLECs have been participating in a collaborative work effort
focused on planning and implementing line sharing in the most timely, efficient, and
effective way possible. Unlike other UNEs that are provided to and used by a single LEC,
the line sharing UNE (the high frequency portion of the local loop) is shared by two LECs,
U S WEST and a CLEC. Due to the complexity of offering the high frequency portion of
the spectrum as an unbundled network element (UNE), it was (and still is) imperative that
U S WEST work with any interested data CLECs while planning for the implementation of
line sharing.
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The need for cooperation was particularly important in the area of Operations
Support Systems (OSS). U S WEST's OSSs enable CLECs to perform all necessary pre­
ordering, ordering, provisioning, maintenance and repair, and billing functions associated
with offering broadband data services over copper loops that U S WEST is using to provide
voice services to end-user customers (i.e. shared lines). To modify its OSSs to support line
sharing. U S WEST had to understand the CLECs' OSS needs. To do so. it was essential
that the CLECs make their needs known to US WEST. For this reason. US WEST worked
closely with interested CLECs to define the OSS modifications that were needed for the
implementation of line sharing.

To that end, in October of 1999, U S WEST and interested data CLECs formed a
collaborative OSS working group whose focus was to identify and plan for all the necessary
OSS modifications required to implement line sharing. At regularly held meetings, the
group developed the high level processes for line sharing and identified issues to be resolved
related to those processes. The group assigned the task of resolving the identified issues to
various individuals and/or sub-groups that worked on the issue during the week and reported
back to the OSS group at the following meeting. The sub-groups addressed 1) the repair
and maintenance flow; 2) the pre-qualification of loops for ADSL compatibility using
US WEST's pre-ordering system (IMA 4.2), design layout records (DLRs) and lor the
results of mechanized loop tests; and 3) the technical configuration for deploying CLEC
splitters in U S WEST central offices.

When identifying the OSS business requirements, the joint team spent a great deal of
time identifying the data needs ofthe CLECs. U S WEST and the participating CLECs
discussed the needs for pre-ordering, ordering, provisioning, repairing, and billing
functionality. The requirements were agreed to and documented.

Attachment A provides the detailed operations and maintenance processes utilized
by CLECs and U S WEST employees. Attachment A also provides a detailed product
definition. I

The negotiated interim line sharing solutions enabled U S WEST and CLECs to
begin line sharing in the most timely manner possible. All interim line sharing solutions
have been deployed and U S WEST has been line sharing with CLECs since January of
2000. The long-term line sharing ass solutions, as agreed to by the US WEST I CLEC
joint team, are currently on target for deployment by December of 2000.

While U S WEST had not implemented all of the long-term OSS solutions by June
6, 2000, it has complied with the FCC's mandate that ILECs must have the "majority of
systems modifications necessary to provide access to the higher frequency portion of the
loop" deployed by June 6, 2000. The timeframe by which it has been deploying the interim
line sharing solutions is based on CLECs' needs and was developed by the U S WEST /

I Attachment A is confidential because it contains links to internal U S WEST websites.
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CLEC joint team described above. The joint team agreed that a timely and efficient
deployment of line sharing was most important to the CLECs, and as a result. the team
agreed that the interim line sharing solutions were key to accommodating the CLECs'
immediate needs.

US WEST and CLECs have been working together to achieve line sharing
throughout US WEST's 14-state region. US WEST, CLECs, and the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission (MNPUC) met on March 21, 2000 to discuss the status of line sharing
in the state of Minnesota, the first state in which U S WEST began line sharing. The
primary purpose of this status meeting was for US WEST and the CLECs to each provide
an update the MNPUC on the deployment of line sharing. Both parties' reports were
positive. stating that the deployment of line sharing was on time and going as planned. Each
party also reported that the other was fulfilling its commitments as agreed upon.

In addition to the ongoing work in Minnesota, U S WEST and CLECs have been
continually working together towards the deployment of line sharing in the other 13 states
throughout U S WEST's region. Over the past few months U S WEST and CLECs
successfully negotiated and signed an interim business agreement with each other for the
deployment of line sharing throughout the remaining 13 states within U S WEST's region
(an agreement in Minnesota had previously been reached). Copies of these agreements are
attached as Attachments B and C.

The line sharing operational/implementation planning meetings have continued on
an on-going basis working on refining repair processes and amending interconnection
agreements. The joint team is also continuing to address other items such as general OSS
issues, permanent loop rates, and service order processor (SOP) requirements as needed.

Line sharing implementation data demonstrates the following:

MINNESOTA

First Line Sharing Deployment:
First Shared Loop Customer Order:
All line sharing deployment completed:
Shared Loop Orders to Date:

1/10/00
1/10/00
3/31/00 (Total of 52 Central Offices)
28 (actual customer count, 26, as two orders
were rejected to loop qualification difficulties)

OTHER THIRTEEN STATES

Current number of CLECs who signed
interim line sharing agreements.
First Line Sharing Deployment:
Deployment total to date:
Remaining common area
deployment projected to be completed:

30 (13 original signors and 17 opt-ins)

5/15/00
159 Central Offices

7/31/00
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First Shared Loop Orders:
Total of350 Central Offices
6/12/00

In tenns of procedures, we attach as Attachment D a copy of the US WEST line
sharing Methods and Procedures for the State of Minnesota. This document, which is
typical of the procedures which U S WEST has implemented across its region. demonstrates
how U S WEST processes line sharing orders internally. and gives a good insight into what
occurs within U S WEST once a customer has asked for service which entails line sharing.

As you can see, U S WEST has established extensive and meaningful processes.
procedures and facilities for implementation of line sharing. In Minnesota alone. the cost
was approximately $1.7 million. Although line sharing has been available in Minnesota
since January of this year, we have processed orders for only 26 line sharing customers. If
this low take rate continues, U S WEST will be hard pressed to recover its line sharing
implementation costs from the cost causing entities, as the $1.7 Million spent in Minnesota
for line sharing implementation would, if spread among 26 customers, result in a cost of
$65,400 for each customer.

I hope that this letter provides you with the infonnation you need. Please do not
hesitate to call me with additional questions.

Melissa Newman
Enclosures
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INttJUM LINE SBARING AGREEMENT

This Interim Line Sharing Agreement ("Agreement") betwct::1 U S WEST
Communications, l.n.c. ("llECj and @link Networks. Inc.• Arrival Communications.
Inc., BridgeBand CommumC'2ltioIl.S. IXIc., CDS NetWorks, Inc., Comatt Communications,
DIECA Cotmnunications. Inc. c1Ib/a Co"ad Communic:mions Company. Jato
Communications CoJP. OD bchalfofits opcratine subsidiaries Jato Opemting Corp. and
Jato Operating Two COIp., Momana Wtreless, Inc•• MULTIBAND Communications.,
lnc., New Edge Network, Inc. dIbIa New Edae NC'tworks, 'NonhPoint Communications.
Inc., RHYTHMS LINKS. INC.. and Weslem Telephone Integrated Communications, Inc.
CCLEC" or -ClECs·') is entered into this 24th day ofApril, 2000, to govem dtployment
ofline sha.ri:1.e in the stateS atArizana. Colorado. Idaho. Iowa.. Mc.ntMA. Nebras1:.a, NL!W
Mexico, Nonh Dakota, Oregon. South Dakota, Uu.h. Washington. and. W)'oming. !he
Agreement is effective as of !he dat= referenced in 'the preceding sCZltenct and will
t.ennin7.te 011 a state-by-state, ClEC-by-ClEC bAsis whC111inc sbarinl: amendments to the
interconnection agreements between lLEC and CLECs are approved by the relevant State

pubJic utility commissions as rtQuir:d by pa:agraph 36 below. ILEe and cues are
referred 10 in this Agreement individually as a "Pany" Of collectively as the "Parties."

GENERAL

1. II.EC will provide cue will; "cess to the frequency range above the \toict!band
OD a coppet loop facUity usee! to carry analog c:ircuit·swiiCbe~ voiceban4
tranSmissions. This frequency range will be referred to in Ibis document as the
"hIgh frequency spCCttuIn network dement" Of "HUNE". CLEC may usc: 1his
access to provision any voice compatible xDSl technologies. Specifically
pmnissiblc uc: ADSL, RADSL, OJite znd any other xDSL tcchnology that is
pres~d to be acceptable for s!w"ed line deployment in ac.cor4mce with FCC
rules. Under this Agreement, ··line sharing- is ddi:w:l as me situation that cxisls
when the CLEC has access to the HUNE and provides xDSL services em a loop
WI also canies ILEC POTS.

2. To order the RUNE, a CUC must ha\'t a POTS splitter installed in the central
offi" that serves the: end-user o!the lOOp. In addition, the CLEC must provide
'the end-user with, and is respomiblc for me installation of. a splitter, filter(s)
andlor other equipment netessazy for the end-user to receive separate \loire and
dna savi~~ 6'TOSS '!he leop.

3. On or before: Iune 6, 2000. lLEC will begin accepting orders for the RUNE on
lines .served out of e'\Iel")' central office when: CLEC has a POTS spliner insU1l1e4.

4. PriOIlO July 31, 2000, the CLEes will net request conditioDiXlg of shared lines to
lm'lave load ~oils. bridged lapS 0: clcet:ronics. IfIUC be-gins couditioning lines
fer its xDSL 5ervi~s. CUCs will have lhe same option. By July 31, 2000.
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unless anotha lh~ is agreed 10 by lLEC and CLEC in \\'titing. the CUC will be
able 'to request conditioning ofa shared line. lLEe will pe:fonn requested _­
conditioning, including de--loading and removal ofexcess bridged laPS, unless
!LEe demonstnl.es in advanu wt conditionini that sh.ared line will signiflCaIltly
degrade the end-user's acal~ voice service.

5. The CLECs initially will use fLEC's existing pre-qualification funetioualitY md
order processes to pre-qualify lines and order the RUNE. The CUCs will
d~, in lhei:r sole disaction and at their risk. whC'the:r to order the mJNE
~ross Any specific: loop. ILEC and the CUCs will continue to wca:k toseUte: to

modify these tunctionalhies and proCC'Sses 10 better suppon line sharln£.

6. lLEC will initially provision the HUNE within the CUITenl sumdard unbundled
loop provisioning interval &1 least 90% ofthe time. The Parties acknowledge: that
this mten'aj may be subjc:et to improvement based on systemS mechanization
and/or relevam state or federal regulauuy orde%s.

POTS SPLITTl:R COLLOC:\nON M'D OPERATION OF LINE. SHARING
EQUlJ>MENT

7. ruc will provide cue with ucess to the shared line in one c{1he following
ways, at the discren= o!CLEC:

(a) CLEC may place POTS ~littm in n.EC central offices via Common Area
S~Jjna CnIlneation. In this sunario. CLEC win have the OpUOD 10 either
purclwe the POTS splirt=' of its ChDosina or10 have 1L£C purchase the
POTS splitter on the CLEC·s behalfsubject 10 full tcimbursemem. The
CLEC willlelUe the POTS splitter 10 ILEC et~ cost. Subj~l 'to agrc:cd to or
ordeled pricing. ILEC will insmll aDd maintain \he POTS splitter in the central
office. fLEe will insWllhe: POTS spliner in one oflhree locations in the
central office: (i) in • relay BCk as dose to Ibt CLEC DSO tamiwnion pclnt5
as possible; (ii) where an inlermediate frame is use4, on that frame; or (iu)
where options (i) or (ii) an: 110t available. or in tc:ntral offices with neTWork
acc~!S line counts of leu~ 10.000. on W main CisuibutiOD frame or in
some other appropria1e location. Which may include an existiDg ILEC relay
rack or bay.

(b) ClEC may. at its option. place the POTS splitters in its own collocation area.
llEC will reclassify TLE cables. fe-stencil framing. and perform any rel!~d

work required 10 provision line sharing.

(c) Under tither option (a) or (b), the POTS splitter Will be appropriately bard
wired or pre-wired so thaI llEC is required to inventOr)' no more than TWO

points of temW:w:iQl1.

8. In the event CLEe. Dr I!.EC acting as purchasing agent for Cl.EC. is unable to
pIocure line sharing eqL1ipmezn (i.e., POTS splitterS, cP.bliDg, etc.) for Common
Area Spliner Collocation in a timely manner. !LEC will proceed with the line

.....__.-_ - _ _----- ,----------
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shuiDg deploymc1t schedules set form in paragraphs 12 and 13 below and install
the deleyed equipment once the deploymtDl for the subject state is completed:..¥
the delayed equipment still is not available ona: the deployment for the subject
S't8lC is completed, ILEC and CL£C will worle logC'ther to establish an alternate
deployment schedule for the affected central offices.

(a) !fmc ILEC, actins as purchasing ll£ent for the CLEC, is unable to procure
liDe sharing equipment for Common Area Splitter Collocation in a timely
manner. then the cue may provide ILEC with the misEing equiptnenL
However, the deployment schedules set forth in 1bis Agreement may be
imp~ted. Ifimpae~,~ deployment will follow the termS and
conditions described above.

(b)

9.

10.

11.

IfILEC is a.cting as purch!.sins agent for more than one CLEC in a cemra!
office and is unable to procure line sharing equipment for o~ or more of
the cues in a timely ma:meI'. wn none of the CLECs using the lLEC as
pun:~g ~=t will be able 'to order Ibe HUNE in thAt c=1nl office
until the equipment is installe.d for all such CLECs. This requirement does
not apply to a CUC that, \11'On being ~tedby lh~ n.EC ofthe
equipment shortage. provides its own equipment TO IT.EC for installation.
The CLEC will be notified by lhe ILEC of the required material on-site
date for thal central office and will have 2 bl15iness days to determine if
the CU~C will be &!lIe to provide its own equiJWcnt.

CUC and ILEC may~ any POTS spliner that meets lhc requirements for
Ce3JmJ office t::quipment collocation set by the FCC in its March 31, 1999 order in ,.e:
CC Docb1 No. 98-147.

If a CLEC requestS thaI a central office where it is not cunemly collocated be
provisioned fDlline sharinC. the CUC will indicate its request on the collocation
applic:anol1 for that central office.

CLEC will povide ll.EC wilh applicznions forplacemem ofPOTS spl~m
c~nlra1 oBices buit4 all the order set forth on me con:fideutial Central Office:
Deployment List agreed to jom'tly by the CUCs and the n.EC and em 'the
schedule set forth below. lithe application date is missed by any CLEe. ILEC
will ~ept lb. CLEC's 1~ Applications aDd i.nstal1 the POTS splincJ within
30 days ofw end oflhc: schedUle forme state where: the: ce:nlnl.l otfice is located
or the normal in1UVal for coUocation un.dc' the CLEC's intcrconnectiou
apumen't, 'whichever i:; la,-="o ILEe lind CLtC will work tQ2elhl:r to resolve any
problems with orda-related data included on the applications wilhin 5 business
days oime CUC receiving nOM(:aticn oftbe problems from lLEC. lfthe
Panies are unable 10 res.che Ihc: pzocblc:ms~ S busim;::s~ days, lhe i:lpplicaticn
will be llCated as a la.u ~pplicatiol'l as defmc:d above. Any changes received from
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the CLEC wr 5 business da)'s oftbe initial Application date will also result in the
application be treated as it late application. - .

First 145 Cenlral Offices

Next KS Central Offices

Nexl 65 Central Offices

~mainiDgCentral Offices

March 24, 2000

Mmch 29, 2000

April 3, 2000

April 10. 2000

12. Assuming CLEe ltUSeS existing TIE cable capacity. ILEC will complete 1he TIE
cable reclassification neccSS&I)7lO permit a cue 10 complete placement of
POTS spliners in its own col1ocation areas in the central offices identified cn the
cnura! Offi~ Deployment IJst based on the fellowing schedule:

DATE TOTAL NUMBER OF
CUMUlATIVE
CENTRAL OmCES

May 15,2000 40.50

May 29. 2000 \ 130-J50

JUDe 6. 2000 All rc:maiDing central
nfficrs identified on the
Central Office Deployment
List

Additional TIE cables will be: installed in accordance with the Standard in1erVals
and prOc:e£CH set fanh in Ihc intcreollnrClion ~grccmem.s between lLEe and
cues at the completion ofthis dt-ployrne.nt schedult or under an installation
schedule mutually agreed upon by CUC and lLEC. In situations where Zl CLEC
place~ POTS £pliucrs in iu c:ollOWlticn IU"C~ CLEC may begin placing orders for
lhe H1JNE in me central offices idtmified on the Central Office Deployment List
in accordance with the above schedule.

13. Il.EC will complcte Common Area Spliner Collocation in the central offices
idCDtified on the: CC'tlIl'al Offu:e Deployment list based on the following schedule:
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17. Beginning on Aprill. 2000, the CLEes will provide ILEC wi1h non-bindina.
good-faith rolling quar.erly forecasts for s.hared line volum~s on a sta1C'-by-~tj:,

central office-by-central office basis. Additioully, CLEC win provide a 1.S year
noll-binding. good-faith forecast by quaner to !LEC bY June 1.2000. 1L£C will
keep CLEC forecasts confidential aDd will not share such forecastS with any
person involved in ILEe retail operations. product planning or marketing.

REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE

18. lLEC will allow the CLECs to access the combined voice and data line at the
point where it is cross-eonnected to the POTS splitu:r. Under the sc:ensrio
described in paragraph 7(a) above. me point of demarcation will be at the place
where the data loop leaves the POTS splitter on its way 10 Ult: eLEC's collocated
equipment. Under the scenario described in paragraph 7(b) above. the point of
demarcation will be where lh.e shared line is cross.connected 10 the POTS spliner.

19. ILEC will bl: T'l;'SJ'onsible fet lC:Pwm; \'oi~c services provided over the shared
line and the physiea11inc between W neTWOrk UJlem.c:c: dcviec at the cud-mer
pll:XIlUc and the point otdemarcaticm in the c:.ec.tral office. !LEe also will be
responsible fer inside winnE in accordance 'with W tenns and c.onditiens of
inside wire main~ce a~ements, ifany. between ILEC and lht end-usas.
cues will be tc~pu~sible for repairinS data services providtd ever the HUN£
ponion Dfme shmed line. Each Party will be responsible for mainmining itS OWA
equipmenL The Pany thal controls the POTS splinu Will be responsible for
nw:naining it.

20. ILEC and CLEe are continuin& to devdop ~air and maintenance procedures
and agree: '0 document finAl ~gre,d.'tC procedures in a mt=mods and procedures
doc:wnc:nt that will be available an ll.EC's web sileo In me interim, ItEC~
eLEC agree Wt tht= following sene:ral principle5 will guide the repair and
mainu=.ance process:

(a) Ifan end-user complains of2 voice problem that may be related to the use of
the shared line for data seJ"Yic:.es. CLEC and~c will work w8cWcr and with
the end-user to solve the problt:m to the satisfaction ofme end-user. ILEC
Will net disconnect the data smrke 'Wilhom the wrinen permission oftbe
cue unless the end-~rJs voice ~ctvioc i, so dcgr~cd that \be: end-user
cannot oriSina4C Cl' tttcive voice srade calls.

{b) Each PartY is responsible fOT in own ~d-lJserbase and will have the­
responsibility for rcsolutioD ofany service trouble report{s) from its end-useTs.
n.EC will test for electrical faul1S (i.e., opens. shorts. andlCl' foreign voltaae)
on the shared line in response to trouble tichts iDitiated by the CLl~C.

(c) When trouble has been reponed by CtEC. and suth'trOuble is not an electrical
fauh in ILEC's network,. ILEe will charGe CLE.C any applicable charges
approved by the re1evaJ:lt state public utility commission.
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(d) When trOuble repcn~d by ClEC is not isolated or identified by teSlS for
electrical faulu, ll.EC may perfonn additional ~sting as requested by ClEC
OD a case-by-case basis. lftbis additional testinl: uncovers electrical hult
trouble in the portion ofme network for which the lLEC is responsible under
tIllS Agreement, the CUC will not be charged for the testing. lithe
additiow testing uncovers a prcblem in the portion of the network for which
the CLfC is re!pollSible under ws Agreement, the CLEC will be c.huged any
applicabk charges set fonh in interconnection a&rCemfnts betWeen n..E.C and
cues OJ: by the lelCycml S1.aLe public utility commissions. Where no suctl
charges ~ist, CLEC will pay for such testine On a time and m:tm.als basis.

21. 'When 1he POTS spliner is placed in 1b~ central office; viA Common Area Splinc::r
Collocation" CLEe will order and install additional spliner cards as necessary to
increase POTS splinn capacity nom the initial installation. CLfe wi111eave one
empty ~C! in every s.he1fto be used for reptlir U)d mzUnte:nanl:c until suth time l:.S

the c:ard mlJSt be used to fill the shdflO capacity.

22. Vlhm the POTS splitter is located in the CLEC collocation area, CLEC may
instaIl1est access ~uip~t in itS collocation~a for the puIFose of'testing the
shared line. This eqllipm.enl must comply 'lith the wet)' requirements set forth in
3%lY 2;'Plicable FCC rule£.. When 1M POTS splittef is placed in the cenU'al office
via COtmnO!1 A.rez Spliner Collocation. CLEe will have the ability to perform
intrUSive 1esting a1 the test access point OIl a liDe-by-line basis.

PRICING
23. 1LfC and the CLECs aeree 10 the following negotiate.d. iutcrUn prices far shared

lines:, tplinet collocation~ other elements noltd ill w followini W11c;

Category Elemtnt Interim Pritt
Shared Lme N~-RecurrinG Installation option is basJc IA· pri~e for basic

installation - lift and lay installation - lift and lay
Shared Line Recurring lOr rNh P 25

21l1'IEICT - lA price
ImacDDDcaicn Tie Pairs or
u-panded Imet"olU1eroon
Channel rcnnlnations

Common J\rCa Spliner Installt.tian $5,000.00 per shelf
Collocation Non-~cuning
Common Area Splitu:r Equi~tbay- per shelf 54.85 per shelf
Collocation R.ccwring
COSt ofFOTS spliltmi if POTS !}:luner Market cost - in addition to
pruviCcQ by ILEe the SS,000.00 flat rate
Non-retuning for TIE table TIE cables Timt and !naterial for
reclassification engineering and labar
Repair and Mamu::nancc TrOUble lsol,auon and Para~h 20 (c) and (d)

Additional Testing
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Load Coil and Excess
Bridged Tap ~moval

1A price --
• The rele"&llt \nurcOMt'Crion 1~Cf1len% bel\l'un U-EC cd CLEe.

24. lLEC and CLECs will CODtinue work 'to mivc: at appropriate cost recovery for
operational suppon systemS upgrades related 10 the shared line.

25. CLECs m:y choose from eitht:r of the following options for an interim recurri.n~

shared line rate:

(a) A rate of $5.40 per monlh per shared line; or

(b) A %ate of$O per month per shared line until Januzry 1,2001. On January 1.
2001, the interim r~urring shared linc ra1e will cbm1g~ 'to SB.2S Lmless !LEC
continues 10 c.hatge a rale ofSO per month per shared line 10 one or more
cues as efthal date. h1 The event !LEe co:u.inues lC t~e ~ rate efSO per
mcnlh per shared line to 0=~more CLECs as ofJan\W)' 1.2001. IlfC will
l:onUnuc 10 c~c:all cues that ~leC'tC'd this interim recUl'l'ing shared line
tale option a %ale of SO per monlh per shared line until such time as it begins
to clwge all cues $8.25 per month per shared line.. . .

CLEes must select one ofthe foregoing options for an in'terim rccl.l:ri!1g shared
line rate by May 1.2000. and must notify lLEC of their selection through their
aocount lte.m5. Once 0 selection is mAde, a ClEC cannol c;hmge hs selection.

26. All interim prices will be subject 10 1I'Ue up based on either mutUally agreed to
penn2n~'pricing or pennanem pmine establisbe.d in a lint sbarm; cost
proceeding conducted by SlAte pUblic utility commissions. In tM event interim
pric~s are established by sute public utility commissions before permanent prices
~ established. eimer through liIrbitraticn or some olher mechanism., \he in~rilu

prices established in this Agreement will he changed to reflect the interim prices
mandated by the~ public utility commissions; however, no true up will be
performed until mutUally aped to permanent priees are estahlished or p=manctU
pri~s arc embli.sh.ed by Slate public utility commissions.

27. Durini the 60 day period immediately following the effective da'te ofthis
Agreement, 1h.e Parties agree to negotiate in good faith in an effort to anive at
mumaUy ap-eed to pennan.ent pricing fer all of the elements listed in paragraph
23 abo\<e and operational suppon S)"Slem uI'{78des related to line sharinS. 1£ at
the conclusion cftbis 60 da}' period, the Parties have been unable to mutUally
agn:e lC p=mancnl pricing for some or all ofsu.eb elements and/or operational
suppon system upgrades rela'ted to line dwine. the Parties avee to ask. the state
pllblic u1ilily commissions for eacb of the states lisu:d in U1.C m'trCcNctory
paragraph ofuus Agreement to initiate a line slwing cost proceeding to establish
permanent pricmg for all elements. potentially including operarional surra"
system upsrades related 'to line sharinS. run in dispute at that time.
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28. This Agreement Constltul:S lhc entire agrt'rnleDl between the Panies and _.

supersedes all prior oral or wrintn &£ftements. representations, Slalrments.
neGotiations, understandings, proposals, and undertakings with respect to the
~bjeC't mamr ~reor.

29. ILEe and CLEe enter bYO this Agreement wit.~L1t waiving CUlTClt or future
relevant legal rights end without prejudicing any posiuon ILEC or CLEe m2Y
ta.U on rrlevant isnu:s before swe or ftderal regulatory or legislative bodies or
cClJItS of competent jurisdiction. This clause specific:aUy conlrmplateS but is not
limited 10: (8) the positions !LEe or cue may t:ikc in any cost dockel relau:d to
thet~ and c.ocditions afline~g; and (b) 'the posmons thm ll.EC or CLE.C
D".igbt~ before the fCC or any state public utility commission related 10 me
terms md coru£tions \JDder which ILEC must provide C1.EC with ~cess 10 W
HUNE.

30. The provisions in this Agreement arc bas:d, in large pan. en the existing Slate of
apJ:l1icabl! law, n*s, and reswa:ioZlS r·E:xi~i.n~ Ru1~"). AlnODg the ExiSting
Rults are certain FCC orders. inclwililg the FCCs Third Report and Order in
CC Docket No. 98-147 wi Fo'U11h Rtpon and Order i.D CC Docket No. 96-98
released on December 9, 1999. which l:\.InentJy are being challmgc4. To the
extent me Existing Rules are chaDged. vacated, dismissed, stayed or modified, the
Parties shall amend this Agreement to reflect such che.ns~ vacation. dismissal,
stay, or modification. Where 1he Pam.s fail to asnl: ~on~bWllUIlcndment,
all disputed is~s will be rcsolVC'd in accordenoe with the dispute resolution
provisions of,u inttrconnecticm asreemenlS 'between ILEe md CLEC£
inccrporattd by reference into this Agrecmem.

31. In addition to lhose provisions specifically referenced elsewhere in l:his
Agreemem, the provisions in the interconnection agTeeznent!l be'rween ILEe And
CLECs related to the followins Ire incorporated by reference intO this
AgreemCDl: (a) limitation ofliabilltyi (b) indcm.nificationi (e) force majeurei
Cd} wananties; and (el dispute resolution. These prOvisicl3S are incorpoRted on a
state-by-state, CL£C-by-CLEC basis.

32. This Agreement is the joint work Jlroauct ofme Pames. bas been ncgoliaud by
the Panies and shall be interpreted fanly in accordance with its~ and
c.ouditions. In lhe event ofany ambiguities. no inferences shall be drawn against
anyhny.

33. This A~eme:ot onl)' may be amended in writing executed by all Parties to be
bound by 1he amendmem.

34. During the term of this Agrtement, iflLEC either (a) enters into an agreement
with any PartY lhat modifies me rateS, terms, .and conditions of Ibis Agreement as
~ppli~d 'te thAt PBrT)'. or (b) erlletS into z.ny other agreement for line sharing with
any pany containing ratts, terms. and conditions different from those in this
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Agrecmt:nl, II.EC will make such modified or different rates. terms. and
conditions available to any interestrd Party. To the extent the modified or
diffetcnt r81CS, tmnS, wi conditions are provided by ILEC only in certain -'
locatious or pursUC110 sc~ other limitltion.lh~n lh~ modified or different rat:s.
terms, and condi'tio%1S only will be made available 10 intcremd Panies in those
loc&\ions 0: subject 10 those same Jimiwions. UDless otherwise agreed to by the
Patties,1his paragraph will nOl be inro:poratcd into a:ay inu::rconnection
agreement amendments e:ntem1 into be1ween lLEC and cues pursuant to
paragraph 36 beloW.

35. This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterpans. each ofwhich shall be
deemed an original. but all of which shall together con.."1itute but one and the same
documc:n1. This Agreement may be executed wbere indicate4 below either by an
original sig,narure ofa duly &llhori2ed representative of each Part)' or by a
ooimile ofsuch a signature.

36. lLEC w CLECs adcnowledse lhe need tel execute a.z:cendrDe:ns lO their
intert:onnec'tion agtecmcnt5 by June 6, 2000, to govern line~g. The Parties
fw1hc'r acbowlcdgc lha1lhc fAlCS1 \cI'Ins J ~nd C~UCD$ of'ws Agn:ot:mcnt will
form the basis for the negotiation ofthe amendment. This Agreemem will
~rrninate upon execution of such amendmems and will be replaced by 1he
amendm.enU. ILtC and CLEC fw1JJel ~pce th:l ADy ilpplicZlblc window fer
petitioning a state public utiliI}' commission for arbination ofan interconneC'tion
agreement amendment for line sharing that would expire befo~ June 61 2000 is
c~d w June: U>, 2000.

37. The Panics will work together 10 schedule a conference call with the stale public
utility commissions for each sta'Ce lined in me iA1rDd~pmu,;l'Aph 10 W:S
Aucemc:nt 10 explain this Agreement and answ:r any questions related to the
Agreement. The Panies agree 10 work lOge:thcr to schedule and provide notice of
the call in the most efficient and expeditious J:rlanncr possible. The Panics funher
agree 10 respond to any questions or information r~ueslS from Stale public utilitY
commissions in a joint JIlennl"T and. in so doing, lake all reasonable steps to
preser'll! W coniidentiaJily oflbe Cenlral Office Deployment LiR.

38. The Parties will wotk together in soad fuith to address any problems thaI Ina)'

arise in w execution of any pan of this AgreemenL

39. lUJy CLEC that is not a parry to this Agreement may opt into this Agreement at
any time prior to its expiration. CLECs must notify~C of which ofthe two
options for interim shared line fates outlined in paragraph 25 above it sc:Ieets at
the time it opts into this Agreement or by MBy 1.20001 whichever is later.
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".
Whereas, tbe Minnesota Public Utilities Commission bas initiated the above
referenced docket to investigate tbe deployment of line sharing in Minnesota. The
Commission bas ordered U S WEST and certain CLECs to complete a technical
trial to assess tbe feasibility ofline sharing, along with negotiating otber operational
issues, and stated its intention to order U S WEST to implement line sbaring in ­
Minnesota.

Whereas, on November 19, 1999, tbe FCC voted to mandate line sharing by ILECs.
As of tbe time of this agreement, the FCC bad not released its written order
mandating line sbaring.

Whereas, U S WEST and, Covad Communications Company, NorthPoint
Communications, Inc., Rhythms Links Inc., Sprint Communications Company L.P.
and Onvoy, IDe. (tbe "parties") enter into tbis stipulated agreement ("stipulation"
or "agreement") in response to tbe Commission investigation and tbe FCC's
November.19 announcement.

1. The parties hereby agree to the Terms and Conditions included in paragraphs 1 -
28 and Appendices A& B, attached hereto.

2. The parties enter into this stipulation without prejudice to any position they may
have taken previously, or may take in the future in any legislative, regulatory,
administrative, legal or public forum, addressing any matters, including matters related to
the types ofarrangements prescribed by this stipulation. Nevertheless, the Parties shall
fully honor and not appeal the terms ofthe stipulation, regardless oftheir respective
advocacy positions subject to modification ofthis stipulation pursuant to a change in the
law or a written modification agreed to by the parties to this stipulation.

3. On or before July 1, 2000, U S WEST and the parties to this stipulation will
collectively negotiate incorporation ofthe applicable teons of this stipulation into their
respective interconnection agreements previously approved by the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission. This stipulation is limited in scope and application to line sharing
issues in Minnesota and will terminate the later ofJuly 31, 2000 or Commission approval
of the amendment to the Interconnection Aarccment.

4. US WEST's consent to this stipulation is contingent upon and subject to both of
the following provisions: a) the Commission approving this stipulation without
modification; b) the Commission not taking any other action with respect to U S WEST,
including but.not limited to imposing fines or penalties, for activities ofU S WEST
relating to line sharing and prior to the effective date ofthis stipulation. If the
Commission rejects or in any way modifies this stipulation or if the Commission imposes
any fine or penalty on US WEST for actions prior to the effective date ofthis stipulation,
this stipulation will become null and void and will not be used, referred to or identified in
any legislative, regulatory, administrative, legal or public forum.

S. Other parti~ lIlBy execute BDd opt into this stipulation, any time prior to lIle
expiration ofthis stipulation. Any party that opts into this stipulation after December 15,



1999 of this stipulation will be required to negotiate all of the timeframes included in the
stipulation on an individual case basis and subject to not delaying or interfering with
U S WEST's ability to comply with the timeframes included in this original stipulation.
CLECs may opt into this agreement prior DecemberIS, 1999 and remain subject to the
terms and timeframes within this stipulation.

U S WEST Communications, lne.

cotCO~OD'Comp.""

().~ ~
NortbPo· Communications, Jne.

9=-/#
Sprint Communications Company L.P.

~~~


